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©® SOULARD HOUSE TOUR @
MOVES TO DIFFERENT BEAT

by Hilda Willman

The annual Soulard Restoration
Group house tour will swing to a
new beat this year—that of live jazz
and blues by legendary St. Louis
musicians.

Set for Saturday and Sunday,
September 29 and 30, the “Routes

af Rhythm™ tour will feature live
music In some of the homes and

. Leroy Pienun. a nationally
known blues guitarist and one
of St. Louis’' few native blues
~ masters
+ Art Dwyer, who plays stand-up
bass for the Soulard Blues Band
and is a Soulard resident
+ Tom Hall, master of most
stringed instruments and mem-
ber of The Illusions band
+ Talk of the Town, an all-female
, traditional jazz combo of piano,
banjo and vocals
+ Knez Jakovacand Brian Cas-
serly, bass and trumpet players
for the Goldenrod Jazz Band
+ John Hancock, ragtime pia-
nist and Missouri state repre-
sentative.
4+ And more.
. Recorded jazz and blues will be
~ Played in the homes not featuring
- live music, courtesy of The Music
- Gallery in Soulard.
. The decision to blend music and
_ architecture was a deliberate one.
. "SL Louis has played a key part
- In the development of the blues.
Soulard has had an important role
In the architectural and economic
development—and now—re-devel-
“Pmeni—of the city,” said Ron

v 1

D'Aloia, tour co-chairman. “It seems
natural to celebrate the area's re-
birth by blending our musical and
architectural heritage in this tour.
“Also, St. Louisans think of
music when they think of Soulard,”
D'Alofa said. “People flock to our
restaurants and bars all year round

to hear local and national blues,
Jazz, Caju and Irish musiclans.”

homes and apartments, two busi-
nesses, one historic church and six
urban gardens. The properties mix
Victorian and modern construction
styles; furnishings range from an-
tique to ultra-modern.

The feature home belongs to Don
Kehr, local real estate investor and

developer. Don's home is a 5,000-
square-foot warehouse that he has
converted to a private home, com-
plete with a tropical atrium, water-
fall and miniature beach—all in-
doors.

“I moved to St. Louis from south-
ern California, and the biggest

shock was the climate,” Don said. “1
wanted a ho > woulcd allow e

diaw the

Don'’s home also features a roof-
top deck and hot tub overlooking
downtown St. Louis, plants galore,
a 16-foot-by-16-foot skylight and a
kitchen floor made from slate black-
boards taken from an old school in
Soulard.
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Most important to Don, the whole
configuration can be changed in one
day. “I wanted everything o be flex-
ible,” he said. “I think houses
should be fun.” (For more about Don
and his warehouse-turned-play-
house, see feature story page 8.)

Visitors will be able to experience

all this and more on St. Louls’ pre
mier tour. And in comjuncilon Wi

. the tour, arca rcaltors will licld ope

used to rehab a building recently
purchased sponsored by the non-
profit Soulard Restoration Group
for its office. The building is located
at thé corner of 12th Street and
Gravois Avenue.

“Thanks to the success of past
tours, Soulard has more than 750
new trees, 75 new metal banners
marking the neighborhood and new
trash barrels near the restaurants
and bars,” D'Aloia said.

Tour hours will be noon to 5:00
p-m. both Saturday and Sunday,
September 29 and 30.

The starting point of the tour will
be Trinity Lutheran Church, 8th
and Soulard streets, one block
south of Soulard Market.

“Though this is an easy walking
tour, a trolley will provide free trans-
portation along the tour route,”
D'Aloia said.

Tickets are $5 in advance: $8 at
the starting point. Advance tickets
may be purchased through Gate-
way Ticket charge-by-phone, 652-
5000, at Gateway Ticket locations
(Dillard's and Regal Sports stores),
at the Eugene Field House and Toy |
Museum, or by calling the Soulard
Restoration Group, 771-5563.

For descriptions of tour proper-
ties see pages 9 to 15.
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Notes
from the

Brick House

by Doug Everley
President, SRG

Hello friends and welcome to the Filteenth An
nual House Tour sponsored by the Soulard Res-
toration Group (SRG), The Nelghborhood Assoclation of Historie Soulard.
This year ou will hear much about the history of our nelghborhood of
which we are so proud. The purpose of the SRG, you will learn, is to preserve |

the historic nature of this unique part of St. Louls, and at the same time

make it an ideal place to live, work, and play

On this tour you will see and judge how well we have done. | think you

will find that the homes are lovely, the gardens beautiful, and businesses

| Inviting. (While in the area. stop in at one of the many good restaurants or

bars.) You must agree, Soulard Is prospering as the oldesl surviving
neighborhood In St. Louls. |

This has not been an easy task. but has taken many hours of selfless
work. We are (n the process of revising our Historic Standards to preserve ‘
the architectural integrity you have come to view today, We are grateful the
City of St. Louis has entrusted this responsibility to us, but we are thankful |
to you, our guests today, for your support. Knowing of your Interest In
Soulard makes all our efforts worthwhile.

Your presence at our tours this year and in the past mark the Soulard |
House Tour as the most successful in thecity. Your contribution through ticket
purchase allows the SRG to plant trees. develop parks, and buy street markers,
During this year we also purchased a bullding which by next year's Fall Tour
we hope will be a permanent reception area for the neighborhood. |

Thank you again for visiting us during the House Tour. Enjoy the music,
the sights. and the hospitality. Our goal today is when you leave our
neighborhood you'll say, “Yes, Soulard is an ideal place to live in St. Louts.”
Please let us know (f we've been successful. Better yet, come and join us |
permanently. 1 think you'll find us to be the friendliest area in town.

for their tremendous efforts in chairing the House Tour committee, We
sincerely appreciate all the hard work they and thetr committee members
have done. This House Tour is only possible because of their efforts,

Soulard Restoration Group

Do You Love Living in Soulard?
Would You Like to Meet More of Your Neighbors?
...then membership in the

SOULARD RESTORATION GROUP
is for you!

The group consists of homeowners, renters and local businesses. Meetings
are held the first Wednesday of each month at the auditorium of Trinity
Lutheran Church, 8th & Soulard, at 7:30 p.m.

Come join us!

-

The SRG board of directors and | thank Hilda Willman and Ron D'Alola s

The Soulard Renailssance has a
cireulation of 5000-7000 and Is pub-
lished six times a year by the Soulard
Restoration Group.

It 1s distributed to Soulard rest-
dents, to Soulard and Si, Louls arca
businesses and to our advertisers.

Call 773-0966 for Information and
to place advertisements. Copy dead-
line for the next issue 18 October 31,
1990,

Address correspondence Lo

The Soulard Renaissance
P.O. Box 13312

Soulard Station

St Louls, MO 63157

Editor: Cyndi Tompkins
Supervising Editor: Richard Hansen
Copy Edlior: Mike Moore
Ad Manager: Janet Van Fleet
Contributing Writers: Jay Gibbs,
Jan Grace, Pete Grace, Paul
Vendrick, Hilda Willman,
Phil Willman, Rod Wright
Contributing Photographers:
Jay Gibbs, Richard Hansen,
Teresa Magill, Paul Vendrick
Proofreader: Nancy Adams
Distribution: Soulard Watch,
SRG Board of Directors
House Art: RSR Associates /
Production: H&M Desktop Publishing
Printing: Etling Printing Co.

Soulard Restoration Group Members Enjoy Annual Swnmer Picnic.

DOMINC'S
PIZZA

I'T’S TIME FOR DOMINO’S PIZZA

canvst 621-2030

1613 South Ninth

DELUXE PIZZA FEAST 5

LUNCH SPECIAL
$8.49
Got a modium Deluxe Pizzn Foast, Ioogi\:nll:l |} Got a mo:lu! pln.!\lﬂl'_l‘lnl:n "g"“ﬁ: of your }
Just $8.401

Poy I, Sausage, O 3 ]
| Mmmmﬂot?m?;;lﬂclunemm |
|
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When BSB Development bought 2304 S. 9th
St from the city’s Operation Impact, the shell had
been vacant for vears. While in pretty good struc-
tural condition, this 1880s Victorian still needed
gut-rchabbing. 2304 was originally built as a
two-family, and there’s a certain symmetry to the
fact that the rehab rendered the same number of
apartments.

Neighborhood Fabric 3%

Jay Gibbs

The first view shows the work just commenc-
ing in early spring 1990. The mid-summer sec-
ond view finds the renovation virtually complete
and the units already rented. BSB has done it
again: Another lifeless Soulard shell has been
transformed into inviting and profitable living
space. The always busy BSB crew has now moved
on to two more shells, located on South 7th St

What Do You Call
Purchases Financed
with American Bank’s

Equi-Line Account? -

. BRILLIANT
 DEDUCTIONS

equity in your home to secure a line of credit up 1o $200,000 for

pproval is fast.
* Commull your s advisor regarding deductibility of interest

' We’re proud to

| LOCATIONS:
* 1731 South Broadway, St. Louis, MO 63104, 421 -3200

' * 361 Chesterfield Center, Chesterfield, MO 63107, 537-1388

J-Ld from American Bank lets you use the  Call now for details. You'll see why brilliant deductions are eas:
The Eq;: Line Account from Ameri g’ with Equts Rate s Pri +1;ﬂ-‘lm' . y

. What" , interest payments may be 100% lax  «
;Hu}r’nﬂe.'a s fas 7 4 age Rate (A'K] of 11.0% (perodic rate of 031%). The APK may vary. The maaimum

American

ting;

On 1/17 /%0 the Naticnal Prime was 10.0%, which would equal an Anmual Percent-
R that could be imposed is 20%.

EQUAL HOUSING

ek FIMC AMD CREDIT

American

* 4666 Lansdowne, SI. Louis, MO 63116, 421-3200
*» 12275 Olive Blvd, Creve Coeur, MO 63141, 878-1311

* #1 Lake St. Louis Blvd., Lake St. Louis, MO 63367, 928-0610 (St. Louis), 625-2300 (Lake St. Louis)

VISIT OUR NEWEST BANKS IN CHESTERFIELD AND CREVE COEUR

Housing Corporation
Nears Purchase
Of First House
by Rod Wright

The Soulard Community Housing Cor-
poration, formed in December, 1989, is
nearing the purchase of its first property
in Soulard. The building—a two-family
structure—is located at 2422 Menard.

At this point, while the purchase price
has been agreed upon, some work needs
to be done to make sure the Corporation
can get a clear title. It appears as though
this will be a minor problem and that
closing on property will occur later this
month.

The Housing Corporation plans a gut-
rehab on the second and third floor of the
building, with some renovations to the
mostly rehabbed rental unit on the first
floor. Following the completion of this
work, the Corporation hopes that an
owner-occupant will then buy the building
from the Corporation, live on the second
and third floors, and receive rental income
from the apartment on the first floor.

The Soulard Community Housing Cor-
poration was formed as part of the

neighborhood’s participation in the City of
5t. Louis Operation Conserv Program

The Corporation is governed by a seven-
X vl s 3 —_—— .

tise with respect to financing, structural
evaluation of buildings, appraisals, and
redevelopment plans. 3

Since its formation in December, mem-
bers of the Corporation's Board of Direc-
tors have spent countless hours touring
for-sale property in Soulard seeking to
identify the Corporation’s first purchase.
As a product of its search, the Corporation
compiled a complete list of for-sale prop-
erty in Soulard, and gained considerable
expertise in evaluating buildings that are
in need of rehabilitation.

Those interested in rehabbing and ob-
taining a copy of the Corporation’s list of
for-sale properties should call Rod Wright
(776-6723), President of the Soulard Com-
munity Housing Corporation’s Board of
Directors.

This first project of the Housing Corpo-
ration is an exciting step forward for the
Soulard neighborhood. As part of the City's
Operation Conserv, neighborhood housing
corporations can play an integral role in
revitalizing city neighborhoods.

The Housing Corporation Board of Di-
rectors is already hard at work seeking to
identify second and third projects, and
hopefully, will soon be able to look back
upon a successful track record.

¥ Fall House Tour 1990 — Page 3 &




City Gardening: Soulard Style

by Paul Vendrick

RICHARD EATON and JOHN DURNELL create
inviting multi-purpose garden. “It can be very

relaxing,” says John.

Soulard city gardens serve a va-
riety of purposes. Some arc entry
ways, others are buffer zones be-
tween you and the city, and still
others present themselves as actual
extensions of your home. The ad-
vantages of extra living space and
open-air entertaining were the in-
spirations behind the backyard gar-
den of Richard and John.

The first thing you see when you
enter this charming garden is a
three story wall of solid vy that runs
the entire southern length of the lot.
Seeing this much green space is so
soothing and yet so arresting that
you could easily stumble into the
small pool immediately at your fect.
Fortunately, the pool, which is
stocked with fish, also has a gur-
gling, single-jet fountain. The sound
of running water cautions you to
watch your step or youll soon be
wading in it

Garden pools are growing in
ularity with many Soulard resi-
dents. “Even If you don’t want the

lrouble and expense of aqualtic
plants, the sound of the water helps
mask the nolses from the street,”
John noted. “It can be very relaxding.”

The old-world lock of the vy is
very romantic. The huge, cool sur-
face it creates lends the garden an
intimacy that is often unseen in less
urban areas. John pointed oult that
“The vy makes tiny white blossoms
about the size of pearls that sound
like rain drops when they fall
through the leaves.” “Are you sure
that's not the sound of your
tuckpointing falling out, John?” He
was quick to point out that this
Boston variety Is quile harmless to
the brick wall.

Almost all of the growing arcas
are thick with ground cover. “We
decided to go against traditional
thinking and mix several types of
spreading plants together,” Richard
sald. “I like the contrast in the
leaves of the Vinca, Ajuga, Euony-
mus, and English Ivy all in the same
spot.”

Soulard residents often face one
common landscaping obstacle—low
light. Mature trees and close bufld-
ings can create a canopy of dark-
ness over an cntire backyard. Beau-
tiful plants can be grown in this
dense shade, bul the most versatile
gardens feature plants requiring a
wider range of sunshine. John and
Richard decided that if they were to
have the diverse garden they
wanled, they must have more light.

Richard started by removing a
small birch tree and gently pruning
up the remaining ones. Low
branches were removed to about six
fect high which dramatically in-
creased the plantable space around
each trunk. Finally, the tops were
thinned which opened up the can-
opy and permitted the sun to shine
on the garden floor. Richard is pre-
paring his Holland bulb order for
this fall. “We want to enjoy all the
vivid spring colors that St. Louis is
so famous for,” he said. “And now
that we have enough light, we can.”

The garden has no flower beds.
Instead, John and Richard prefer to
grow annuals and a few perennials
in containers. In the fall, everything
Is hauled into the basement of the
house for over-wintering. Those pot-
ted flowers which make appropriate
houseplants are used as such.

When winter finally comes, the
leaf-fall in the garden can be heavy.
John and Richard just let the leaves
lie until spring in hopes that they
will provide some cold protection for
new, tender growth. The decaying
leaves also boost sofl nutrients, re-
duce weeds, and increase the sofl's
organic content.

John and Richard are among the
growing number of gardeners who re-
fuse to use inorganic pesticides, her-
bicides, or chemical fertilizers. It is

difficult and even dangerous to use

many of these chemicals in confined
spaces, especially if you have children
or pets. Often the results are very
unpredictable. How do they control
weeds and bugs? “The old-fashioned
way,” John replied, “—by hand.”
Next summer John wants to shift
the entire focal point of the garden
from the entertainment area in the
center of the patio to the spa located
to the back. This shift will help high-
light plantings deeper into the back
yard and increase the usage of the
deck. To do this he plans to build an
arbor over the hot tub which will run
flush with the northwest garden wall.
The brightest colored plantings
will then be placed near the far west
wall of the garden. The effect will
make all views of the garden inter-
esling ones and create blooming
spaces where there was previpusly
just ground cover. Greater empha-
sis towards the ends of this small
garden will boost the fecling of
roominess and make the entertain-
ment area seem even more ample.
And adding extra living space is
whalt this city garden does best.
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The Andres’ combine tvy ground cover, trees, potted plants, and seasonal
blooms along thetr walkway.

/

Historic

CUMBERWORTH'S

Quite Simply The Finest Flowers In The World

Square * 1909 Park Avenve * S1. Louis, MO 63104
314/231-7407

isa must for anyone witha dog,” s
said. “I know, I'm in the extermina-

American Express, MasterCard and VISA Accepted

WIRE SERVICE

DELIVERY SERVICE

Cecelia and Fred Andres’ “No Plan” Garden

“The main criticism Fred has of
me,” says Cecilia, “is that | make no
plans at all.” That may be true, but
the garden at their Twellth Street
Soulard home looks as if the whole
thing was orchestrated with great
care and Spontaneity
doesn’'t necessarily mean unorga-
nized. "When 1 first moved in (in
1974). there was no landscaping to
speak of,” noted Cecilia. I wanted
lo create a place of beauty.” And
that she did

The entrance to the home is on
the south side of the property. A
brick walk conducts you to the front
door, and continues through the
garden into the alley. “The shortest
distance between the kitchen and
the alley dumpsler is a straight
line,” insisted Cecilia, "although in
retrospect, [ could have added a few
twists and turns in the walk for
interest.”

The house has two major lawn
areas which are surrounded by
beds of flowers and ground cover.
Turf is somewhat difficult to care for
(when compared to other ground
covers) but its versatility far out-
weighs its disadvantages. Vinca
minor, for example, won't tolerate
the high traffic of kids and pets the
way turf will. Since Cecilia has a
dog, she wanted a space for the
andmal o play withoul damaging

=0

IJI ccision

tion business.”

The front of the house is edged in
yews and various evergreen shrub-
bery. The shrubs are situated in
such a way that they accent the
unique architecture of the home.
Many years ago a bay front was
added to the house making a circu-
lar exposure to the sitreet. Careful
grooming has kept the shrubs in
check and preserved the expansive
views from the living room.

Cecilia has a fancy for old-fash-
ioned herbaceous peonies. There
are pink and white peonies in every
flower bed except one (which is too
shady). During the springtime they
put on quite a show and are so
heavy with bloom that they almost
droop to the ground. “Fred likes
Elephant Ear Caladiums so | dol
them here and there, wherever I've
gol extra room. They add a sort of
tropical look—especially in the vy.”

Perhaps the most interesting fea-
ture of the backyard garden isn't a
plant at all; i's a large solarium
built onto the rear of the house. The
solarium allows Cecilia to overwin-
ter tropical plants with great suc-
cess. During the summer, of course,
all of the plants are moved oulside
under the shade of the huge green
ash trees which form a'protective

canopy over Lhe yard. “A nice tree or
Iwo is a prerequisite for any gar-
den,” she adds, "since the objective
is to create the full spectrum of
shade to bright sunlight.”

The shady spaces near the south
garden wall serve as homes to En
glish ivy, hosta, tropical house
plants, and a couple of potted cacli
You wouldn’t think that caclus
would do very well in the shade, but
the most important factor in the
success of growing any succulent is
controlling drainage and the fre-
quency and amount of water it re-
celves. They are actually less sensi-
tive to light than one might expect
Growing them in pots makes this
kind of control simple, and facili-
tates easy overwintering indoors be-
cause no digging is necessary.

Cecilia, like almost every other
gardener, begins thinking of next
spring even though fall hasn't yet
shown its face. To begin with, she
wants more color in the garden so
“Tulips are a possibility,” she said,
But doesn’t one call that “planning™?

Opening Doors
In Your Area

Marcamile Bank nas mongage \oars
avallable for guaiified home buyers in

E

=RCANTIL=
BRAMNK

Our new Community Partnership
Program features:

s No-point, 5% down, 15- and
30-year fixed rale morigages.

m Closing Cost Grants for a limited

number of qualified buyers

Mora flexible qualification

standards.

Call 425-2378

or stop by your
A=4 Mercantile Bank.

LENDER

Memtar FOIC
Exampie 838750 purchase proe. $34.000 lan st (391 of
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monty payments of 17144 <
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Kathy Dabrowski Achieves Low Cost, Low Maintenance Flowering Backyard

In the classical gardens of the
carly mnineteenth-century Euro-
pean aristocracy, complicated
bedding-plant schemes were
quite common. Thousands ol
plants grown in greenhouses were
arranged into pictures of wildlife or
maps or perhaps precise patterns of
color. Many gardeners were re-
quired in order to design and main-
tain even the more diminutive ones.
Some of these gardens still exist
today.

Gradually the formal garden gave
way to more natural and uncon-
trived spaces which became gentle
expressions of light and color. The
shocking contrasts of “bedding-out”
(along with the almost tyrannical
maintenance efforts) were pur-
posely omitted. This new practical
style was sometimes featured in the
work of the Impressionist painters.
Claude Monet, for example, often
painted scenes from his own coun-
try garden.

When Kathy set out to re-land-
scape the back yard of her Thir-
teenth Street home, her objective
was to create a space reminiscent of
these turn-of-the-century times.
The besl view of the garden was
planned to be from the back porch
where she and her daughter Molly
often spend time. “The garden

evolved as I saw the need for color,

and form when one season gave way
to another,” Kathy said. When the
plantings in a certain area went out
of bloom, she planted something
clse along with them to pick up
where that bloom left off. The result
is a garden space that is seldom
without color. -

Kathy maintains that perentriials
are the best investment for the
Soulard gardener. While annuals
can provide instant color and can
quickly “patch” problem areas,
they're high maintenance, If you're
planning a large garden, you can
quickly enslave yoursell to caring
for it by reserving too much space
for annuals.

“I guess the real kick-start for my
garden came when I needed to make
sewer repalrs,” Kathy sald. "A large
area in the back yard had to be
excavaled and when the repairs
were completed, there was this big
irregularly-shaped bald spot in the
lawn. There was also a slope lo it,
and 1 deeided to turn this problem
into an opporiunity.” The solution
turned oul to be lilies. Gradually,
ornamental grasses were added and
soon what was once an eyesore was
now a focal point of the garden.

Larry, Kathy's next door neighbor
at the time, helped her plan and
execute much of the improvements
to the yard. A vegetable garden was
situated between a hedge and the
back fence. Since vegetlables aren't
known for their ornamental quali-
ties, they were to be kept out of plain
view. A space was planted with
herbs to provide fragrances and to
keep a fresh supply of her favorite
condiments. Some herbs, such as
sweet basil, can be prohibitively ex-
pensive when purchased at the gro-
cery store, yet they are cheaply and
easily grown at home.

Most of the perennials were se-
lected for their color, scale, and re-
sistance to heat. “In the city, the
temperatures are definitely higher
than in the suburbs. The buildings
block the breeze and trap heat
which is reflected onto the plants.
You've got to plan for this.”

Kathy weeds the brick walk
(which splits the garden) by hand.
“Since Molly likes to play in the back
vard, I have to be carecful about
using pesticides or herbicides.
When [ do have a problem with an
insect or a fungus, I try to research
what's wrong and sclectively treat
that specific situation.” Chemlawn
conditions the turl arcas three
limes per year. “But other than that,
the garden pretty well takes care of
itself. Which is what [ want it to do,
I suppose.”

Not everything Kathy has planted
has been successful. She tried Box-
woods and a Japanesc Maple, but
the climate (specific to her back
yard) quickly killed them. “Some
things you just can’t grow,” she ex-
plained, “but then you don't really
know until you try. The Monarda,
for example, is so happy that it's
grown out of its bounds. I'll have to
cut it back this fall.”

The front of the house s set in
Japanese Yews which line the walk-
way to the rear of the house. A
couple of potted hosta punctuate
the stairs to the front door. About
the only annuals around are
planted in window boxes. Kathy se-
lected Celosia for their long-lasting
bloom and low water requirements.
It's hard to find good color for shady
areas so gardeners often employ an-
nuals in these spaces.

Kathy says she has so little time
for gardening anymore that she
feels like she's neglected the yard a
bit. Still, the pleasing shapes of the
flower beds, the constant color and
low maintenance make this garden
a place that Kathy and Molly can
enjoy for years to come,
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MICHELLE LANDY
Specializing in the area’s historic homes,
now including Webster and Kirkwood.

Call Michelle for your FREE “Where’s Where
in Soulard” directory; a guide of telephone
numbers necessary for survival in Soulard.

Kenrick Plaza Office — 107 Kenrick Plaza

314/968-1333




Container Gardening Offers A Flexible
Alternative To City Residents

The pages of man’s history subtly
carry the message that container
is woven into the very
fabric of our human behavior and
culture. Excavations of Grecian
ruins have consistently shown that
man has a timeless fascination with
growing plants in pottery. The an-
cient Romans did it. The Pho-
enicians were wild about it. From
the lowly fvy in a kitchen window to
the spectacular paintings in the St.
Louis Climatron, cultivating natu-
ral things in unnatural spaces is
mysteriously a part of how we live.
A few thousand years ago, the
Chinese observed that man’s desire
to invite nature into his home is a
sort of global religion that almost
everyone seems to believe in. Soit is
today. A popular St. Louis garden
center reports that in the last five
years sales of containers for plant-
ing have tripled. The innate human
desire to cultivate plants in pots, it

seems, is stronger than ever. With
the gentrification and re-urbaniza-
tion of St. Louis, the pot-planted
city garden is practically every-
where in Soulard.

Many of the best city gardens
have little or no permanent plant-
ings whatsoever. Container garden-
ing has become very popular where:
space is at a premium; cultivars do
not naturally flourish in the St.
Louis climate; or specimens are so
valuable that a somewhat con-
trolled environment is necessary.
No other form of gardening gives
you the flexibility of arrangement
quite like growing plants in pots.
For these reasons, even the grand-
est gardens such as the Missouri
Botanical, turn to container grow-
Ing to solve complicated, specialized
problems.

Almost any plant from trees to
aquatics can be successfully grown
in a container. All it takes is skill,

Potted plants on a sunny deck create an Inviting, soothing outdoor garder.

patience, regular care, and a little
cooperation from nature. Now that
summer is almost over, it's time to
observe how you live in (and use)
your space, and then plan how you
can let nature make it more enjoy-
able, comfortable, and usable.

Container gardening has
become very popular
where space is at a
premium...Some ideas
Just never seem to go out

of style.

The effects you can create with
container grown plants are limited
only to your imagination. The first
step to using them successfully is
deciding what you want them to do.
For example, many Soulard homes
and apartments have stairs or
por~hes without railings. After a

while the resident gels accustomed
Lo these cdges, bul whal aboul

marked, abrupt drops very disqui-
eting. Potted plants easily solve this
problem by accenting edges and pe-
rimeters. Clearly defined borders
actually create more usable space
than they consume because people
are comfortable being near an easily
“sensed” edge.

Is your “private” balcony or deck
not so private? Container grown
shrubs and especially vines grown
for their foliage can guickly mask
sections of an exposed balcony.
These plants can be easily trained
and pruned to a desirable shape. If
bloom is not important, heavy fertil-
ization by top dressing often en-
courages vigorous growth. Remem-
ber that Ficus Benjemina (Weeping
fig) tree that died in your living room
last winter? Drag it out onto the
deck and plant ivy, Honeysuckle,
Morning Glory or another fast grow-
ing vine in the pot at the base of the
tree. A Philodendron is especially
suited to this treatment if there is
sufficient shade. This arrangement
provides a natural way to grow
climbers as well as an easy way (o
keep from telling-your mother-in+
law that the tree she gave you last
Christmas had to be thrown out.

The most remarkable feature of
container gardens is their propen-
sity lo escape the typical two-di-
mensijonal design. Pots can hang or
be placed on stands which moves

them to helghts where they
wouldn't ordinarily be seen in a
backyard garden. Few plants are
more elegant than the classic fern
poised upon a stone pedestal

A clay Nlu-pipe from F.W.Clemens
on South Gravols makes an excel-

lent, inexpensive plant stand. A
pipe eight inches in dlameter easily
fits around the base of a 10-inch
tapered clay pot. The pipe doesn't
block the drainage hole in the pot
and helps reduce water loss
through “sweating.” Just drop the
pot inside the pipe and let it come
lo rest where the pot's diameter ex-
ceeds that of the pipe opening.
Volla—the beautiful blooms of your
miniature rose bush are now waist
high. Clay pipe is heavy enough to
keep large plants secure even in
windy conditions. And don't forget
that the shade created by these
taller plantings makes a happy
home for more sun-sensitive ones.
Four thousand year old paintings
on the walls of Egyptian tombs de-
pict plants potted in earthenware
To this day Lthe simple clay pol re
mains, by far, the most popular

ally practical lot) have a keen appre-

ciation for found objects. This pro-
pensity to reuse and preserve helps
distinguish us from the more dis-
pose-of-anything-old suburban
mindset. Such resourcefulness
transforms extra bricks into edging
for walkways, makes old teapots to
drape with ivy, fills eoncrete blocks
with graceful ferns, and makes a
wooden box in which Bordeaux
wine was once shipped to America
now frame a cheerful bed of petunias.
Potted plants and flowers can
also effectively be used right in the
ground. Few amaryllis, for example,
will survive our St. Louis winters if
planted direclly in the garden or
flower bed. But that doesn't mean we
can't grow these striking flowers.
Simply plant-the bulbs in pots and
burythem inspring. When the foliage
dies in fall, pull the pots from the
ground and set them in a cool, dark
basement. Next spring, theyll be
ready (o go back into the flower bed.
Whether you want exotic ever-
blooming effects or just want to hide
the electrical outlet on your porch,
container gardening can make the
Soulard residence more attractive,
livable, and enjoyable. The graceful
potted palms that once shaded the
terraces/'of a Pharaoh might serve to
keep you cool as well. Some ideas
Jjust never seem to go out of style.
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"The Routes of Rhythm" Feature Home

Feature Home and its Owner—BOTH One-of-a-Kind

by Hilda Willman

A classified ad for someone look-
ing to hire Don Kehr would read
something like this:

Innovative company seeks real estate in-
vestor who can develop old churches into
rock climbing schools. Must be graduate ar-
chitect with experience turning an old ware

house into playhousa/home. Must hold two
world land speed records, Restorer of British
sponts cars preferred. Free spirit mandatory

Those are just a few of the inter-
esting characteristics of the owner
of the feature home on the “Routes
of Rhythm,” the 15th annual fall
house tour af historic Soulard.

Don Kehr has accomplished
more in 37 years than many people
do in a lifetime.

His last “normal” job was as na-
tional sales manager and later inter-
national sales manager for Mc-Don-
nell-Douglas, a job that took him all
over Europe and to South Africa, Tai-
wan, Japan and Australia. His collec-
tion of art objects from his travels is
displayed in his home.

While at Mac, Don set annual and
lifetime goals for himself. One goal
called for him to set aside two years
to build his own home the way he

wanted. "I was very influenced by a
speech given by architect Michael
WVance, one of the designers of Dis-
neyland,” he said.

Vance sald modern American
homes are antiquated and waste
lots of space. He advocated elimi-
nating traditional rooms and creat-
ing instead a “kitchen for the mind.”
“Like Vance, I'm bored with basic
American architecture,” he said. *I
think houses should be fun.” And
that's the key to Don Kehr's home
and, indeed, his whole personality:
Fun.

Don began his house project in
March 1988 and “expects to be fin-
ished by the house tour (September
29 and 30). But I also hope never to
be done with it. I want it to evolve.”

That's why evervthing in the
housc—walls, fixtures, floors, ev
erything—is movable. It's appropri-
ate for the house to be flexible, as
it's lived several lives, too. Built in
1886, the 8th Street building has
been a saloon, dance hall, brothel
and architectural salvage slore,
among other things.

“This building takes up the entire
property, so | had to create my yard
inside,” Don said. “Besides, if |
could, I'd live in the [Missouri Bo-
tanical Garden's] Climatron." To
that end, the atrium is the focal
point of the house.

The atrium contains several large
trees, including ficus trees in abun-
dance, a waterfall and pond, minia-
ture beach, polished cedar deck,
16-foot-by-16-foot skylight and
plants spilling out of planters hung
off the second- and third-floor bal-
conies overlooking the first floor.

Don also hopes to park one of his
collector cars in the atrium for the
house tour. He has 10 cars to pick
from, including a Jaguar XKE con-
vertible, a Lotus, several Triumphs,
a pink '59 Cadillac and an Austin
Vanden Plas Princess limousine,
which is seen frequently on Soulard
streets. -

Don also is part owner of a race
car designed for racing on salt flats.
The car, which is 33 inches wide
and 28 feet long, is the one in which
Don set two land speed records.
Famed race ear driver “Big Daddy”
Don Garlits holds another speed re-
cord in the car. In case you haven't
guessed, Don also raced sports cars
for a living in earlier days.

Now he pursues quieter sports,
such as real estate investment. Last
year he purchased the shuttered
former Holy Trinity Catholic Church
in the 1800 block of South 9th
Street in Soulard. He is renting the
space to the 9th Street Gym, which
teaches rock climbing using the
high walls of the old church.

Kehr belng (nterviewed beslde “Swamp Rate 33" after setting world land
speed record.
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The gym will be celebrating its grand opening during the house tour,
and tour participants are welcome to stop and watch rock {'Jimhl[\g
demonstrations

What keeps a free
spirit like Don Kehr
in Soulard?

“]1 like the local
culture here. You
can catch some great

blues and then
walk—or crawl—
home,” he saild jok-

ingly.

“1 like Soulard
Market too. But |
like the people best;
the most progres-
sive minded people
live in Soulard. And
everyone gets
along."”

Don Kehr's home
will be part of the
Soulard house tour,
September 29 and
30.

See page one for
ticket information.

€

s

LG
(314) 2310800 GA

specializing in

FINE MUSIC TRADITIONS

blues-jazz-folk-celtic-b luegrass

Don Kehr stands beside his waterfall-in-progress
on the first floor of his warehouse-house.

in historic Soulard

new ¥ used * rare
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTIES
OPEN FOR TOUR GOERS

September 29 & 30
Noon to 5:00 p.m.

The following homes and businesses
will be on the 15th Annual Soulard
House Tour. To see these properties,
redeem your advance purchase ticket
or purchase a tour map at the starting
point—Trinity Lutheran Church, 8th
and Soulard Streets.

Tickets $5.00 in advance; $8.00 on
the day of the tour.

Advance purchase tickets are
available by calling Gateway Tickets
at 652-5000, or at Dillard's, Regal
Sports, the Eugene Field House, and
many Soulard businesses, or by
calling the Soulard Restoration
Group, 771-5563.

No. 1
m NEIGHBORHOOD ANCHOR

For more than a century and a half, Trinity
Lutheran Church has served the religlous, soclal
and educational needs of Soulard and the entire
metropolitan area. Founded in 1839, Trinity is the
oldest Lutheran congregation (n the St. Louls area
In 1864 Trinity butlt this church at 8th and Soulard
to meet the needs of lts growing congregation

The tornado of 1896 destroyed a large part of the church. Much of the church’s
edifice had to be rebullt. Built (n the American Gothic style, the church provides
seating for approxtmately 1,000 worshippers.

The white and gold carved altar, which dominates the front of the church, remalns
from the origtnal church. Notice the ornately carved pulpit and baptismal font, also
from the 1864 church. Trinity Lutheran School, located just south of the church, was
founded in 1838. It is the oldest elementary school In continuous service in St Louls

In celebration of Its sesquicentennial in 1989, Trinlty completed an extensive
interior and exterior restoration of the church. Restored to Its exguisite 1896 appear-
ance, the church continues r.--pru]-hfr- weorship n an historic setting while addressing

Issues of contemporary life

¢ € ¢

No.2
BUFFALO BILL SLEPT HERE

Perhaps there Is no better example of the
creative adaptive reuse of an historic bulld-
Ing than this townhouse, owned by and
created for John and Lucy..In 1985 the
couple moved lo St. Louls from Chicago.
After looking in several clty neighborhoods,
they chose to llve (n Soulard, (nitlally at-
tracted to the district by Its appearance
from adjacent highways.

In 1987, after renting (n Soulard for two
years, they purchased half of this bullding,
which had originally been a four-family
unit. They hired a contractor to “gut” the
Interlor, and designed a modern town-
house to meet thelr tastes and needs.

The contemporary Interlor style made it
easy for Lucy and John to decorate with
thelr collection of antiques and qulits,
which lend an alr of warmth and vitality to
thelr home. Look to the right when you enter
the living room; the couple has a lovely
collection of coronation commemorative
china.

The structure was built more than 130 years ago by Michael Federicl. The shutters,
which still adorn the street fagade, were made (n his shop, which was located at the
rear of the lot. The 1896 tornado parttally damaged the structure, It origtnally had
dormers on the third floor, stmilar to those seen on surrounding butldings, which also
were bullt by Mr. Federict.

The mansard roof now on the bullding was added after the tornado. Buffalo Bl
was reputed to be a frequent visttor to the house, and eventually married (nto the
Federicl family. A descendent of the family continues to own the other half of the
structure,
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No.3
WAREHOUSE-TURNED-PLAYHOUSE

This former warehouse was bulilt in 1886 and has
lived previous lives as a saloon and dancehall. It’s
also rumored the place may have been a brothel at
one time. “Well. it had one large room on the first floor,
with lots of little rooms upstatrs,” says Don. the
current ouner. “You figure it out.”

Whatever its shady past, the great lady has come
to life again tn Don's enthustastic hands. He's con-
verted the 5.000-square foot space Into his playhouse-
home, and still has several rooms left over which he
rents out.

The facade of the bullding remalns
= largely unchanged., but the addition of
sprightly teal blue paint has lvened up
its appearance and brought emphasis
to the beautiful curved windows and
doors. Terriflc gargoyle-like light fix-
tures (they look old, but they're not)
perch on elther side of the now unused
double doors.

8Lk

) L

Step into Don’s home and you've crossed over Into The Tropical Zone. Hundreds of plants thrive (n the
three-story atrium: full-size trees planted right into the ground the bullding sits on; little tralling plants
tumbling In profusion over the edges of upper-story balconles; succulents lending a Southwest alr to the
place. And the key to all this fecundity: a 16" x 16° skylight in the roof. The atrlum oasls also offers the
visttor a babbling waterfall and a minlature beach.

As you stand in the kiichen, note the slate floor made of old blackboards from a shuttered Soulard
school—one of Don’s nvestment properties. On the second floor loft, note the creative and flexible use of
space. The “walls” to Don’s bedroom and bathroom are movable. Note the huge glass block shower.: The
third floor looks a bit more traditional, with rooms for housemates and space for a formal living area.

The visit would not be complete without a journey to the rooftop deck; which shows off Don's collection
of old toy pedal cars. The deck provides a breathtaking vlew of the downtown skyline, and the rooftop hot

¢ @ ‘¢
No.4
88 KEYS IN AN 8-FAMILY

Much of north Soulard (north of Russell Avenue)
was bullt for multt-family use. That use continues
to this day, as shown by this apartment bullding,
which has been modernized for city llving.

Jeanne has called this apartment home for flve
years now, since she moved to the area from South
Dakota. She first became enchanted with Soulard
during a visit to the nelighborhood over Mardl Gras.
She selected this bullding because the living room
was large enough to accommodate her full-sized
grand plano.

Also appealing to Jeanne s the mixture of people
who lve and work n Soulard. Desplte her proximity
to the market and several restaurants and bars,
Jeanne finds her block of 8th Street to be quiet and

ul,

The bullding was originally an etght-family
structure, with four units on each floor, The flat
stone lintels above the windows (ndicate the bulld-
tng was constructed before the Cloll War. After the—
war, brick arches were used.

Urban neglect allowed the bullding to deterlorate
to a burned out shell, similar to the one several
doors south, untll a developer stepped in about six
years ago and rehabbec.

Several of Jeanne's possessions have led Interesting lives. The teacart in the dining room belonged to
her great-great-grandmother, who lwed (n a home outside of Atlanta. The teacart was one of the few to
survlve General Sherman's destruction of that city. The Venetlan glass came from a brothel in New Orleans.
Jeanne's grandfather gave it to his wife, but did not tell her where or how he obtalned it. The autoharp (s
an antique from Deadiwood, South Dakota, and was used by a circult-riding preacher for entertalnment.

Th¥ bedroom set once belonged to actor Tony Randall and his wife, and the needlepoint tn the kitchen was
done by Mrs. Randall. 4 P 1 'en
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AUTHORS TO SIGN BOOKS
DURING HOUSE TOUR

Patrice Press, one of the featured
locations on the "Routes of Rhythm™
house tour, will sponsor a book
signing party by local authors dur-
ing the tour

Clarissa Start, author of several
books, including I'm Glad I'm Not
Young Anymore and columnist for
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, will ap-
pear from noon to 2:30 p.m., Sun-
day, September 30 at the publish-
ing house. Patrice Press is located
at 1701 South 8th Streel. Gregory
Franzwa, author of The Santa Fe
Trail Revisited and The Oregon Trall
Revisited, will be available both
days of the tour. Betty Burnett, au-
thor of St. Louis at War, also will be
available during the tour.

Patrice Press specializes in books
about the Old West. However, it is
best known as the publisher of St.
Louts Day by Day by Frances Hurd
Stadler, which is excerpted daily in
the Post-Dispatch. The company
also has reprinted Catfish and Crys-
tal, a history of St. Louis, and is the
publisher of books by local colum-
nist Elaine Viets.

Tour-goers also will see a display
of turn-of-the-century lithographs
by Willlam Henry Jackson in the
publishing company’s offices.

Inleriors
In Green




No.5
ONCE UPON A TIME
IN THE WEST

Not only Is Soulard
the current home of
live Jazz and blues in
St. Louls, but at one
time the only major
radlo statlon broad-
casting the “btg band”
sound, WEW on the
AM dtal, could be
Jound just south of the
Soulard market.

Today the bulilding
s home to a different
type of entertainment.
The Patrice Press, a
publishing company
speclalizing in books
about the Old West
and St. Louls, occu-
ples the first floor of
this Victorlan store-
front.

No.6
IT'S GOT RHYTHM

This restored store-
front Is now the home
of The Music Gallery,
which speclalizes In
rare and unusual re-
cordings of Jazz, blues
and folk music, as well
as authentic and indig-
enous muslc from
around the world.

Enter the store,
owned and operated r‘
by Dennis Cronin- —
Doyle, and you may —
hear the sounds of
Zydeco, Memphis
Rhythm and Blues,

Reggae, or even Juju (a )
Nigertan folk music tra-

dition gaining popular-

ity In this country)

Dennis opened The Muslc Gallery about 18 months ago at this
location, after he decided there was no muslc store [n the area carrying
the music he loves.

=
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= £
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Gregory Franzwa founded The Patrice Press in 1967 with the publication
of his book, The Story of Old Ste. Genevieve, a history of the Missourt River
town. He Is also a professional jazz musiclan and leader of the 1926 Jazz
Band.

The Patrice Press employs another author, Betty Burnett, who has written
St. Louis at War, an examination of the Impact of World War Il on St. Louls.

The Patrice Press publishes works by several well-known local authors,
Including Elatne Viets and Clarissa Start. The company also publishes St.
Louis Day By Day by Frances Hurd Stadler, which contains a brief entry for

each day ¢ f{h( year on notet utrhu events o( curring from the city's founding
U’I 1764 ale and

Because of the movemnent toward compact discs, and away from LPs,
Dennis also sells used, rare recordings that can’t be found anywhere
else In the area.

The butlding which houses The Music Gallery has a history as colorful
and varled as the muslc heard there. Bullt before the Clvil War, the
structure was designed for mixed use, with a commercial establishment
always on the first floor. Most notably it was the home of a corner
drugstore, which advertised itself with a painted sign on the north outer
wall. Remnants of the sign can be seen today.

Once three and a half stories tall, the bullding suffered years of
!ett and abu.se untu .In 1983, it was schedulcd jur emergency

8 > the wrecking 1

property and. pa!nsfdkfngly rehablﬂmtad (g

Oj note architecturally s the cast {ron post, now gally painted, at the
Jront entrance.

At one time the upper floors held four apartments. Now the space s
an open loft, used for commerclal purposes.

The back garden will be open for the tour. Local musicltans will
entertain there with the sound of music so familtar to patrons of The

Music Gallery.

llﬂlogrciphs of
century and one of the first to da panoramas.

The bullding s still known as the WEW bullding, even though the radlo
station closed some years ago. It was one of the first rehab projects In the
nelghborhood and was completed before Soulard became a historic district.
Much of the exterlor detalling, Including the shutters and windows, Is not
origtnal to the building. The scroll Q;ork above the windows (s, however, a
Victortan trademark.

¢ e ‘e

9th STREET GYM
1808 South 9th St.

(Former Holy Trinity Catholic Church)

Soulard

Farmers’' Market
Sinece 1779

Rock Climbing
Instruction
1601 South 7th Street

GRAND OPENING
September 29 & 30

: It’s a bountiful harvest of fresh-picked products, oven-fresh
Stop by during the house tour

baked goods, quality meats and fish, dairy products, plus a
pet shop and two restaurants, 100 plus merchants operating

oy ieflennp riow, membtsseeotigis 250 stalls in historic Soulard Market.
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Vintage Clothing and Costumes

Across [rom Soulard Markcl = 822 Laflavellc = 421-01 10
October hours: Mon-Sat 11-7.Sun 12-4

ADOLFO'S

NEW MEXICO KITCHEN

Genuine New Mexico Kitchen
Featuring the finest Red and =
Green Chile directly from new
Mexico. Come enjoy authentic |
food and delicious Margaritas. ==
Some American Dishes Available
2nd Floor Available for Private Parties

Margarita Garden Now Open

Close to Downtown Hotels . . . in Historic Soulard

771-8641

s Russell & Menard

421-2131

1822 South Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104
Established 1912

John Edele
Ed (Cork) Woelm

]_lm

Hé&M Desktop Publishing Inc.
664-3990 — FAX: 776-4949

Serving Our Business Clientele with Electronic Composition * Writing & Editing * Customized Laser
Letters « Database M c L/ Publishing * Direct Mall Packages * Technical Manuals «Price Lists
Catalogs * Ad Layouts * Graphic Scanning * Printing Coordination * Training & Consultation » FAX
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clopment
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One- and two- bedroom garden
townhouses and alley houses

Rents to
$325—5750 /month

The Place for Steaks,
Seafood, Pizza and Burgers

Try Our Center Cut Chops &
Grilled Chicken Breast

Our Kitchen Stays Open LATE
For Dinner
'til Midnight Tuesday-Saturday
'til 10:00 p.m. Sunday
Open for Dinner at 4:00 p.m.

STOP IN FOR DINNER AFTER
YOU ENJOY THE TOUR!

In Historic Soulard

2117 South 12th

Half Block South of Russell

772-5977




No.7
CUSTOM-CRAFTED KITCHEN

As soon as Steve walked into the kitchen of this apartment he knew he wanted
to rent It. The features he found attractive Included the butcher block counter top
and the restaurant-sized Wolf brand stove.

Stnce moving tn stx months ago Steve has added his own touch to the place.
Several neon signs brighten the kitchen walls. Steve has a speclal Intereest (n
signs. He runs hts own sign making company.

In one corner of the kitchen sits a Hooster cablnet, bullt to store  flour and bread.
Steve found It to be a perfect fit where It Is now.

Steve has also painted the kitchen in dramatic colors of his choosing. The
{ntriguing use of color puts his signature on the apartment.

The living room walls are covered with “yard longs." They are pictures, also
known as panagramies, which were popular years ago as a way of photographing
large groups. Don't be surprised If you recognize someone or someplace In the photos.

On the landing leading to the second floor sits a beautiful cactus plant, almost
seven feet tall. Steve had to bulld a spectal crate to move the plant from his
apartment in the Tower Grove area. At the top of the stalrs is a small entertainment
room that doubles as a sleeping space when Steve's children come to visit.

The apartment building Steve lives (n was bullt in 1881 to house elght famtilies.
It now holds three apartments. At one time It was a “shell,” meaning little of the
structure remalned other than perhaps the roof and walls. The owners, who llve
across the street, had literally to recreate a new bullding within the historic walls.

As you leave Steve's home by way of the second floor notice the gallery porch
which provides a dramattc view of the common courtyard.

end. The spiral staircase also conserves space [n this small homne.

which the bullding's owners created by using sponges and paint.
4 . I s >

called Soulard stars because of thelir prevalence as archt

serves a vital structural function.

had to remove it and rebulld from the ground up.

the contemporary feel of the apartment.

Chris and Kelth’s apartment s a good example of efficlent, compact use
of space. The loft bedroom is open and atry, with the use of a half wall at one

area as you descend the stalirs,

tectural detall in the
nelghborhood. If these beams, marked by the stars, would be cut the building
would eollapse. What appears to be an ornament on the bultlding's exterior

The east wall of this apartment was so badly deterlorated that the owners

NO.8
1880’s MEET THE 1990's

Before leaving the upstalrs notice the treatment of the outstde closet wall,

The fireplace mantle on the first floor of the home (s one of the few

architectural artifacts the owners were able to salvage In the rehab effort.
Kelth and Chris have kept a stmple color scheme (n thelr home to match

As you leave the apartment take some time to enfoy the detalls of the landscaped courtyard. A row of locust trees
provides ample shade In summer. A cobblestone path leads to the parking space (n the rear of the building. The owners
dug up the stones, which had been used as a driveway by the orlginal owner of the bullding.

NO.9
1880s MEET THE 1990s

(4
(4

This Mead-McClellan apartment
is part of the largest intact block of
alley and street houses In the City
of St. Louls. The complex was
rehabbed Into apartments by /
Mead-McClellan in the 1980s.

Many of the apartments are
reached by walking through one of
the narrow passageways that
lead_from the street to a beautiful,
secluded garden. The garden of-
fers both detachment from the
busy street outside and a sense of
communlty with one's nelghbors (n
the complex.

Note the use of cast-iron on the
street facade, the range of con-
structlon styles throughout the
complex and the compact use of
space. Rents range from 8300 to
$600 per month.

The featured apartment s a spaclous
two-level unit, containing two bedrooms
and two baths. The apartment will host
the tour's information center.

Materlals on Soulard and clty lving
will be avatlable. In additlon, realtors
and members of the Soulard Housing
Corp. will be present to discuss real es-
tate In the nelghborhood. Lists of for-sale
housing and “shell” properties will be
distributed.

The Soulard Restoration Group also will
have for sale items depicting the nelghbor-
hood, Including Soulard coffee mugs, holl-
day greeting cards and Christmas orna-
ments, which are new this year.

Leave the Mead-McClellan complex

- through the large walkway at the rear

of the property. Note the high celling
and wide walkway; this was bullt as a
carriageway.
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NO.10
COZY COTTAGE

Sean and Kevln's home (s an alley house which hap-
pens to face the street. At one time the bullding probably
was part of the property at 1929 South 9th Street, which
Is also on the tour.

Alley houses used to be common In Soulard. The
owners of bulldings on the street would erect the dwell-
Ings for rental use. An alley house generally would have
access only through an alley, and not a street. Ma ny alley
houses have been demolished over the years.

The bullding (s a stmple cottage. Examples of this
architecture abound (n north Soulard. European tmmi-
grants would bulld these homes not from plans, but from
memortes of the homes they had left behind.

It's hard to tmagine, but at one time Sean and Kevin's
home used to house two familles. The two seaparate doors
to the street probably led to twe different units In the
bullding.

Now, the home has been converted Into one comfortable,
modern apartment. The developer used the gabled roof on
the interior to create a spaclous living room. To the left on
the first floor can be _found the master bedroom and bath-
room. Upstalrs s another bedroom, which Kevin and Sean
also use as an office.

Sean and Kevin's modern furnishings glve the place an
uncluttered, clean look. Of specilal Interest Is the window
treatment used (n each room.

Kevin and Sean moved to Soulard after living (n the
Central West End and Lafayette Square. They find Soulard
to be more affordable and a better location than other
nelghborhoods.

The courtyard s also on tour. They have used the yard

for dinner partles and cookouts. Live music will be played
in this courtyard during the tour.

NO.11
URBAN RETREAT

1

Ly

Terry's apartment was one of the first rehabllitated bulldings on the block.
Desplte the passage of time, the bullding stlll appears to be virtually new.

The entire butlding was probably constructed during the Civll War. It was
most ltkely bullt to hold four apartments, The rehabber converted the bullding
into two townhouses.

An unusual architectural feature of the home Is the wide entry doors. At
one time the first floors may have been used as storefronts,

Terry recently moved to St. Louls from Kansas City. He was drawn to
Soulard because of its proximity to downtown and because It seemed to
a fun neighborhood. '

Terry has decorated his home [n a lean, clean style. He brought much of
the pottery In the living room with him from Kansas Clty. The palnting of a
grape arbour (n the living room was done by a friend.

‘The second floor Is lightened by the use of a skylight. Terry redecorated
the bathroom, but has left the rest of the rooms intact.

Terry's shade garden is on the tour. He finds it to be a qutet diverston from
the sometimes hectic urban pace outside the courtyard walls.
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NO.12

- URBAN

When Chad moved to PIONEER
Soulard In 1972, times
were different. He bought

HOMESTEAD
the home where he and his P

on a cot on the frrst floor
because the upper floors
were not llable. He came
to Soulard because hous-
ing was [nexpensive, and
because he wanted a chal-
lenge.

Years later Kristin and
Chad see that thelr effort
and sacrifice have paid off.
They have been able to cre-
ate a warm and comfort-
able family home tn a bulld-
ing that was close to demo-
lition. It Is a home speclally
sulted to thelr needs and
those of thelr teenaged
daughter, Sarah.

Chad and Kristin have observed many changes to Soulard over the
years. At one time In the 1970s the building to the north was a commune;
now it houses several apartments.

The street had few trees; now the block s green and cool and  full of the
sound of birds tn the morning. Sarah, a student at the city's Metro School,
has grown up quite accustomed to city lving.

The stalrway leading from the first to the second floor was missing
when Chad bought the bullding. He hired someone to build part of the
stalrs, but the workman ran off with the money. Chad was forced to learn
on his own how to bulld stairs.

Entry to the home (s on the side of the bullding. This (s called a
“sidewlnder.” Chad and Kristin removed the front entrance to their home
to enlarge the front parlor’s llving space. .

The family has created an open, comfortable atmosphere in the front
parlor with the use of warm colors and materials and a functional
Nreplace. ' L

At one time Chad owned the bullding to the south, which s now the
home of Ron and Kathy, also on tour. Kristin and Chad had the opportu-
nity, when selling the bullding, to choose thelr nelghbors. They made a
good cholce, as the two familles have remained good friends. ’

The tour includes a walk through Kristin and Chad’s tranqull back yard
and garden. A trellls supports a healthy and huge bittersweet vine, which .
Kristin promises will bear big orange berrles by tour time.




NO.13
FIT FOR A FAMILY

In 1975 Kathy and Ron purchased their home
after visiting friends (n the neighborhood. In Jact,
they bought the home from their neighbors, Chad
and Kristin, whose home Is also on this tour.
What attracted them to this bullding was its low
cost and potentlal for rehabilitation.

Since then they have destgned a home on thelr
own which has suited their growing family. Ron
has finished the third floor (which (s not on the
tour) for the use of their three school-aged chil-
dren—Kelly, Christopher and Meaghan.

The house, bullt around 1890, is typleal
Soulard style with its narrow layout and street
orlentation. Kathy and Ron have successfully
used light colors to expand the visual appearance
of the llving room, glving it a spaclous and inviting
Jeel.

Notice the antigue dining room set, which belonged to Kathy’s grandmother. Like many
working class Soulard homes, the bullding orlgtnally had a small, narrow kitchen, stnce meals
were always served In the dining room. Ron and Kathy have created a modern, efficlent work
space there to meet thelr family lifestyle.

Ron and Kathy and thelr friends, Chad and Kristin, have used fencing around the perimeter
of thelr shared yards to provide privacy yet expansiveness.

T .

NO.14
A ROSE IN SOULARD

In Victorian times the garden was a
place of many soclal functions. Lovers
would stroll among blooming roses.
Guests would dine under [vy-covered
trelltses. Friends would converse
while sitting on wrought tron chalrs.

Richard has carrled on this tradltion
in his Victortan garden. The proprietor
of Rose Haven, Soulard’'s bed and
breakfast, Richard has created an ls-
land of green and shade (n the middle
of the city. A resldent of Soulard for
seven years, Richard bought the home
and adfoining property three years ago
to convert Into a small bed and break-

Jast. At the time the sideyard was an

urban wasteland. Among other things,
Richard removed an old furnace, ptles
of decayed wood and wheelbarrows
Jull of stone and gravel.

There are three separate sitting areas where guests can relax. Of interest are the blue
and white porcelain vases that hang from the next door neighbor’s wall. Richard has collected
many of the plantings from family members and friends. By tour time, Richard's rose garden
should be colorful, Visttors should also see buttercups, Impattens, black-eyed Susans and
mums throughout the garden. -

Richard's plans for the future include erecting a summer house on top of the garage. During
the tour musliclans will be stationed there providing entertalnment.

Rose Haven accommodates two couples during the weekend. Richard serves his guests
breakfast, as well as wine and cheese In the evening. Richard recelves guests from near
and far. Many of them are surprised at how qulet and peaceful thelr stay at Rose Haven (s;
certalnly a stroll in Richard's Victorlan garden adds to the tranqullity of their stay. For more
information about Rose Haven, contact the Bed and Breakfast of Greater St. Louls at

314-961-2252.

Soulard
Restoration
Group

wishes to thank
the following
companies
&
organizations
for their support
of

The Routes
of
Rhythm
House Tour

The Music Gallery

Anheuser-Busch
Companies, Inc.

Mead-McClellan

Interiors
in Green

Trinity Lutheran
Church

Step Up!
St. Louis
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CLEMENTINES

2001 Menard at Allen
664-7869

ERANDPIANDS

l.myesr Selection of Grands
n the Metro East Area

FAMOUS BRANDS = LOW PRICES
Financing

1-800,/926-6285

GRAND PIANO OUTLET
2375 Homer Adams Pkwy., Alton, lllinois

e

SOULARD — Tastefully renovated 100-year-old building
5 minutes south of downtown.
Fireplaces, decks, microwaves, skylights.
1- and 2-bedrooms: Rents $300-$550.

MEAD-McCLELLAN

Bi‘l pointment, 773-6321
2222 Menard, St. 1.0013 Mo. 63104

SOULARD APARTMENTS

Halpns,

MIKE
- 8‘. \.“

MINS

10th&Geyert

In Soulard
for
Lunch or Dinner

~ Ribs, Pasta,
Steaks, Burgers
Seafood

Garden Dining Available

421-1655
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(1 Mile East of Allon Square)

VINCENT'S

12 Street Market
2400 South 12" Street
In Soulard Area

Full Service G — Meat Counter  Vincent
= ng;f Fe'roc;?:zgrand Sundries NYO" Friendly

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Grocer

Parly Ti
772 47 l 0 e
' s S P AR O S S|

A Full Service
Salon

Featuring
A Complete Line of Hair
& Skin Care Products by:
Paul Mitchel
Matrix
Redken

NEW

EXTENDED

HOURS

Open 6:00 a.m.
Tuesday — Saturday

In Historic Soﬁlard-
2020 South 12th

231-4811
‘Zins[é_y’s 20/20

PERFECT VISION IN HAIR DESIGN







