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Oulard Holiday

Parlour Tour

By Hilda Besand

On December 3 and 4, take a break

from fighting holiday shopping crowds

guides are brought to you by the Soulard

, Restoration Grou neighborhood
association of historic Soulard.

Each stop on the 7-home tour will be a

sensual delight as the aroma of hot spied

sights bulusty decors Christmas
trees and gifts and the sounds of carolers

walting through the neighborhood. We'll

Gece cars otpced

jolly Old Saint Nick forno extra charge. A
tree display will grace the staging area to

dalight visitors s they wait Inline to sit on
fecd oa ser (ust kidding — no

A engnetcr ihe Sentes

Saturday & Sunday

December 3rd & 4th

1:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Tour starts

at Jesus Church,
South 12th Street

at Victor.

Tickets

available through

st ay

or call 771-5563

$5.00 in Advance

~ $6.00 at the Door

—

UU

A Guided Tour of Historic Soulard Homes

‘Sponsored by the Soulard Restoration Group



It’s hard to believe that a year has

passed since I was first elected president

of the Soulard Restoration Group. It was

allot of fun, and didn’t take as much time

as I had feared (I have to say this so

someone will run for president next year).

Ithink, by all measures, that our organiza-

tion had an excellent year.

Wedid so not because of my efforts, but

because of all the hard work by our

members. We had a great house tour in

September, we are planting trees this fall,

our neighborhood crime patrol has made

a vitally important contribution to the

neighborhood, and we have made much

progress toward funding for an executive

director and an ofÏce. Perhaps more

importantly, we have lots of new mem-

bers, and many new faces at every meet-

ing, bringing fresh ideas andlots of needed

energy.

I think we are approaching one of our
best years ever. After much “on the job”

training, I feel much more confident about

my second (and definitely final) year as
president. We have an experienced Board

of Directors, interlaced with some new

NOTES FROM THE

BRICK HOUSE

faces. I think we will have an exciting and

productive year.

I would like to use this space to give my
personal thanks to three “retiring” board

members: Fred Andres, Richard Eaton,

and Russell Farber. All three were excel-

lent board members, always offering

special insight to the many issues we

faced. As board members, their wisdom

and hard work made Soulard a better

place for all of us to live, and for that we

shouldall be grateful. (We will not, though,

miss the cigar smoke at Board meet-
ings!)

During the first week end in December,
the Soulard Restoration Group will host

our annual Holiday Parlour Tour. There

are really no words to adequately express

how special this tour is — both to visitors

and to our members. No other single

event brings so much joy, optimism, and

good cheer to our organization — and |

guess that’s what celebrating the holiday
season should be all about.

I'm looking forward to seeing everyone

at our post-tour party.

Rod Wright, President,

Hard Restor

Public Schools Offer Carreer Seminar
The New Directions Center of the St.

Louis Public Schools, Adult Vocation Edu-

cation Division will offer free Career

Shopping Seminars for Homemakers and

Single Parents on Thursdays from 9 to 11

a.m, at O'Fallon Technical Center, 5101

McRee Avenue, Room 216.

NEW DIRECTIONS is a resource cen-

ter for single parents and homemakers

wishing to retum to the world-of-work.
Assistance will be provided in skill assess-

ment, labor market information, career

exploration, and education and training

‘opportunities.

Subjects covered will be: Taking a look

at today's job market, identifying your

vocational skills and interests, and
first stepsnecessary for entering the world

of work.
For more information and registration

call Linden Leathers at 776-2215, ext.
219.

Soulard R
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The Soulard Renaissance has a circu-
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Editor: Dave Lester, Jr.

Editorial Assistants: Hilda Besand,

New Editor Stumbles In
It's on somewhat of a sad note that 1

assume my new post as editor of The

Soulard Renaissance. Sadnessnot caused

by the impending task ahead, but sadness

at the sudden and untimely death of my

beloved mother, Carolyn Ann Lester.

In my current role as “Mr. Mom,” my

own mother has been an invaluable source

of courage and inspiration, As a child she

instilled in me a strong sense of independ.

ence and resoluteness, without which 1

never would have attempted to build my

Xanadu in Soulard

The-death of a loved one Is always a

hard pill to swallow, and it is not always

easily passed, and! know fora fact that the

last thing she would want is forme to jump

ship on her account. Even so, her pres:

ence will be sorely missed by our entire

family.

In case you haven't been to a member-

ship meeting lately, it may come as news

to you that we have voted to change the

name of The Soulard Restorationist to

The Soulard Renaissance.

The primary motive behind this is to

attract even more new members to our

ranks. It has become evident in recent

years that the term “Restorationist” does

not truly reflect the overall mood that

prevails in our neighborhood.

‘Some of our members have expressed

some displeasure over this issue, but |

want to assure them that the idea is not to

lessen the restorationist movement that

began more than 15 years ago.

The name change to “Renaissance”

“tionistshave brought into Soulard through
their hard work and investments. | am a

restorationist myself; and 1 support the
name change. .

By definition, “renaissance” refers to

revival and rebirth.Soulard has experi

enced an unparalleled rebirth and revival.

There are many new kinds of people

that now call Soulard home, not to men-

tion people who have always been here

and not been included in the restoration

movement.

If our organization is to keep the influ-
ence that it has enjoyed in the past, it is

‘essential that we eam the respect and trust

‘of the neighborhood as a whole, not just

a segment of it.

It's not very offen that a voluntary

newspaper the size of ours finds an editor
with the dedication of Barbara Alice

MacRobie. =

In fact, we're lucky to find an editor at
all. Unless you have worked closely with

the production involved in putting a paper
like The Soulard Restorationist/Renais-

sance on the street, you cannot fully
appreciate the stamina needed to accom-

plish such a feat.

Being familiar with the work involved in

our newspaper, I can assure you that

Barbara, in her three years as editor, has

done an incredible job of coordinating the
good news that is coming out of our

neighborhood all the time. Under her

Let’s work together to define the term

renaissance” as it relates to our phe

nomenal neighborhood Let's make the

word “renaissance” synonymous with

“Soulard.”

If many of the new articles and ideas

that have been promised do come to

fruition, it promises to be an exciting and

interesting period in the life of the news:

paper, as well as the organization.

The Proposed Historic Building Code is
still floating around out there; and I look

forward to.using the Renaissance asa too!

to share the pros and cons of it, as well as

a sounding board for for opinions about

the code.

Members have been coming up with

new ideas for activities that will enhance

the enjoyment of the neighborhood, and

the Renaissance will be there

Ed Bushmeyer will be contributing a

series of articles dealing with the history of
the Soulard Restoration Group and inter-

views with early activists, be they active

now or not.

Beautification is again on the agenda,

asthe recent Soulard Market clean-up and

tree planting project have shown. I have

been promisedarticles comparing current

beautification efforts with the plans origi:

nally proposed for the neighborhood.

Last, but not least, are the elections

stated for this spring. I cannot over-em-

phasize the importance of registering to

vote and voting. Your vote or lack thereof

can have a effect on

The Soulard Renaissance hopes to ad

dress in upcoming issues.

We should be thankful that we live in a

country that affords us free speech in a

public forum. .

Only the residents of a community can

work to affect change in that community.
Soulard is a living example of that con-
cept.

Make your ideas and opinions known

through letters and articles to the Renais-

sance. Through them, we can build a

neighborhood we can all be proud to call

home. Finis!

Dave Lester, Jr.

Editor

A Tip of the Hat to Barb ©
tenure we have watched the Soulard
Restoration

as well as her ability to cajole writers, has

been critical to the continuing success of

the newspaper.

Barbara will be a hard act to follow! I

‘only hope that we can continue to pro-

duce a newspaper that meets Barbara's

high standards. We would like to wish the
best of luck in your new ventures and also

give you a truly heartfelt "THANKS" for
what you have contributed to the Soulard
Restoration Group. »

Dave Lester, Jr. .



Laun
by Phil Willman

In my book of lists, doing laundry ranks
only below mopping floors as the house
hold chore I abhor. Countless Saturday
aftemoons | have created distractions
any distraction, to avoid sorting socks and

{roning rumpled shirts. Only when | real:
ze one last, clean shirt hangs resolutely in

my closet do I then dive into the mound of

clothes accumulating in the comer.

George Mehlick, owner of Soulard Soap

Laundromat, knows of my, and your,

dread of the drudgery of wash day. He

understands, as he puts it, that laundro-

mats are all like funeral homes: “Every-

onehas to paya visit eventually.” He does

hisbest to make that visita pleasant, social

one, by offering a full service laundromat

that is clean in appearancé, prompt in

service and personal in atmosphere.

Since 1 began using Soulard Soap, |

have actually leamed to look forward to,

or at least not dread, doing laundry,

George and his wife and partner, Betty,

have operated Soulard Soap, at Sth and

Soulard streets, since August 1985, as a
“one-stop shop” for laundry needs.

They purchased the business after

George had looked at approximately 50

other laundromats.

He knew, as soon as he saw the facility,
that he wanted to begin his business in

Soulard, and three short days later he was

the owner of the only full-service laundro-

mat in Soulard.

Certainly all of the modem equipment
we rely on to assist in the task can be found
there—18 top loader washers, 6 double

washers, heavy duty washers, 15 dryers,

dry
ee j

Service With a

George Mehlick, behind the counter at Soulard Soap, stands at the ready to serve

all your full service laundry needs, 7 days a week.

But what sets Soulard Soap apart from
any other washery is the sincere, genuine

interest George takes in his customers.

By the second time | had visited the

place he knew me by name, and by the

third visit he knew more about me than

many of the people with whom I work

daily. He has created with me, and his

other customers, a sense of trust that is

lacking in the current service industry
climate of high volume sales, national
franchises, and consumer wariness.

sylvania, leamed how to deal with people

successfully ina service business by spend-

ing 18 years with A&W Restaurants as its

national franchise director.

He spent most of his time traveling

from city to city, often five days a week, a

lifestyle with which he grew weary.

Ten years ago he was transferred to St.

Louis. Then, the company was sold, and

the new owners wanted him to increase
his traveling. Instead, George decided to
go out on his own, and chose the laundry

ess to. venue.

Smile
entrepreneurship.

oulard Soap has blossomed asa neigh:

borhood laundry service since George

purchased it

For example, he has seen his shirt

service increase from 50 shirts to 300 a

week

He attributes his success to his philoso-

phy of getting to know his patrons and

theirneeds. He believesit is important for

his customers also to get to know him.

It is impossible to do this and be an

absentee owner. So George spends a lot

of time at the laundry, as much as forty

hours a week.

George is impressed with the progress

Soulard has made toward being a better,

safer place to live and work. His favorite

spot in the neighborhood is 8thand Soulard

in the spring, when the white blossoms of

the Bradford pear trees are at their peak

beauty.

He envisions a time when he and his

wife may move to Soulard.

He also recognizes the diversity of

people who live in Soulard

Often, on cold days, he will open the

laundry early to allow the patrons of Sts.

Peter & Paul's Homeless Shelter to warm

themselves before his customers come in.

He believes the shelter is a necessary

and worthwhile community service which

he, asa nearby business owner, wishes to

accommodate.

Soulard Soap is open Monday through

Friday, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Saturday
and Sunday, 7 a.m. to8 p.m. Both drop-

off and dry cleaning services are available,
in addition to the coin-operated machines

premises.

ie EASTERN
5 AUTO MECHANIC & BODY REPAIR

USED CAR SALES :

B Ihbb DYE 2016 S. NINTH ST. (REAR)

PLUMBING GO, IZ. PICKUP & DELIVERY
TOWING

Specializing in: :

Free Estimates

i WE WORK WITH DEDUCTIBLES
Renovation & Restoration

Sewer & Water Repairs

776-1800

1819 Lynch

St Louis. Mo.

nn /tistarte Souland
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BRYAN MAGUIRE

OR CALL

771-7402

OR

644-4015AVMG
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In Soulard

for Lunch or Dinner

Steaks .

Hamburgers

Seafood

421-1655

Soulard Watch Strikes Gold
by Vicki Renisch

it-and struck and dam:

aged a car parked in the 2200 block of

South 9th Street, causing $1,400 worth

of damage to the vehicle, An alert, caring

neighbor called Emergency 911 from a

pay phone
Police ofÏcer Denkerhof of the Third

District took information from the wit

nesses and determined that the driver of a

gold Camino was responsible for the inci:

dent.

One week later, Soulard Watch mem

ber Larry Hollenberg saw a gold Camino

with damage to Its right front fender. It

was parked at the comer of 8th and Geyer

streets.

1027 Geyer

231-0444

THE

Lunch 11 - 1:30 Mon. - Fri

LIVE Music.

8 pm-1.am Thurs., Fri, Sat

Soulard Blues Band & Billy Peok

‘Alternating Weekends

incident

Without the help of the n

reported the inci e police, this

man would have been free to victimize

someone else.

If the watch does nothing more than

encourage Soulard residents to be mindful

of their neighbors and quick to call 911, it

will be successful

On another note, a foot patrol was

initiated recently in’ our neighborhood.

Alderman Phyllis Young of the 7th Ward

was instrumental in convincing the Chief

of Police that the Third District needed

such a patrol because of its many residen:

tial areas.

If you see the ofÏcers on patrol in your

area, be sure to welcome them and en-

courage them in their work.

Soulard Watch alwaysneedsvolunteers.

Call Barbara Taylor, the new coordinator,

if you can volunteer one evening a month

to protect your neighborhood. Barbara

can be reached at 436-7408.

Remember, Christmas can be a busy

time for thieves. Be more cautious than

usual with locking your car doors. If you

have an alarm, use it

If you hear an alarm, wait one minute

for a possible mistake, and then call 911.

~ Corporate

Gift

Boxes

FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY!

10411 CLAYTON ROAD

997-5770

1915 PARK AVENUE

436-7177

Page 4 Soulard Parlour Tour-



omen, reading, hobbies, and maybe

More Adventures of an} (<%= sont

Amateur Rehabber eee
ince | starte

last six months, but This een Let's inded by

relation ir iOS Ninth, Tenth rel Gener snceis
ber and his, st 3 dv fog as a sort of microcosm of the Soulard

historic

In September
quo with more tenacity than qi

a man being rescued

This forthcoming change

found me nostalgic and

please with me and we'll all get
through this together.

Rehabbing, froma zen point of view (!

ng these last five years of

ve entertained y

ny explo

ntures of an Amateur Rehat

ber,” 20-some of them in all

My first column in February, 1984, was

a true account of my digging for cave

S he inertia ofan my basement, based on information p
old house. And let me tell you, brother, y the previoushouse owner. By th s and hanging doors, among other

anything the size of a house has plenty of there are no caves under my base- things, with techni ay par
inertia. | used to say that | was dragging my enisand others Itnever seems to end but

ise, kicking and screaming, into the — The next article, in the summer of _ it must end soon.

20th century; but that was overdramatic. ~ 1984, detailed some of the more colorful To help me pay th thly install:

More accurately, | should have com- happenings of myearly rehabbing career, ments of my new, improved, higher

pared it to pushing a massive, ponderous including the unique experience of gutting TMortgage, two other persons will be
bulk up a steep, bumpy incline, with an a house and the collapse of mi joving in the house shortly: my sister

uphill push of one inch as often as not carriage house roof, while | was stand e, and my new friend Sandy.

resulting in a backslide of three feet. onit, This second article also providedthe Each of us will have our own private

“More Adventures. . ." titleforthequickly area, and will share the common rooms. Featuring:
popular (to my honest surprise) column, The house is big enough for the task, and New Mexico's Finest

and I haven't missed an issue of the besides, it will be great having housemates Red or Green Chill
Restorationist since. after living alone here almost four years Open for Lunch & Dinner

First, I want to take this opportunity to __ Asthe Eagles once sang, “Late at night,
thank everyone who has enjoyed my col- the big old house gets lonely.
umn and told me so, who spurred me on _ $0 life chugs on, A. Rehabber fans,

when I was down, and who unwittingly though this column will not. Et eee
providedmaterialfor,andassistance with, | will still be writing for the Restoration- rele

my writings. Merci beaucoup. ist, er, Renaissance, and will be able to pol frites

Second, I wish to announce that this is approach other subjects of interest and Historic Soulard
my last “Amateur Rehabber” column. note to the neighborhood. At the same

1 read all my past at and was xe completion of my house will
amused and surprised 2 the changes in _ allow me to pursue other interests, such as

Iria ocean 6 borat eames
of one’s past; oh, the memories.

Somewhere in a fair tale I've gutted,
framed, insulated, drywalled, painted, and

yelled in/at/to my house, and spent five

years doing it all.

‘Soon I'll actually be able to just live, and

enjoy, the place. Oh, what a feeling!
As I'm writing this, Contractor Bob is

building my future two-car garage. It's

renovated and capable of

nga typi altbuin? household Three

10 use vague term!

other 20 were shells — that's right

aslate as 1983, 20 of 28 houseson my

square block were shells in varying stages

of abuse and decay.

t over five yearslater, there is

¢ and yet one substandard but

See AMATEUR REHABBER page 7

in my “spare’

ork, installing

new mexico kitchen

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

Visit our newly. opened second floor

of Holiday gis, omaments and plants

Hours Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 1860 South Ninth 9:00 a.m.

Sunday 11-5 (Ni 231-1860 Monday =
Soak eens In Soulard Saturday

Histovic Lafayette Squote

1909 Pork Avenue

St. louis, Mo 63104

314-231-7407

AEANC HSA - St. Louis, MO 63104
WIRE SERVICE, DEUVERY SERVICE
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Felling Pottery
Felling Pottery in Soulard ope

show witha reception on Decembi

4 from noon to 5 p.m. in the galle

Its firs

2637 South 12th Street. The show o!

Kathy Felling's recent work features p

celain and stoneware forms displaying 2

wide range of surface treatments and

techniques

The gallery is in the front parlor of the

artist's renovated Soulard townhouse. The

gallery exclusively displays the owner's

artwork on Tuesday, Thursdays and Sat.

urdays from noon to 5 p.m.

Kathy Felling works inher well equipped

studio at the rear of the property. “Having

the gallery and studio at home allows me

to balance my artistic and family inter-

ests,” she said. “It also reduces some

3and to

7

and

explored press-molding with found ob

jects or molds of her design. Her glazes

vary from cool gl tocrackled

matte glazes airbrushed with subdued

greens, pinks, or blues

“I work from an intuitive level. | think

I'm more inspired by traditional aspects of

art pottery than by intellectual, political or

Studio and Gallery Opening

In to her own work

sions, she teaches small classes.

For more information call Kathy Felling

at 664-4297.

y
t

economic pressures, so I can pursue my —

ideas with a little less worry about ‘will it Looking for the

Ultimate Xmas Gift?
We know of the perfect gift for that

person who has everything. Why not

9) buy them a home in Soulard? There
R for lunch is an excellent selection available;

in our upstairs many sizes, shapes, colors, condi

dining room and tions, and prices guarantee satisfac-

for dinner every night tion for that difÏcult-to-shop-for per-

son on your list

Call The Soulard Restoration

Group at 771-5563 for the latest

Soulard Housing List. You're certain

to find a home that fits.

Sorry, free gift wrapping is not

available with this housing list offer.

Already finished all your holiday

shopping? That's great, so reward

yourself with a Soulard home, and

‘come home for the holidays,

SOULARD'S

RESTAURANT

& BAR

GLASSWORKS
Leaded and Stained Glass Windows

Lamps & Hangings

Original Designs & Reproductions

Traditional and Contemporary Styling,

Complete line of hobby supplies

Classes forming Now!

SOAP

LAUNDROMAT

HOURS 10-5 Tues.- Fri.

+ DRY CLEANING

+ DROP-OFF LAUNDRY

+ 8-HR WORKDAY

TURNAROUND FOR LAUNDRY

+ ATTENDANT ON DUTY

+ OPEN 7 DAYS

2637 So. 12th

St. Louis

Tue., Thur. & Sat.

12-5

9th & Soulard

231-1137

M-F 7 AM -10 PM
A Stoneware and Porcelain S-S 7 AM-8 PM

Studio and Gallery

Distinctive Holiday Gifts”
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Amateur Rehabber
Continued from p

table house; the remaining 26 hi

buildings have been rehabbed

That's a pretty dramatic tumaround,

and | think that it reflects the renaissance

of Soulard in general point that she did

But, I'll be the first to insist that further goes.

improvement is necessary and vital.Inthis | |

vein, I have only one more point to make “by

as the “Amateur Rehabber,” I hope you'll -are fond of saying.

suffer along as | rant philosophic once Mygrandoldla

more. a badly sagging re
Fouryearsagoin the December, 1984, wiring that no longer worked,

Restorationist, a fellow rehabber and

friend calling herself “Danica's Crazy

Daughter” related her story of renovation

adventures on 13th Street.

istoric

ally saved an

yught it back,” as

tendant radiators whose only

was to be in the way,

"1940's

jumbing that barely worked, and a jong

¥ON GEYER IN VOULARD

Lunch and Dinner Specials

Homemade Soup, Salad,

‘ i Sandwiches & Desserts
en Ps Tr

Mon-Fri. 11 a.m. Foot-Long gutaienes
‘Sat. & Sun. Noon = & Catering Available

GUNDAKER@p Better. -AKER ed HOES.
Truly a “Victor” Victorian

1217 Victor

A showplace in Soulard! Comfortable home. All systems

have been replaced. Central air. Imported cranberry

glass transoms and French doors. Marble gas fireplace.

107 Kenrick Plaza 96851333

isdamp, arped

adir of her 130.re

warm-fuzzy homir

d occupants:

t satisfied unt!

walls, ce

windows, fixturesand

But I didn’t forget those things or the

feelings. | began to rebuild her, to

b and reshape her as a new yet old,

modem yet traditional home fit for today
while remembering yesterday.

With a great deal of financial and pro-

fessional help I retumed her from the dead
to the living.

Modem energy-efÏcient fumaces and

thermal windows keep her old bones warm

now, and new a kitchen and baths afÏrm
her place in the late 20th century

ing

k the doors

had m

ing, She supports my life, as | have sup

ported hers.

She is again proud, and cozy, so much

so that someone who happened through

her during Fall House Tour will soon be

moving in, journeying from Dogtown to

do so.

Theneighborhoodaroundmy oldhouse

has enjoyed a similar resurgence, and is

even now continuing to grow, while

remembering its roots.

I wrought from a wreck, a home. Many

of us have done it.

Toall youpotential rehabbers out there,

[invite you to our neighborhood. There

are still buildings crying out for attention

houses that the profit-minded develope!

: id be

CITY

231-1850

When selling or buying

a home...or when

considering

a Real Estate Career,

CALL THE PROFESSIONALS

Serving

St. Louis

KIRKWOOD

965-1212
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Soulard Renaissance
Interviews Alderman

Phyllis Young ts near the end of her
first term as alderman of the 7th Ward

of the City of St. Louis. A newcomer to

the political scene four years ago, Phyl:

lis says she's learned a great deal from

the experience of serving the large and

economically and socially diverse 7th

fare

David Lester of The Soulard Renais-
sance staff interviewed Phyllis recently
regarding her impressions of political

life and her outlook on the Soulard
neighborhood — its successes and chal-

lenges and her views of its future. What
follows is a summary of that interview.

Renaissance: Would you outline the

duties and responsibilities of an alderman
for the City of St. Louis?

Alderman Y«oung:

citycharter, Sieber tnlaene eeae
posed to be the legislative body, but the
charter doesn’t seem to recognize some
of the other things that are demanded of

an alderman.

It seems that we are the liaison between

the general public and the various depart-
ments of the city.

People will call for development plan:for downtown. One cl the fra Gabe tat
Thad to do as an alderman was go down

and meet someone to talk about an en-
croachment permit fort the Gateway One

building. Sol had to research exactly what
type of permit that was.

I've had to learn a lot of real estate and
legal terms in the past three-and-a-half
years.

‘You get invited to school meetings,

dances, barbecues and dinners. This job

involves a lot of public relations — meet:
ing people and addressing their concerns.

But most of all, | believe it ts important

that someone is concemed and does show

up to hear those concerns.
It is a very time consuming job. youcan

beat it from 7:30 in the moming to 10:00

at night, every day.

Mataece: ow wad you de-
scribe the 7th Ward?

Alderman Young: The 7th Ward is a

very diverse ward, possibly the most di-

verse in the city,

It encompasses the downtown business

district, the city hall complex and Union

‘Station, it takes ina segment of apartment

ggiagad ‘on the west side of Jefferson
We.

It takes in a small segment of Lafayette

Square which has seen quite a bit of

rehabbing over the past few years. It

encompasses Darst-Webbe, Peabody and

LaSalle Village Housing Authority devel-

opments.
It includes LaSalle Park, which was

done by Ralston Purina Co. as an urban

redevelopment area. It takes in a large

section of Soulard and Benton Park, and
a section of Fox Park, but most of the

neighborhoods are split, andI share them

with another alderman.

So there is a wide range of housing
stockand business complexes. As you can

see there is quite an interesting mix.
Renaissance: How would you de-

scribe the ward in terms of progress? It
looks like there has been a lot of construc-
tion in recent years.

Alderman Young: There has been a

understand

tage of old

all about.

your

At the oldest bank west

of the Mississippi, we

* serving the proud heri- -

Contact The

Boatmen’s

Bank of St.

restoration plans

are ready. We lend mon-

ey to credit worthy per-

100 N. Broadway, St. Louis, Mo.

what _pre-

St. Louis is

National

Louis when

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
Member FDIC

63102 425-7500
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PHYLLIS YOUNG

Jot of work going on downtown, although

Tight now it has slowed down quite a bit

because of tax credit changes and the
economic climate. As most people know,

we have a lot of available ofÏce space.

There have been improvements to

Housing Authority buildings. The B-2

building has been totally renovated with

86 units, and people have been moved

back into those now.

In the near future we will see construc-

tion on Clinton/Peabody. More than $3
milion has been allocated for renovation

of those apartments. However, it's onlya
start because there are over 600 units in
that complex.

In Lafayette Square there's beena lot of

renovation. Iremember campaigning four
yeassag0 Knocking on doorsin one block
of and there was only one per-

pied. And a lot of in-fll housing has been

built along that same block.

In the near future, we will see the upper

GM parking lot on Hickory as a new

townhouse development.

In Fox Park there has been a lot of

renovation as well, and hopefully more to

come.

In Soulard, the tax credit changes have
made a difference in the neighborhood:

you don't see as much apartment devel-
‘opment. But, we are seeing a lot of single.

family development going on, and that's

‘encouraging. We hope in the near future

to see something done with the Falstaff
complex over in the Benton Park neigh-

If we can keep up the momentum, we
can have a very stable ward.

Renaissance: As you know, The
Soulard Renaissance is concerned with

promoting Soulard, solet's get into some
Soulard issues. As'I recall, weren't youinvolved with |theGouard Market ‘clean-up
in mid-September?

Alderman Young: Yes, and it was a

very rainy day, but think we made a lot of
improvements down there. We certainly

picked up a lot of trash.

Renaissance: ‘Was the market clean-
up a success?

Alderman Voune Itwas verymucha
success. In addition, members of the
Forestry Division cleaned up the area

recently.
That's one of the major things about

Soulard, as well as my other neighbor-
hoods. The people seem to be very aware

oftrash. Itmustbe the German heritage of
the area.

Renaissance: I've noticed in recent

Alderman Young at a dinner recently at The Hat Factory, 12th and Russell.

weeks that tree wells are being opened up

in the neighborhood. What can you tell us
about that?

Alderman Young: There is a coop-

erative effort going on. I have to say that
this is one of the best neighborhoods in
terms of cooperative efforts between the

city and Restoration Group.

They're sharing the cost of the pro-

gram, which involves the planting of some
750 trees on the streets.

It's a reforestation plan that I think will

become a pilot for other areas. The For-
estry Division was quite impressed when
someone came to them and said, “We
want more trees in our neighborhood and

we are willing to share the cost.”

borhood to have a negati
opinion of blighting. What is it, and how

does it work?

Alderman Young: Well, there have
always been a good number of vacant
buildings in our neighborhoods. I think

that is why so much has occurred down

here, because there are so many opport
ities.

Blighting was established by state stat-
tute which says that a derelict building isa

derelict building and that itisahardship on

the neighborhood because nothing con-
structive is being done with it.

So by blighting a building, you are
putting into law a recognition of the fact

that a building is indeed derelict.
There is a 120-day waiting period dur-

ing which it is hoped that a redevelopment

plan is filed for that building. The redevel-

‘opment plan allows Operation Impact, a
sale agency, tohave the right of eminent

domain on those

Property owner says to me that they want

to rehab their house or that they want to

te-do this house for resale. They want
some tax abatement or some other incen-

yea

abatement. By going through the blight-

ing process with n Impact, the

businesses or buildings in this neighbor-
hood and this ward are able to qualify for
that 10 years of tax abatement

2 further incentive to people whocar to buy a blighted building, they ean
participate in what is called the “for-sale

incentive | ‘This wouldallowup to about $12,500 to bring cae
See INTERVIEW page 10



All Things New Again

Sei al D819

In 1839 a group of Saxon immigrants

founded in Saint Louis the first Lutheran church

ippi River.west of the Missi

‘Trinity Church was to become the mother

church of a great family of Lutheran

_ Congregations throughout greater Saint Louis,

The present members of Trinity Church have

now proclaimed a great year of celebration of :
these 150 years of dedicated ministry.

The people of Trinity call on Christian

friends everywhere to participate with them in

the joyous events which are being planned and to

share in the vision and promise of an exciting

future under the blessing of Him who makes “all

things new again.”

John Greteschel

In anticipation of the anniversary events, the

historic church in Soulard is being completely

renovated, Persons who desire to share in this

major endeavor are invited to send contributions

to Trinity Lutheran Church, 812 Soulard Street,

St.Louis, MO 63104,

‘Trinity Lutheran Church, 1805 South Eighth Street, St-Louts, Misxourt 63109, 231-4092

ii i Soulard Parlour Tour — Page 9



= Coffee RoastersSince 1930

JsCORERE

Valuable Valuable

Coupon Coupon

Expires 10/31/88 Expires 1061/88

— Joe Charleville -

Custom Roasting the

Finest Coffees Daily

* Over 75 Varieties

+ Gourmet Coffee Baskets

* Green Coffee

+ Jelly Bellys

* Mail Order

Downtown

Miss Hullings Bakery

1107 Locust

231-0009

Crestwood Plaza

Cornucopia (lower level)

968-8111

Phyllis Young I ood speee eee oe ‘
| cost of closing the loan and to p staying here when they have child ne
| pointsand that sortof thing, That isa real rather than moving to the suburbs NM eala bina dllh oad :
| incentive, and it gives us a competitive ik that we will have a very thriving hee shir He ine e »
| edge over some of the properties in the neighborhood. It's a true community in RVs BO WOTEY abou ing an km

county right now. comparison to other places. You know Sion on anybody. You can go out and j
| So, | don't k that blighting is a your neighbors, and that makes it sort of 40 your own thing,
| detrimental process here, although it can _ like a small town, Renaissance: Are there any other
| beif you have a really reluctant property Renaissance: What do you find are programs that you would like to make

j ouner who shows no intent or desire to the advantages of living in Soulard? POW Le OUL reecarel

make improvements and has an outra- © Alderman Young: | like the close

| geous price tag on that building. proximity Soulard has to alot of the things that thecity islooking z sgh owis called
I Again, Operation Impact can use the _ that I like to do in the city of St, Louis. It's Operation Conserv.

| Tight of eminent domain to go in and close to downtown for shopping and it's _ One of the problems with city gover
acquire those properties, but it doesn't close to the parks ment is that we have all of thes:
me. as the owner doesn’t get the fair You can go to Tower Grove Park and 10 offer, but nobody really coordinat
value of the property. take a three-mile run without any prob- them.

| Whathappensisthat Operation Impact _ lems over there and you can bicycle over, Sowhat we'vedone conserva:
will hire an appraiser, the property owner _ there if you want to tion ofÏcers and we are assigning them to

| gets his own appraisal, and also a third You Can easily get to Forest Park and specific neighborhoods, The ofÏcer's Job
| sal is made. This allows the court to _ participate in anything that is going on out _ 8 to cruise around and look for
| ie what the fairmarket valueisfor there. If you want to go to concerts along within the neighborhoods so tr
| _ that property and awards a judgment to Grand Blud., You have easy access to addressed immediately, We re

the owner. that. continually strengthen ourne

| Renaissance: Are there many build- The ball park is close as well as the Some of these problems need to be
| wulard that would be eligible for _ riverfront, and there's lots to do there. dressed ona routine and immediate
| _ blighting? Another thing that I think is important By having someone that is trained and

| _, Alderman Young: t'shard to say, but assigned to a particular neighborhood
the actual number is decreasing all’ the | those needs can be met immediately

| time, The fact that people are rehabbing OfÏcers will be trained to do building
| properties and there just aren't as many inspections as well as many other func

| vacant properties as there were when i tions that have been assigned to many
some of us came down here 10 years ago, j different departments before and trying to

| which is great, concentrate all that effort into one per-
| ‘Renaissance: Would youcaretomake son's hands for coordination purposes. |

| aforecast of what Soulard will be like, say think that will make a big difference in all
five to ten years down the line? the neighborhoods.

ee Wataerten Vor hope to seea very Renaissance: Alderman Young, I'd
nice neighborhood. By that mean visu- like to thank you for your time in answer
ally attractive. | think that there will con- ing our questions, Good luck in your future

tinue tobe a big economic m
neighborhood should be. PHYLLIS YOUNG come. It'was a pleasure

BSB

S JESUS CHURCH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
1115 Victor at Twelfth

St. Louis, MO 63104

77\-0078/832-2278

You are welcome!

Development _ Sunday Worship 1015 AM,
Sunday Church Schoo! 9:00 A.M,

i

One and two bedroom garden,

townhouses and alley houses

a$280 & Up wo Izy, ©

2306 South 13th Street - St.Louis, Missouri: 63104

Co Rev. Joan Mehler Dippel, Pastor

- Serving “the Heart of Soulard”

4 i for over 90 years.

S Deli °-
1924 Pestalozzi ie 9)

(314) 776-1811 Phone: 772-7611

3 HOURS

s SA NICK BOMMARITO MON-SAT, 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM
~\ : (ig Owner WED. 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
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SOULARD SOUND
By the Roving Reporter

What Christmas present would you

give to Soulard?

Carolyn Swindell, Nice Person

Jeff Thompkins,
Marketing Manager

1 would give Soulard a wine

cheese shop. It desperately needs one;

now we have to drive all the way to

Lafayette Sqi

Bob Printz,

Eclectic Professional

Entrepreneur

| would give it a forest along the

freeway from the brewery, St. Agatha

all the way past the market

From simple home improvements to

From first mortgages to

your house nee

feel MERCANTILE
BAK

~ ‘The resourceful bank

Rod Wright, President of the

Soulard Restoration Group

‘One, funds for an Executive Director
and housing ofÏce for the Soulard Res:

for, shells. jn. the neighborhood... And.
three, to have all the good softball

players move out of Lafayette Square.

What is your favorite Soulard

Christmas memory?
Gerri Soderberg,

Gerri's Apartment Prep Service

One of the most memorable Christ

mases in Soulard was last year at the

Christmas Party at my house when we

all gathered together after the House

Tour and ate and drank and had a great

time. We gathered around the piano

and sang Christmas carols. It was a

gathering of the Soulard people and it

was very friendly, very open — it was

THE PLACE FOR STEAKS,

SEAFOOD, PIZZA & BURGERS

pedestals C. C. Everley, Contract Our kitchen stays open
Administrator for the ___ LATE for dinner
Department of Defense ight Tues. — Sat.

My favorite Soulard Christmas ie Til 10 p.m. Sun.

memory is the first Christmas we spent

in our house right after it was rehabili-

tated. We moved in and were able to

decorate the whole block and move in

a 12 ft. high tree.

= IN HISTORIC SOULARD

2417 SOUTH 12th
Half Block South Of Russell

772-5977

Bill Wakefield, Project Engineer

That was last year. We were on the
Christmas Parlour Tour. We had about

800 people come through the house.

‘That made us really feel a part of Soulard.

“That we were tnily accepted and people

reallyappreciatedus, ourhouse and our

neighborhood. We really felt like part of
the community after the tour.

Less than 5 minutes from Busch Stadium!

The perfect place for serious post-game eating.

Soulard Parlour Tour Page 11



Happy Holidays

Trrsloy's 20/20
Perfect Vision in Hairstyling

Mon.-Sat. 9 A.M.-6:00 P.M
Evenings by Appt

2020 S. 12th 231-4811

In Histone Soulard

Join us for wine and cheese

any Thursday, Friday or

Saturday in December.

who was attending an

ference on radioactive chemistry.

—Twowomen from Switzerland, archi
tectural designers who enjoyed exploring

the Arch, the Wainwright Building, the

Old Courthouse and other area sights.

— Many British exchange students on

the road with Greyhound bus passes.

Pet beer

NINTH & RUSSELL

Wash and ‘Tom's Place
© Good Food - Friendly Service «

Beautiful Restaurant & Garden Dining

* Genuine Hickory

Smoked Ribs

* Steaks - Salads —

Sandwiches

* Hors ‘doeuvres Nightly

“til 1:30 am

* Carry-out available

Jimmy Jones & Co.

Ne Ww Year Ss

Open Monday - Saturday

11:00 am - 1:30 am

. Amateur Rehabber
id from page 7)

rebom as your home

It can still be done’ you do not have to

settle for someone else's visions. Create

you own!

Whether you do the work yourself or

hire contractors isnot as important as the

Soop gulag senting

many more in our little town in the city.

Tove Sor

| love the amalgamation of lifestyles,
the funky people, the friendly pubs, the

Market, the liveliness of this area in gen-

eral, and, of course, the gorgeous federal

and Victorian streetscapes that attracted

me in the first place.

Most of all, love the friendships that life

_ a

Speaking for myself, | do not know of

any feeling of pride and accomplishment

asstrongas that when I see my beckoning,

brightly-lit house from the night sidewalk.

And I did it myself.

You can make a difference! “Coming

Home to Soulard” is much more than a

trendy slogan. There’s plenty of room for

and experience life as a Soulard rehabber
has wrought,

| would not live anywhere else in this
city, because no other place holds this

same wonderful, roiling chemistry.

Ichose, and continue to choose, to live
right here.

Goodbye, Amateur Rehabber fans; |
am home.

Clementines

2001 Menard at Allen

664-7869

Live in Soulard?

773-5565 Next meeting: Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m.

; 2028 South 9th ‘inky Latberan Chachi and Soulard Stet

Why not check out

The Soulard Restoration Group

@ = Love Soulard?

Page 12 Soulard Parlour Tour



THE

FRAMERY

* Custom Picture Framing

+ Needlework

* Shadow Boxes

... also Posters,

Prints and Post Cards
Monday-Friday — 10:00-5:00

Saturday — 10:00-4:00

(Appointments available upon request)

1206 Russell Bivd.
74-42:

In Historic Soulard

5KG volunteers and market personr

pose for a picture after the Soulard

lift, held during Septem

ber before the House Tour

Free Trees and Planting Service Offered
Soulard homeowners and business

people can now help beautify the neigh:

bothood at no cost to themselves by

taking advantage of a tree planting pro-

gram o ed by the Soulard Restora

tion Group and the City of St. Louis

Forestry Division.

The program, which aims to enrich

Soulard by 500 ‘street trees by next

spring, is entirely free of charge. All a

property owner needs to do to have a tree

cl

idewalk is fill out the form

below granting permission and send it to

SRG's beautification committee.

Sie hen ere ee tee ee ee, a eee

Dinner Served

Til Midnight
Irish Entertainment

Seven Nights A Week

Open Sunday 3 - 12

Comer of 12th & Russell

776-8309
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

|. !fyou'd liko a twoftwo-and-a-halt caliper (trunk diamet ec plantedin 4

front of your home or business, please fill out this form :

I ~
Beautification Committee

1 Soulard Restoration Group '
1 P.O. Box 13312, Soulard Station 1

1 St. Louis, MO 63157 1

1 As the property owner, | allow the City ouis and the Soulard I

Group to plant a street tree(s) on my property. | understand that this n

1 quire the Soulard Restoration Group or it tractor lo remove pavement to 1
create a tree well. This work will be done of charge and | will not f

1 illed tor this work

! 1
1 Signed 1

| NAME (PLEASE PRINT), Toe
1 Address — 1

1 Home Address (if different) a4 1
Phon nm

PB ar =)

1
Y

ALCORN

CTOENESATAREURGaHEIEORN

All Types of Carpentry

+ Rehab + Remodeling

+ Room Additions - Decks & Porches

Cornice Work Our Specialty

Complete Construction Management

10 Years Experience

Call_

Bill Keyes

772-2894

1843 Kennett Place

Lafayette Square

COGN ° S28 Ro <6 TT 1a2O)N
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- Seasonal Delights Featured on Holiday Parlour Tour

play. The d

billions (a

nal and beer lovers wil

at from the stop at the

greet visitors as they gather at the starting

place of the tour, Jesus Church, at the

comer of 12th and Victor streets. Tours

will begin at 1 p.m. each day; ti

will leave at 5:30 p.m.

Tickets are $6 on the day of the tour

Advance tickets are only

purchased at any Ticketr

(allFamous-Bar,, Dillardsand Regal Sports

stores and Scott Air Force Base), the

Eugene Field House and Toy Museum, or

by calling the Soulard Restoration Group

at 771-5563

Thetouris underwritten by agrant from

Anheuser-Busch Companies; proceeds

benefit the SRG and its neighborhood

restoration and beautification projects.

Step Up St. Louis, a community service
organization, will donate up to $750 in

matching funds from the tour to purchase

trash cans for the neighborhood.

Here are some of the highlights of this

year's tour:

+ A former 4-famly fat bult inthe
psec that has been rehabbed into
Trodetn, iendly home for’ professional

The

at had

Duse

the all-brick stairwell provides an interest

ing architectural elemen eclectic

An apartment shared by two adver-

: to their

can walk to

exposed brick and plat

Decorating on the cheap for these young

professionals means festooning the walls

by wrapping the pictures in Christmas

paper and tying them with ribbons.

* An open, contemporary rehab fea”

turing two trees decorated by the owner's

sister, a professional florist. One tree will

be decorated with fruit omamentation;

the other with the owner's collection of

Christmas omaments in a variety of ani-

mal shapes.
* The owner of a lovely, Victorian re-

stored townhouse dresses up her home

each year with a 14-foot Christmas tree

and an assortment of garlands, teddy

bears and elaborately dressed and colffed
dolls. Her kitchen Christmas tree steals
the show with baby's breath, ecru bows

and white lights.

Carolyn Swindell’s restored Victorian townhouse will be featured on this year’s

Soulard Holiday Parlour Tour. Carolyn enjoys decorating for Christmas using her

collection of teddy bears, elegantly dressed dolls and elaborate decorations

* The house-as-hobby designed and

permanently in the process of renovation

by Soullrd’s original eclectic entrepre-

neur. The owner of this former 4-family

flat works on his house when he wants to,

which means off and on for the past 11

years.

The home features unusual architec-

tural pieces salvaged from St. Louis

demolished buildings, including a beauti-

fl wroos fone rade of pleces fromthe okd

For Christmas, the owner places a 14-

foot tree in his dramatic two-story stair-

welland invites friends over to hang 1,200-

plus omaments, including costume jew-

elry, seashells and heirlooms froma great-

grandmother.

So orget he fact that there ae only 21
; ham

dulge your:

Parlour Tour. After all, Judy Garland: says

‘Seed Company.sand..the, od he mie, “Meet Me in. bes ws ~ it's:

Treland’s Most Exclusive Crystal
direct to you from our factory-direct store!

"MAKE-UP" BELL

It is a tradition in Ireland to present couples with a

"Make-Up Bell This bell is rung when one partner

is ready to “make-up” and end any finle quarrel that

may take place dung their mamiage. It is expected

that each’ partner will ake their tum ringing the

bell, and not the same pariner every time.

40%-60% wow sopzcsed re prices
ecair sceaphin gs ces face. esc

ea cals pant

+ Bridal party gifts + Corporate gifts:

(+ Bridal registry seers trophies:
1 Ciysal cab

> Custom Engraving Available

IRISH CRYSTAL

1m Hueone Lafayere Square

1901 Park Ave” Se Louis, Mo, 6SO4 314-621-7572
Mon. thes Sat 1O-am-6 pm
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Celebrate Christmas at

Allen Avenue Restaurant

with the Barrelhouse

——~ BLUES Piano sounds of

James Crutchfield
Friday, Dec.23 241-2971

SPM tilclose $5 atdoor

Born in 1912 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, James

Crutchfield learned to play his unique style of blues

as a teenager in barrelhouses and levee camps in

Louisiana and Texas. After working with such no-
table blues figures as the legendary Elmore James

and Boyd Gilmore, he came to St. Louis in 1948 to
begin a local musical career that has included a 10-
year stint in Gaslight Square, recording sessions,
and several trips to Europe.

Allen « Avenue
Restaurant ¥

825 Allen Ave. _in Old Soulard



This Victorian multi-fami

vacant and crumt

chased and renovated i

required that the en:

rebuilt. In doing so, BSB c

standard working-class fam

spacious, light-filled apartm:

VINCENT’S
12th Street Market

2400 S. 12th STREET
In Soulard Area

Dry Butcher Green
Groceries shop Store

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

772-4710
‘WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS.

Vincent

“Your Friendly

Neighborhood

Grocer.”

421-2131

Zsee EDELE & MERTZ
SOUR OAR

1822 So. Broadway

St. Louis, MO 63104John Edele

Est. 1912Ed (Cork) Woelm
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DAILY LUNCH -;

SPECIALS

MON. - FRI.

11 AM-3 PM

DINNEK

CHINESE RESTAURANT [iitymegurt ce FRI-SAT. 3X

‘2 CARRY OUT — FREE DELIVERY 4PM-9PM 4PM- 10PM 75
Y, CALL CALL i

We 421-5260 421-0608 ye

sa) 498
=i 275

p 378

Roll :
a 29 .

ZG 1989
Calendars

1 Block East of 7th Street i

Between Lafayette & Geyer AY,


