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Chaminade, American Institute of Architects
to Tour Soulard Homes This Spring

by Mary Hosbach

The Chaminade Mothers’
Club and the American Insti-
tute of Architects will include

Soulard in their spring house
tours, according to members of

the Soulard Restoration Group's
Residential Promotion Com
mittee

Chaminade’ 's annual house
tour is a fund raising project for

the school.

This year’s tour is scheduled

for April 27 from 9:30 a.m. to

2:30 p.m. Lunch is included in

the price of admission. Tickets
are $18 with proceeds to bene-

fit Chaminade College Prep

School.

Bus transportation is available
for an additional $7. Busses
depart from Chaminade, 425

S, Lindbergh, at 9:00 a.m.

Tickets must be purchased by

April 25. Tourgoers requesting

bus transportation must pur-

chase tickets by April 14.

The house tour will feature

four homes near Chaminade as
well as four homes in Soulard.

Mary Ann Virant, co-chair-

man for the tour said, “Soulard

was chosen to add a new dimen-

sion to the tour, In the past, only

homes in West County have

been included. Soulard, with its

wealth of history and style, was
just what we were looking for.
We're thrilled the SRG was so
willing to work with us.”

Residential Promotion Com-
mittee co-chairman, Cyndi
Tompkins remarked, “We are
honored that Chaminade se-
lected Soulard, and although we
Sponsor our own tours in the fall

and at Christmas, this is the first
time a group has requested a
spring house tour

Richard Hansen, also co-« hair

ence the ies of our neigh-
borhood.”

Deciding which four homes to

place on the tour may have

been the toughest decision for
the Chaminade House Tour

Committee.

“It was difÏcult limiting the

tour to four homes. Besides, we

have so many beautiful homes

in Soulard, any number of them

could have been used for the

tour,” Hansen said.

The committee wanted to

choose a diversity of residences

to accurately depict the Soulard

community. Tompkins said,

“The four houses selected are
representative of the Soulard

neighborhood, yet each is dis-

tinctively different.”

The first house on the tour is

hardly your everyday, humble

abode. John Durnell and Rich-

ard Eaton’s beautiful three-story
home is “striking” by any stan-

dard, Black and white tiles blan-

ket the kitchen floor, The overall

color scheme uses variations of

grey and black to create a “dra-
matic look.”

John and Cindy Ludwig’s resi-

The New Orleans style home of Rod and Elaine Wright will be one of four homes

featured on the spring tour.

dence can be categorized as a

“country motif.” Exquisite an-

tiques highlight the interior, while

stenciled designs trim the walls

of the house.

Originally built as a four-fam-

ily flat, Rod and Elaine Wright's

home has a facade “reminiscent
of old New Orleans.” The house

is characterized by its large

shutters and brick sidewalks. A

brick wall that once separated

the four flats has been partially

removed, transforming the wall

into an arch dividing the kitchen

and dining rooms. A deck over-
looks the back yard adding just
the right touch to this New Or-

leans-style home.

Catherine Perry and Sedg

Meadinnovatively combined two

houses into one. The two build-

ings look nothing alike, and the

larger edifice was originally a

store front used for neighbor-

hood shops. This contempo-

rary house is decorated in bright

and vibrant colors and includes

a detached garage and studio.
The back yard contains several

flower beds which should be in
full bloom during the tour.

Reservationsare already being

taken for the Chaminade tour
with 1,200 spaces available.

Tickets can be purchased by

calling 391-8407 or 961-0447.

Tour promoters feel that the

added tour in Soulard will attract
more people to the tour.

“Response to this year’s tour
has been great!” Virant said.

ge dding Soulard to the
aks See CHAMINADE, page 6
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by Rod Wright

The arrival of spring always brings a lot

of activity to the Soulard Restoration

Group.

Of great importance is softball season.

Last year, a SRG co-ed team participated

in a league in Tower Grove Park. We

didn’t win a lot of games, but had a great

time. So, we're going to do it again.

Everyone is invited to play, or watch, or

join in at the bar after the game. For

information about playing, call Ed (Coach)

Bushmeyer. You should be wamed though,

with Coach “Captain Bligh” Bushmeyer,

new forms of torture and punishment

were discovered during practices. And

Cecelia — this year we think you should

buy a glove.

On a more serious note, spring means

a lot of clean-up activity in the neighbor-

hood. Brightside weekend for Soulard is

April 8. The SRG Beautification Commit-

tee has a Soulard Market clean-up sched-

uled for May 7 (make sure to ask Cindy

and Doug Howe about some of the more

subbe pcseres involved with this us

tion Week activities. For information, call

Paul “Captain Brightside” Kjorlie, Chair

of the Beautification Committee. And,

needless to say, we need and would ap-

preciate your help.

And if that’s not enough, the Member-

ship Committee has scheduled a SRG
night at the ballpark for a Cardinal game

”
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The Soulard Renaissance has a

circulation of 6,000 and is pub-
lished every two months by the

Soulard restoration Group. It is dis-

ie tributed in Soulard and St. Louis
area businesses and our advertisers.

Call 771-5563 for information

_ ‘fland to place ads. Letters to the

, Editor and articles are appreciated.
Copy deadline is one month prior to

the date of issue; ads are due 15

days prior. Address correspondence

to:

The Soulard Renaissance

P.O. Box 13312

Soulard Station

St, Louis, MO 63157

The Soulard Renaissance
=the Neighborhood Magazine of Historie Soulard®

NOTES FROM

BRICK HOUSE

(against the Pirates) on April 17, and is

discussing a possible “pub crawl” in the

neighborhood. The ball game starts with

everyone getting together for dinner at

Mike & Min’s, and car pooling to the

ballpark. Group rate for the tickets are

$5.00 — $3.00 off the regular price. For
poralioa, call Jeanne Weber at 771-

The Membership Committee is doing a

spectacular job this year planning lots of

fun events, and stimulating outstanding
attendance at ourmonthlymeetings. Their

hard work is greatly appreciated. It should

be mentioned, that dues this committee's

creativity and energy, the SRG won third

place in the Mardi Gras parade contest.

One final note, perhaps the greatest

‘SRG success story during the past year

has been the operation of the Mobile

Crime Watch Patrol. There is no question

that the patrol has been responsible for a

dramatic decrease in crime in our neigh-

borhood. No other single factor can con-

tribute so greatly to the stabilization of

residential life in Soulard.

ectly promotes the quality of residential

life in our neighborhood. If you want to
help —call me at 776-6723 — and | will

put you in touch with the Crime Preven-

tion Committeemembers who are coordi-

Contributing Writers: Jay Gibbs,

Richard Hansen, Rod Wright,

Dave Lester, Pete Grace,

Secretary's Corner|
by Cindy Howe

The latest meeting of the Soulard Res-

toration Group was held on Wednesday,

March 1, 1989. The minutes of this‘

meeting are as follows:

‘The meeting was called to order at 7:50

p.m. New members were introduced. The

Secretary's and Treasurer's reports were

accepted as read.

Trinity School is selling candy to raise

money for asbestos removal at the school

In light of the many things Trinity does for

the neighborhood, all individuals were

urged to support the School by ordering

candy.

Phyllis Young, Alderman of the 7th

Ward spoke briefly and urged everyone to

vote in the March 7 primary.

A presentation was given by the All-

City Public School Team, candidates for

the April 4, 1989 St. Louis Board of

Education election.

Jan Grace, co-chairman of the Mem-

bership Committee, described the Mem-

bership Drive being held by the commit-

tee. She urged everyone to become in-

volved. If each member recruited onenew

member, the committee's goal of 25 new
members before September would easily

be achieved. Jan also stated that post-

cards have been mailed to each SRG

member in order to verify membership

information. She urged that these be re-
tumed as soon as possible.

the membership. The first was a demoli-

tion request by Forest Park Investment for

property located at 816 Russell. Due to

the unsafe condition of the structure, as

supported by the architectural study ob-

tained, Fred proposed that the member-

ship approve the request. The move was

seconded, discussion followed and the

pornos was approved with 2 members
posed. A proposal involving the open-

ing Ay agift shop at 2010 South 13 Street
was also presented. This was supported

by the membership unanimously. Finally,

the membership supported a recommen-

dation that a letter of opposition be writ-

ten regarding the demolition of the Ar-

cade & Wright building located in down-

town St. Louis.

Barbara Marshall reported on the ac-

tivities of the Business Development

Committee. She stated that the commit

tee is compiling a list of the current Sou-

lard business and intends to poll the

membership regarding their business

needs.

Paul Kjorlie, chairman of the Beautifi-

cation Committee, announced that Op-

eration Brightside will be held April 8.

Members were solicited to be block cap-

tains for this event. He also stated that the

Market Clean-Up would be held May 7.

Two Board actions were reported. A
gift certificate was donated to the 3rd

District Police OfÏcer of the Month pro-

gram. In addition, the Board approved

other neighbor-Sigs sermons
and stated that guides are needed on May

6 and 7 to help with that tour.

also reported on items we should be aware:

of as we patrol.

Fred Andres, chairman of the Code

committee, brought three issues before

Calendar
April 10

‘Membership — Special. Events

Committee meeting — 7:30 p.m.

Call 436-1963 tor location.

April 17

Baseball outing — Open to All.

Cardinals vs. Pirates, Call §
Jeanne Weber at 771-8428 for. .

reservations.

May 2?

Bicycle Tour — Casual Ride

through St. Louis neighbor-

hoods, Call Phil Wiliman at 773-

6573 for details, date.

May 8

Mem.-Spec. Events Committee

(see above),

June 12

Mem.-Spec. Events Committee

(see above).

tee There was no new business. The meet-
ing was adjoumed, and everyone had a
great time at the social which followed.

Soulard Market

Spring Cleanup
Planned for May
SRG's 2nd Annual Soulard Market

Spring Cleanup will begin a 1 p.m., onee May 7. 1989. SRG's Beautifica-
tion Committee intends to make this twice

yearly event happen every year.
Last year, SRG was the only Soulard

neighborhood organization to help the
Soulard Market Merchants Association
cleanup our neighborhoods centerpiece.

Volunteers for this springs cleanup are
asked to report to the Market Masters
ofÏce. Tools and trash bags will be aval

able; so just bring yourself!

Last years efforts, also,

done,
invited to a buffet (that's right, food!) at
‘one of Soulards more elegant homes.

If you'd like to volunteer for this much
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Gravois Landscaping Project
The Soulard Restoration Group Beau:

tification Committee is currently working

with the City Parks Department to land:

scape Gravois Avenue between Russell

and Geyer, Planting will occur this spring,

Currently, the city has developed plans

for two of the open areas on this part of
Gravois. One of these is for the strip

bordered by Gravois on the south, I-55 on
the north and Apostolic Pentacostal

Church on the east. The City has pro-

posed the planting of a variety of trees in

this area,

The other area is a small triangle at

13th Street, on the south side of Gravois.

The plan for this area uses the existing

flowerbed in the center of the lot as the

focal point, Small bushes are proposed

along the south side to conceal a short

retaining wall. In addition, the Cityrecom-

mends the planting of several trees.

The Beautification Committee has re-

viewed these drawings and suggested

certain modifications to the Parks Depart-

ment.

First of a Series:

Avoiding Victimization Is

Focus of Operation Safestreet
Greetings from Operation Safestreet.

Thisis the first of a series of regulararticles

that we will be writing to alert people of

the crime risks and some detailed sugges-

tions on how to avoid becoming a victim.

First, let's lay some groundwork. Crime

prevention is for everyone. Crime preven-

tion works if you follow the rules. Crime

prevention isan elegantly simple concept.

We define it as anticipating risks, rec-

ognizing risks and “being prepared to
take some action” to eliminate or reduce

those risks.

As the months unfurl we will be identi-
fying a variety of risks. Some may apply to

theft, personal assault, child protection,

vy Ox in our upstairs
dining room and

5 for dinner every night

Serving Breakfast,

Lunch and Dinner

‘Monday through Saturday
and Private Parties

SOULARD'S

RESTAURANT

» and BAR

ar

Do Yo Love Living in Soulard?
Would You Like to Meet More of Your Neighbors?

THEN MEMBERSHIP IN THE

SOULARD RESTORATION GROUP
IS FOR YOU!

The Group consists of homeowners,

renters and local businesses. Meet-

ings are held the first Wednesday of

each month at the auditorium of Trin-

ity Lutheran Church, 8th and Soulard,

at 7:30 p.m. Come join us!

as well as residential and business crime,

You will also find that we will be spending

time describing persons, places, seasons,
or times of the day that are most vulner-

able,

Everyone does not have an equal op-
portunity to become a crime victim!

As you become more informed and

educated about crime prevention you will

not only be better prepared to recognize

risks and know how to better protect

yourself, your family and your possessions

— you may be able to eliminate a great

deal of unnecessary fear.

Watch for “tips” from Operation Safe-

street and pass them on!

The Arthritis Foundation Support

Groups provide assistance to people with

arthritis, their friends, family members

and other persons interested in managing

problems associated with arthritis.

Education about arthritis and its treat-

ment is offered by knowledgeable speak-

ers, Mutual support is fostered by open

discussions of concems, problems and

‘experiences

The clubs also sponsor recreational and

social activities.

For more information call the Arthritis

Foundation at (314) 644-3488.

Trees and bushes are some of the improvements planned for this small park at

13th and Gravois.

Soulard Housing List Springs In!
Spring is breaking out all over Soulard,

and along with the daffodils and roses are

sprouting for-sale real estate signs. Spring

is traditionally the busiest time of year in

the real estate trade and affords the best

selection of Soulard homes and property

during the entire year.

Prices range from gutted shells starting

about $7500 to Victorian mansions priced

upward of $160,000. A great range and
diversity of prices and house styles beckon
the home hunter.

Rehabbers, first time buyers, move-up

buyers, and executives can all find some-
thing to their liking, in a charming mix of

city bustle near Soulard Market and the

quiet, sloping residential streets nearby,

Comer storefronts invite the entrepre-

neur of today as they did a century ago.

Start your house-hunting adventure by

obiaining a free list of houses for sale in

Soulard. Call 771-5563 for your copy of
the latest Soulard Housing List, published
quarterly by the Soulard Restoration

Group.

Whether you're single, a couple, or a
family, there’s bound to be a home a

waiting your discovery in the Historic

Soulard Neighborhood. Get your list to-
day, and happy house-hunting.

tree(s), please be a little more patient!
‘SRG's Beautification Committee was

so successful that last year in getting tree

requests from Soulard residents — that

they exceeded the planned 250 trees by
40 locations!

Consequently, the City of St. Louis

Forestry Division will be planting these
remaining trees this spring.

SRG's chief smooth-talker, its ultra-

dynamic President, Rodney Wright, was

The area is

Name (print)

As the property owner, | allow the City of St. Louis and the Soulard
Restoration Group, Inc. to plant a street tree(s) on my property. |
understand that this may require the Soulard Restoration Group (or its
contractor) to remove pavement to create a tree well. This work will be
done free of charge and | will not be billed for this work.

The area to be penies! is currently covered with:
Q brick Q concrete/asphalt

inches in width.

trees gratis (free !). So, we'll stil be able to
get another 250 trees this fall.

If you don't have a tree yet, be sure to

fil out the attached form so you can get a

free tree this fall.

This spring, all Soulard tree owners will

receive a copy of the Soulard Tree Own-

ers Manual. This informative brochure
will be full of useful tree maintenance tips

and it comes complete with an “Unlimited
Lifetime Guarantee!" Watch for it.

| TREE PLANTING PERMISSION FORM 1

1

Q lawn

Address

Home Address (f different)

Phone # at Home.

Re

2307 11th Street,

I

J
1

1

1

1
1

1
1

!

1
1

1

1
I

1
I

! 5
1 St. Louis, MO 63104-4201

jeturn to:
SRG Beautification Committee,

Phone # at Work.

---------4
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THERE GOES THE NEIGHBOR

The divisive issue of demolition has

once again been raised, like a re irritated

wound that just won't go away. | would

much rather be writing a humorous bit of
fluff in this column, but this recurring issue

again needs to be addressed

My strong views of this subject are

known to many, and are fueled by the

realization that the problematic existence

of derelict building shells in Soulard is not
going away; in fact, this is an issue that is

going to assert itself with accelerating

frequency.

If the things I'm about to write about
rufÒe some feathers, so be it. I dislike

controversy and discord more than any-
‘one, but this time I feel I must speak up.

Here goes

At the March SRG membership meet-
ing the final sentence of execution was
passed on the sad remains of 816 Russell

Bivd. After some discussion the landslide
vote was cast: to raze this pre-Civil War

flounder house with its forward Victorian
addition, and replace it with a few parking

spaces and some fenced in lawn.

Of course the story isn't quite that
simple.

This structure's eulogy bears the famil-
far strains of past refrains. It was held by

a series of do-tittle owners, as it suffered a
fire and mounting abuse’ from the ele-
ments, Itwas ignored and neglected to the

816 Russell Bld. Will we learn ai

point that part of it fell down.

that cannot be capped.

Free Estimates

Blkk DYE
PLUMBING CO, Ici.

Specializing in:

Renovation & Restoration

Sewer & Water Repairs

776-1800

7819 Lynch

St Louis, Mo.

2 Historic Soulard

~

inything from the destruction of this house?

Finally, conventional wisdom called for
its removal, much like a decaying tooth

The SRG reacted to the owners demo-
lition request by employing a structural

engineer to make a judgement on the

situation. Without stepping inside the hulk,
he pronounced it unsafe and unsavable.

I'll admit that its renovation would have

been very difÏcult and costly, but | am

bothered by a couple of glaring questions

about his testimony.
Why did the engineer call the house a

“3 walled lean to” when it is undoubtably

a 4 walled regular flounder?

Why did the engineer not notice or

If you don't believe me, go look for

YOURSELF.

What is so scary to me is our near blind

, without cross examination,
of the opinions of one “expert.” Appar-

ently, not one SRG member bothered to

give the building much more of a cursory

look than did the engineer.

In fact, no one at the SRG meeting even
bothered to demand photos or other evi-

dence to back the engineer's findings. No

‘one checked on the SRG Code Commit-

tee assertion that the architecture of the

building was not of sufÏcient interest or

‘significance to warrant fighting the démo-

tition request.

Well now you have a photo — be your
own judge of architectural merit.

The ofÏcial “Landmarks Survey of

OOD

Soulard’ listed 816 Russell as having neigh-

borhood significance. As such, “demoli-

tion would diminish the character of the
neighborhood.”

Twonder how many of those that voted

for the demolition are aware of this survey
map, which incidently was used in all the

historic district legislation for Soulard.

On the surface the SRG did everything
right. It hired an expert to examine the

shell and utilized his rendered opinion to

Teach its own conclusion. But | wish we
had solicited a ‘second opinion,’ free of

charge, from a few of the rehabbers who
are the most familiar with saving the

difÏcult buildings rights in our area.

I personally know several people who

have rebuilt and rehabbed Soulard homes

in worse condition than 816 Russell Blvd.

Buildings that are now attractive homes or

investment properties, not vacant lots or

parking spaces. Don't their opinionscount

in the equation?

Beware of over reliance on experts at

the exclusion of common sense and prac-
tical experience: it was that ancient engi-

neering marvel, the lead water piping of
Rome that inexorably and mortally poi-

soned the aristocracy.

Oh well, it’s all moot anyway, isn't it?

The building is going to be tom down, so
all the above are wasted words in this
ne e1

‘beyond the trashing of one historical bulld-
ing. It's high time we leamed from these

Tecurring situations.

What can we derive from the experi-

ence of 816 Russell Blvd?
Let's retum to the earlier tooth decay

analogy for a moment. How does one
avoid cavities in one’s teeth?

That is accomplished by brushing and
flossing and seeing a dentist regularly.
When a cavity is discovered, the tooth is
drilled and filled to preclude further decay.
One does not ignore the cavity until it
becomes an unsightly, painful and in-
fected stump, demanding immediate ex-
traction.

Yet that is how the SRG has been
treating the ‘cavities’ of our neighbor-

See BITES, Page 5

You Are Welcome!

Sunday Church School

Sunday Worship

Jesus CHurcH UNiTeD CxurCH OF CHRIST
1115 Victor at Twelfth

. St Louis, MO 63104
771-0078 /638-26116

9:00 a.m.

10:15a.m.

Rey. Joan Mehler Dippel, Pastor.

Serving "the Heart of Soulard"
for over 90 years.
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BITES
hood, the vacant and neglected shells.

About 10% of Soulard’s historic build:
ingsare still vacant and so this issue ismore

than just a tertiary, philosophical exercise.
In the last several years the SRG's involve-
ment in the building shell issue has been in

the reactive role. Someone applies for a

permit to raze their ‘unsalvagable’ struc-
ture, and then the SRG reacts.

It wasn't always like this, but for the
recent past it has. Unfortunately, in these
reactive situations the SRG has been re-
markably unsuccessful in blocking demoli-
tions in the neighborhood.
Howmany times in the last several years

has the SRG been successful in challenging
a demolition, and then the structure in
question was renovated? 0 for 13, folks.

Congratulations! We now have vacant
lots at: 1713, 1717, and 1723 S. 7th;
1727S, 8th; 2347 S. 10th; 2302, 2304)
and 2346 Menard; 1001 Allen; 717 Sh-
enandoah; and soon, 816 Russell.

‘The best the SRG could do was to delaya
few of the above mentioned demolitions
temporarily, but in terms of net results, 13
historic buildings have been lost in the last
4-1/2 years,

Adding insult to injury, several of the
demolitions were city ordered, the SRG.
Powerless to intervene,

One comment regarding 816 Russell
was to the effect that the SRG, “should
save its moral suasion strength for other
battles.” Given the record, this logic seems
dubious at best,

Clearly this reactive role has been singu-
larly unproductive. Even worse, there are
still about 15 deteriorating shells in Sou

lard, any of which could suddenly emerge

occur,

Thenext couple of years are critical ones

in Soulard’s continuing development. This

according to a city commissioned
‘Campbell Group Study.’

One of the results of the study is the new

ee wide program called ‘Operation Con-
rv.

It's time for the SRG to stop being just a

‘of real-estate development and

preservation, and get on the front line, to
seize the initiative, tomake things happen.

But what things and how? Here are my

ideas.

Continued from Page 4

1) Put together a knowledgeable grou
of rehabbers from the area. Their function
would be to create a building shell list of
Properties in the neighborhood. These

Properties would be photographed, stud:

ied for historical merit and rated on physi-
cal intactness.

The present list is woefully short on
details and this would cost virtually nothing.

2) Use the list to assign a priority order
to the vacant buildings based on location

and condition, and to formulate and enact

a series of escalating responses to the
various types of shell situations.

3) Redouble the SRG's efforts in the
role of clearinghouse’ to bring homebuy-

ers, developers, rehabbers and these shells
together. Unless buyers are found for

these shells, little can be done.
The SRG promotes a number of worth- by

while activities and programs.
We now need to assure that more Sou-

lard renters buy homes in Soulard when
they're ready. Bring the right people to-
gether and positive things do happen.

‘The crux of my ideas is this: The SRG
should sit up the take more notice of the
vacant around us, and take
appropriate action to assure their preser-

vation, purchase, and renovation. | am

advocating a stronger approach and meth-
odology,

Radical? Maybe. Necessary? Definitely!
If the SRG does begin to address this

important issue, then perhaps the demoli-

tion of 816 Russell will have been justified.
Butif the SRG insists upon sticking its head
in the sand until another demolition re-
quest looms imminent, then 816 Russell

becomes even more of a waste.

selves “The Neighborhood Association of
Soulard,” then it’s time we fulfled the role.

Thealtemative is the status quo, and inev-
tably, the loss of more history to demoli-
tion.

| implore anyone who agrees or dis-

agrees with my contentions and ideas to

write to “The Soulard Renaissance” and

sayso openly. Thisisno time for backbiting
and silence; thisis the time for dialogue and

action. The continued progress of Soulard

depends on it, and us.

Let's DO IT!
The opinions and ideas that are ex-

pressed in this or any other article are

not necessarily the same as the SRG

Board or its members,

B08 GEYER-
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NORION’S CAFE
TN SOULARD

Editor's Corner |
This wonderful, old neighborhood we

call Soulard has endured a lot of change
‘over the course of its history. If anything is

certain, change will continue to be a factor

in the neighborhood's future.

In the past 300 years, Soulard grew

from woods and burial mounds into a

country getaway for the privileged. With

the discovery of gold in Califory, Soulard

began its life as an apartment district for

those headed west.

The horse drawn trolley is given a lot of
credit for making the neighborhood acces-

sible to downtown on a daily basis,

Professional people started building

single family homes, and soon the neigbor-

hood was chocked full of buildings and

people, workers and business owners side
side.

‘That went on for 30 or 40 years until the

magical automobile became affordable to

many. Why live with a bunch of coal soot

when you could live several miles west and

just drive into work? So long people with

money. Hello people who can't afford a
car to escape!

That went on for awhile until the World

War Il brought workers into the city and

swelled the density of the neighborhood to

a point where the a cous not
support the usage. Soulard became a slum,

Fol ore tion eal ihicob ia Ee
new interstate highway system.

A twist of fate forced the interstate to S-

tum around what we now know as Sou-
lard. That single factor could have wiped us
off the map but it didn't. It actually

created an opportunity,

No less than two groups of “Urban

Pioneers’ seized that opportunity, and with
a great deal of optimism and investment,

restarted the heart of a dying patient named

Soulard. Once again, change.

‘One thing unique about Soulard is thatiit

is a “new’ old neighborhood. We have

many different people who possess many

different discriptions of the universe. So

what am I getting to?

Letters to the Editor, of course! Because

Soulard is so young and successful, we as

stewards of the neighborhood, must de-

velop a plan of continuing development
that is acceptable to all interests in Soulard.

Arewe residential? Are we commercial?
Are we tourist oriented? Are we friendly?

Manymore questions can be raised and we

should have an overall neighborhood pol-

icy to deal with these predicaments.
I have talked with different interests in

the neighborhood, and I've heard some

good ideas. Some mistrust has developed

‘over the years between certain people, but

we can overcome that

For the next several issues of the Sou-

lard Renaissance, | would like toutilize the

“Letters to the Editor” column for just this

purpose. Send your ideas about the ‘Big

Picture’ in Soulard to our Post OfÏce Box.

Iwill get them and print them for the whole

neighborhood to read and digest. If you

havean idea foran article, let me knowand

we'll schedule you for an ‘issue.
‘The deadline for the next issue is MAY

1, 1989.
Don't forget about change!

Dave Lester, Editor

GLASS
WORKS

Leaded

Art Glass

Original Design
or Reproduction

= + NeedleworkLunch and Dinner Specials pit” a : Shedaw Sexes
Cajun Specialties . ..also Posters,

Seafood, Chicken, FREE iegayine ess

Be ee ie ea CONSULTATION acaiae
11:00 a.m.-12:00 In Spring Ee

- Custom Picture Framing

—— eee
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From Oil City to Soulard

Kathy Dabrowski: SRG Pioneer
by Ed Bushmeyer

If you are like most of us, you have

eaten more of those yurr

cookies than any diet could

you probably didn’t know that the pers

who heads the annual Gir! Scout cookie

sales drive was also one of the Soulard

Restoration Group's most active mem-

bers during its formative years.

This month's column highlights the
many contributions that Kathy Dabrowski

has made to improve our Soulard neigh:

bothood.

Kathy Dabrowski grew up in Oil City,

Pennsylvania, a small city located about

90 miles north of Pittsburgh. As the name

might suggest, Oil City is near the site

where oil was first discovered in the United

States.

Kathy left Oil City in 1970 to attend
William Woods College in Fulton, Mis-

souri. After graduating in 1974 with a

degree in psychology she got married and
moved to St. Louis’ Central West End.

She and her husband, Bill Poe, moved
into the first apartment building rehabbed
by Mead-McClellan in Soulard in 1976.

Area banks were so skeptical of our neigh-

borhood’s future at that time that Mead-

McClellan was not able to get the financ-

ing to rehab the unit that Kathy and Bill

=

would occupy until after Kathy and Bill
signed a lease. Thé completion of that

apartment building on the southwest cor-
ner of 11th and Shenandoah marked the

beginning of the rental rehab market in

EASTERN
AUTO MECHANIC & BODY REPAIR

USED CAR SALES

2016 S. NINTH ST. (REAR)

PICKUP & DELIVERY

TOWING

WE WORK WITH DEDUCTIBLES

£ SEE
BRYAN MAGUIRE

a u OR CALL

wi 8, 771-7402

g 2 oF
2 644-4015

RUSSELL

8
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In 1977 Kathy and Bill bought a house

on South 13th Street. They wer ng

the first homeowners in the neighbor.

hood to secure a gut rehab construction

Joan. Mead-McClellan did the custom rehab

construction

Kathy got involved with the SRG shortly

after moving to Soulard and became the

House Tour Chairperson in 1978. During

her two years as chairperson, the house

tour grew in size, stature and quality.

Kathy also served as an SRG Board

member from 1978-1980. In 1980 she

was elected to a one year term as SRG

Vice-President and in 1982 shewaselected

Secretary of the group.

In the fall of 1983, Kathy took the

plunge and became SRG President. Under

her leadership the Friends of Soulard

Program was instituted as a way of getting

outsiders interested and involved in our

neighborhood.

By 1984 banks had decided that Sou-

lard wasn't such a bad investment after all,

Asa result, we had three major apartment

developers active in the neighborhood.

While there was some difference of opin-

ion about the relative quality of the devel-

‘pers’ products, the group decided to sup-

portall three companies’ requests for City

financial assistance, rather than limiting

support to any one developer.

Like many SRG members, Kathy Dab-

rowski's community involvement has not

been limited to Restoration Group activi

ties. She served for four years on the

board of the St. Agatha Day Care Center.

She has also held key volunteer positions

in the political campaigns of yours truly

and Alderman Phyllis Young.

The birth of daughter Molly and a di-

vorce made 1986 an eventful year for

Kathy. While keeping up with a three-

year-old has necessitated curtailing some

of her SRG involvement, Kathy has con-

tinued to grow professionally,

Chaminade House Tour
Continued from page 1

tour is part of the reason for this. Our

regular tour goers are excited about the

addition of the rehabbed neighborhood.

nual convention in St. Louis on

Localchapter member James Hol

commented. “The St. Louis area in gen-

eral has gone through many changes in

the past 10 years. Unfortunately, our tour

only will be able to cover portions of
Soulard and Lafayette Square, due to time

constraints.”

The architects will visit Soulard on May

6 and 7, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Soulard

resident John Soderberg will guide the
tour. Part of the architects’ tour will in-

clude Soulard’s historic row houses. The.

itinerary includes touring Mead/McClel-

lan rehabilitated units as well as other re-

stored and renovated buildings in the

Market as well as the newly refurbished

Trinity Lutheran Church, which is cele-

brating its 150-year anniversary.

Both tours will enable people unfamil-
jar with the Soulard area to enjoy its

friendlyatmosphere and rich history. They

may even find time to pick up an antique
‘or two and buy some fresh fruit at the

market.

The Soulard Restoration Group Resi-

dential Promotion Committee assisted

with arrangments for both tours.

The home of Catherine Pery and Sedg Mead is unique in its use of two buildings
as one.



Uncle Duke Says: ‘Yuppie, My Hind Foot’

If ever I four

one gene

some

opposite d

not to ove

the midst

fine touch, but |

played it with some skill and succeeded

rather admirably.

Then along comes the presumptuous

press, Prosi ming for all the world to

he city isthe Midwestern Mecca

hly homogenized and totally

predictable Yuppie. Cripe!

There are some things that curl my

toenails and this is one!

They used to call us Urban Pioneers and
that was bad enough — Was this a prairie

wasteland or what?

Did no one live here before the gentry

decided this would bea good place to have

house tours?

Then we were restorationists and re-

habbers — not offensive, I suppose, but in

my specific instance it rather overstated

the case. But Yuppies?

Why do you think I came into the city

anyway if not to differentiate myself from’

everymother's son who went to law school

and then on to fashionably plump and

drowsy suburbia?

The city was a flag

figurative freak

y bore the

hat like the

idst of what, to

as a bleak andall the world but a few, w

frightening scape

Native bom St. Louisans s kered, and

jal com:

nunal hippies in

fluence of some

y the idea of life in the city

we thought, or

re people were disposed to

mbs to their noses in response

al wisdom and lifestyles,

Who knows? Maybe Marshall McLuhan.

Anyway, one thing led to another and

suddenly we're mainstreamed and upscale.

eone blabbed and the Magic of City

Living was ome of the myths were

debunked, ghosts fled their closets, drag

ons by the dozen were slayed and flayed,

and thenext thing know, Jefferson Avenue

is the Yellow Brick Road and I'm living in

a hotbed of Volvos and golden retrievers

Well, as Gabby Hayes might say, ‘I

ain't agonna leave.”

I was here when, if it was respect you

wanted, yournumbled when anyone asked

you where you lived. “East of 270 and

north of Gravois” was generally sufÏ-
ciently vague.

Iremember when this was the slow lane
d the fast-trackers wouldn't so much as

1 down th ndows on the way

I'm no less guilty th.

just feel bad about not spe

Butl'mafraidno amour

re

and1've been here too lor

move Just be

calls me bland names

No, for better or worse, I't

attached to the old neighborhood, and |

suppose I'm cc stick around tc

Editors Note: Duke Haydon he

ved and died in the City and Lafay

uare since 1974. He is perhaps the

his solar system with a

nglish, Philosophy and

il Engineering. He currently makes

his living pursuing the latterat Innsbrook

in Warren County. (That's 55 miles —

). He writes for the Innsbrook in

house journal and the Lafayette Square

Marquis. His proudest moments of late

have been the birth of a son to his wife
Diana and him in 1987 and appearing

ne Park in the sum

yette Park

only person

ng up sooner.

ing or self

process,imination car

kind of in Shakespeare

mer of 1988 in

MITHRA |

GLASSWORKS
Leaded and Stained Glass Windows

Lamps and Hangings

Original Designs and Reproductions

Complete Line of Hobby Supplies

Classes Forming NOW!

HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.
Sat. 9:30-5:00

1304 SIDNEY

NINTH
and

@ | ALLENSoulard Mardi Gras Posters

1982-1989

$500 Each

Limited Editions: °20TM tach
Numbered and Signed by Artist

1985 Poster Is Only Available in

Limited Edition at $25.00 each.

NIGHTS :
a WEEK ;

Please Enclose an Additonal $1.50 for Mailing Charges.

e MUSIC BY LOCAL MUSICIANS EVERY NIGHT

¢ TUESDAY: OPEN MIKE NIGHT

¢ OUTDOOR COURTYARD NOW OPEN

¢ PRIVATE TABLES AND FRIENDLY BAR

¢ INTERIOR BY LOCAL ARTISTS

¢ SERVING FOOD UNTIL MIDNIGHT

241-2971 sasST. LOUIS, MO.

In Historic Soulard

Send Check or Money Orderto:

Soulard Business Association

P.O. Box 12239

St. Louis, Mo. 63157

cat 621-7032
For Additonal Information
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If you find the prospect of living in St.

Louis’ oldest surviving residential neigh-

borhood attractive, yet desire the low-

upkeep and convenience of living inanew

house, Mark Conner Builder has the

answer for you. And the answer comes at

a surprisingly low cost

Mark Conner's “Soulard Townhouses”

will be built on a vacant lot at 9th and

Lami, In total, nine units are planned

(perhaps fewer if buyers opt for larger

units). The exterior construction with be

replica 19thcenturyarchitecture, coupled

with the features buyers find attractive in

today's housing market.

Two basic floor plans (with options) are

available. The smaller has two bedrooms

with 1-1/2 baths. The large master bed-

room (17'x121/2) has a window seat be-

tween closets than run the entire width of

the bedroom. The master bath is large,

with skylights and double bowl vanity.

These two-bedroom townhouses have an

eat-in kitchen, living room and dining

room. Total square footage for these units

is approximately 1,150.

The larger townhouse, which is nearly

1,500 square feet in size, has three bed:

rooms with 2-1/2 baths, including a mas-

ter bedroom with a large walk-in closet

The master bath has an oversize tub

(constructed on a platform), double bow!

vanity, two linen closets, eat-in kitchen,

anda “great room” that allows a variety of

‘options in the design of “living” and

“dining” room space.

‘Standard with both units are brick fa-

cade construction on the front, sides, and

DRY CLEANING

e

FOR LAUNDRY

Monday-Friday —
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SOULARD

SOAP

LAUNDROMAT

DROP-OFF LAUNDRY

© 8-HOUR WORKDAY TURNAROUND

ATTENDANT ON DUTY

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

NINTH and SOULARD

231-1137

00 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

Saturday and Sunay — 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

New homes will be modeled after this

existing 19th century structure.

comice, fireplaces, elevated back decks,

private alley, carpeting, quarry tile, and

dormer skylights providing natural light

ing for the master bathrooms. Unlike

many homes in Soulard which are narrow

and deep, these homes will be 31 feet

wide allowing plenty of front windows for

natural lighting. The basic design of the

townhouses has been modeled after an

existing 19th century building allittlenorth

of this location on 9th street

Perhaps the most attractive feature of

the townhouses are their basement ga-

rage parking (entrance from the alley),
with indoor access to the living area. In

The ‘Filling In' of Soulard Continues
addition to space for parking, basements we approached the problem of building

have storage spaceandlaundryhook-ups. in-fill housing in a historic district, we

The two-bedroom units have a one car devoted substantial time and money to

garage with a very large utility room. The _ ward finding solutions to the problem of
three-bedroom units have a spacious two matching what we know that public wants

car garage with a utility room. when buying new homes, with what neigh-

Most potential buyers will be surprised _borhood associations want in preserving

to find out just how little up-front money the historic integrity of their neighbor-
it takes to purchase a “Soulard hoods.”

Townhouse” from Mark Conner Builder. There is no question that Mark Conner

Because the development has received _ has successfully addressed that problem:

FSIP (For Sales Incentive Program) assis- buildings that architecturally blend into
tance, a two bedroom townhouse can be 19th century neighborhoods while pro-

bought with as little as a 3% down pay- viding indoor parking, decks, and the

ment, andthe three bedroom with aslittle other conveniences of owning a newly

as 5% down. FSIP assistance covers all. constructed home

Closing costs. And since the project is tax For information about “Soulard Town-
abated, annual property taxes are less houses,” call Mark Conner Builder at

than $50. 436-1135.

Mark Conner is a pioneer in rebuilding

and rehabbing in near southside neigh

borhoods. During the past seven years,

his company has been responsible for

building more than 400 “for-sale” resi-

dential units — more for-sale new housing

than any other single developer in the City

of St. Louis.

During a period when many residential

developers are facing difÏcult times, Mark

Conner is still planning and building resi-

dential developmentson thenear southside

(visit his innovative St. John Square hous

ing development in LaSalle Park). Home

building is alwaysa risky business, and it is

particularly risky when developments are

planned in historic neighborhoods.

When asked to account for his success

and longevity, Mark Conner said, “When

VINCE
12" Street Market
2400 South 12'* Street

In Soulard Area
Butcher

Groceries Shop Store

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

772-4710
We Accept Food Stamps

Vacant lot on which the homes will be

built.

Your Friendly

Neighborhood

Grocer

421-2131

we”
ys

MARES
John Edele

Ed (Cork) Woelm

EDELE & MERT:

1822 So. Broadway

St. Louis, MO 63104

Est. 1912



Alderman

Phyllis Young

Victorious in

Re-Election Bid

Committee Woman Judy Young and Soulard Restoration Group President Rod

Wright congratulate Alderman Phyllis Young on her landslide victory in the
Democratic Aldermanic Primary Election.

Free checking is on the
menuat American Bank.
The new American Advantage”

serves you a feast of benefits

fora low minimum.

4666 Lansdowne

1731 South Broadway Mi
isday 9a.m.- 4:30 p.m. PHONE

421-3200

Alderman Phyllis Young thanks many of the volunteers who worked diligently on

her re-election campaign. “Without your help and support I could not have done

it!” Young asserted. “You people are the reason I want to continue to work to

improve our neighborhoods and our city.”

—

m""You Can Get
in Shape

with a Little Help
from Your
Friends.

Join Downtown’s

Most Complete Fitness Facility

5 Minutes from Soulard

e Caring, Informed Staff e Six Racquetball Courts (no fees)

Two Gymnasiums e Indoor Running Track

e Nautilus/Olympic Weights _¢ Swimming Pool

JOIN NOW — COME SEE OUR NEWLY

REMODELED FACILITIES

The Downtown YMCA
1528 Locust St., 436-4100
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New Starkloff Clinic Now Open
On February 2st, the City of St. Lo

opened the new Max C. Starkloff

Center on the City’s near s¢

west of Soulard. The fac

2220 Lemp at

old clinic at City

to operate

closed in 198:

Thenewclinici

foot complex, al

approximately 20,000 square

feet of the complex and provides an exten-

sive array of primary care in the following

areas: Adult Medicine, OB/GYN, Pediat

rics, Ophthalmology, Dental, Non-Emer-

gency Walk-In, Laboratory, Pharmacy,

Nutrition, Social Services, and Dermatol-

ogy.

The health center is open from 8:00

a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Fri

day. The telephone number is 772-7100

The clinic is operated by the St. Louis

Regional Health Care Corporation, which

also operates the City’s other clinics. Dr.

William Kiely Sullivan, M.D., M.S.P.H. is

medical director of the clinic. Booker Tho-
mas, Vice-President of Ambulatory Care

Services for Regional, oversees the ad-

ministration of the facility. Greta Chit-

wood, R.N. serves as health center man-
ager and Barbara Troup is the nursing

director.

The site is also an Emergency Medical

Services ambulance) substation which will

be utilized 24-hours a day, seven days a

ing used for an Adult Day Care

Nn ican Red

The program

the opening of the new

yor Vincent C. Sch-

“The Max C. Starkloff

provide high quality

state-of-the-art facility to

all who need it. This facility demonstrates

our on-going commitment to improving

health care in St. Louis.”

Alderman Phyllis Young, who made the

construction of the new clinic a priority

during her first term in ofÏce, also spoke at

the grand opening of the health center.

“The Starkloff Clinic is a convenient and

well-equipped facility which will meet our

area's primary health care needs. The

‘opening of the clinic represents a new day

in health care for our city,” Young com-

mented.

The facility is named after Dr. Max C.
Starkdoff, who served as City Health Com-

missioner from 1895 to April 21, 1933.
Under his leadership, the City made many

important advances in public health. He

was one of the main forces in establishing

neighborhood health centers in St. Louis.

In 1943 the City honored Dr. Starkloff by

renaming City Hospital #1 after him.
The Max C. Starkloff Health Center was

built at a cost of $1,840,000. Medical

All Things New Again

IESSO9 = 198 9

‘Trinity Lutheran Church is this year celebrating 150

years of Christian ministry.

Trinity provides many opportunities for worship,

education and service: You are invited to attend

worship services on Sundays at 10:15 and on

Saturdays at 5:00. You may also want to participate

in our programs for persons with special needs, a

social ministry for which Trinity has become well-

known,

Trinity School, grades K-8, accepts students

without regard to race, color, or religious

denomination. Call 621-0228.

‘Trinity Lutheran Church, 1805 South Eighth Street, St.Louls, Missourt 63104,
NICK BOMMARITO

Owner

1924 Pestalozzi

Phone: 772-7611

HOURS

MON.-SAT. 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM

WED. 9:00 AM - 5:00 7M.
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SOULARD SOUND
by the Roving Reporter

How would you improve Soulard?

Fred Andres

Systems Analyst
ke to see the remaining 100 empty

eighborhood rehabbed. (In ac-

the new proposed historic
code, of course.)

Abbey Stottlar
Law Student

I want better and more PARKING. Plus

cheaper cigarettes at the area gas stations,

no cover charge for Soulard resi he

local bars, elimination of parking tickets on

the streets on days that they actually do not

clean the streets. But most importantly,

PARKING, PARKING, PARKING.

Le pod Jan ace
f-employed an

Compliance Manager

Aside from having the last re-

maining shell on 8th Street re-
habbed, we would like to see a

Louis Tonkavich

Kept woman

T would like to see all the residents of Soulard

pull together to improve our city, instead of
some people having to give 80% while

others give 10%.

Elaine Wright

wyer

Thope that more beautification projects can
be undertaken in the area. Green grass with

more flowers, trees, and landscaping, espe-

cially in the empty lots.

From simple home improvements to total rehabs.

From first mortgages to refinancing. No matter what

your house needs, call Mercantile at 425-2864.
Fora loan you'll fee!

@igiatorewn MERCRBEM
‘The resourceful bank

day Gibbs

Metal Trader

Except for not having all the shells rehabbed,
T like Soulard just the way it is with lots of g

variety of styles and diversity of people.

AN OBSESSION WITH QUALITY

Thoughtful renovation and design in historic Neigh-
borhoods sets Mead-McClellan apart from all oth-
ers.

SOULARD
Tastefully renovated 100-year-old buildings in St.
Louis’ oldest residential neighborhood. Unique and
distinctive floor plans give each unit its own indi-
viduality. Skylights, exposed brick, private decks,
wood-burning fireplaces and fenced backyards
add personality and privacy to your urban lifestyle.

MEAD/MELELLAN

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT (314) 773-6321

MS wy
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Hostel Happenings
by Pete Grace

as reported by Tom Cochran

The 1988 issue of Let's Go USA, the
popular tour for budget minded

travelers visiting the states, describes our

hostel as “unbeatable for price, proximity

to downtown, and friendly atmosphere.”

Rates for AYH members, $9.00; Non

members, $12.00.

There is no curfew and we are open

year round.

Really, that saysit all, though during the

months of January and February we often

wonder why we stay open during the two

slowest months of the year.

Typical overnight figures for January

and February are 100 to 150 ovemights

permonth. Our business flies south where

most Youth Hostels lodge as many over.

nights per month as we do in a year

But then we do meet interesting people

from all over the world and the slow time

of the year is the best time to spend some

leisurely time chatting with travelers from

places like: Holland, Japan, New Zeal

Next SRG Meeting

and, Brazil, Zimbabwe, Lebanon and

Spain.

We hosted an American

training as an assistant

Downtown Marriot. Thoug

room at the Marriot, he stayed v

here for 10 days for the companionship

and cultural enrichment that is standard

fare at all Youth Hostels.

He later sent us hotel items that were

being thrown away by the Marriot, which

we are using or giving away to hostellers.

He has now settled in the Benton Park

neighborhood.

InJanuary, | particularly enjoyed Happy

Birthday wishes from two Britons, a

German, an Australian, a Texan and two

Dutch hostellers. Allthisbefore ten o'clock

in the moming! If this doesn't take the

edge off of turning 43, nothing will

On January 14th, a lawyer from Rio de

Janeiro, Brazil, stayed with us for four

days. We now have a standing invitation

to visit Rio anytime. His card reads,

“Alexandre Lorenzoui de Almeida, ad-

vogado.”

eir rain forests.

Two young women from Zimbabwe

were touring the United States after hav-

ing visited their friends in England.

Met a young man, Tony Powell, from

Kentucky, who was on his way to Califor-

nia to fly to the Philippines for a two year

stint in the Peace Corps.

My thirteen year old daughter invited

her boyfriend from Tennessee fora “week-

endat the Hostel.” No comment from us,

but he enjoyed the hostel, we heard later.

For some reason we are getting a lot of

Japanese visitors this year. Soulard may

have to open up a Sushi Bar to keep them

all happy. The Japanese are very inter-

ested in Mark Twain and always try to visit

Hannibal, MO before theyhead for home.

More and more folks are traveling the

country by train. We recently had a Dutch

family traveling by train that arrived at 2

a.m. They spoke little English, so we man-

aged by speaking in broken German.

That's all from the Hostel for this issue.

Please feel free to visit the hostel and our

visitors. Help them out when you do see

them about. It will certainly be interesting

for both of you.

Remember, stay at "hostels" when

Help Save an

Endangered Species . . -

LicENsED

Peter

Maksimovich
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

INSURED

Complete interior/exterior

restoration services

Cornices

Porches

Tuckpointing

Painting

Kitchen Remodeling

Bathroom Remodeling

Dry Wall

May 3, 1989

INTH

| RUSSELD

¢ Good Food — Friendly Service °

Beautiful Restaurant and Garden Dining

¢ Genuine Hickory

Smoked Ribs

z * Steaks — Salads —

Sandwiches

“3 NINTH &
se'isvaitnae | * Carry-out available

Open Monday-Saturday

11:00 a.m.-1:30 a.m.

Open Sunday at Noon

773-5565
2028 South Ninth

IT’S A DIRTY JOB,
BUT SOMEBODY HAS TO DO IT

Few of us enjoy housecleaning, and even fewer
of us have the time to do it right.

Gerri’s Apartment Preparation Service has the

solution for you - personal, reliable

housecleaning backed by a_ professional

company.

Whether you need a full-scale housecleaning or

twice-a-month maintenance, you can arrange the

schedule to fit your needs.

Call Gerri's Apartment Preparation Service and

someone else will do the “dirty work.”

Call 664-5411

rri’s Apartment Preparation Service

Serving Soulard. Lafayette Square, and South St, Louis

P.S. We also do windows!



Influences of H.

To Be Shown at

of H.H. Richardson on the Midland

Prairies, scheduled to open during Hi

totic Preservation Week on May 14, and

run through Labor Day.

H.H. Richardson was the first Ameri-

can architect to lend his name to a style,

the Richardsonian Romanesque.

In the years immediately f

death 100 years ago, the st

Quickly to virtually every town in America

Main streets, courthouse squares and

residential neighborhoods gave birth to

the heavy rock walls, low-sprung arches

and elaborate foliate carving that gave the

style its unique character.

St. Louis Union Station, built in 1892

94 by architects Link and Cameron, em-

bodies the Richardsonian spirit, with its

monumental entries and_ picturesque

tower.

Stone, asa powerful vehicle of architec-

tural expression, was used by Bamett and

Haynes in the Robert H. Stockton resi-

dence in St. Louis in 1890; byT. C. Link
inthe west gate of Portland Place in 1891;

and by Eames and Young in the east gate

of Westmoreland Place in 1891

*What made the style compelling,”

wrote curator Paul Clifford Larson ... was

its success in embodying ... contempo-
raryAmerican ideals: indomitablestrength,

H. Richardson

History Museum

ian Romanesque style

Plains is documented

facts from Rich:
ings — samples of

gs frorr

House in Chicago.

Photographs, original renderings, and

facsimile drawings comprise the core of

the show.

The Spirit of H.H. Richardson on the
Midland Prairies concentrates on the

architecture found in a te

stretches from Minnesota and

tas through lowa, Kansas, Nebraska,

Missouri and Illinois, down to Oklahoma

and Texas.

In conjunction with the exhibition, a

180-page four-color catalogue with over

200 images and six essays by scholars of

architectural history and geography is

available, published by lowa State Univer-

sity Press.

the History Museum is open Tuesday

y, 9:30

NORTH HUNAN
CHINESE

RESTAURANT

1728 SOUTH BROADWAY
1 Block East of 7th Street

Between Lafayette and Geyer

CARRY OUT

CALL 42 1 -5260
FREE DELIVERY

CALL 42 1 -0688

pt

bodies the spirit of Richardsonian Ro

manesque architecture; Harvey Ellis,

architect. Photo, Emil Boeh!, 1890.

Jefferson Memorial Building or to the

exhibition.

The Spirit of H.H. Richardson on the
Midland Prairies has been supported by

grants from the National Endowment for
the Humani v

Special Events at the

History Museum in May

Sunday, May 7 — 2 p.m.

ORCHET, gallery lec

t, MHS curate ;

conjunction with “La Ville de Pain Court:

St. Louis 1764-1820.” Free.

Saturday, May 13 — 5 p.m.-7 p.m.

COCKTAIL PREVIEW OF ‘THE

SPIRIT OFH.H. RICHARDSON ONTHE

MIDLAND PRAIRIES.” reception opens

new exhibition for Historic Preservation

Week. $10 per person. For reservation

information, call (314) 361-1424

Sunday, May 14 — 2 p.m

THE SPIRIT OF H.H. RICHARDSON

ON THE MIDLAND PRAIRIES”

e of A photographs dar

T.Co

depart

, Washington Univer

lecture by Joni Kinsey, Ph.D.

ment of art histor

Thursday, May 18 — 6 p.m.

SELLABRATION: mini

tions and cocktail supper 0

For reserv call (314)

361-1424.

Thursday, May 25 — 1:30 p.m.

TEA LECTURE: “RICHARDSONIAN

INFLUENCES IN ST. LOUIS”: commen-

tary by Marsha Bray and slides by Robert

A. Mullen, MHS curatorial staff. Emerson

Travel Tailored With

City Living In Mind

A Full Service Travel Company

Brought To You By Your Neighbors

The LAFAYETTE SQUARE
TRAVEL COMPANY

1801 Lafayette

St. Louis, Mo. 63104

314/776-TRIP
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‘THE

‘ CS a
ys

ORTAN HARDWARE,

in Historic Lafayette Square

OUR CONCEPT: TO OFFER YOU

@ The Best Prices

@ Hard-to-Find Items

@ Sources for Specialty Services

@ Specialty Hardware for: Plumbing, Doors,

Ceilings, Lighting, Specialty Wood, Gifts

and Much More ‘SOLD BRASS 0» 3-108)

T aSOR =

‘OUR HOURS ARE:

MF 41-7

SAT 9-5 SUN 10-4

6210997 1817 PARK AVENUE 63104

SPECIAL — SPECIAL

Soulard Grand Opening
Wine and Cheese Party

Quite Simply

ss =e

Historic Layfayette Square

1909 Park Avenue * St. Louis,

314-231-7407

AERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED
DELIVERY SERVICEWIRE SERVICE
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Friday, April 7 — 6:00-10:00 p.m.

The Resource Is Here!
While rehabbing homes in Lafayette

Square, Tower Grove East, Dutchtown,

and now Fox Park, Chris Wynn discov-

ered a need for a neighborhood business

which would provide both amateurs and

experts with a means to locate difÏcult to

find reproduction hardware and related

items. The result is THE RESOURCE, a

Victorian hardware store located at 1817

Park Avenue in Lafayette Square.

From the moment one enters the mod.

est-sized storefront, it becomes immedi

ately apparent that thisis no run of the mill

hardware store.

Walls of intricate period doorknobs,

pushplates, furniture hardware, andhinges

entice even the most contemporary of

tastes. One entire wall is devoted to bath

room fixtures including a wide assortment

of faucets ranging from elegant solid brass

creations to bold and casual white porce-

lain sets, Row upon row of funiture hard:
ware adom one display area, Including

recreated Victorian glass knobs in severals

colors with brass centers.

Also on display are solid brass door

hinges in both plain and fancy designs as

were existing at the tum of the century.

The incredible selection at The Re-

source is surpassed only by the prices.

Given the quality of the merchandise,
customers will find prices to be very

reasonable.In fact, Wynn claims to be

price competitive with even the stalwart of
hardware stores; Central Hardware, on

items of comparable quality.

Another intriguing feature of The Re-

source |s its library which occuples one

mer of the sh tomers

ee
e

Saturday — 1

The Finest Selection of Gourmet

Lafayette Square

1915 Park Ave,

Introductory Wine Tasting Classes

Wednesday, April 12

7:00-9:00 p.m.

Call for Details

HOURS: Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
0 a.m. to 6:00

browse through volumes of information

elated to walicoverings, fencing, outdoor

door lighting, custom drapery, and,

n hardware. Al
and

yes, even more Victor!

though, many of the items featured in the

informative booklets are not carried in the

current inventory, all can be obtained

Chris encourages customers to use this

library as a sort of “idea mill” to get

concrete ideas to support initial plans

Chris also claims that he is constantly

being asked to recommend painters,

plumbers and other rehab specialists. So,

if you or someone you know is capable of
providing these services stop by and visit

Chris and make your skills known.Since

opening his doors during the first week of

February, Chris has quickly established a

strong customer base consisting of resi

dents from Soulard, LaSalle, Hyde Park,

and, of course, Lafayette Square. Surpris-

ingly, there has also been an overwhelm-

ing number of customers from th Webster

Groves and Kirkwood areas. This latter

customer base has been so strong that

Chris is already considering plans to open

a second store in the Webster area.

Chris’ long-range plans are to operatea

shop where customers feel free to stop by

and discuss common problems. He is

currently considering the installation of a

big screen television and woodbuming

stove for the convenience of his clientele.
So, if youar currently in the market for any

of the items mentioned in this article, or

even if you are just looking for something

todo ona Saturday afternoon, stop byand

pay Chris and The Resource a visit. It

> g
: 4 q

Foods, Gift Baskets,

and Wine in St. Louis.

Historic

436-7177
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Neighborhood Fabric

This feature is included in the Renaissance lest we forget the condition and

of the streetscapes of Soulard not so many years ago.

In this summer of 82' streetscape, these four freestanding, neglected townhouse
shells at 1836-1838-1840-1842 South 9th Street, previously held by a speculator,

were hardly the toasts of the block
. a: Soulard Restoration:Group member, the four shells

were then methodically sold one by one — this practice was once commonly under-

taken by SRG members to ensure that the new buyers could and would renovate, not

speculate, and render the hulks as attractive neighborhood assets

Happily, thisis the case, 1836 and 1840 were purchased and rehabbed by Series,

Inc., as rental properties.

1836, on the left, was unusually arduous. Over half the building had to be razed
and rebuilt from the foundation upward!

1838 and 1842 (the smaller, narrower two shells) were purchased and rehabbed

by separate individuals as custom-designed single-family townhouses

The Victorian, Second-Em cades ¢ uur townhouses receiv
accurate restoration, featuring attractive, colorful paint treatment.

Since the second photo was taken, new curbside trees have been planted in a

Program sponsored by the SRG.

Yes, the Soulard Restoration Group has made and is making a real, subs!

difference in the Soulard neighborhood,

Of interest to youhome-hunters: 1842, on the right, is currently available for sale!

al
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814-18 GEYER

Great investment opportunity. 3-story gutted

shell with 3 city lots partially landscaped. Zoned

commercial, built up from alley with parking.

1231 SIDNEY

A lovely 2-family in Soulard. Rehabbed with 2-
car garage. Home and income in great area.

Second floor townhouse unit has 2 baths.

2715SALENA

Senate Square area. Owner may consider some
fianancing for qualified buyer. Mother-in-law
quarters on first floor.

2320 SOUTH Sth STREET ¥
Attractive 2-bedroom, 1.5-bath townhome with

beautiful wood floors. Seller will pay up to $1,500.
in closing costs. Rapidly improving block.

19XX SIDNEY
How to make living less taxing. This 2-family

could provide you with a home with rental in-

come. Historic Senate Square area.

“Soulard Is Alive and Well” the banner

proclaims. Despite below zero wind chill,

the Soulard Mardi Gras festivities com-

menced without incident or frostbite.

The ones entry, fied above) won

Us Introdu
1224-24 VICTOR — New Listing

Opportunity to rehab and live in comfort. Two at-

tached townhomes with all systems including

central air conditioning.

1323 SHENADOAH

Three stories of contemporary living space with

a 28'x14' master bedroom with large bath and

dressing area. Buyer's choice on carpet color.

1929 SOUTH 9th STREET

Unique 1-bedroom townhouse with all the

modern conveniences. Priced right! First time
home buyer low interest rate available.

An alleyhi ee ee hNn alleyho at first time home

buyer. a

808 GEYER

Great restaurant/bar with central air— presently
leased. Eclectic brick courtyard. Large 3+bed-
rooms, bi-level apartment upstairs.

CeoLDWel.

ce You to Your Next Home”
1016 GEYER — New Listing

Luxury townhouseand apartment. Antique doors,
spiral staircase and sunrooms.

f 1841 SOUTH 10th STREET
This is a 4-family with long time tenants. Could
make two excellent townhouses conversion.

1804 HICKORY

Lafayette ae fehab. Open floor plan, heat
pumps, skylights, etc. Price reduced. Lease
purchase available.

_ 1834 LAFAYETTE
Comprehensive renovated townhome. All up-
dated systems. Large walkout deck on third level
with great view.

Don't Know Where to Start?
SOLVE THE MYSTERY

Stop by Coldwell Banker CWE

and Ask for Your

BEST BUYER'S
GUIDE BOOK

BANKCR S 4483 Forest Park Ave. 533-4400
Page 16 — SPRING


