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Soulard Restoration Group Slates '89 Fall House Tour
The Soulard Restoration

Group is gearing up for a

new and exciting house

tour, "Come Home to

Soulard”. This years tour

features homes in the

southwestern part of the

neighborhood.

“This years [oul

ever!" said

Hansen, Residential

Promotion Committee Co-

chairman. "We are espe-

cially excited because

many of the homes have

never been on tour

before.”

Citicorp Grant Awarded to the SRG
Thanks to the efforts of

CC Everly and others, the

Soulard Restoration Group

was recently awarded a

$2000 CITICORP URBAN

RENAISSANCE GRANT to

underwrite the revision of

our slide presentation and

to purchase metal neigh-

borhood boundary markers.

This was the fifth year that

CITICORP offered the

grants. The SRG was one

The tour is a walking tour

through the neighborhood.

It features churches,

homes, apartments, and a

business.

"We have designed the

tour to show off a cross-

section of the neighbor-

hood,” remarked

<ins, a

man. "There

for everyone-- from large

Victorian homes to high-

tech apartments; antiques

to teak; single family to

rowhouses.”

The tour is Saturday and

Sunday, September 23

of only 14 recipients out of

50 applicants!

Among other honorees

were our neighbors: Arts

Council of Lafayette Park

and the LaSalle Park

Neighborhood Association.

A total of $25,000 was

awarded in grants.

Jan and Pete Grace

accepted the grant certifi-

cate and check on behalf

of the SRG at an awards

Cyndi.

&24. Tour starts at 10 A.M.

on Saturday and 11 A.M.

on Sunday. Houses will

close at 5 P.M. Buy tickets

in advance through the

SRG or its members, the

Eugene Field House, at

any TicketMaster location,

ig Pp
Church at 12th. & Victor.

Tickets are $6.00 in

advance ($5.00 for groups

of 20 or more). $7.50 at

the door.

For more information on this years Fall

House Tour, please call the

Soulard Restoration Group at 771-5563.

luncheon aboard the

PRESIDENT excursion

vessel on May 30th.

During the presentation.

Mrs. Dean Keyes, CITI-

COR Director, Community

Affairs(an Lafayette Square

resident) was lavish in her |

praise of the Soulard f-

neighborhood, both past

and present beautifica- J

tion...renovation...and revi- |

talization efforts. |
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TRINITY |

LUTHERAN |



Notes From the

Brick House

Insome city neighborhoods, you often

hear complaints about how difÏcutt it is to

sellproperty. Fromall recent indications,

that's not the case in Soulard. Fromwhat

Ican tell, and from what I've heard from.

Realtors, the real estate market in Sou-

lard is “hot.” And that's good news.

Ot course, there's lots of different fac-

tors that contribute to a healthy real es-

tate market in any neighborhood. I'm

sure that's true in Soulard. But I'm even

more sure that a major factor in Soulard

has been the activities of the SRG Resi-

dential Promotion Committee.

During the past two years, Cyndi Tomp-

kins and Richard Hansen have co-chaired

this committee (formerly the House Tour

Committee). Under their leadership, it

has grown beyond coordinating annual

house tours to truly marketing our neigh-

borhood. In addition to organizing tre-

mendously successful tours, programs

have been designed and implemented

for outreach to real estate professionals

and corporate relocation managers. In

addition, tours have been designed not

‘only to showcase houses in Soulard, but

also to market the neighborhood.

An example of the extraordinary work

of the Residential Promotion Committee

By Rod Wright

occurred just a few weeks ago with “Sou-

lard for Sale”. This event brought droves

of prospective new home buyers to the

neighborhood. Visitors were able to go

through many for-sale “open-houses”.

And they were able to learn about the

Soulard neighborhood at a hospitality

center. It is my understanding that sev-

eral contracts were written that day.

So our healthy real estate market has

not happened by chance.There is no

question that our neighborhood is now

benefiting from Cyndi's and Richard's

two years of vision, hard work and inno-

vative ideas.We owe them, and their

committee, a great deal of thanks.

Speaking of the Residential Promo-

tion Committee, it’s the time of the year

when that committee is most busy. Our

fall house tour is Sept. 23 and 24. This

year's tour promises to be very special.

Lastly, the Membership Committee has

been very active all year—and August is

the month of ourmembership picnic. The

date is August 27 and the location is

Tower Grove Park. You can call the SRG

phone number (it's in the book) for de-

tails. The picnic is going tobe agreat way

to end the summer. | look forward to

seeing everyone.

(a >)
EASTERN

AUTO MECHANIC & BODY REPAIR

USED CAR SALES

2016 S. NINTH ST. (REAR)

PICKUP & DELIVERY

TOWING

WE WORK WITH DEDUCTIBLES

¢ SEE
— BRYAN MAGUIRE

aL Y a OR CALL
a E 3 771-7402

a g g OR

i z 644-4015
RUSSELL
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The Many Benefits of Being an Active SRG Member

As a member of the Soulard Restora-

tion Group, you can attend meetings at

the Trinity Lutheran Church on the first

Wednesday of each month at 7:30 P.M.

Each meeting is followed by a social at

‘the home of a fellow member, including

food, drinks and good company.

Every month we try to have a special

event. Such events include the Mardi

Gras parade and festival, Cardinal base-

ball games, organized bike tours, float

trips and picnics. A picnic which includes

a Bar-B-Q cook-off contest, live music, a

road rally and treasure hunt is scheduled

for August 27, at Tower Grove Park.

So if you are looking to get involved

with a lively bunch of very nice people

who also happen to be committed to

making Soulard a wondertul piace to live,

come on and join the Soulard Restora-

tion Group today! We would love to have

you!

For more information call; 772-7778

or 436-1963.

Jan Grace

Membership/Special Events Committee

Activities Report

The SRG Membership/Special Events

Committee sponsored several activities

this spring and summer.

In May, the committee held the first

annual "Tour of the City” bicycle ride.

The group made up of both veterans and

novices, followed the route to Grand Ave.

and Tower Grove Park, past the Missouri

Botanical Garden and through the Holly

Hills area past Carondolet Park. The ride

ended at Ninth & Russell Restaurant

where the cyclists had lunch. We hope

that the popularity of this event will grow

each year

The annual Soulard vs. Lafayette

Square softball game was held on

Monday, July 4th at Lafayette Park. The

game went into extra innings with Sou-
lard losing inthe 10th inning by ascore of ~

9 to 8. It was a heartwrenching loss and

only the third loss to Lafayette Square in

the history of the match-up.

Saturday, July 15th was the date of the

Courtols River Float Trip. The day

began with rain, the unusually large group

took a chance and drove the one and a

half hour trip anyway. The weather

cleared up and everyone was able to

complete the seven mile canoe ride down

the Courtois. Despite the low water level,

everyone had a good time!

The big event for August will be a

“Sunday in the Park” picnic to be held

on August 27, at Tower Grove Park

from 2 P.M. til 7 P.M. The picnic will in-

clude games and a Membership/Special

Events Committee "Cook-Out”.

If you would like more information on

this event or any other Membership/

pactivity please
contact

Jan Grace at 436-1963, or

Jeanne C. Weber at 771-8428.
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Soulard Housing Lists Now Available
Right now we are enjoying the prime

time of the year for home hunting. Sou-

lard has a variety of single family

townhouses, multi-family investment

properties, and even afew comer store-

fronts available for your inspection and

purchase.

The Soulard Renaissance has a

Soulard area and is delivered door to door

in Soulard.

Call 771-5563 for more information or to

place an ad, Address correspondence to:

The Soulard Renaissance

P.O. Box 13312 Soulard Station

St. Louis, MO 63157

The Soulard a

Start your search by picking up acopy

of the latest Soulard For Sale Housing

List, published quarterly by the Soulard

Restoration Group.

Call 771-5563 for your free copy, and

as always, happy house hunting!

EDITOR: David K. Lester Jr.

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS:

Rod Wright, Mary HosbachJay

Gibbs, Dave Lester,Richard

Hansen,Pete Grace, Bob Printz, Tom
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The Editor's Corner
TOLERANCE: Sympathy or Indul-

gence for practices and beliefs dif-

fering from or conflicting with
one's own.

Tolerance. City life is full of it! Just

look out your front window and count

how many windows are looking back

at you. This is evidence of the reality

of tolerance.

Have you tried to park in front of

your home on a Friday or Saturday

evening lately? Probably, but you

Parked a block away and walked,

albeit some moaning and groaning,

back to your place. Parking is a prob-

lem in Soulard, but you leam to toler-

ate it in order to enjoy the good things

‘about the neighborhood.

Are you frustrated because your

house looks so good and your next

door neighbor's doesn't? Don't worry

about it unless it is a Health

Department matter. They'll get it

together eventually, or the next owner

of the house will do the job. Soulard is

still young in its comeback. You just

have to learn to tolerate it a bit longer

to enjoy it fully.

You say the family next door is a tad

con the strange side. Aren't we all? You

may look strange to them also! Most

of us are pammless, and we. a) == ——
“learn to tolerate each other. it's the [-——— ae

best way to a stable neighborhood. AS 0)
Is the music on your block a little < @ a fertimnch

loud sometimes? Does the bus rum- 5 :

bling by at 5 A.M. wake you up every Ks <O UEC ASHES
morning? Soulard is an alive and by dining room and
jumping place in St.Louis, and a lot of <) for dinner every night
people living here like it that way. We |
all must learn to tolerate a bit more Serving Breakfast,

noise than we might. Lusch and Dinner

When you live in the city, you have bapa farting shad
to put up with lots of little (and occa-

sionally big) annoyances. The neigh-

borhood must have attracted you here SOULARD'S
for something special, and many of RESTAURANT
these annoyances are part of the & * and BAR
recipe that makes Soulard so special eg ‘

Se

241-7956

by Dave Lester Jr.

to so many. How many other neigh-

borhoods in St. Louis have hundreds

of tourists flying overhead in heli-

copters everyday? Just another anno-

yance that you have to learn to toler-

ate. Personally, | like helicopters.

‘Some people like the smell from the

brewery...and some people don't. |

haven't found anyone who likes that

oniony, burning tire smell from the

east more or less, and that probably

shouldn't be tolerated either. Crimes

against persons or property shouldn't

be tolerated as well. You do have to

draw the line somewhere though.

Let's all work together to identify

what should and shouldn't be tolerat-

ed. With some co-operation, many irri-

tating things can be worked out with

some patience and tolerance.

‘So why don't you just sit down and

help your editorially starved editor by

sending your opinion or ideas (prefer

ably typed) to:

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

P.O. BOX 13312

SOULARD STATION

ST. LOUIS, MO 63157

NEXT ISSUE DATE

SEPTEMBER 10

B08 GEYER-1 N_SOULARD

Open 7 Day
11:00 108812:00 Midnight

Lunch and Dinner Specials

Cajun Specialties

Seafood, Chicken,

Steaks and Pasta

In Spring

y

Letters to the Editor

TO THE EDITOR

Thank you for this opportunity to clear up my position (How would you

improve Soulard), as stated in the last Roving Reporter column.

Rather than a video-liquor store locate here...! would rather have George ‘The

Laundry Man’ sell draft beer and show old Annette Funicello-Franky Avalon

movies at his establishment. In effect offering; "DUDS...SUDS...AND DUDS"
Pete Grace

TO THE EDITOR:

Well, the “French Hill Houses” that | wrote about elsewhere in this issue were

not miraculously saved. I'm glad the article is running anyway. Perhaps a few

|people will realize what we have lost while “cleaning up” Soulard.

So far in 1989, ten century plus building have been sentenced to the bulidoz-

er blade. | love this neightorhood and | am a wholehearted advocate of its

improvement, but | still fee! that razing historic houses is not the best way to

improve Soulard. Easiest way...yes. Best way... No.

I wish | could put into words the dismay and utter sadness that we historic

preservatior/rehabber types feel when we see one of these old houses fall.
Unlike most non-rehabber types, we don't see it as an eyesore removed, but an

‘opportunity lost, and some precious history destroyed forever. It's like watching

someone open an antique book and ripping some pages out of it. Part of the

story is lost and the value of the book is diminished.

| will close with words borrowed from a fellow Renaissance writer. Perhaps

these well written lines will bring a few more people to think about what we are

doing and start veiwing vacant old houses the way rehabbers see them:

“Rehab Is not a factory product; it presents unique challenges, and the

constant change requires patience, determination, a little craziness and

lots of dedication. The old buildings we have left are all we will ever have.

With knowledge, grit and love, even a hopeless shell can be revealed as

an Irreplaceable treasure.”

Jay Gibbs

TO THE EDITOR:

All who love Soulard should feel a profound sense ol Joss over the City's —

emergericy démoltion ofthe "French Row” houses on 10th St The fact is" TT”
however , that for most of the last decade during which Soulard's renovation
boomed, these structures were owned by the two development companies

most associated with that boom. Yet these companies, which renovated many

problem properties, foundthese beyond their capabilities.

The leadership of the SRG, which has strongly opposed many demolitions,

took action on behalf of these buildings on al least two occasions. In the mid-

1980's, then President Nancy Farber, solicited assistance trom Landmark's

Director, Carolyn Toft, andother qualified firms to purchase and renovate them.

Early this year, in response to a proposal by Jay Gibbs, the SRG once again

examined possibilities forrehabbing these buildings for our own ofÏce space.

Gibbs, who has no provenrehabilitation experience of the type required for

these buildings, wished to aquire the properties at ‘negligible' cost and rehab

them at $50 per squarefoot. The SRG Board requested an on-site analysis by

David Ashby, an architect specializing in historic properties, and who has

recently been appointedto the Heritage Commission. Ashby's report clearly

detailed that Gibb’s of $50 per square foot were welll under one-half of
David Ashby, an architect specializing in historic properties, and who has

recently been appointed to the Heritage Commission. Ashby’s report clearly

detailed that Gibb's proposal of $50 per square foot were well under one-half of

what the actual costs would be.

In both recent cases in which the SRG has taken action on behail of these

buildings, the experts agreed. Due to age and neglect, the condition of the

buildings had deteriorated to such an extent that their rehabilitation was no

longer even a matter of economic viability. There was so little left to rehab that

they would have to be disassembled and completely reconstructed as

‘Disneyland’ replicas. In the meantime, they remained unsecured and extreme-

ly unsafe, particularly to children in the area. So let's mourn the loss of these

venerable buildings, but let's also look to the day that our grandchildren will

struggle to save that which we built to replace them.
SRG Board of Directors

(In response to J. Gibbs letter above)

Your 'Letter to the Editor' is greatly

| appreciated and we would like to
_ here about anything in the Soulard area.
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The Flower Lady of Granite
For the last two or three years fellow

gardening and iris enthusiast, Mary Jo

Warren, has been coming back from

Granite City.IL with all sorts of out-

standing hybrids of iris and a variety of

other perennials. When | asked her

where she got all these plants, her

reply was always."Why the Flower

Lady". So for the last several years

the Flower Lady has been somewhat

of a mystery to me

This spring when Mary Jo started

coming back with even more great

plants, | asked if | might go along and

meet the mysterious Flower Lady. So

= At Soulard

APPETIZERS

SOUPS & SALADS

ASTA SEAFOOD

RS & SANDWICHES

DRINKS ANE

BREAKFAST 0AM -10AM

LUNCH _ 11:00AM - 3:00PM

Banquet Room Catering

ry Outs

46

one sunny day we drove over to

Granite to check out this person and

her yard that had become somewhat

legendary.

Not knowing what to expect, | was

astounded by the sight of her yard.

‘The front and back yard are fulll of iris,

daylilies, columbine, oriental poppies

and a variety of other plants. All of the

beds are separated by a winding path

which runs throughout the yard. Some

of the beds are raised and have small

rock garden plants covering the lime-

stone walls. Others are a mixture of

plants.

When we knocked on her back

door, we were greeted by the famous

Flower Lady of Granite City, Agnes

Miller.

She came out with a smile and

said,"Hi, how are you today?” We

then proceeded to talk for the next

hour about her iris while walking

through the yard. Agnes pointed out

‘one of the iris she has hybridized and

her day lilies that abound also.

When asked about the number of

different hybrids that she has, she

‘said"Oh, about 400 iris and 600 daylil-
lies"

Mrs. Miller is the president of the

Daylily (Hemocallis) Society of Granite

City, and sells her many varieties of

plants.

City for Iris and Daylilies

© £2 2B

The Flower Lady within her favorite enviroment,the garden.

‘One of the primary advantages of The shorter out of ground time makes

buying from Mrs. Miller is that you get for a healthier plant.

to see the color and size of flower you While iit is too late to pick out any
are buying. If you are interested in__ iris, it is not too late for the dayiilies. If

daylilies or iris, you usually have to you dont want any plants, it's fun to

buy them from a catalog and hope just go and look at the myriad of cok

what comes in the mail is what you ors and textures in the Flower Lady's

ordered, and when it flowers, it is what

you had hoped for.

At the Flower Lady's you pick out

the flowers you want and she writes

down your order. When it is time to

For more information on her services

you can reach Mrs. Miller by calling

618-877-2983.

Bob Printz

¢ DRY CLEANING

SOULARD

SOAP

LAUNDROMAT

* DROP-OFF LAUNDRY

* 8-HOUR WORKDAY TURNAROUND

FOR LAUNDRY

¢ ATTENDANT ON DUTY

* OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

NINTH and SOULARD

231-1137

Monday-Friday — 7:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

Saturday and Sunay — 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
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MITHRA

GLASSWORKS
Leaded and Stained Glass Windows

Lamps and Hangings

Original Designs and Reproductions

Complete Line of Hobby Supplies

Classes Forming NOW!

HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.

Sat. 9:30-5:00

865-3877 1304 SIDNEY

2637 So. 12th

St. Louis

Tue., Thur. & Sat.

12-5

A Stoneware and Porcelain

Studio and Gallery

+ Smal Closes 664-4297+ Small Classes Forming



SOULARD SOUND
by the Roving Reporter

What's your favorite Soulard Summer Activity?

Tim Voss

Editor, Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod

"Going to the Soulard Market

Bakery for a fresh Ham &

Cheese Croissant.”

Lydia Homrighausen

Producer, Concordia

Publishing House

"I've only lived here a few

months, | don't have one yet.”

Aaron Ludwig

Neighborhood Cute Kid

"Playing baseball with my

friends at the Soulard Boys’

Club.”

Max Burton

Marketing Manager

MADCO Printing

"| like visiting the local eating

and drinking establishments.”

Misha and Mikado

“We are Si-ya-me-ease if

you ple-ease”

"Is it summer? We live to

eat, sleep, play, and destroy

furniture.”

From simple home improvements to total rehabs.
From first mortgages to refinancing. No matter what

your house needs, call Mercantile at 425-9864.
For a loan you'll fee! MERCANTILE

2 ‘ight at home with. Saad
soeeroe ‘The resourceful bank

AN OBSESSION WITH QUALITY

Thoughtful renovation and design in historic Neigh-

borhoods sets Mead-McClellan apart from all oth-

ers.

SOULARD
Tastefully renovated 100-year-old buildings in St.

Louis' oldest residential neighborhood. Unique and

distinctive floor plans give each unit its own indi-

viduality. Skylights, exposed brick, private decks,
wood-burning fireplaces and fenced backyards

add personality and privacy to your urban lifestyle.

MEADIMELELLAN

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT (314) 773-6321
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"The Plaintive Whispers of Histor
(A Commentary by Jay Gibbs on the demolition of the

Call to Us"
ip ae Row Houses’)

In the midst of our booming, mostly

rehabilitated historic neighborhood stood*

some old houses dating from St, Louis’

early days.

Today well over 150 years after they

were built, the three French Creole cot-

tages at 2211-13-15 are in the midst of

imminent destruction.

Though the cold hard facts of econom-

ics call for the demolition of these badly

dilapidated structures, the plaintive cries

of History whisper for their miraculous

redemption by the hands of some pres-

ervation-minded savior.

One cannot fault or blame those who

callforthese open and hazardous wrecks,

to be razed. These buildings cannot be

economically renovated by a for profit

developer, and as any rehabber can see

in a moment the state of decay within.

But that quiet cry of History won't go

away. What is it saying?

HISTORY

St. Louis was foundedin February 1764

by a small group of French settlers, who

chose the site for its height above the

Mississippi River. Due to its strategic

geographic| the settlementpros-
pered as more pioneers, mostly

French in those early years, swelled the

outpost.

After Thomas Jefferson arranged the

Louisiana Purchase in 1804, the little

town of St. Louis grew by leaps and

bounds. Settlers of various nationalities

and ethnic backgrounds arrived in in-

creasing numbers.

By the mid 19th century, the French

influence and culture in St. Louis had

been overwhelmed by waves of other

European immigrants, but some ves-

tiges of French influence remained. Sou-

lard Market, Soulard's neighborhood

name, and those little cottages on So.

Tenth St. are such remnants of those

earlier times.

UP ON A HILL

The houses overlooked Pontiac Square

Park on a low rise or hill, This is consis-

tent with the preferences of pioneer set-

tlers. A hilltop location assured added

protection tromunfriendly outsiders, guar-

anteed excellent drainage, and provided

access to elusive breezes during the

sultry summers. :

These houses were built long before

any of the now surrounding buildings,

when the immediate area was forest,

meadow and farm. Behind this little hill

flowed asmall spring orcreek, still visible

in Compton & Dry.

There's one more wrinkle to this hill

location. !t is entirely possible that this

little hill is in fact the remnants of an

Indian mound. Personally, this writer

scoffed too at first, but lel’s examine a These dilapidated French Creole Cottages at 2211-15 So. Tenth were
few facts.
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First, St. Louis was once known as

"Mound City” because of its hundreds of

Indian mounds scattered throughout what

is now Downtown and the surrounding

neighborhoods.

Most of these mounds were leveled to

accommodate buildings and farm land,

but if some early settlers had decided to

take advantage of such a mound, built

upon it, and their houses had survived to

this day, then the mound beneath would

also still exist in the midst of the city.

Second, come and look for yourself at

the topography around these French

houses. Surrounding the mini hill is a

nearly flat plain, sloping gently from the

riverto the ridge that became what is now

‘So. 18th. St. In the midst of this gentle

slope is our relatively prominent little hill,

perhaps 50-70 feet in diameter and

roughly 15 feet taller than than the sur-

rounding terrain. The hill was certainly

taller before the French settler flattened

the top for construction.

‘The bare clay soil under the crumbling

front porches of the two front houses has

a strange consistency. It's packed down

and yet is soft enough to easily dislodge,
unlike virgin clay. >see

Again come see for yoursell!

Is this whole indian mound contention

way out on a limb? Perhaps, but at the

very least, the possibility should be ex-

plored and documented by a qualified

archaeologist or historian.

THE HOUSES

‘The three houses, two infront and one

in the rear, were undeniably French in

origin. (A grouping of four more French

houses at 2219 So. Tenth is adjacent to

the three in question. This other group is

also in danger of demolition also.) Roofs

slope uninterrupted over verandas, and

entry is accessedthere in all three cases.

The root slope are relatively flat in com-

parison to later construction

The house at 2211-13 So. Tenthwasa

tworoombrick cottage and bears astrong

resemblance to 2219 So. Tenth, withtwo

front doors, two front windows, and an.

attic stairway. Inthis attic the floorplanks

are 24" wide, over an inch thick, and up

to 20' long. Imagine the old growth trees

that these boards must have come from!

The roof ridge in fact has no roof beam,

the slopes being supported by handhewn

4"x 4" joists simply attached in pairs at

the apex. The roof decking is composed

‘of rough-sawn irregular planking, some

with the bark still attached. Also visible

from beneath are beautiful and intact

cedar or cypress shake shingles.

Despite appearance, this two room

house was in fairly good condition. It had

several later additions that weren't in as

good a shape. The additions could have

been razed, but the front part of the

house could have been saved with new

additions constructed.

The front house at 2215 So. Tenth was

somewhat younger than its neighbor. Itis

brick, 1 1/2 stories with one front door,

been saved and renovated with compat-

ible materials.

DATES OF CONSTRUCTION

According to an article in the March

1989 issue of Old House Journal, these

Creole cottage styles date, in the City of

New Orleans, from 1790to 1840. Itstands

to reason that these nearly identical

examples date from the same era. The

front two houses probably date between

1800 and 1840, as do the similar cot-

tages in New Orleans. The real antiquity

award, however goes to the rear struc-

ture with its "briquete-entre-poteaux”

construction. the style is a hallmark of

"French-Spanish Creoles from Haiti and

the Caribbean” and dates to the late 18th

century. Had the house survived, it would

be nearly 200 years old.

SO WHAT?

Regardless of their exact age, these

French Creole cottages are widely ac-

cepted as having been the oldest struc-

tures in Soulard, and some of the oldest

inthe city. They were sadly crumbling but

still standing giving testament to the

French roots of St. Louis. It is supremely

two front windows, and a dormer on, the nic | this 225th anniversary year,
roof. Most Sata inceten Sorsbuchbn SyRaNTGRAeUScOniing ta sorts of |
has collapsed and this would undoubt-

edly have been the most difÏcult to res-

urrect. Its unusual feature isthe erstwhile

‘second floor room entered from an inte-

rior stairway.

‘The alley house at 2215 So. Tenth is

the oldest and most intriguing of all. It

was a two room flounder house con-

structed in the manner known as “bri-

quete-entre-poteaux", meaning con-

structed of vertical wood beams with

brick infill forming the exterior walls.

Amazingly intact cypress siding still par-

tially sheathed these unique walls.

This house was one of the oldest in the

entire St, Louis area. Eventhough itwas

water damaged, much of it could have

physical artifacts of St. Louis’ pioneer days.

events celebrating its Frenchbeginnings,

that these actual archetypal artifacts of

that age have been destroyed because

no individual or organization had stepped

in to save them.

By the year 1989, these buildings had

become eyesores and were hazardous

“playgrounds” for area children who ran

freely through the structures with reck-

less abandon.

The buildings were decayed and nearby

neighbors were anxious to “clean up”

their block. These things one can under-

‘stand, but still one can hear history call-

ing quietly but insistently. It is the same

calling that brought rehabbers to Soulard

in the 1960's and 70's to try to save a

whole neighborhood in much the same

condition.

Today their collective success is obvi-

ous. This once dying neighborhood is

Now a sought after, renovated, booming,

vibrant place to live.

The Soulard neighborhood was not

leveled for an industrial park as

City Hall planners had once advocated.

Soulard was saved for its residents and

future generations to inhabit and enjoy.

By the same token, in my opinion, the

French Creole Cottages should never

have been razed. They should have been

saved, forus, forfuture generations, and

for History's sake.

‘There are so few of these structures

existing anywhere. Our heritage is now

much poorer, because these local arti-

facts of St. Louis' French roots are for-

ever gone.



What Others Are.
° |

Saying About Us. |
During the month of May, St, Louis hosted the

annual convention of the American Institute of Archi-

tects. In preparation for this meeting, AIA’s ofÏcial

publication, Architecture (April 89) featured a fasci-

nating series of articles on today's St. Louis. This is

what they said about our very own Soulard:

"Soulard; An early 19th century subdivision, Sou-

lard was home to European immigrants. Once |

considered one of the most dense communities in

the world, it consists predominantly of vernacular

federal of Italianate red brick rowhouses. Its mix of

single and multi-family housing with corner commer-

cial buildings is charming, yet the long term results

of renovation efforts remain unclear.”

<
This "briquete-entre-poteaux” flounder house at 2215 Rear So.

Tenth St. was one of the oldest structures in St. Louis.

x

Clementines

2001 Menard at Allen

664-7869

THE

GLASS

WORKS

Leaded

Art Glass
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RSVP te
1990 Gay Cruises

Yucatan, Caribbean,

Mexican Riviera,

French Canada, and

Key West Fantasy Fest

For more information contact:

A Full Service Travel Company

Brought To You By Your Neighbors

Original Design
> The

or Reproduction LAFAYETTE SQUARE

TRAVEL COMPANY

1801 Lafayette

St. Louis, Mo. 63104

314/776-TRIP
644-7122

for

FREE

CONSULTATION

Free Estimates

BIkk DYE

PLUMBING GO, IX.

Specializing in:

Renovation & Restoration

Sewer & Water Repairs

776-1800

1819 Lynch

St Louis. Alo.

att flistoric Soulard
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a)

+ Custom Picture Framing

+ Needlework

+ Shadow Boxes

.. also Posters,

Prints, & Post Cards

Moniday-Friday—10:00-5:30

‘Saturday 10:00-4:00

(hopamninents made upon request)

1208 Russell Blvd,

771-1238
in Historic Soulard

The Renaissance Is About You!
Have you ever wondered where we get our inspir

? Well, believe it

t within our ownst of pel come from r
ood. You can write one

etter, we Owe our Soulard

Restoration Group forefathers and their insight into

starting a newsletter to spread the good news about

lite in Soulard. For over 15 years, the newsletter

has been coming out on a regular basis and with

any luck, it will survive into the 21st Century!

When this newsletter began, the neighborhood

appeared very much different than it does presently.

The people were different too, although many have

adapted to the change. For some the change was a

bit to fast to keep up with. What had been a poor

man's game, became a viable business opportunity

for others with more money to risk up front.

Actually, that's not far off from what we envisioned

in those days gone by, but MAN, it happened

overnight! | don't think anyone expected that it could

happen like that. Now we have people coming into

the neighborhood from all areas of the country.

Word about our Historic District is getting out and

people are coming in. Let's keep it that way! You

can help by helping your newsletter.

We want to know why you came here and what

oa you expect from living in this neighborhood. We

want to ki Dut you and what you do. We

want you ur Neighbors are too.

You can writ fer to the editor, a short or long

story about you or the neighborhood, something

historic, something poetic, something fun... We

don't care what it is as long as it is about this

Neighborhood and the people who make it just that.

We want you!

Now down to business. We are a volunteer com

mittee. This means that we do this newsletter busi

ness on our own time. Our advertising manager,

Doug Howe, looks for advertisers in search of dol

lars so we can print articles about you. This means

that we must get out reasonably on time to suit

their advertising needs. This can be a tricky propo-

sition with no articles on file to choose from.

| know for a fact that there are intelligent, literate

people out there with something to say about the

Soulard Historic District. All you old timers still out

there, you can contribute to your old paper as well.

Get in touch with us NOW!!!

THE SOULARD RENAISSANCE

P.O. BOX 13312

SOULARD STATION

ST. LOUIS MO 63157

Ye _Orcall 771-5563 or 664-1894 for more info. __

CUMBERWOT
Quite Simply

i
The Finest Flowers In The World.
ee

Historic Layfayete Square
1909 Park Avenue © St. Louis, MO 63104

314-231-7407

AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED

WIRE SERVICE

PAGE 8

DELIVERY SERVICE

1990 Gay

Cruises
Yucatan, Caribbean,

Mexican Riviera,

French Canada,

and Key West Fantasy Fest

For more information contact:

A Full Service Travel Company

Brought To You By Your Neighbors

The LAFAYETTE SQUARE

TRAVEL COMPANY

1801 Lafayette

St. Louis, Mo. 63104

314/776-TRIP



The “before” photo from the SAG files, shows th

ance of 1841 S. Ninth St. in the mid-197

shell. By the mis 1980's, the middle portion of th

inward, bringing new meaning to the phrase “lots of natur

that this once proud antebellum home faced a dim future.

Fortunately this is not the case. Purchased and renovated as a 3 luxury

apartments by Mead McClellan, the attractive tacade of 1841 now adds to

an entire rehabbed streetscape and offers physical testament to the “sava

bility” of seemingly hopeless wrecks.

Looking back to the before picture: on the far right, at 1837 S. Ninth St

it Gen. James A. McPherson, w/

h A

Jay Gibbs

CoOPN STR UCTI

All Types of Carpentry

+ Rehab + Remodeling

+ Room Additions - Decks & Porches

Cornice Work Our Specialty

Complete Construction Management

10 Years Experience

Call

Bill Keyes

772-2894

1843 Kennett Place

Latayette Square

(ES |

CAO NN SUI BR UC Es OuN

ON

ININTH

| &
|ALLEN

Live Music by Local Musicians - Tues.-Sat.

Music Now Available in Our Garden

LUNCH & DINNER Now Served Daily

Try Our Sunday Brunch

Patio is Available for Special Events & Parties

Catering for Food & Drinks

interior by Local Artists

825 Allen Ave.

St. Louis, MO 241-2971

“In The Soulard Historic District”
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Happenings at the Huck Finn Youth Hostel

T hough many Soulard residents

stumbled across the Soulard

neighborhood by accident, our regis-

tration book here at the HFYH is silent

witness to the many hundreds of visi-

tors who have come to Soulard and to

St. Louis on purpose.

During this past spring, we have

hosted travelers from New Zealand,

England,Japan, Sweden, Switzerland,

Netherlands, Finland, Australia,

Germany, Chile, Wales, Argentina,

Mainland China, Canada, France,

Brazil, Israel, South Africa, Denmark,

Costa Rica, and Scotland. In addition

there was a steady flow of people

from different areas of the United

States.

Most interesting and (and tallest) of

our hostelers this past spring was a 24

year old Swede named Jorgen

Nilsson, from Stockholm. He had

been hitch-hiking around the USA. He

‘stopped in at our Hostel, low on cash,

and asked us if we allowed people to

stay on "work exchange", whereby

hostlers pay for their ovemight fees by

doing a certain amount of work on and

around the hostel. He helped us paint

the hostel for three of four days before

getting another offer to work at an Irish

Pub on St. Patrick's Day.

He was a very widely traveled per-

son having been on most the major

continents and hitchhiked through

Tibet and China. He had a very good

traveler's attitude, very accepting and

easy going, patient and positive. We

wish all our hostlers were more like

Jorgen the Swede.

We have also hosted several

Soups at the Huck Finn. One was a
group of Boy Scouts from indiana

who had to set up their own bunk

beds before they could sleep

because we had taken all the beds

out of the dorm to paint the tloor.

They enjoyed it

All groups do not enjoy our hostel

Several Girl Scout troops have left

without staying, saying “It was not

what we had expected." The

Sheraton or Adam's Mark we are not.

Don't expect it

Another group from Laurentian

International College in Montreal,

Canada, though apprehensive about

the Darst-Webbe housing projects on

South Tucker, nevertheless enjoyed

their two day stay very much.

Surprisingly, the groups we have

the most difÏculty with are the Girl

Scouts. Quite often groups, with

ly put off by the Darst-Webbe housing

area, ( and our old building) and

decide not to stay. We worry that the

Scouts are not teaching useful skills

for urban applications.

‘A school Honor Society group from

lowa had a good time here in mid

March.

A. 23 year old woman from

Communist China was here for three

days attending a physics conference

downtown.. What an interesting per-

son she was. What an unusual open

attitude she had. Why can't all

hostlers be more like her?

The yen must be strong now against

the dollar, because we are seeing far

greater numbers of Japanese visitors

this year compared to the last several

years.

We see an increase in foreign visi-

tors very quickly when the dollar is

devalued. A strong dollar means

Americans travel more outside the

US. A weak dollar means more visi-

tors come here to the US. An abstract

concept such as the strength of the

US dollar against foreign currencies

can dramatically effect our business

fight here in Soulard.

Also many conventioneers are stay-

mothers accompanying, will get total "ing With Us now that we are in'the’St.

Louis Visitor's Guide. We have had

convention attenders ranging from

piano tuners to physicists, to veteri-

fary surgeons, to professional story-

tellers

And, listen to this...train travel is

coming back! If our records are any

indication, far more hostelers are

arriving by train than ever before.

‘What does it all mean?

‘One last note before “lights out”.

We will be opening a small store and

registration ofÏce in the space recent-

ly vacated by the Ozark Council of

American Youth Hostels at 1908

South 12th Street.

We will be hiring several part-time

people at Tom Sawyer wages

(remember the fence and the white-

wash?), to help us with registration

and orientation of hostlers. If you

want to meet a lot of interesting, good

wholesome people from all over the

world, and get paid for it in the bar-

gain, give us a call at 241-0076 or

‘stop by any evening (call first).

Do get in touch with us for any rea-

son. We want to introduce our

hostlers to the Soulard Neighborhood

and its people. Please help when you

can. Tom Cochran _
Huck Finn Youth Hostel”
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\ NINTH/ ROSSEIBY
* Good Food — Friendly Service ¢

Beautiful Restaurant and Garden Dining

SPECIAL EVENTS
+ Every Tuesday: Luncheon

Steak until 5 p.m.

* Short on time for lunch?

Call ahead (773-5565) and we will

have your lunch ready (or on the
way) when you arrive.

* Pick up a menu on your next

visit and carry it with you.

* How about steaks for two,
beverage, dessert and wine

for less than $25 plus tax?
Come and bring all your friends for

the finest in live entertainment!

Open Monday-Saturday

11:00 a.m.-1:30 a.m.

Open Sunday at Noon

773-5565,
2028 South Ninth
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The

Finer Things

SOULARD'S ONE & ONLY

GIFTS &CRAFTS BOUTIQUE

Gifts

Crafts

Helium Balloons and MORE

Jewelry

Cards

2010 s.

St. Louis,

13th st.

MO 63104

4360
Mon.-Fri. 10-6

Saturday 10-7

ms



tle HISTORY MUSEUM an Forest park
The History Museum Celebrates 85th Anniversary of the Ice Cream Cone

The History Museum in Forest Park and

Pavely Dairy Co. will celebrate the 85th

Anniversary of the debut of the ice cream

cone at the 1904 World's Fair in St. Louis.

The Old Time Ice Cream Social will

take place on Sunday, September 17

from 2PM to 4PM on the south lawn of the

Jefferson Memorial Building, near the site

of the Grand Entrance to the Word's Fair.

Pevely Dairy will provide tree ice cream
cones to all participants, so they can sam-

pie one of the Worki's Fair's great contri-

butions to popular cuisine.

Participants will also have a chance to

learn about other food favorites that

debuted at the World's Fair, such as the

hot dog and iced tea.

Other festivities will Include period music

played by a ragtime band and contests for

children.

The 1904 World's Fair marked the cen-

tonnial of the Louisiana Purchase, which

It is inevitable that someday

we will all be confronted

with death. Only an

informed person can make
extended U.S. territory throughout the = rig’ ec} =
Mississippi Valley and Great Plains. the right decisions under
Nearly 20 million people visited the fair,

bringing international attention to St.Louis.

The Jotlerson Memorial, in Forest Park

near Lindell Bivd. and DeBaliviere Ave., is

the home of the History Museum operated

by the Missouri Historical Society.

t was built in 1913 to honor President

Thomas Jefferson, who engineered the

Louisiana Purchase,

emotional stress.

The best time to ask those

questions and learn what is

available, what is required

by law, what is the cost, etc.

is now, before you are under

T

Special Events at the History

Museum in September

Monday, Sept.4 9:30AM to 4:45PM

“Backsliders and Benefactors: A Saint anda

Slickster--The People Bishop DuBourg Dealt

With in Early St. Louis” Residence: Business: Mayer
2309 South Funeral Home

Sunday, Sept. 17 2PM to 4PM 12th. Street Ae eae oie
World's Fair ice Cream Social St. Louis MO Fah

Annual Meeting of T.S. Ellot Society

emotional stress.

For a confidential consulta-

tion at absolutely no obliga-

tion, call:

Judith L. Johnson
Licensed Funeral Director

776-6001 (Home)

533-0293 (Business)

he History Museum Is open for Labor

Day velwing.

Sunday, Sept.10 2PM

Saturday, Sept. 23

NICK BOMMARITO.

Owner

1924 Pestalozzi

Phone: 772-7611

HOURS

MON.-SAT. 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM

WED. 9:00 AM - 5:00 ?M

l
~ Do You Love Living in Soulard?

Would You Like to Meet More of Your Neighbors?
THEN MEMBERSHIP IN THE

SOULARD RESTORATION GROUP
IS FOR YOU!

The Group consists of homeowners,
renters and local businesses. Meet-
ings are held the first Wednesday of
each month at the auditorium of Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, 8th and Soulard,
at 7:30 p.m. Come join us!

In Soulard Area
Buicher

Groceries Shop

VINCENT'S
12!" Street Market .
2400 South 12" Street

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

772-4710
We Accept Food Stamps

Store

421-2131

OVIAAIRE
1822 So. Broadway

St. Louis, MO 63104

Est. 1912

John Edele

Ed (Cork) Woelm
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Now you an get the up-to-the- minute news about Outdoor
activities by subscribing to:

OUTDOOR NEWS
Mailed to you every week as a part of the

Labor Tribune or only
$25 per year. 1801 South 9th Street

In historic Soulard os

(314) 251.0800 .

ye
mail ts OUTDOOR NEWS SUBSCRIPTIONS

505 South Ewing St. Louis, MO 63103

Method of Payment QO Check

OG Money Order O MasterC,

Crass Cart yf Diff ifferent Notes —
for Different Folks

We're Proud to Be a

New Part of Soulard

(Books and Magazines too!)

STORE HOURS: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 11-7:
‘3 ue Friday 11-8; Saturday 9-8.

J Address

I city

I State Zip

Ig Please send as a gift in my name!

JEWELRY FOR YOUR HOME
THE

* -REQOURCE:,°
oe oe tat Jz

aco VICTORIAN HAROWARE
1817 PARK AVENUE — 621-0997

GLASS/BRASS KNOBS COLUMNS

PLUMBING FIXTURES DOOR HARDWARE

TUBS, PEDESTALS TIN CEILINGS

DRAPERY HARDWARE CROWN MOULDING

WOOD ORNAMENTALS FURNITURE HARDWARE

LIGHTINGS GINGERBREAD

THE RESOURCE

PARK AVENUE

LAFAYETTE

AVENUE
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