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Soulard-For-Sale

Spring 1990

Spring Cleaning a Hassle?

Leave It Behind and Move to Soulard!

By Hilda Willman

Tired of listening to the leadfoots
clomping around in the apartment
above you?

Had it with turning over your
paychecks to Uncle Sam?

Or, are you tired of coming home
to the same old house every day?
Do you hate the fact that you don’t
even know your neighbors?

Feel like you spend your life in
rush-hour traffic?

Well, there’s hope for all you

in the overgrown yard and hop in
the car Sunday, May 20 for Sou-
lard-For-Sale, a coordinated open
house of for-sale housing in St.
Louis’ finest neighborhood.

“Soulard offers some of the best
housing values in St. Louis," says
Ron D'Aloia, coordinator of the
second annual event. “Only in
Soulard can you combine the
ambiance of buildings constructed
by early settlers of St. Louis with

the meticulous craftsmanship of
20th century rehabbers and restora-

about Soulard,” D’Aloia
says. “That's why we're
sponsoring a coordinated
open house of many for-
sale homes.”

Houses will be open
from noon to 5 p.m., Sun-
day, May 20. Prospective
home buyers may pick ul:
a map showing whic
houses are open and infor-
mation about the neigh-
borhood at the starting
point, Twelfth Street be-
tween Ann and Shenan-
doah (one block south of
Russell). Thereis nocharge
for the materials.

The map will contain a
list of each home’s ameni-
ties and the asking price,
so participants may pick
and choose which homes
1o visit.

Realty agents will staff
the homes. Neighborhood
residents will be available
at the starting point to
answer questions.

SOULARD
For Sale

Local realtors say buy-
ers are well-positioned to
rofit from the current
ousing market. “Interest

the St Louis area know

ratesare stable at 10 percent—and
that's a very attractive rate for
buyers,” says Tim Meyer, manager
of Coldwell Banker Realtors Clay-
ton office.

“Soulard has anumber of houses
on the market that were developed
asrental investment properties and
that are now being sold as single
family. The number of owner-oc-
cupied homesisincreasingand that
means the quality of the neighbor-
hood is improving,” Meyer says.
“So‘ulard and LaSalle Park ar

ard isone of the by
borhoods overall.”

Here’s justa sample of the homes
tobe open during Soulard-For-Sale:

» A spacious home-on-a-hill
with big yard, 3 bedrooms on sec-
ond floor, bed-and-bath suite on
third floor for $ 115,000,

* A dramatic, contemporary
3,000-square-foot rehab with fabu-
lous whirlpool bath suite and a
kitchen for the gourmet cook for
just $99,900.

“Soulard-For-Sale focuses on
homes in move-in condition —
those priced from $70,000 to
$185,000," D’Aloia says. “But,
there’salotofinterestin shell prop-
erties — those that need complete
structural overall — and that are
priced from about $10,000. While
there won't be shells open during
Soulard-For-Sale, we will have a
list of available shells for those who
are interested in custom designing
a new home in an historic prop-
erty.”

Between shells and restored/

valed homesare those needing
some structural work and decorat-
ing, generally priced from $20,000
to $50,000. The Soulard Housing
Corpomuon. a not-for-profit cor-
poration formed recently to stimu-
late the local housing market, spe-

cializesin these homes. “The Hous-
ing Corporation has identified 13
buildings that are in good condi-
tion and priced very well,” says
Housing Corporation member Rod
Wright. Housing Corporation rep-
resentatives will be available at the
starting point of Soulard-For-Sale.

D’Aloia says the broad range of
home values makes Soulard a mecca
for young prolessionals to families
with children to retired people. He

says Soulard’s attachment to the
old world is what auracis mancy
people, but new world amen

it had the urban feel we were used
to,” he says.

“But we've come 10 appreciate
the close sense of community
among the people who live here —
i's a real neighborhood like the
one you grew up in. And, we love
the fact thatit’s so close to our work
downtown, to entertainment at
Union Station and the Grand Ave-
nue arts district, and the major
highways.”

Last year’s Soulard-For-Sale
brought 500 prospective buyers to
the area and resulted in several
home sales.

“Soulard is widely known for its
fun, fascinating house tours in the
falland at Christmas,” D'Aloia says.
“Soulard-For-Sale is not a house
tour.

“We'd like to encourage people
whoarelooking forahome tocome
to Soulard-For-Sale,” he said. “And
we'd like to invite those who are
interested in house tours to come
visit Soulard for our Fall House
Tour, September 22 and 23, and
Holiday Parlour Tour, December 1
and 2."

For more information about
Soulard-For-Sale, contact either
Ron D’Aloia at 621-2423 or Hilda
Willman at 773-6573,
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Notes From Soulard Calendar of Events

o MAY 5-6
Brick House "Tour of Tours" St. Lotils Magazine
I MAY 7
By Doug Everley Fundraising & Ways and Means Meeting
President, SRG MAY 9 .
Recent yurnal published Ny ; : 3
eevrral siorics that wislid i dicete 4 --,'_:_n.ﬂ._- dis: Residential Promotion Committee Meeting
unity within %';:nuf::u .‘\:1:.“ of these have been so MAY 12
erroneous and full of half truths, that a reply would deem the original stories Operation Brightside
worthy of comment, which they are not. Because this animosity is vocalized by !
three or four obviously disgruntled individuals. | won't even waste valuable MAY 14
editorial space. Membership Committee Meeting
However, there was one letter to the editor in the March 28 edition that MAY 16

deserves a personalized response. In her letter, Ms. LaDonna Cano asked,

“What has the SRG done to help the ‘limited means’ people in Soulard who are SRG Board Meeting

definitely not members of the SRG, other than give us a great pain in the back- MAY 20
side?” Ms. Cano, where have you been, and do you live in Soulard? Soulard for Sale*
I first take offense and believe it demonstrates a complete lack of under-
standing of the Soulard Restoration Group in the implication that the SRG MAY 21
either associates itsell with a particular type of Soulard resident or distin- Beautification Meeting
guishes our neighbors in terms of “means” and “limited means.” Let's get MAY 23

serious. This is an idiotic argument and demonstrates the desperate measures
those of Ms. Cano's ilk will stoop to gain attention.

SRG Night At Busch Stadium*

Soulard is a diverse neighborhood, and those of us who live here JUNE 6
appreciate it for that fact. Certainly we can draw distinctions and point out SRG Membership Meeting — Trinity Lutheran Church*
dilferences, but to do so with such animosity and venom denigrates the writer
and embarrasses the many fine folks that live in our area JUNE 11
The SRG has in the past, and will continue in the future, to work toward Ways and Means Meeting
making Soulard a better place for everyone to live. Surely Ms. Cano has noticed JUNE 13

all the new trees that have been planted within the past three years. The SRG
has spent over $21,000 dollars on the tree planting project.

The neighborhood is cleaner thanks to the elforts of the SRG. Trash cans JUNE 18
were purchased with the aid of Step Up St. Louis and placed at strategic loca- Beautification Meeting and Membership Committee Meeting
tions. I'mtold they're getting quite a bit of use. Watch the SRG go to work when UNE 20
the Fall and Christmas House Tours occur. The tour route and surrounding J ' :
area receive an extra special spiffing up in anticipation of the thousands of SRG Board Meeting
people coming to see our neighborhood.

Have you noticed the new signs around Historic Soulard? Although we
have had a manulacturing problem, these will reappear. Hopefully they will
instill some pride in where we live as a very special place. 1 think 1ﬁ'ey'rc
attractive, and they were paid for with funds from the SRG and a local grant
which the SRG was awarded.

The SRG always participates in Operation Brightside and this year has
made an extra effort for Earth Day. That ugly asphalt triangle at the corner of
Sydney and Eighth is now a garden spot. And when you have an opportunity,
notice the landscaped lot at the corner of Thirteenth and Lami. Not quite a park
today, but give the trees a chance, These beautification projects, along with Lo = THE PLACE FOR STEAKS

3

work around the Market and in Pontiac Park, are due solely to the time and
SeAarooD, Pizza AND BURGERS.

resources of the SRG and its members.
But besides being a cleaner and more attractive neighborhood, Soulard

Residential Promotion Committees

*See related article for information about any meetings or SRG functions, pfmw call 771-5563

has experienced a sixty-five percent reduction in crime stncc[:l;:- SRG nrgan-l : TRy Our CeNTER Cur CHoPS AND
ized a Neighborhood Watch program. Routinely members of the SRG patro :
the streets and alleys identilying and reporting suspicious activities to the It : GR"-I-ED CH'CKEN Breast

police, via mobile phones we received through a successful grant application.

50 to the LaDonna Cano’s of Soulard, I don’t know where you've been, but
your neighborhood has changed for the better over the past few yearsand SRG
members have a right to be proud in their contribution. It's too bad that your
anger has clouded your sight of these improvements. Stop today and *smell the
flowers,” Better yet, plant some. The SRG has packets of seeds available {ree of

Lchargc,

Our Kitchen Stays Open
LATE for Dinner

=g AN et o T,

til Midnight Tuesday-Saturday
"til 10:00 p.m. Sunday

flﬂ Rﬁﬂﬂlgﬁd - : j' Open for Dinner at 4:00 p.m.

The Soulard Renaissance has a  Editor: Cyndi Tompkins
circulation of 6,000 and is published  Copy Editor: Mike Moore
six times a year by the Soulard res- Ad Manager: Janet Van Fleet
toration Group. It is distributed in Business Manager; Thelma Hemmen
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In Historic Soulard

2117 SOUTH 12th

Soulard and St. Louis area businesses

w : Gibbs,
and ovr advertisers, Contribuling Writers: Jay Gibbs

Lydia Homrighausen, Paul Kjorlie,

Call 773-0966 for information and Mike Moore, Janet Van Fleet, ) Half Bl
to place ads. Copy deadline for the Hilda Willman, Phil Willman, 2 ock south of Russelt
next issue is June 14. Rod Wright 7 7 2 '59 7 7
Contributing Photographers: Jay Gibbs,
Address correspondence 10: Richard Hausen
The Soulard Renaissance Distribution: Renaissance Commitice
P.O. Box 13312 Production: St. Louis Labor Tribune

Soulard Station

St. Louis, MO 63157 Printing: Nabor News Print Inc.
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Soderberg Witnesses New Government

By Phil Willman

Recent changes in the world's politi-
cal structure could overwhelm the aver
age armchair observer. The Berlin Wall
has fallen. Lech Walesa now leads Po-
land. Other parties, other than the
Communist Party, flourish in the Soviet
Union. It has become impaossible to
understand what is happening in the
rest of the world by watching the nightly
news.

‘No matter how much you read, or
think you understand you will never
know, until you visit a country like
Nicaragua, how most of the world's
population lives,” John Soderberg, a long
time Soulard resident, said in explain-
ing his decision to travel to that country
to witness first hand its February presi-
dential election. A trained political sci-
entist, he had studied how U.S. policies
affect Central America. A concerned
citizen, he had lobbied his political
representatives to address what he per-
ceived to be the injustices of those poli-
cies. But, in January 1990, with the
February 25 election date closing in,
Soderberg saw an opportunity to be-
come personally involved in an event of
great significance 10 the people of Cen-
tral America

His plan was to arrive on Sunday,
February 25, election day, to observe
the vote itsell. He planned to travel to
Managua, Nicaragua's largest city and
capital. Soderberg did not learn until
three weeks before departure that he
would need a visa

guess Nicaragua's bureaucracy is

of
word he could pick up his visa on elec-
tion day.

Soderberg, a man of many interests,
including a fascination with trains, took
Amtrack from St. Louis to Washington,
D.C., arriving the morning after the
election. By then the surprising results
were known. Violeta Barios de Cha-
morro, leader of the United National
Opposition (UNO) Party, had pulled an
upset victory over Daniel Ortegaand the
Savdinistas, who had led Nicaraguasince
the 1979 overthrow of the Somoza dic-
tatorship. By the time Soderberg arrived
at the Nicaragua embassy he found it
was an understandably somber place.

Undaunted by the fact he had missed
the election itself, Soderberg decided to

Felling

2637 South 12th
St. Louis

 Distinctive Gifts _
» Small Classes Forming
\_

an o ﬁg:mﬁ%ﬁ1m

A Stoneware and Porcelain
Studio and Gallery

go ahead with his journey, to ca
e mood ol a country int
took a {light to Guatemal
Managua. Because of the 1985 U.S
emt o all direct Nights to Nicaragua

had been I."-’I‘.']Ill‘lll'l'i

?\;\.ln'll\\'r;:_\ lirst impression was ol
mood of calm and order. At the airport
a modern [acility constructed by the
Sandinista people were businesslike and
purposelul. In contrast, the Guatemalan
airport had been hustling, chaotic, dis
organized

Soderberg's first adjustment was (o

the Nicara 1 economy, The Sandin
ista goverr required the conve
sion ol his 1erican dollars to Nicara-

gua currency. In 1989 Nicaragua had
experienced an inflation rate of 1,700
per cent, and it had been as high as
33,000 per cent. The government man-
dated the conversion in an effort to
infuse the economy with hard currency,

During his trip to the hotel Soderberg
was struck by the visual contrasts of
Managua was hit hard by an earthquake
in 1972, killingas manyas 30,000 peaple.
The physical destruction of the earth-
quake was still evident in 1990. In the
middle of downtown he saw cattle graz-
ing in vacant lots, cleared of rubble from
the devastation. This semi-rural scene
was interrupted oceasionally by mod-
ern buildings, such as the National
Theater, constructed by the Sandinistas,
whose policy in the aftermath of the
earthquake was not to rebuilding down-
town but to decentralize the city

1l remains of zh buildings,

~ Soderberg was also
trast, seen in many Lalin countries,
between wealth and poverty. Squaffus
had constructed makeshift houses of
cardboard and tin, next to luxury hotels
and middle-income neighborhoods re-
minding Soderberg of Miami.

Yet, during his stay Soderberg found
solid support for Daniel Ortega. In de-
scribing the mood after the election,
Soderberg said, “You would have
thought Ortego had won the election.”
Campaign slogans on banners were
plastered on every available wall. Ap-
proximately 200,000 people had gath-
ered earlier to hear Orlega speak on the
election results.

In Soderberg's view, Ortego was still
held out to be a national hero by many

Pottery

Tues., Thurs. and Sat.
12:00-5:00

664-4297

volers

WEATV (
erty and the Contra War, pul a
sandinista rule
petter lile

because Lhey

Lhamorro g

her election would

Contra War, the | g of the US
embargo, and the resumption of US
aid,” Soderberg noted
Ortego could only suggest these re
Pos Dililies

$3% OFF

wean the end of the

address Ortega stated that the p

high

Unlike a few North A
ers, Soderberg believes Lhe ele
fair and honest. Although t}
las were unhappy w the res

made it clear they would comply. In h

uld

had spoken, that he w

and that he wi

terest to Soderberg was it
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A FULL-SERVICE
SALON FOR MEN
& WOMEN
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Soulard Unlimited Building Complex

A Contemporary Restoration

By Michael Moore

A contemporary restoration ofan his-
toric Soulard warehouse is underway at
10thand Ann Avenue. Hellmuth-Smith-
Grnimm, a Soulard-based design, adver-
tising, art and photography studio, are
the developers of the “Soulard Unlim-
ited Building Complex.” R.E. Brownand
Assoc. are partners with HSG in the
developing.

Currently, the warehouse on 1007-
13 Ann Avenue is quite an eyesore, but
by this September, the building will
have be dramatically changing into an
impressive and stately eye-catcher. The
27,000-square-foot building will be of
brick construction, with a gray sand-
stone facade. The third floor mansard
roof is au faux and helps the building
blend in with the neighboring build-
ings.

“l drew up faces for the building to fit
in with the fabric of the neighborhood,”
said Joe Klitzing, architect. “The design
is close to the *Second Empire’ look,
however, we took some architectural
license,” Klitzing added.

One of the most attractive features of
this unique office building for a single
corporate tenant is the fact that one of
the owners, HSG, will be an on-site
tenant. “With on-site owner tenancy,
wewill beactivelyinvolved in maintain-
ing the int the building,” Jack

‘Smith, pme%ﬁez 2{“56. saidl.ng'

HSG is interested in having only one
or two tenants. 20,000 square feet 1s
available for a possible tenant.

Smith is hoping his “Ann Avenue
Project” will have a domino effect on
renovation in Soulard. First, once the
building is complete, neighboring build-
ings will improve. Secondly, once other
businesses see what can be done in
Soulard, they will follow suit and take
advantage of all Soulard has to offer,

Soulard is recognized as a prime rede-
velopment neighﬂ;rhuud because it is
physically separated by major arteries
which provide development control.

“With a base rate over thirty percent
less than comparable exclusive down-
town space, you can keep your corpo-
rate overhead down, while providing
your employees an exciting, comfort-

Artist's rendering of the Soutlard Unlimited Building on Ann Avenue.

able atmosphere in which to work.®
Smith said.

Adequate on and off street parking
offered free to employees means they
will enjoy a savings of $40 to $75 per
month over downtown costs. Soulard
Unlimited is also near numerous restau-
rants, banking, service companies and
quaint shops. With one owner tenant
housed in adjacent space, exceptional
care and concern will be exhibited
toward the entire premises. Janitorial
service is also provided.

“We are doing everything first class.
No slap stick re-hab for us,” Smith said.

==

",

“Ifyoudo it wrong the first time, it takes
too much time to redo.” he added.

HSG is currently at 2401 South 11th
St., but they have outgrown the office.
“We are starting to stack on top of each
other,” Smith laughed.

The beautiful exterior is designed so
as not to call attention to the commer-
cial nature of the building, making it
very exclusive. The concept of one or
two non-owner tenants means assured
less opportunity for unwanted persons
to have reason to be in the area.

Smith is no stranger to Soulard. HSG
has been in Soulard for four years and

“We are doing everything first class. No slap

stick re-hab for us.”

jack Smith, President HSG

‘Smith resides in a local carriage house.

In [act, three of the live employees live
in Soulard.

“IloveSoulard,it'sa neatarea,” Smith
said. “It's a little New Orleans. My sister
from California thinks it’s super. She
says there's nothing like it in all of Cali-
fornia.” -~

This year's Mardi Gras poster and t-
shirts were design by Mike Helm of
HSG. HSG also does quite a bit of secon-
dary packaging and point of sale dis-
plays for Anheuser-Busch. “Anheuser-
Busch keeps us really busy,” Theresa
Grimm, secretary, said.

Witheverything approved and all bids
and permits obtained, HSG is ready to
beginrenovation. Although Soulard Un-
limited is a very different venture for
HSG, theyare eagerand ambitious about
their Ann Avenue Project. Smith wel-
comes inquiries regarding the building.

Russell & Menard

ADOLFO'S
NEW MEXICO KITCHEN
Genuine New Mexico Kitchen
Featuring the finest Red and p—a—
Green Chile directly from new
Mexico. Come enjoy authentic
food and delicious Margaritas.
Some American Dishes Available

2nd Floor Available for Private Parties
Margarita Garden Now Open

Close to Downtown Hotels . . . in Historic Soulard

- 771-8641

GLASSWORKS

Leaded and Stained Glass Windows
Lamps and Hangings
Original Designs and Reproductions
Now Offering Custom Mirrors,
Tabletops and Mirror Re-Silvering
Complete Line of Hobby Supplies
Classes Forming NOW!

HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.

865-3877

MITHRA

Sat. 9:30-5:00
1304 SIDNEY
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Soderberg Visit

the group managed by former President
Jimmy Carter was the only one trusted
and held in -!‘.'.g:l'. esteem by })ﬂ:h 5|(i.|:\

In Soderberg's view the election of
Chamorro, the editor of La Pransa and
former member of the Sandinista ruling
junta, was not a triumph of democracy,
but rather an example of US. domi-
nance in Central America. “The Nicara-
guans were brought to their knees "
suggested Soderberg, “by the Contra
War, which was financed by the US
they simply grew tired of poverty and
war.” By the third day after the election
Sederberg concluded Managuans were
ready to resume a normal daily life, to be
left alone by politicians.

continued from page 3

Soderberg adm

akes ¢

made §

rule. For example, they

integrate by relocation the Misquito
Indians, who had always lived in tribal

villages on the Atlantic Coast and never
considered themselves part of Nicara-
gua, As a result the Contras were able to
gain support among the Indians, who
resisted the Sandinista interference with
their way of life

Soderberg is no stranger to political
activism. A native of Michigan, he was
the son of immigrant parents — his
father, an auto worker, from Norway,
and hismother, [romScotland. Hisinter-
est in politics came from his mother pri-

NoARI

S

808 GEYER — In SOULARD

436-0828

Open 7 Days — 11:00 a.m. till Midnight
SEASONAL DINNER MENU

Beef Bourgunionne ® Irish Stew
Jambalaya e Catfish/Creole
Blackened Shark ¢ Cajun Pasta
Raspberry Chicken ® Blackened Chicken
Chicken Etoufee ® Crawfish Etoufee

Appetizers ® Salads ® Sandwiches
Homemade Soups and Desserts

Fireplace Dining ® Outdoor Garden
Catering and Private Parties Available

marily, who encouraged Soderberg and
his sisters to be politically involved. In
1972 Soderberg campaigned, while an
auto worker. for George McGovern's
unsuccessful presidential bid. He also
participated in the civil rights and anti-
war efforts of that era

In 1979 Soderberg and his wile. Gerri
Vincigueria, moved to Soulard to their
present home on 12th Street. Soon
Soderberg involved himselfin local social
and political issues, serving on the Board
of the Neighborhood Housing Services
and the Soulard Restoration Group. In
1982 he authored a study as part of his
master studies, that concluded the reha-
bilitation effort in Soulard enabled the
revitalization of the neighborhood with
only a minimalamount ofdisplacement
He found Soulard historically had al-
ways been a “transient” neighborhood,
consisting of fental properties meant to
house immigrants, and that the rate of
turn over actually declined with the
most recent rehabs efforts.

Soderberg is hopeful about the future
of Nicaragua. he believes the transition
of power will be peaceful, and that there
will be immediate improvement in the
lives of Nicaraguas because of improved
US. relations. He is cautious, however,
about the permanency of Chamorro's
support. The UNO party was a loose al-
liance of 14 disparate political parties
across the ideological spectrum, includ-

» Custom Picture Framing
» Needlework
» Shadow Boxes

...also Posters,

Prints, & Post Cards

Monday-Fnday— 10:00-5:30
Saturday—10:00-4.00

ing the Communist Party. (Appoiniments made upan requesy
Whatever future lies ahead for Nica- 1208 Russell Bivd.
ragua John Soderberg will be active sup- - 7?1‘1233
in Hisloric Soulard

porter witha new understanding of how
most of the world lives

Charming home on a streel thal is quickly being
:mmmged,muﬁumuancehdl_s I -

AND ASSOCIATES, INC. ready for rehab. Call Eula.

1819 Lafayette $119.000
Three-story Victorian, mostly redone, waiting for
your personaltouch. Centralair, new kifchen, pocket
doors and more. Call-Mary.

NEW LISTINGS:

4244 West Pine $245,000
Fantastic 3-slory home with private roof top deck
beautiful patio with a gazebo, newer kilchen

E:a"r?‘ and a master suile you have to see!!!!! Call

HOMES FOR SALE

Priced From $165,000
The Courtyards at

PORTLAND
COURT

; : ; %532050 Laclede $222,500

New Brick Townhouses negal — two-slory townhome with two-car
tom kitchen toom. professio

2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths gl%y "ncr:mfmm 'muall'u,m&‘iy. =

CONDOMINIUMS FOR SALE:

4225 West Pine #8 $80,000
R: Henn}_ur:h— large 1-bedrggm home, woo-

ming fireplace, open, ai or plan, e
B:IFI’U{N&F;W and exercise rogn. Owng mnng:a?n%_

4466 West Pine
Desirable “D" Unit on the 12th. floor offenng an
oulstanding view from its large balcony. Call Eula.

4100 Laclede #203 $98,500

DISPLAY No. 9

OPEN

Saturday, Sunday — 11 to 5
Monday-Thursday — 3 lo 6

* SKYLIGHTS and POCKET DOORS
« TEN-FOOT CEILINGS

+ WOODBURNING FIREPLACE II]crms Lo:ts—ucl.wu 5 IJ'? lt;f%ou have been Iuﬁlk:ln
- or, over 1,600 square feet, 10° windows overlook-
EEEL‘ CDNTEMPOMRY FLOOR ing the pool and ?:nurlyaru’ Call Mary
= STUNNING KITCHEN SPECIAL FINANCING PACKAGE
‘\l:‘;NSI.!-rEYH BATH with DOUBLE - Bradford Court
- OVERSIZED TUB and SEPARATE Onty 4500 down Sogment wih & merest
SHOWER :cl‘::‘:iyounln m;n‘ an -hedr%_lw home tlulTlhe
- renting a riment.
FENCED REAR GARDEN E?‘Jluﬂgl ?ﬁ%&mﬁ ”:mmogn"ﬁ 'r“h rn"m
I_] D rages avaiable, great location © O
Sundays, 14 by apsalnmam:
Eula Beck 67-3410
3651 Hartford

 $86,000
New fumace, newe electric, inlaid hardwood floors
44bedrooms, newer kitchen, two-car garage. Call

i 776-6279
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1801 South SLh Streel
In Historic Soulard
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Blues
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Dixieland
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COMIACT DISCS
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(314) 2310800

The Ligher Side

Fashionable Marri

By J.R. Doug

Editor's Note: This is the first in a
series of articles on the “lll||:jlrl'F side.”

Without question, Soulard has be-
come well-known for its diverse — and
some might say, perverse — lifestyles
Because of this, a common lifestyle form
found in many neighborhoods — the
married woman — is often ignored and
thus, little understood in Soulard. In
this inaugural edition of "Observations
on Lifle in Soulard,” we look at some
common — and some not S0 common

“Where Did You Get
That Fernstand?!”

-

Antiques &
Fine Furnishings

NOW OPEN |

{1718 South 9th St. ]
[ St. Louis, Mo. 63104 |

(314) 241-FERN
3376

P. Burke, Proprietor

ilestyle charactenistics to
fachis 1

who cry in the
restaurants, the ed
woman in Soulard 1

There is a veritable population explo-

ing a bahy

sion — with many inlants and many
more pregnancies. (Thus dispelling the
popular myth that close proximity to
Bronson Hide results in sterility.) Cribs
have replaced futons. A “good place for
maternity clothes” is a common party
conversation. And the Soulard babysit-
ting Co-op has replaced the SRG Resi-
dential Promotion Committee as THE
fashionable meeting to attend.

Second, the fashionable Soulard
married woman does not play on the
neighborhood softball team. This cre-
atesthe unfortunate “Softball Mismatch”
— in which most of the male softball
players are married, and most of the
[emales are not married. Because the
[ashionable Soulard married male leaves
extra-marital affairs at the office, this
means that the softball players only play
softball, thus leaving romantic intertan-
glings to those on the sidelines (lest we
not forget July 4, 1988).

Third, while the fashionable Soulard
married woman loves to get together
with other women to talk and gossip,
her best friend is a gay male. Talking
with the girls is one thing, but if you
really want to “talk” — no friend is

ed Woman

a2

ried wom

And we're n
we're talking most ol th
dinner parties m >ou
usual for the fashionable marned woman
to be in the living room with her best
friend (a gay male) catching up on the
neighborhood gossip while her husband
puts the finishing touches on dinner
For the fashionable Soulard marned
woman, the husband that does not cook
is only a few steps away from Archie

Bunker.

Lastly, we will note without comment
a few other behavioral characteristics
The fashionable Soulard married woman
drives a small foreign car, has attended
the Mardi Gras Ball at least once and
SAID she had a good time, loves
Cumberworth's, knows the owner of
Mendoza's by first name, and goes skiing
at least once a year.

If our soon-to-be-loyal readers have
noticed any other peculiar behavior that
is characteristic of Soulard, please write
J.R. (c/o Soulard Renaissance, P.O.Box
13312, Soulard Station, St. Louis, Mis-
souri 63157).We'll be happy to discuss
them in our next column.

Call Us!

Large 2-lItem Pizza

ST023.

IT'S TIME FOR DOMINO'S PIZZA™

One large nr&nal crust pizza with 2 toppings - T miedium odginal erist pizzas with |

for only §9.99. B B iopping on both for only $10.95, Additonal
Additional woppings available B toppings available

o e B e i @ IR e avy NS e By e

B Lot g i ot b (1, o bt e 1 :.‘_'_‘_‘I‘__l_"l "t e - ok
W vy far sy duvy i o LSRG e bt peead A ‘ﬂ: .‘m'\»l.\lf-ﬁﬂi‘).‘ N e

621-2030

1613 5, Ninth

On The Double

51023

Offer Expires May 31, 1980

In Historic Soulard
2020 South 12th

231-4811

Tinsley s
20/20

Perfect vision in hair design

* ¥ This man does notwant youto |

buy his products. Anywhere.

ot o e hamrdreunes

SALON HAIRGARE PRODUCTS
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Look, Up in the Air . . .

By Hilda Willman

It's a bird. It's a plane

Don't be silly. The newest thing in the
skies over Soulard are the metal historic
district banners swinging from light
poles all over the neighborhood.

(Actually, the banners were removed
recently to repair a structural defect and
soon should reappearalong the Soulard
skyline.)

The bannersarea gift to the neighbor-
hood from the Soulard Restoration
Group (SRG), the neighborhood asso-
ciation of historic Soulard.

“We wanted to create a distinct image
for Soulard with the banners,” says Doug
Everly, SRG president. “We wanted to
let everyone know who drives past it or
through it that this is Soulard, and that
the people who live hereare proud ofit."

The colorful yellow-and-green shields
contain a photographic representation
of the cast iron stars found on Soulard
buildings. The star symbol has been
adopted as an unofficial emblem of the
neighborhood. The words “Historic
Soulard” are found above and below the
star.

The banners would not have been
possible without the generous donation
of time and talent from the design firm
of Hawthorne/Wolle, Inc., which gave

“When the designers
presented the final
composition, it just
clicked. Everyone

{{ i Doug Everly

its services to create the eye-catching
design. Hawthorne/Wollfe, located in
neighboring Lafayette Square, does
design work [or national clients such as
Southwestern Bell Corporation, An-
heuser-Busch Companies, Inc. and
Ralston Purina Company.

Hawthorne/Wolle's design team for
the banner project included designers
Douglas Wolle, Tim Wheeler, Bob Prow
and Buck Smith and independent pho-
tographer Mike Feher.

“We wanted to use existing Soulard
imagery,” says Douglas Wolle, presi-
dent of Hawthorne/Wolfe. “Something
people in the neighborhood could iden-
tify with.

“We aimed for something that re-

flected Soulard's historic heritage, but
took a loose interpretation with it. Sou-

lard isn't rooted in the past, and its signs

shouldn't be either,” Wolle says

The Soulard Restoration Group (SRG)
membership discovered how individual
taste can be when trying to agree on a
design and color scheme for the signs
But the star motilin mustard yellow and
kelly green eventually prevailed

“Hawthorne/Wolle worked very hard
to listen to our needs and desires and
incorporate them into one, simple de-
sign,” Everly says. “When the designers
presented the final composition, it just
clicked. Everyone agreed that this was
i."

More than 50 signs are to be hung on
light poles throughout the neighbor-
hood. The areas of emphasis will be
along the perimeter of the area and main
arteries— Gravois, Russell Avenue, 12th
Street, Broadway, Lafayette and Sidney
streets. Local businesses are purchasing
additional signs to place outside their
establishments.

The metal signs are attached to the
poleat the top and swing freely from the
bottom. They are built to last at least five
years,

This project was Hawthorne/Wolle's
first experience with street sign designs,
but not their first connection with Sou-
lard.

“When we moved to St. Louis [rom
New York nearly nine years ago, we
decided to locate our design firm in the
city,” Wolle says. “We looked at the
former Chihuahua Mexican Food Prod-
ucts building (at the corner of 9th and

i — now an apartment building)
and the Firehouse pmpcrtz on Allen
Avenue (now home to The Puckett

Group advertising agency).

“We liked Soulard but couldn’t make
it work, so we moved into a small store-
front in Lafayette Square,” Wolle says.

As a testimony to their beliefl in the
city, Wolfe and his partners recently
built the first commercial structure to be

~constructed in Lafayette Square in 30
years. The stunning red brick and teal
trimmed building is located on Chouteau
Avenue, just west of 18th Street. It re-
ceived an Urban Excellence Award from
the City of St. Louis last year.

And, as further testimony to Haw-
thorne/Wolle's ties Lo our community,
Wolle's partner, Craig Jones, recently
purchased and restored one of Soulard's
mansions.

VINCENT’S

12t Street Market

2400 South 12" Street
In Soulard Area

Full Service Grocer — Meat C_ounter
Fresh Produce and Sundries

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

772-4710

We Accept Food Stamps

Vincent
Your Friendly
Neighborhood
Grocer

Party Trays
Available

i

LT
i

Tim Wheeler and Douglas Wolfe with the metal historic banners

MIKDb

&
MIN
OlhGeyert

In Soulard
for Lunch or Dinner

Ribs, Pasta,
Steaks, Bu :Fers
Seafoo

Garden Dinning Available

421-1655
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One-of-a-Kind in St. Louis

Spice of Life In

“l want my productsto be as [reshand
as good as | can possibly get t 3

a Nolle, owner of the Spice

pin
Soulard Market, proudly said That's
how I like to eat and that's how [ like to
be treated,” she said
The Spice Shop is truly a one-ol-a-
kind business in St. Louis. With over
175 different spices, no other store of-
fers such a variety. Shoppers can choose
from an assortment of fresh coffees and
teas, freshly grated Parmesan cheese.

bread mixes 'in‘l(' |‘|!['.l'[ onion and

garlic jellies, dried beans, imported

pastas, dried sun tomatoes, olive oils,
cheeses and homemade sausages

The already impressive list of unique
and upscale merchandise keeps grow
ing. “I've been going to a lot of [ood
shows and bringing home interesting
items,” Nolle said. “Every time I gotoa
food show, 1 think, ‘Now, what shelf
could I put that on?" " she added.

Nolle likes to stress the freshness of

241-5369

177 Savory Spices

Imported Pasta
Exotic Teas
Gourmet Gift tems

75C

SOuLARD Srice SHOP
Located in Historic Soulard Market

Fresh Roasted Coffee

OFF

Purchase of One Pound of Coffee

Open Year 'Round
Tuesday-Friday
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday — 6:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

241-5369

Open Monday-Friday

Lunch & Dinner

Happy Hour Daily
Saturday, Dinner Only

(711-5777

2000 Sidney Street

Reservations Suggested
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on [reshness ;

VEry

sele n whert her stocl

The suppliers must be as excited about
[he collee
beans are roasted weekly and are really
fresh. Nolle’s

selling only the best

their merchandise as Nolle

suppliers also insists on

“l prefer 1o buy most of my goods
from smaller companies,” Nolle admits
“Yougetagood, affordable prruiuc‘. with
cute packaging. And most have been
owned [or generations,” she added

Nolle can relate to keeping the busi-
ness in the family. The Spice Shop was
originally owned by her grandfather. He
was one of the original lessors in the
Soulard Market when it first opened
MNolle has worked for her father for 25
years.

But the family business does not stop
there. Nolle's husband, James, owns the
Meat Shop in the Market and her uncle
runs the restaurant on the corner.

The Spice Shop started by selling
homemade root beer, flowers, colfee,
spices and more ethnic oriented items.
Many Croations lived in the area and
The Spice Shop drew on the spices they
used.

The Spice Shop is a quaint little shop,
much larger now than the original shop.
Nolle has redecorated since she took

Soulard Market

Tony'sand A
much cheaper)

Linda thinks the most
thingabout her risthe pe
love to talk abot d
spices differe There
different spices, that it
know the use for every ¢
for Nolle, people ar

their Spice secrels wi

nere

“There are
from all over
all of their spi
even shipped spice to someone in Ger-
many,” she said. Nolle sells approxi-
mately 400-600 pounds of spice every
week.

:31';1;1“ who come

he world and stock up on

e needs,” nolle said. *['ve

The Spice Shop is open Tuesday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m
and Saturday from 6:00 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Like all of Soulard Market, the
shop is very busy on Saturdays. The best
time to really see and appreciate the
Spice Shop is during the week, but don't
let the Saturday crowd discourage
you,it's well worth the wait.

Histori Lafayette Square * 1909 Park Avenve o St. Louis, M
314/231-7307 O

American Express, MasterCord and VISA Accepted
WIRE SERVICE

DELIVERY SERVICE



The

ROVING REPORTER
Why do you like living in Soulard?

Lori Sommer
Apprentice Machinist

This neighborhood is nice and
quaint. Unlike many suburbs,
Soulard offers a nice quiet

place to relax. 1 especially love
working in my city garden. i

Kevin Ritrovato

& Cedrick Williams
Neighborhood kids

We like riding our bikes and
playing in Pontiac Park,

_Vicki Renisch
Probation Officer |

1 love all the neat, congenial
people in the neighborhood. 1
also like the fact that there is al-
ways something new going on,
like the graphic arts firm rehab-
bing a warehouse up the street.

Stephanie Ulrich

& Tim Gancy
New Residents

We like living so close to work
and downtown (also being less
than a mile from my mother?).

Audit Accountant

I love the historic architecture.
I hope we can preserve the
beauty and the architectural
integrity of the area for future
generations to appreciate.

Cindy Howe |

‘Free ‘Estimates

Blkl PYE
PLUBBING €O, foie.

Specializing in:

Renovation and Restoration
Sewer and ‘Water Repairs |

776-1800

1819 Lynch
St. Louis, Mo.

. in Historic Soulard |

SOULARD

SOAP
LAUNDROMAT

DRY CLEANING
¢ DROP-OFF LAUNDRY

8-HOUR WORKDAY TURNAROUND
FOR LAUNDRY

ATTENDANT ON DUTY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

NINTH and SOULARD

231-1137

Monday-Friday — 7:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday — 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
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Reprinted from the Soulard Restorationist,
December 1986/January 1987

Soulard’s President: General

By John Soderberg

No resident has had a greater
impact outside of our neighbor-
hood than President Ulysses S.
Grant. It is one of Soulard’s best
kept secrets that the Grant fam-
ily did indeed live here in our
neighborhood from March 1859
to April 1860.

The chain of events that
brought the Grants here can best
be described as a chronicle of
the twists and turns of fate that
families endure during their life-
times. This chronicle also offers
some insights into the person-
alities of our 18th President and
his-wife, Julia.

Bornon April 27,1822 in Point
Pleasant, Ohio, young Hiram

rural American of the early
1800s. His time was divided
between going to school and
doing chores around his father's
tannery business and farm. It
was here he learned patience,
patriotism and good work hab-
its. While he did not complain
about doing chores, he later
admitted that he disliked work-
ing in his fathers tannery. It
seems he was particularly
squeamish about the sight of
animal blood: a characteristic
thatseemsironicsince he would,
in later life, lead great armies
intosavage bloody battles at great
cost of lives.

In 1839, at his father’s insis-
tence, Ulysses was off to the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point
to begin what was to become a
somewhat erratic, butultimately
successful, military career. Ca-
det Grant excelled at math and
horsemanship, but was other-
wise not a particularly good
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student. He accumulated many
demerits for tardiness and sloppy
dress. Later Grant was to recall
that “a military life had no
charms [or me, and I had not the
faintest idea of staying in the
Army even if 1 should be gradu-

Army Barracks with its comple-
ment of dashing young officers.
Thedancesand parties held there
were well attended by promi-
nent St. Louisans, including the
members of the Dent family. Julia
Dent, daughter of Colonel

ated, which T did not expect.”
But graduate he did, 21st of 39
cadets in the class of 1843 . He
was commissioned Second Lieu-
tenantand assigned to the Fourth
Infantry at Jefferson Barracks,
Missouri.

Love found in St. Louis

The St. Louis social scene in
the 1840s centered in the homes
of wealthy St. Louisans, as well
as at the 1,700-acre Jefferson

Frederick Dent — a slave —
holding planter and merchant
— met Lieutenant Grant through
her brother Fred, a classmate of
Grant'’s at West Point.

Julia, from her earliest years,
had the advantages of growing
up in St. Louis’ wealthy social
circles. She spent her childhood
in a white frame house called
“White Haven,” in a more rural
part of the region. She spent a
great deal of time at the O'Fallon

house, however, where she
caughtglimpses ola larger world.

(White Haven was recently
purchased by St. Louis County
and will be restored and opened
to the public. It is St. Louis’ only
national historic landmark. The
need to preserve the house was
brought to public notice by Save
Grant’s White Haven, a commu-
nity group.)

Lieutenant Grant began to call
on Julia at White Haven. Al-
though Grant was generally quiet
and reserved and did not dance,
he nevertheless was a handsome
figure in uniform. And since he
had done some traveling, he
seemed worldly in experienceto
Julia.

Soon alter their engagement,

Lieutenant Grant was called on

to serve In the Mexican War
They saw one another only once
in fouryears. They corresponded
regularly however and grew
closer. Grant was the more pro-
lific letter-writer and had to
remind Julia to write more of-
ten,

The wedding, a well-attended
social event, took place in Au-

- gust, 1848at the Dents’ city home

at4th and Cerre. Grant’s parents
did not attend the wedding be-
cause the Dent family into which
their son was marrying were
slaveholders. However, they did
accept Julia when Ulysses
brought her home to meet them.

For the next six years, Julia
traveled with her husband as he
was transferred to various mili-
tary posts in New York and
Detroit. But when he was as-
signed to Oregon and California
she was unable to accompany
him and stayed in St. Louis with
her parents. As the Grants were
an extremely devoted couple,
this separation was unbearable



Ulysses S. Grant

for both. On April 11, 1854,
Captain Grant resigned his
commission and left the Army, a
disappointed man. He returned
to his wife and family at White
Haven where he had to endure
the “cool stares” of his father-in-
law, Colonel Dent.

The next four years were spent
farming at “Hardscrabble” — 60
acres given to them by Julia’s fa-
ther. (This is now the site of
Grant’s Farm, part of the Busch
family estate.) Here Captain
Grant built a two-story, plainly
furnished but comfortable cabin
for his family With a team of
horses and much hard work he
cultivated the land. To earn
additional money he would fre-
quently haul wood into St. Louis
to sell. But after four years of

r.and plain Ly-

ing they had met with only
moderate success. Once again
he was disappointed.

Move to Soulard

Convinced that he could not
support his family properly by
farming, Grant went into St.
Louis in the winter of 1858 and
formed a partnership with Harry
Boggs, a cousin of Julias who
was in the real estate business.
In the spring of 1859 Mrs. Grant
and the children joined him in
the city where they rented a
house in Soulard at 7th and
Lynch Streets for $25 per month.
Although 7th and Lynch was far
from the downtown fashionable
area that Julia had once known
so well, she enjoyed her new
surroundings. According to
Julia’s memoirs, “Within a week
or two, we were comfortably
settled in our very simple little
home. My boys were attending
the district school.”

Grant struggled with the de-

mands of his new job, but he
simply could not adapt himsell
to the cold business methods of
the real estate trade. What was
later said of McKinley could also
have been said of Grant “He
could guide the destiny of the
nation, but could not profitably
sell a corner lot.” He was simply
oo quiet and unassuming o

the union was unquestioned.”
The result of the vote was dis-
maying to Julia, knowing the
basis ol his deleal.

As a last resort, the Grants
sold the Hardscrabble Farm and
bought a house in Soulard at 9th
and Barton Streets, just a few
blocks from their rented place.
Julia mentions in her memoirs,

T=. . CAPT GRANT'S RESWENCE - '

St S s ey b P o PPand Lyack Sts—|

make a successful salesman.

In August 1859, when a St
Louis County Engineer position
becameavailable, Grantapplied.
The two Democratic Commis-
sioners voted for him, but the
free soldiers were against him
and, “much as he admired Julia,
Dr. Taussig cast thedeciding vote
against Grant.” The doctor’s
comments on his decision were
frank: “The Dents, at least the
old gentleman, were known to
be pro-slavery Democrats, and
to use the harsh language of the
period, outspoken rebels. Grant
lived with them, and though
nothing was known of his politi-
cal views, the shadow of their
disloyalty necessarily fell on him.
We felt bound, foreseeing events
to come, to surround ourselves
with officers whose loyalty to

“Thenew place had asteepslant-
ing roof and a shade tree and it
seemed more like 2 home o me
and the children.” (Neither of
the Grants' Soulard houses now
stand.)

More bad luck

Ulysses at this time landed a
job at the St. Louis Custom
House, but with his usual bad

luck lost it within two months’ .
time when the collector who

appointed him died and the new
collector replaced him. Julia
recalls in her memoirs how she
and her husband sat up late the
evening he lost his job and reaf-
firmed their devotion to one
another and discussed their fu-

“ture. It was decided that Ulysses

should immediately go to see his
father, who incidentally by this

time regarded his son as a [ail-
ure, and ask for a job in his
tannery business

“That evening Captain Grant
sat reading in our little drawing
room while our children were
happily playing in the garden
under a pink cloud of peach and
apple blossoms, all unconscious
of the anxiety that filled the
hearts of their parents. Suddenly
it occurred to me that the Cap-
tain ought to go to Kentucky to
see his father, and 1 called to him
from my room, telling him so.
He replied: *1 do not see that 1
can very well. It will cost some-
thing and we have nothing to
spare,’ 1 urged him, telling him
his father had always been not

only willing but anxious o serve
him (in his own way 10 be sure)
him to have a trip home, and 1
felt sure it would be best for him
to go. After a little hesitation at
leaving me with the childrenand
servants, he decided to start the
next day.” Grant made the trip,
and the tannery job was his. He
was to take his family to the
town of Galena, in the north-
western corner of llinois, to
begin work in his fathers store
there.

Thusin April 1860, the Grants
said goodbye to their friends and
neighborsin Soulard, locked the
doortotheirBarton Street home,
and began a momentous nine-
year journey that would take
them through the Civil War and
end on Inauguration Day, March
4, 1869, when they would enter
the White House as the United
States President and First Lady.
From Barton Street in Soulard to
Pennsylvania Avenue in Wash-
ington, D.C.: a memorable jour-
ney indeed. -
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‘ Three Path

Itisa fact sometimes forgotten that all
the beautifully restored houses we see in
Soulard today were not always that way
Nearly all of them were neglected, at
best, or worse, uninhabitably dilapi-
dated. Inherent in each old house resto-
ration or renovation are the body, soul,
and money of dedicated and skilled
people; although every path to rehab-
dom is a unique story, the people and
their houses fall into three general cate-
gories.

The first, and most arduous, path
from house ruin to rehab is illustrated
by George, who did virtually all the
work himself. Do-it-yourself, living-in-
the-mess rehabbing was common in
Soulard 10-15 years ago, but urban
“pioneers” are rarer now, because it's a
tough lifestyle that féw care to repeat: “1
wasn't going to be satisfied until 1 did a
house myself. 1 did it, I'm glad I did it,
but I'm not going todo it again,” George
said.

Winter cold, summer heat, plaster
dust, lack of kitchen and bath facilities,
and general creature discomfort are only
part of the difficulty: “For three years,
every night I'd come home from work

Jay Gibbs — “Compromise Rehabber”

and work on the house. No TV, no social
life, just work on the house. I couldn't
quit because the house was too torn up
and there was not nowhere to get com-

-
Memorial Day Weekend

&

Smell of Honeysuckle Lures
- Bicyclists to Weekend Jaunt

Over the Memorial Day weekend, take a trip to Southern Illinois and

=

ride your bicycle on the Johnson Honeysuckle Jaunt, starting from
Vienna, lllinois. Spend that Saturday (May 26) pedaling your choice of a
15-, 30-, 50-, 70- or 100-mile course over scenic backroads lined with
honeysuckle. All rides start from City Square in Vienna as lollows: from
7:00-8:00 a.m. — 70-and 100-mile options; 8:00 a.m. — 50-and 30-mile
options; and 9:00 a.m. — 15-mile option.

The ride is presented by the Ozark Area Council
of American Youth Hostels (OAC/AYH), a non-profit
organization promoting opportunities for low-cost
educational travel, group recreation and commu-
nity service.

Registration is $3.00 for AYH members,
$5.00 for nonmembers and $1.00 for chil-
dren 14 and under. Registration includes
map, route markings, sag-wagon supporl
and free Dippin’ Dots ice cream.

George Grove — “Do-lt-Yourselfer”

fortable.

What would possess anyone to begin
such an undertaking? “You keep think-
ing about the finished house,” George
explained. “1t kept me going.” George's
ultimate reward is the satisfaction evoked
by the words, “I did it myself.”

It's the rare person indeed who has
the fortitude and skill to carry out a
rehab all on his or her own. More com-
mon is the rehabber who does much of

i eeddiodie

the work, but hires rafismen
iﬁé"é’d‘ﬁt’l‘ig:}ﬂ to ecific {ohs
Essentially such a rehabber acts simul

um'nu-\i‘\.' as general contractor, super-
vising the plumber, electrician, brick
mason, and so forth, while also doing all
the unskilled jobs like gutting, cleaning
up, painting, and finishing. This “com-
promise” path has been chose by a
number of Soulard rehabbers, including
Jay.

“I went this route because | had nei-
ther enough money to have the whole
house rehabbed by contractors all at
once nor the skillsand knowledge forall
the specialized trades, This way, | con-
trolled the rate of spending — at least in
theory —and also | have learned a lot of
skills by observing and questioning my
contractors,"

The money can come out of pocket
and/or from construction and home-

s of House Salvation '

equity loans, although some banks lend
ing policies have now begun to discour-
age partial rehab loans. "You get the best
of both worlds: lots of fast structural and
systems construction from a loan, and
then quality finishing done by your best
worker — yourself.”

This “compromise” rehabprocess can
and has saved many of the more L!I.];lpl-
dated buildings that both sanity-minded,
go-it-alone rehabbersand profit-minded
developers are loathe to tackle, Still it's
a less than wonderful life, and as Jay
says, “I'm nearly done, and thank good-
ness.”

Thr most common p.l[i'l “f renova-
tion in Soulard today 1s the professional
rehab. A real estate developer buys a
building shell, markets it using various
city incentive programs, works with a
home-buying client, and rehabs the
building according to the buyer’s speci-
fications and budget. The client pur-
chases the home upon completion and
moves into the finished space

This popular “turn-key” method of
old house rehab is typified by Lucy and
John, who purchased their completed
Eighth Street home after having con-
ferred with a developer on floorplan,
materials, and finishes. “We got exactly
the house we wanted, given the confines
of the building,” Lucy explained.

“We both work, and could never have
done this place ourselves,” John added.

Such custom rehab leads to very sat-
islied homeowners: “We're from Chi-
cagd, but we really enjoy living here
We're tickled 1o death
summed up

The majority of Soulard's buildings
have now been renovated. Whether ac-
complished by “do-it-yoursell,” by
“compromise,” or by “turn-key” paths,
the cumulative effect of each quality
rehab is additional attractiveness and
value for the whole neighborhood. Of
course, the end resulis are, for each
homeowner, rewards in themselves.

There are a few shells left to rehab in
Soulard, and some of those are currently
for sale. Some shells lend themselves to
the seat and imagination of amateur
rehabbers, other shells are best served
by ﬁmfcssioml developers. Regardless,
perhaps you may want to leave your
mark of improvement on the urban-
scape of Soulard.

with 1l Lucy

421-2131

<

(9 &g\gﬁ*\

" EDELE & MERTZ

1822 South Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104
Established 1912

John Edele
Ed (Cork) Woelm
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St. Louls’ Most Popular House Tours
~_Annual Soulard Fall House Tour
| _ September 22 and 23, 1990

~ Soulard Holiday Parlour Tour
~ December1and2,1990
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SRG Members Organize
Babysitting Co-op

Tired of staying at home on the week-
ends? Need to attend a business dinner?
Want to become more involved in an
SRG commitiee? These are the situ-
ations that face many Soulard families
Now there is a solution “The Soulard
Baby Sitting Co-op.”

Several members of the Soulard Res-
toration Group have spearheaded the
organization of a sitter service. Instead
of money changing hands. Co-op
members exchange coupons worth free
sitting time. The coupons (in 1/2 hour
and | hour denominations) can be used
with any Co-op member.

To use the service, a Co-op member
simply calls another member to sched-
ule a drop off and pick up time. Addi-
tional information such as feeding sched-
ule, nap time and emergency phone
numbers are left when the child arrives
at the sitters’ home. When the parents
return to pick up their child, coupons
are left to “pay” for the time. The sitter
can redeem these coupons for [ree time
with any Co-op member.

“With the proliferation of babies and
young children in Soulard, the baby sit-
ting co-op is becoming a valuable serv-
ice," says Kathy Duckworth, Co-op or-
ganizer, “The coupon system us con-
venient and flexible. | also feel more
comfortable leaving my son at a [riend's
home,” Duckworth added.

In addition to the baby sitter service,
monthly pot luck dinners are arranged
by Co-op members. “While the original
purpose of the dinners was to establish
guidelines forthe Co-op, they'veevolved
into an enjoyable social event. It's a
great way to gel to meet the other fami-
lies that are involved with the SRG,”
Cyndi Tompkins, co-founder said. *My
husband and 1 enjoy watching all the
children playing,” she added.

For more information about the baby
sitting Co-op, please call Kathy Duck-
worth (621-3811) or Cyndi Tompkins
(664-1955).

r_—_——————-_-——---------—-
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' 0 Yes, | want to join the SRG
Here's the information and my check Let me hear from you as soon as possible
[ F
|
l Name(s) === = ———
! Type of membership O Individual (5157 O Family (525) Two voting members
i
l O Senior Cinizen (51)
I Name ol sponsoring SRG member: _ e
: Address o - e b
l City SEer - ap_ e SEESCEL S S
l Mail to:  SOULARD RESTORATION GROUP
0. Box 2, Soulard Station
l P.O. Box 13312 lard
i St. Louis, MO 632157

Make checks payable to the Soulard Restoration Group. Remember, dues are tax deductible

Help Save an Endangered Species ...
INSURED Licensep

Peter Maksimovich

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Complete interior/exterior restoration services

Kitchen Remodelmg Bathmom Remodeling

Cornices Porches
Tuckpointing Painting
Dry Wall

71 7960

~

Bé&b
Redevelopment

One- and two-bedroom garden
townhouses and alley houses

Rents to

$300-*750/month

2306 South 13th Street ® St. Louis, Missouri ® 63104

(314) 776-1811 /

CO.

Opening Doors In Your Area

Mercantile Bank has mortgage loans available for qualified home
buyers in St. Louis City and County and St. Charles County.

Our new Community

Partnership Program

features:

® No-point, 5% down, 15- and
30-year fixed rate mortgages.

® Closing Cost Grants fora
limited number of qualified
buyers.

e More flexible qualification
standards.

——afhs -

Call 425-2378

or stop by your
Mercantile Bank.

Example: $36,750 purchase pnce. §35 000 loan amount
[95% of stated purchase price). 10.625% Annoal Par-
mmmmmwum«
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ment Agency.
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Member FDIC
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The building at 2317 South 12th Street
languished for years as a boarded-up shell
— even though most of the surrounding
Victorian townhouses were renovated by
their owners as single-family homes. In
autumn of 1989, though, this 100-year-old
house was gut-rehabbed by BSB Develop-
ment, and was thus reborn as two large, lux-
ury apartments,

During the renovation, severe structural
damage had to first be corrected — scaffold-
ing enveloped the building months! The
entire cornice was gone and had to be repli-
cated; fortunately, it could be copied from
the adjacent townhouse twin at 2319 South
12th. New, historical-styled iron fencing
and an attractive multi-hued paint scheme
complete the visual transformation of 2317
South 12th from eyesore to asset.

2317 South 12th Street

As always, BSB's work is exemplary of
the quality re-construction needed to save
vacant shells in Soulard.

Keep up the great work, Ann!

BEFORE: An eyesore

AFTER: An asset

\ y
rf A = )
The SRG Needs
- YOU!
| The Soulard Restoration Group is com-
prised of people just like you, individu- In Historic Soulard
als with an appreciation of St. Louis’ 773-5565
oldest neighborhood. 2028 South Ninth
|| Membership in tl_le SRG is a great way NEW MEN‘U!!
to meet your neighbors and have fun e Cardas?
doing so. Activities include; SRG Night e Garden’s Open
at Busch Stadium, the Annual 4th of \ will
July Softball Game against Lafayette Iy GO ﬁii‘;’;,‘,‘,‘g‘;‘,‘:;ety ot}e
Square, our August Family Picnic, House 11 = ‘II [ nightly specials including:
Tour Parties, and much more. an e Pasta Items
e Fresh Fish
Please join us the first Wednesday of e Filet Mignon
each month at Trinity Lutheran School, Come Try Our
8th Street and Soulard at 7:30 p.m. to Chef's Succulent Soups
meet your neighbors and learn more and Fresh Vegetables.
about the benefits of membership. Open Monday-Saturday
- [ | 11:00 a.m.-1:30 a.m.
Please Join Us! i 2 A
e N
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_HI,\'I\“:\ Butlding Standands Committee

New Star

SIaAT

to meintsin and repair their homes i
thewr existing conditions.

In 2 practical sense, this means that
residents can, for example, repair and
repiace their rolled roofing, repair and
replace damsged awnings, and repair
and replace damaged portions of exist-
ing fences. Since many residents were
concerned that a revised code could
force higher costs for routine repairand
meintenance, by making this decision
the Commitiee has eliminated the ma-
jor issue that could have led to opposi-
tion 1 revising the Soulard Historic
Building Standards. In fact, by making
this decision. the proposal to revise the
Historic Building Standards will greatly
assist lower income residents and sen-
ior citizens wihefi dealing with City Hall

Wagk1o revise the Soulard Historic

7iding Standards was initiated by the
/SRG because of the many complaints
desrd from residents about the current
standards. Primary among the com-

MAY 9

MAY 11 AND 12

Missouri Lottery Wheel.
MAY 12

1:30 p.m.
MAY 13

MAY 26

JUNE 3
Flea Market

JUNE 13
Garage Sale

JUNE 16

JUNE 24
Flea Market

1dard Permi

Activities at
Soulard Market

Garage Sale 7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Agriculture Days at Soulard — Kick off for Missouri ||
and Illinois Farmers Home Grown Products.
Demonstration and sampling of products, plus

Instant photo with Ninja Turtle
Disc Jockey Rod King from KATZ Radio, 12:30 p.m.-

Volksmarch and Flea Market — 6.2 Mile Walk To l
Raise money for the Police Memorial to be built in
Washington D.C. for all policemen killed in action.

Dahlia Association To sell their hi-bred potted plants.

Father’s Day at Soulard Marker. b
Bob Broeg will appear and autograph his books
Missouri Conservation — Fishing Information

LS

1€ existing s lards

AN

won
lear to
at is acceptable and
wm, Heritage and
imission rulings ol-
and inconsistent
¢ also heard about how

takes 1o get permits
rder to obtain widespread input

Building Standards revi

oad cross section of resi

sin S d, Alderman Young and
Aboussie appointed a committee to
review the proposal. Although thiscom-
mittee has not completed its work,
indications are that their proposal for
revisions will not be more restrictive

Home Repairs

than the current standards (just monre
specilic and complete), that the stan
dards will only apply to exterior changes
to buildings and the exterior ol new
construction, and that the standards
will not requireanyone to make changes
to their home. The new standards will
only apply when changes are planned to
the exterior ol a building

Residents of all types in Soulard have
experienced trouble with the existing
Historic Building Standards, Now that
the Historic Building Standards Com
mittee has resolved the tough issue ol
maintenance and repair, residents will
have little to fear, and much to gain,
from the proposal for a revised Historic
Building Standards.

Cecelia Andres, Rod Wright and Fred Andres work on the Historic Building Standards

Do You Know
You Can Help

Keep the
Earth Clean?

RECYCLE!

Doorstep Pick-Up Service
Available for

Glass,
Newspapers,
Aluminum,
Plastic Beverage
Containers

FREE — CONVENIENT
Call Judy at

771-7960

Help Make Soulard
an Example of
Responsible Living

-

Y

o)
o

oO'MCC%
IRish Pab %

OPEN SUNDAYS
7 Nights a Week
Lunch and Dinner 7 Days a Week

o

121H AND RUSSELL 776-8309
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(The Great\ Cards vs Giants
‘“lGrizzchm
Bear 0‘

of Soulard

1027 Geyer at Menard
231-0444

SERVING LUNCH
Tuesday-Friday
11a.m.-1:30 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC
BILLY PEEK
and

SOULARD
BLUES
BAND

kmremaﬂ”g Weekends_/ that says “We're Number One.”

Yes, it 15 time again for the annual

Take me out to the ball game . . . buy
me some peanuts and cracker jacks . ..
and a beer, and some pretzels, and
nachoswithout those green things, and,

IS HOME OWNERSHIP
IN YOUR FUTURE?

Then come to Soulard-For-Sale

A Coordinated Open House of
For-Sale Homes In Soulard

Noon to 5 p.m., Sunday, May 20

Pick up a Map of Participating Homes
At 12th Street, between Ann and Shenandoah |
(One block south of Russell)

Local leaders will be available to answer your questions on
the neighborhood, schools, shopping, etc.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS
NOT A HOUSE TOUR!
| THESE HOMES ARE

FOR SALE!
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SRG Night a

and one of those giant styrofoam hands

» ‘QE
R

Nancy Adams, Judy Ivery, Lydia Homrighausen, Jay Glbbi.]taﬂn-;;rvtbtl'. Bob Weber and George Gm;z are ready to party with
the 5t. Louis Cardinals on Wednesday, May 26, at Busch Stadium at SRG Night at the Ball Park

Soulard Restoration Group (SRG) Night
at the ol ball park. A block of tickets
have been reserved for Wednesday, May
23, beginning at 7:35 p.m., when the
Cardinalsplay the San Francisco Giants.

Won't you join us? 1l you're not a
member of the SRG, this is your appor-

;i-és; I want to joiﬁ

t Busch

W

Stadium

tunity to meet some of vour neighbors.
1f you are a member, you already know
it will be a fun evening

Tickets cost $5.50 each (regularprice
is $8.50) and can be purchased by call-
ing the SRG at 771-5563 or by mailing
the coupon below.

e

| - - \
| SRG folks on Wednesday, "
| May 23 at 7:35 p.m. )y 1
| St. Louis Cardinals vs. the (S { |
: San Francisco Giants. .l :
I Name T I
: Street Address :
| City. State Zip |
I Phone I
Il Number of tickets %$5.50 each = (Amount Enclosed) |
| Please make your check or money order payable to The Soulard Restoration Group. }
Mail to:
[ . :‘.‘E Box 13312, Soulard Station |
B s SRONGMOSNN s S e A L |
fe )
Clementines
2001 Menard at Allen
664-7869
. o







