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SOULARD FOR SALE

“Soulard for Sale” ... is it? If you
drove the neighborhood at peak
house sale seasons you could be
mistaken for thinking so! At this
moment, there are around 30 or so
“For Sale” signs out there in this
village type community of some
1,000 properties. Then again,
spring is THE peak season for house
sales
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Maybe it's the nesting instinct—
certainly a lot of people get married
around this time of year! Call it
whatever you will, but each spring
people head out In droves to look for
a new home. And In the process,
they put their existing home on the
market. Thus, the springing up of
the For Sale signs occurs at about
the same time as the more natural
products of nature spring forth from
the earth!

Some people put the For Sale sign
out tentatively. You know what I
mean ... "We'll see what happens. If
we get some action maybe we'll
think about it.” They've lived in their
present home a while, and maybe
it's time for a change. Motivation:
whimsical. (Note: This person is not
exactly a real estate agent’s dreaml)
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income folk. "We need a bigger tax
brealk.” Or the "We're bursting at the
seams, we've simply GOT to have
more space!” Conversely, there's the
empty nest syndrome ... “Why do we
need all this space?” These folks are
getting serious

1If you want totally serious people
however, how about the folks who
have sprung into a new job—the
relocators? They have no choice but
to put up that For Sale sign. Then,
there are those who were casually

checking out "Open Houses™ and
found themselves walking Into the
house of their dreams ... these are
motivated people!

The weekend of May 10 (and this
edition of Renaissance) focuses
upon Soulard For Sale. But more to
the point ... is Soulard selling? And
if people are planting For Sale signs
in thelr own front yards, why would

they look at a For Sale sign planted
in a Soulard yard? ‘\'L"g want some

PICTURED HOME NOT FOR SALE

again, not a synthetic subdivision

“It's nice to see people about™
These are the kinds of comments 1
hear househunters making as they
check this area out. And let's an-
swer the question. Yes, Soulard is
selling. Last year was a near record
year, as reported in the last issue of
Renaissance. Over 30 properties
sold with a value In excess of $2.5
million at a time when the rest of the
city—and county! —was feeling the
slump In real estate

This year is looking even better.
Already, approximately 15 proper
ties have closed or come under con-
tract since January 1. There has
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MAY 10 |
Noon-5pm
Pick up
map at
9th Street
Abbey

1827 S.9th S
For

also been an increased amount of
activity at the $100,000-plus end of
the market.

SO WHY IS SOULARD SELLING?

There are whimsical reasons
such as I've already stated ... people
want something different, some-
thing historic, they want to try city
living in a well-defined neighbor-
hood, they like the “village™ feel
brick sidewalks, pretty fenced

(continued on p.4)




NOTES

FROM THE
BRICK HOUSE

by
Richard R. Eaton
President, SRG

EDITORIALLY SPEAKING—
DO YOU HAVE ESPRIT?

Esprit is an old
French word, as Is
the name Carlis—
old French for
Charles. So when
someone recently
handed me a mes-
sage which asked
If I had esprit, 1
was challenged. In

has this speclal

spirit. Take the test.

See If you too have

esprit de quartler

Soulard?

v Esprit Is finding
Joy In a challenge
and a pleasure in
the work.

+ Esprit is belng

It's thumbs-up for the elected officials that represent
Soulard. The preservation of our historic neighborhood
was enhanced recently through the unified efforts of
our local and state representatives with the long and
successful fight to prevent the St. Mary’'s Honor Center
from moving into the Malcolm Bliss Hospital complex.

Perhaps no issue has been as potentially devastating
to Historic Soulard and surround neighborhoods than
the State of Missouri's plan to relocate a facility for five
hundred felons in the middle of our neighborhoods.

The seriousness of this issue was witnessed by the
Joint strategy meetings, letter writing, the protests, and
rallles by the residents of Lafayette Square, LaSalle
Park, Clinton Peabody, and Soulard. Behind the scene
laying the groundwork, helping us focus, and negoti-
ating on our behalf were our elected officials.

It was good news to learn that the new State facility
would be built in a neighborhood one quarter mile away
from any residents. We can celebrate the good news
and feel relief.

The Soulard Restoration Group acknowledges and
will remember the dedication to the preservation of our

French, esprit Is a
speclal kind of
spirit. It Is more
than the mind or
soul—a sort of
keen wit, a mys-
tery, the mystique
which envisions
images of rich Eu-
ropean culture and the social
ritual for the elite French, once
the envy of the Western world. It
is a term for “vivaclous spirit
that exists in members of a
group that inspires enthusiasm,
a devotion to a strong sense of
honor to the group.”

I pondered, and yet marveled
at how our community has been
blessed with this esprit de quart-
ter that is, spirit of the neighbor-
hood. 1 thought back to how
Gabriel Cerre passed this esprit
to Julia Soulard and on it went
... Now In this lssue, we are
priviliged to have Jay Glbhs as

eager to be a part

of something big-

ger than yourself.
= / Espritis striving to
= the top of the hill

{? and quickly going
= to the next.

Z  Esprit Is seeking

alternatives and
finding opportunities at every
turn.

v Esprit begins with an open
door and extends an open
hand to others.

v Esprit is realizing the team is
greater than the individual
players.

+ Esprit Is being involved In
something big enough for ev-
eryone, yet small enough to
hear a single volce.

v Esprit Is soaring on the wings
of a dream, yet feeling secure
in knowing you arcamhomd

 on the firm '
tradition.

historic neighborhood with a well deserved and sincere
thank you to Alderman Phyllis Young, Alderman Marit
Clark, State Representative Ronnie White and State
Senator J.B. Banks.

We welcome our new members!

L

Soulard Restoration Group

Do you love living in Soulard?
Would you like to meet more of your neighbors?
. . » then membership in the

SOULARD RESTORATION GROUP
is for you!

The group consists of homeowners, renters and local businesses.
Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month in the school
hall at Trinity Lutheran Church, 8th & Soulard, at 7:30 p.m.
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guest editor and 1 feel he, too

The Soulard Renaissance

The Soulard Renaissance
has a circulation of 5000-
8000 and is published six
times a year by the Soulard
Restoration Group.

It is distributed to Soulard
residents, to Soulard and St.
Louis area businesses and to
our advertisers.

Call Carlis Dawson 664-
9738 for editorial information.
Call Jeanne Weber 771-8428
about advertising. Copy and
ad deadline for the Spring
issue is March 27, 1992.

Address correspondence
to:

The Soulard Renaissance
P.O. Box 13312

Soulard Station

St. Louis, MO 63157

Editor: Carlis Dawson
Guest Editor: Jay Gibbs
Assistant Editor: Kathy Coker
Production

Manager: Richard Hansen
Ad Manager: Jeanne Weber

Assistant Ad Manager: Lynn Scudieri

Writers:  Vickle Dean, Richard Eaton
Jay Gibbs, Judy Ivery
Jo Morris, Alan Richardson
Sue Varner, Marilyn Wiethop
Phyllis Young
Photographers: Carlis Dawson
Laura Dyer, Tom Fanara
Jay Gibbs, John Switzer
Proofreader: Nancy Adams
Production: H&M Desktop
Publishing, Inc.

Printing: Etling Printing Co.
Circulation: Chuck Coker

Richard Eaton, Mike Murphy




LIFE IN SOULARD

Diverse Neighbors Find Common Bond in SOULARD

What could Arielle, Judy and
Barb possibly have in common? No,
they are not related, but perhaps a
more unique fiber threads them into
a common bond in Soulard.

. /1

Arielle (right) 1s a happy carpet
cleaner in the diaper set. Judy
[aboue] Is the proud mother of four;
Tim in the wagon, left Nick, Steve,
David; and Barb (far right] is a most
lovable housewife.

The happy carpet cleaner is a
charmer. She has been called “the
number one baby of Soulard.” (by
not only her father Bob ... ) “Most
likely candidate to bring smilles to
the SRG board.” She attends virtu-
ally every function in Soulard and is
an avid neighborhood supporter

Judy and her husband Dave grew
up in Soulard, went to nelghbor
hood schools, and bought the house
she grew up In. What a story, roots
lor four generations in Soulard. Her
grandfather John Weber was the
local Iee and Coal man in days gone
by

Why live here? "It is a great place
for kids with local green space
nearby —the neighborhood has
beautiful character and we have a
sense of belonging. I have always
loved this house and it has so many
unique features ... Very roomy, I feel
safe and comfortable here. 1 have
enjoyed the change in the neighbor-
hood from what it was to what it is
now. It has been fun to see It grow
and see people taking such intense
concern for the nelghborhood.”

10 YEARS...
&
GOING STRONG!

Thank You!

Tuesday-Friday
Lunch —
11:00 to 2:00

Dinner —
4:00 to Midnight

Judy, what would yo

yvou could? "I'm still lm

local church, with my family, but we
lack a neighborhood school. [ would
say a good nelghborhood school.”

Barb was born at home on 8th
Street across from Sts. Peter and
Paul's nearly a diamond jubilee ago
Buff and Barb are sterling examples
of the silver-haired set in Soulard
She is a bundle of warmth and kind-
ness who remembers well the days
of the kerosene lamps and water
closets near the back fence.

Buff has watched the neighbor-
hood change over the last fifty-three
years. I have seen him walking the
dog at eleven o'clock at night and
seven in the morning. His keen eyes
seem never to miss even a micro
event. He leaned in a bit, as he
expressed in his keen, observing
way, "1 appreciate the SRG and how
they (he is a member, too) have
recaptured Soulard.” Wryly he
asked if I knew what he paid for his
house, recalling at one time you
could not even give it away? But his
face broke Into a big smile when he

exclaimed its present value ... "We

stayed because of the young people
who have come in to stay in
Soulard.” x

Barb chimed in at this point ...
“The only thing we need is a neigh-
borhood school. The children ...
need to be taught good values right
here in Soulard.” "Let’s get some
more people involved,” sald Buff.
How could anyone disagree?

So, what do all of these good peo-
ple from Soulard have in common?
They are all life long residents who
want a return of the old fashioned
value of the neighborhood school ...
How about it, Soulard?

CUMBERWORTH’S

FINE
FLOWERS

HISTORIC LAFAYETTE SQUARE
1907 Pork Ave. 5t Louls, MO 43104
342317407 & VISA

Amaricon Expres
Mostercord

Bob

In Historic Soulard

2117 South 12th

Half Block South of Russell

772-5977

Development
CC

One- and twio- bedroom
garden, townhhouses and
alley houses
Rents
$325 - $750 /month
2306 South 13th Street * St. Louis, Missoun ® 63104

(314) TT6-1811
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SOULARD FOR SALE

fcontinued from page 1)

yards, convenience, nearness to
major malls, highways, freedom
from traffic. All these things are big
pluses. The hard facts are there,
too. There is a tremendous diversity
of property, from $30,000 fixer up-
pers, to $200,000-plus super
rehabs. From one bedroom flounder
houses to 7-8 bedroom manslons.
There’s also investment property
ranging from multi-family buildings
to a few remaining shells.

I guess I shouldn’t underrate the
historical aspect either. This is the
oldest continually inhabited area
west of the Mississippi. Long before
the automobile was ever dreamed
of, pioneer settlers were fleeing reli-
gious persecution in Europe and
stepping off riverboats along the wa-
terfront in St. Louis in their search
for freedom. Some continued west,
but many settled right here in the
rowhouses of what came to be
known as Soulard. They were the
men and women who, with their
lives, made this country.

It's quite something to be living in
history!

There are another couple of fac-
tors I'd like to thow in for your con-
sideration. Let's call the first one the
“New Decade Cycle.”

THE NEW DECADE CYCLE

At the beginning of both the 70s
and the 80s, there were major
thrusts in the redevelopment of
Soulard. Many local historians be-
lieve the 70s thrust was triggered by
The Assoclates, a privately funded
group of people who had a dream.
They believed that the fast decaying
area around Soulard Market could
be rehabbed and recovered to pro-
vide a “thoroughly attractive urban
neighborhood close by downtown
and the expressways, providing a
wide assortment of shops and res-
taurants and enhanced by the ar-
chitecture of Sts. Peter and Paul
and the bustle of the 18th century
farmers market.” (Statement by The
Assoclates 2/27/69). They went
ahead and purchased 300 build-
ings. From there, rehabbing began
in earnest.

At around the same time—early
70s—a Catholic charismatic group
took over two townhouses on 11th
Street. They redeveloped the build-
ing into a single unit and began
using it as a base for the growing
community, which spread out into
the neighborhood.

At the very least, groups like
these acted as a stimulus to rede-
velopment at the beginning of the
70s.

In the early 80s, government
funding for inner city development
provided a fresh impetus for further
development, and rehabbing took
ofl again in eamnest. It tailed off
around the mid-80s as funding was
cut back, but by then the neighbor-
hood was past the break-even polnt
It had come so far along the road to
recovery, it no longer needed federal
stimulus.

Now, at the beginning of the 90s,
house sales have taken off again.
There are also at least six complete
rehab projects underway. Could
Soulard be taking off for a third
successive decade?

THE SECOND FACTOR:
THE PENDULUM SWING

Finally, there's the second ran-
dom factor I'd like to throw in. Call
it “The Pendulum Swing” if you like.
Cities go through cycles. The USA is
a little young at experiencing this,
but if you look back at Europe you'll
see evidence aplenty. Take Rome,
for example. In the 1st century, it
was the capital of the world. By the
4th century, it was such a “stinking
sewer” that all the yupples moved
out to the new Chesterfield of Con-
stantinople, a nice new subdivision-
type city laid by Emperor Constan-
tine. Rome stank—sorry, sank—
into mediocrity for a while, then
grew back again. The cycle has con-
tinued through the centuries. So
with London, Paris, Berlin, even
smaller cities. Southampton on the

. south coast of England is another

typical example. In the 50/60s the
inner city fell apart as the docks
failed, people moved out from the
center. Finally, downtown was just
a slum. Then, In recent years a re-
wvival occurred based on the old
docks, and now the most expensive
residential real estate in the city is
right next to downtown. The same
thing has happened in London. You
could probably quote other cities
that are experiencing the same
swing of the pendulum. After a
while, people move so far out it be-
comes completely unrealistic.
Hours per day are simply spent
commuting. Property values in the
suburbs become unacceptable. City
values suddenly become attractive.

At first, just the pioneers make
the transition. Then, as in America’s
early days, the settlers follow and
stabilize the neighborhoods ...
Could we be experiencing the begin-
ning of the pendulum’s return
swing?

Whatever it may be, Soulard is for
sale ... and it has a lot to commend
itself to your attention. Check it out!
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SOULARD LIONS CLUB

DONATES S$500 TO CRIME PATROL

The Lions Club is a service orga-
nization open to men and women
twenty-one or older who are good-
hearted people, interested in help
ing less fortunate in thelr commu-
nity. Members (pictured left to right)

Conard "Possum™ Campbell, Ron
Moran, and President Clarence
Robinson inform us they meet at

7:30 on the second and fourth
Wednesday at Medich’s on Gravols
They buy about sixty palirs of glasses
and provide one hundred food bas-
kets for needy In the Soulard area.
Eighty-five percent of the money

taken in is returned Lo the comumu
nity to help needy people
The primary fundraiser Is cen

tered around an old-fashioned pop
corm machine, hard work by the
members to man the equipment and
sell the product in local supermar

kets ... Watch for them at the gro

cery ... Support them ... Join only if
you are qualified—that Is, care
about less fortunate —are willing to

work, and can afford the $40.00
membership dues. Good people,
worthy cause, energetic workers
Thank you, Soulard Lions.

borhood?

Gain a wealth of
experience and
help preserve our

historic and archi-
tectural heritage.
Join the National
Trust for Historic
Preservation and
support preservation
efforts in your com-
munity.
Write:
National Trust for

Historic Preservation
Department PA
1785 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

T

PRESERVATION
PLAN ON IT

Planning on restoring a house, saving a
landmark, reviving your neigh-
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TRAINERS—New Italian Restaurant

by
Judy Ivery
Our critics consisted of these Re-
naissance stafl members: Carlis
and Gerry Dawson, SRG Secretary
Susan Varner. Marilyn Wiethop, Jo
Morris, guest editor Jay Gibbs and
this writer
After assembling at Trainers, we
sampled a few appetizers and cock-
tails. The cheese garlic bread was
adequate, but not outstanding, but
the potato skins were hollowed out
to hold plenty of thick tasty tomato
sauce and the cheese sticks were
served with the same sauce.
The restaurant is at 10th and
Soulard Streets, in a former office
space that has been converted to a

.

cozy, not-too-dark bar on the first
floor with a few tables and a second
floor dining area. The third floor is
available as a meeting area. The
decor is pleasant, with the bar done
in dark wood with trendy lighting
and the dining area wallpapered in
a floral pattern, laid with burgundy
carpet

The service we recetved that eve-
ning was excellent. Jen Meyers was
our waitress who handled our needs
expertly while entertaining us with
stories. And, I must hand it to the
waitpersons—to have to climb
stairs that frequently in a shift must
be tiring, but no complaints were
heard when we needed something
that was downstairs.

Featuring
Italian Cuisine,
Lunch and Dinner

11:00 am - 1:00 am
Daily

Soulard’s Finest
Eating & Drinking
Establishment

Jay ordered one of the non-pasta
Cod Piccata, a good-sized
plece of cod topped with mozzarella
cheese and white wine-lemon-and-
butter sauce. The plate was attrac
tively lined with steamed broccoll
Jay seemed to really enjoy every
morsel. Next to Jay, Jo ordered the
Pasta con Broccoll. The pasta was
bathed in a rich cream sauce with
large mushrooms, plenty of fresh,
still-erisp broccoll and plenty of
chunks of tomato. Another good
cholce.

The Tuttomare Marilyn ordered
was served with cavetelll noodles
instead of the more common lin-
guine noodles she would have pre-
ferred, but it had a proper number
of good-sized shrimp In a tasty
sauce. Susan chose the Cavatelli on
spinach with cream sauce. The
spinach was perfectly steamed, with
a light cream sauce with just the
right amount of garlic.

One of the speclals that night was
Insalate Tunata, a tuna steak on a
salad of lettuce and spinach, and
Carlis chose it, with deliclous re-
sults. Gerry also tried a special, Beef
Modega. It was a good-sized, tender
filet served in a sweet wine sauce
and topped with crabmeat. Served
on the side was some delicious
steamed broecoll with a light butter

entrees,

_ A leature | lound appealing was
the “create-your-own pasta” men.

It features several types ol pasta
and sauces and you “create” the
combination you prefer. 1 chose the
cappellini with marinara sauce and
was pleased to taste fresh-—not
dried —pasta In a pleasing sauce
with plenty of spices. The amount of
pasta | was served needed more
sauce, but our waltress Jen reme-
died that easily. A glass of wine Is
Included with this selection.

After dinner, the chef visited us
to make sure everyone had enjoyed
their cholces; there were no com-
plaints. He then encouraged us {and
he really had to work on us) to try
the desserts. No one really had room
for dessert, but for the sake of the
paper we agreed to split an order of
Amaretto cheesecake. It was a win-
ner. A dense, rich cheesecake, not
overly sweet, with just the right
touch of amaretto and paper thin
slices of almond. Delicious!

Trainers gets Its name from one
of the owners, Rosanna
Gieselmann. wife of Cardinal
trainer Gene Gieselmann. The other
owners are Anne Selman and Wil-
liam Glanz, manager. As a fan of
Italian food, it’s great to have Train-
ers in the nelghborhood to give us
pasta-lovers [(although they have
plenty of non-pasta entrees) yet an-
other quality cholce. We all enjoyed

our meal that night, and hope you'll

A WORD FROM ALDERMAN PHYLLIS YOUNG

Spring is here and with it comes
the annual street improvements for
each of the city’s 28 wards. Here in
the 7th Ward, Russell Boulevard
between Jefferson and Nebraska is
slated for resurfacing along with
Clark between 7th and Tucker and
8th St. between Spruce and Market.

Additional funds are available for
the 50/ 50 sidewalk program. Under
this program, the homeowner and
the city share the cost of the instal-
lation of new sidewalks in front of
residential dwellings. If you are in-

’:’97 421-2131

EDELE & MERTZ
HARDWARE

1822 South Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104

Established 1912
John Edele  Ed (Cork) Woelm

.\

terested in participating in this pro-
gram, just give me a call.

If you signed up last year, you
haven't yet received a new sidewalk!
That's because the lowest bidder
never submitted all the documents
necessary to fulfill the terms of the
contract. Therefore, those side-
walks will be completed this spring,
in addition to the new applications.

There are also street trees avall-
able for those of you who are inter-
ested and haven't received ane. Our
city has lost manyof the grand old
trees I remember from my childhood
along our streets. Only by planting
now will be have street trees to
shade us when we want to take a
walk on the shady side of the street!
Let me know if you'd like to have a
tree in front of your home. For those
of you who have street trees, help us
out by trimming and watering them,
so that we will have large trees in
the future.

The annual allocation of dollars
for these services doesn't go far be-
cause of all the major streets [ have
in my ward. However, 1 do try to do
as much as possible to improve the
residential streets and sidewalks
within the ward. If you have re-
quests for either sidewalk or street
improvements, call me at 664-5159.
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2005 S. 11th St. before rehab.

The circa 1860s hipped-roof
flounderhouse at 2005 S. 11th St.
is part of a continuous row of multi-
family buildings. It was an arche-
typal small storefront building, with
first floor retail shop and second
floor living quarters for the
shopkeeper's family; the two units
had separate strect entrances. For
generations the building housed a
neighborhood bakery: behind the
storefront stood storage rooms, a
coal-fired masonry oven the size of
a modern garage, and a two-story
carriage house/stable complete
with hayloft. All this was jammed on
a 25 by 125 foot lot!

The whole complex was vacated

The carriage house and other out-bulldings, just before denmolition {n 1988.
The tree was growing from the defunct overn. ’
Page 6 — The Soulard Renaiggance — SOULARD FOR SALE

and abandoned in the early 1970s,
and it slowly deteriorated. By 1988
the rear out-buildings had partially
collapsed, so the City razed the car-
riage house/stable/hayloft, the
storage rooms, and the huge oven,
from the top of which had grown a
good-sized volunteer tree. Fortu-
nately, the City spared the front,
main structure, due to its location
in an unbroken set of rowhouses.
By the time BSB Development
purchased the building two years
ago, it was one of the most dilapi-
dated shells in Soulard. While the
brick walls were relatively intact,
almost all of the wooden compo-
nents were mortally damaged by

water and termites. In the before-
rehab photo note the listing dormer
window sinking into the sagging
roof: all the Interior floors were In
the same rotted condition. The shell
was condemned as unsafe.

BSB rehabbed this wreck in
1991, converting the former two
units into an innovative single-fam-
{ly home with 2 bedrooms and 112
baths. A frequent design problem
with rowhouses is “pulling” daylight
into the center rooms; here, that
difficulty was creatively addressed.
The former storefront entrance was
rebullt as a bank of large windows,
admitting copious light into the liv-
ing room. The street door at left
opens onto an outdoor light-
well/ mini-courtyard, which also al-
lows light and air into the adjacent
rooms.

The former bakery oven site is
now a grassy backyard, and at the
spot where horse-drawn dray wag-
ons once delivered flour and yeast,
now there are off-street parking
spaces. Times change, needs
change, but 2005 S. 11th St. sur-
vives to remind us of a different
past. Good job, BSB!

2001 Menard
at Allen

664-7869

Celebrating Our 14th Anniversary

Inc.

Design & Construction
1845 South Ninth Street
St. Louis, MO 63104

1314 621-4460




TALENT IN SOULARD

NOVEUST TO PLAN
THE PERFECT MURDER
IN SOULARD!

by M.J. "Jo" Morris

Soulard is the perfect place for a
murder. All these tall, stately
Victorians offer unlimited means for
death—an unfortunate trip down
steep, narrow stairs; a fall from a
ladder during one of those endless
malintenance jobs; a fire started,
presumably, from faulty wiring.
And of course there are all those
alleys filled with a mixed bag of
inner-city residents. But, perhaps, 1
have said too much. After all, we
never know who else might be read-
ing ...

Don't worry. I'm sure murder
isn't what attracts most new resi-
dents (as any County dweller will
agree). However, my criteria are
often different from a “normal”
person’s. [ just happened to be look-
Ing for an atmosphere, setting and
opportunity conducive to killing.
Soulard, as I've already demon-
strated, offers a wealth of all three.

One stroll through the nelghbor-

hood had me convinced that I had

found the perfect place for a mur
der. I haven't settled on all the de-
talls yet—the who and why and
how. But don't worry. I promise It
will be painless. That's the advan-
tage of fictlon.

You see, although I am currently
being published as a romance au-
thor, under another name of course,
it is my dream to commit murder in
print. My favorite mystery authors
have all staked out a territory as
their own —citles such as Boston,
Chicago, L.A., or subjects like horse
racing and medical thrillers. I
needed my own hook.

What could be better than an
historic neighborhood in the
shadow of nationally known land-
marks, complete with a diverse set
of rather odd —if you don't mind me
saying so —characters, ethnic influ-
ences, and inner city politics? I'm
only surprised someone else hasn't
thought of it first—Too late. I'm on
the record now. Soulard is mine!

M
M.J. Morris, aka Jo, who writes Har
lequin Temptation novels as “Jo Mor-
rison, " moved to Soulard about nine
months ago and ts currently renting
an apartment from Lori Willlams and
Kathy Miller, both of whom are re-
portedly still alive and well (although
they have been rather curious about
certain smells emitting from Jo's
apartment). Jo's other motlve for
moving to Soulard is that she thinks
it would be the perfect spot for a
bookstore, which she will open if she
ever manages to murder for money —

that is, sell her mystery

—_——

« Custom Picture Framing

» Need

lework

« Shadow Boxes

Soulard

Farmers’ Market

1601 South 7th Street

Since 1779

It's a bountiful harvest of fresh-picked produce, oven-fresh
baked goods, quality meats and fish, dairy products, plus a pet
shop and two restaurants, 100 plus merchants operating 250
stalls in historic Soulard Market.

The Soulard management and merchants thank you for your
patronage and support of Soulard Market.

oo ——
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AMERICAN YOUTH
FOUNDATION—
LEADERS LOOK

TO SOULARD

A P‘»‘iji': RICAN
YOUTH FOUNDATION

STREAM

by
Chuck Coker

When considering the threads

that are woven to make the fabric of
Soulard, many names of businesses
and people come to mind. Soulard
has long been the location of the
corporate offices of Anheuser-
Busch, but in 1987 another na-
tional organization moved into the
nelghborhood. People from across
our nation and most recently
throughout the world look to
Soulard as an area responsible for
nurturing the leadership qualities
of young people.

In 1924, a small cadre of men
molded an idea into the American
Youth Foundation. John L. Alexan-
der, Field Director for the Boy
Scouts; Willlam H. Danforth, phi-
lanthropist and founder of Ralston

Purina Company; Preston G. Orwig,
Field Secretary for the Boy Scouts;
Alfred “Dad™ Wailte, YMCA Boys
Work Secretary and campus minis-
ter, developed an organization
which wanted to develop adults who
would achieve their best, all the
time.” This motto has been the guid-
ing light in the growth of the AYF.
In 1985, the offices for the Amer-
ican Youth Foundation were located
in the extreme West County area of
St. Louis. When Bob MacArthur be-
came the president of the organiza-
tion in the 1985, he began to exam-
ine the future of AYF and, along with
the Board of Directors, established
some long range goals that would
take it into the 21st century. Their
goal was to restructure a program
that focused on summer experi-

Landmark office or storefront
across from Soulard Market
2515 Sq. Ft. on 2 levels
3 Restrooms
Off street parking
Huge window bay
14’ Ceilings
Tree lined street
Beautiful landscaped courtyard
Fully rehabbed

CaﬂS’Bl—?l!?

1701 S. 8th at Lafayette—In the heart of Soulard

ONLY $895.00 / month

Owner/Agent
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ences to develop the Individual into
a year round educational program
for leadership and the individual
development.

This new focus meant a need to
reach out into the community to
develop a wide varlety of partner-
ships. At the same time an increase
in rent for a limited amount of space
encouraged the organization to
search for a new location. In 1987,
the American Youth Foundation
merged with Project STREAM (St.
Louis Reglonal Experiential Adven-
ture Movement) and rented a part of
the building at 1315 Ann Avenue
from Tom Hulsey Roofing. At the
time the lower half of the building
was occupied by a lamp finishing
company. Bob MacArthur said that
avarlety of reasons brought the AYF
to Soulard. He thought that the
Soulard area provided quick access
to a number of highways for easy
transportation to all parts of the
metropolitan area. AYF was able to
rent six times the office and ware-
house space for the same cost as in
their old West County location, but
also, valued their location in
Soulard because of its renovation,
businesses, proximity to downtown,
and residential atmosphere.

In 1990, the building was pur-
chased in conjunction with another
building and parking lot. AYF cur-
rently occupies 1309-1315 Ann Ay-
enue; the offices of the American

ke

Youth Foundation are located on
the second floor, STREAM has its
offices on the first floor, and an
indoor challenge center is housed
on the properties. The indoor chal-
lenge center provides opportunities
for young adults to develop a posl-
tive self-image, but also has man-
agement development programs op-
crated by STREAM.

Nationally and internationally
the American Youth Foundation
sponsors summer camps for stu-
dents from ages 9-17, National
Leadership Conferences, "I Dare
You~ Leadership awards to over
7900 high school and 4-H students
to attend conferences, Youth Lead-
ership Compact, National Collegiate
Leadership Conference, and
STREAM. In addition to the Soulard
offices, AYF has offices located at
Camp Miniwanca in Shelby, Michi-
gan and Camp Merrowvista in Os-
sipee, New Hampshire.

Although few residents of
Soulard are aware of this national
corporation in our neighborhood, it
has gained a reputation locally, na-
tionally, and internationally that
brings young adults from as far as
Europe, Africa, and Asia to Soulard.
Soulard holds a key that frees indi-
viduals so that they will become
better leaders in our world. The
American Youth Foundation is con-
stantly saying, "I Dare You" to be the
best you can be.

- i ¥ 3 e w‘"_'

SOULARD SOAP
LAUNDROMAT

DRY CLEANING

DROP-OFF LAUNDRY
8-HOUR WORKDAY TURNAROUND

FOR LAUNDRY

ATTENDANT ON DUTY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Under
New Ownership

Roz & Jerry
Schwartz

Low Prices!

Quality Service!

NINTH & SOULARD
231-1137

Monday-Friday — 7:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday — 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.




BERIND (ahem) the
scenes at Mardi Gras. . .

The King was there. ..
The Queen was there.. . .
The Mavor was...
BUTT...

There was plenty of
clowning around.

L
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by Vickl Dean

What better place for an interior
decorator to live than in Soulard.
The possibilities of these wonderful
buildings just sets my imagination
running at full speed! My office is in
my home which is sometimes won-
derful and sometimes not! It gets a
little trying when I'm talking to a
client on the phone and the sound
of jackhammers being used on my
own rehab project drowns out our
conversation!

1 have been getting quite busy in
Soulard and it Is so execiting! Cur-
rent projects include exterior reno-
vations, Interior gut rehabs and
space planning and more tradi-
tional interior decorating projects.
This doesn’t leave much time for my
own project which is a gut rehab of
our own home. It may be the slowest
project ever! In addition to Soulard,
my business encompasses all areas
of St. Louis extending from Wash-
ington, Missouri to Illinols.

People are taking a eloser look at
their homes today and how they
impact their daily lives. We are en-
tertaining at home more frequently
and our homes are becoming, in
many ways, a place of refuge from
the daily stresses of our lives. Com-
bine staying at home with today’s
economy and people really are tak-
ing time to plan their decorating
investments. That is where my role
as a professional decorator comes
into play.

Many people have preconceived
notions regarding the services of a
professional decorator. One mis-
conception is that our services are
too expensive for the average person
and you have to have a huge budget

to be able to work with a profes-
sional. I work with clients on bud-
gets of $500 to much more and offer
a variety of options with regard to
my fee schedule. In most cases I do
ot charge an hourly rate and work
trictly on commissions. Any retail
urchases you make yourself will
volve paying commission to some-
¢. The advantage of paying those
e commissions to a decorator is
ng the objective, professional
ce to ensure your project turms
ctly as you dream. Since |
directly through manufac-
I often have a wider variety of
es to show you and am not
solely trying to sell you on what is
on my showroom floor.

Common misconception number
two is that a decorator puts together
your home in their style—not yours.
A good decorator will serve as a
sounding board, gulding you
through the preparation of a deco-
rating plan that results in rooms
that reflect your style and prefer-
ences. A decorating plan also allows
you to implement your final goal in
stages as finances allow. This is
crucial as most people cannot im-
plcmcnt all their decorating desires

. We all have a budget

‘to work within! TAKE NOTE: A | ‘good

decorator can work with clients at
any budget level and offers many
different fee schedules to encom-
pass all clients as I do.

I think one of the best things
about my profession is that I have
met and made many friends who
started out as cllents. 1 would love
to meet you and talk about your
plans. Feel free to give me a call and
let's get together over a cup of coffee.

!ﬁ[ower Fest

val thums

Henry Shaw's 102-year-old leg:
acy to Missourl will continue wi.l’J:

the 1992 Flower Festival at Ch:l,st 3
Church Cathedral, St. Louls, Qng
d 26. Shaw’s bequest,

yearly
Easter, withtbeuddlﬂondﬂleﬂat-
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day Street Fair in 1974 making it
veekend celebration.

The Festival was recently
ged to the last of April for more
ble weather. People from all

vides shelter and care for
women and their chil-
id the Hunger Fund, admin-
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On Saturday, March 28 the
ground was broken for the commu-
nity garden at 9th & Barton. Can-
dace Ulrich was exuberant about
this new project. Another neglected
vacant lot Is going to be a lovely and
useful garden spot.

Phyllis Young had a vision a few
years ago and found just the orga-
nization to see that through—Gate-
way In Gardening. A Community
Block Grant was secured to begin
the project. On Saturday the lum-
ber, soil and advice in the way of
Kitty Hoblitzelle, President of GTG.
Kitty advised the group on the how-
tos, leaf mulching, water main loca-

®
A N

DESIGNS

tions and city services.

The garden will consist of 12
beds: 4 community beds with corn,
strawberries, herbs and asparagus,
that will be donated to a local food
pantry and families in the area. The
other 8 beds belong to individuals.
The entire garden will be sur-
rounded by an attractive fencing
and lattice with fruit trees, annuals,
berry bushes, and that ever must—
a compost pile.

The Interior will have a patio and
grape arbor. Here Is another spot

_ where you can enjoy the “fruits of

the land,” It is hoped the lot will be
expanded next year.

VICKI PEANE, 1.C.D.

916 Russell Bivd.
St. Louis. MO 63104

(314) 773-3027

Professional Custom Decorating
for Residential and Commercial Clients —

Fine Quality Furniture; Window, Floor and

Free ‘Estimates

Blkl DYE
PLUBBIXG €O, IiC.

Specializing in:
Renovation and Restoration
Sewer and Water Repairs

/76-1800

St. Louis, Mo.
. . - in Historic Soulard

1819 Lynch




by
Marilyn Wiethop

You've finally made the decision.
You're leaving the tree-lined streets
of somewhere out there in West
County to move to the city. What
could have possessed you? Was it
that Sunday you came down for the
House Tour. Maybe it was Mardi
Gras, or perhaps it was Soulard for
Sale weekend. Whatever it was, you
are on your way, and you have a lot
to look forward to.

You will be pleased to find that
the city streets are also lined with
trees, and flowers flourish in gar-
dens as well as clay pots. Possibly
one of the first things you will notice
about living in the city is you are
closer than you think to just about
everything. If you work downtown,
of course your travel time will be
shortened; but the real joy comes to
those who fought the long wars of
Highway 40. Imagine what you can
do with all that time youll save
going east instead of west at 5:00,
and no more sun in your eyes. You
will find untold joy at looking into
the faces of those frustrated drivers

- .""'_._"T ATy BRI
e SOULARD BRIG

Area Commander Mary Jo

H

at a standstill. Just think—you can
be home while they are just
unding the curve at Brentwood.
On to some of the real treats of
£ In Soulard. You have access
the finest produce in the city and
the best price right here in
lard Market. Vincent's Market
12th Street is third-generation
ly owned and is known for their
hoice meats cut to order. Don't
ayers Bakery on Jefferson,
h pastries available on Fri-
d Saturday. You will also
have Globe Drug at your disposal to
buy all those things you can't go
with or without. What about the
MALL? Who needs it when you have
St. Louis Center and Union Station
just down the street. Everyone
knows that some of the city’s finest
pubs are also right here in Soulard.

You will also have the pleasure of
the surrouridmg neighborhoods
and their activities: concerts at
Tower Grove and Lafayette Park
house tours and fine—many fine
restaurants. You also have Chero-
kee Street and the many antique
shops.

Warren 771-7766

Needs YOU!

Saturday, May 9, 8:00 to 3:00 for the
REGION 2 AREA F (for fantastic Soulard)
Celebration of “ONE BIG SWEEP.”
BRIGHTSIDE has literally “taken tons of trash”
says one director.

Brighten the corner where YOU are —

VOLUNTEER

PARTICIPATE

Sonlard Manor

INNKEEPERS CARLIS & GERRY DAWSON

Bed & Breakfast

2346 S. 13th Street
St. Louis, MO 63104
314-664-9738

T

Having out-of-town company can
be a joy. Show them your city up
close. Tour the Brewery, walk to a
ballgame, it's not far. Do the
nightlife at Laclede’s Landing and
take a cab home, you won't have to

~ search for a parking place orneed a

designated driver. And what about
the VP Fair; you can take the bus

and walk down to the riverfront.
Soulard is the #1 selling historic
neighborhood in St. Louis with a
fine group of people committed to
city living. Go to a SRG meeting and

see what it takes to make a commu-

Will the good times ever end? No,
I don't think so! Buy Soulard and
find out.

INNOVATIVE PROGRAM HELPS
OLDER PEOPLE AT HOME

The Max Starkloff Clinic Building
at Lemp and Shenandoah is the site
of an Innovative day health facility
designed to support the efforts of
families caring for an elderly family
member at home.

The Lemp Daily Care Center is
one of three American Red Cross
sponsored facilities for physically
and/or mentally impaired older
adults who require daily supervi-
sion and assistance in meeting their
medical, nutritional, personal care,
safety, social and comfort needs.
Centers are open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
five days per week to accommodate
the work schedules of family car-
egivers, and transportation to and
from Centers is provided at the
family’s convenience.

Each Center is staffed by a Reg-
istered Nurse, Practical Nurse and
Nursing Assistants, as well as a So-
cial Worker and Curriculum Devel-
opment Specialist. The daily sched-
ule includes physical and mental
exercise, meals and snacks and
therapeutic, soclal and recreational
activities. Ongoing education and

support (both group and individual)
are provided for family caregivers.

Goals of the Daily Care program
are three-fold: 1) maintaining dig-
nity and independence of physi-
cally/mentally impaired older
adults by preventing nursing home
placement; 2) modifying behavior
challenges of elderly clients, making
it possible for family caregivers to
continue caring for them at home;
and 3) providing relief and support
to family caregivers.

The cost of Daily Care is less than
one-third the cost of nursing home
placement. Private pay fees are
based on ability to pay and average
$25.00 per day. In addition, the pro-
gram s Medicaid certified.

Last year, Daily Care saved 356
families from the impoverishment
that so often accompanies place-
ment of a family member in a nurs-
ing home, as well as saving the State
$28 million in Medicald payments
for long-term care.

Daily Care offers free trial days to
assess the suitability of the program
for potential clients. For more infor-
mation, call 454-3941.
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MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS

LORI & RATHY — Renters Be

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES IN ST. LOUIS
1. OPERATION TEAMWORK — 361-0015

Work with youth in the City of St. Louis in a variety
of recreational and leisure activities.

. ST. LOUIS PUBLIC LIBRARY — 539-0345

Mary Sudholt. Various activities, as needed.

. ST. LOUIS SCIENCE CENTER — 289-4412 or

289-4473. Grace Fernandez. Volunteers are needed
as explainers in the exhibit halls, gift shop clerks,
summer camp staff, and more.

. ST. LOUIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS — 771-1485

Jean Player. Various activities such as tutoring, ete.,
depending on the interests and skills of the individ-
ual volunteers.

. MISSOURI SPECIAL OLYMPICS — 895-3245

Help “special athletes” participate in a variety of
events.

Kathy and her daughter had been
living in an apartment in North
County and Lori in a Clayton apart-
ment when the two women decided
to throw their lot together and look
for a house to share. They knew they
would need plenty of room to com-
bine their two households. They
looked all over St. Louls, Including
North County, South County and
South City. Then a co-worker of
Lori's told them about a house avall-
able in Soulard.

“I could never live in a house with
a hot pink dining room,” was Lori's
first reaction to her home on S. 13th
Street. The first floor of the 1884
house had been faithfully restored
by its previous owner, but its au-
thentic Victorlan colors appeared
downright gaudy to Lori, whose
preference Is actually modern sim-
plicity.

The decor, of course, wasn't at its
best when Lorl and her would-be
housemate, Kathy, initially viewed
the home. Having been rented out
for the past few years, the restora-
tion work had been neglected and
was covered with a thick coat of
grime. "It looked like it needed so
much,” Kathy recalls, "it was so

e ﬂgg R 1 DR~ e
While a Victorian restoration

wasn't what either had in mind, the
size, location, a big (by Soulard
standards) yard and price con-
vinced Lori and Kathy to look be-
yond the color of the walls and lay-
ers of dirt and visualize what they
could do with three stories of
space—four counting the base-
ment. Though they had only in-
tended to rent, they decided the op-
portunity to buy was too good to
turn down.

Buying instead of renting was
only the first surprise their new
home had in store for them. The
second was discovering that they
were actually buying two houses
instead of one. In addition to the
home which they had toured, they

come Landpersons xiom

were also getting the adjoining
townhome which had been split into

two apartments. In addition to be-
coming homeowners, they were also
becoming landlords

This meant all the other revela

tions which eventually greet new
homeowners —“plumbing, wiring,
paintng, drywalling, gardening and
sanding, sanding., sanding® as
Kathy lists them—were doubled.
They also had to worry about find-
ing renters, and then finding new
renters.

“Expecting people to stay for ever
and ever,” was only one of the pre-
conceived notions Lori and Kathy
had to get over. They also had to
adjust to higher utility bills, virtu-
ally no closets, only one electrical
outlet per room and the inevitable
fact that when they're on the third
floor, whatever they need is in the
basement and vice versa.

Nevertheless, they do feel an ob-
ligation to take care of the loving
restoration job done by thelr prede-
cessor. While their house is still
referred to as "Larry’s” by the old-
timers In Soulard, the women have
also added their own Victorian
touches as anyone on the 1991
Victorian Christmas decorations
earmed them the feature spot on the
tour in just their second year in the
neighborhood.

Although Lori and Kathy swear
that their next house will be a mod-
ern, one-story ranch with attached
garage, neither has any regrets
about their move to Soulard. They
love the location even more than
they had hoped. Lori is with the
Greater St. Louis Girl Scout Coun-
cil. Kathy iIs a social worker. With
both their offices being downtown,
coming home for lunch has become
a welcome ritual. “If there was a
Wal-Mart nearby,” they insist, “ev-
erything would be perfect.”

GLASSWORKS

Leaded and Stained Glass Windows

Original Designs and Reproductions
Now Offering Custom Mirrors,

MITHRA

Lamps and Hangings

Tabletops and Mirror Re-Silvering
Complete Line of Hobby Supplies
Classes Forming NOW!
HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.
Sat. 9:30-5:00 B
1304 SIDNEY

. RONALD McDONALD HOUSE — 531-6601
Provide hospitality and a caring environment for
guests. 3

. GIRLS CLUB — 385-8088
Debra Burtis. Tutors, homework assistants, Saturday
activities and field trips.

865-3877
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Passing the cornerof 11th & Ann?
I noticed a little sign in the corner of
the neat, cast iron storefront build-
ing painted in the familiar dark
green color seen around the neigh-
borhood. It said simply "Kernels.”

Of course, I was curious. ] hadn't
ever heard of this little place tucked
in this corner of Soulard. So 1 left a
note saying | was curious (for the
newspaper's sake, of course) and
was pleasantly surprised at the pos-
itive response I received to “interro-
gating™ for The Renaissance.

Barry Wallace is the owner, boss;
designer, artist and most of the time
the only employee of Kernels. [ was
surprised to learn that he has had
his business in Soulard for over four
years, two years on Tucker, and the
balance in this storefront. He de-
scribes himself as a designer and
printing service for corporate cli-
ents. He can handle budget design
projects as well as larger, more com-
plicated projects requiring illustra-
tions, photography and printing.

The office is comfortable for one
with clean white walls and grey car-
pet giving a neutral background to
the artwork and printed samples on
the walls. There is classical music
playing softly in the background,
giving a relaxing feeling to the office.

As a hobby Barry enjoys print-

making and painting and evidence

of his talent is in the back work
area. There Is a large print of his
logo, an ear of comn with multi-col-
ored kernels. It symbolizes his ap
proach to his profession. With many
facets of the graphics art industry,
Barry seems to cover many of
them —from consultations on image
and concept. to photography, to de-
sign and artwork and printing.

You may recognize several of his
projects. He designed and illus-
trated the humorous Southwestern
Bell Yellow Pages covers, with the
monsters and outrageous comic
characters, for ten cities. He's also
done work for the Convention Cen-
ter, Plaza Frontenac, St. John's
Mercy Medical Center and several
local banks. United Van Lines
asked him to do their annual report,
and our neighbor, AB is nearby and
he does work for them quite often.

One wall is full of recent projects
in a wide varlety of styles. I re-
marked on one piece, an attractive
calendar of events for a winery.
Barry told me that was a project for
a division of AB, called Master Cel-
lars Wines. “I was called by an
agency to do this project freelance,
and they really didn't give me very
much time to do it. I worked hard
on it and turned f in to the agency.
They didn't like it at alll Luckily,
there was no time to do anything

Design Firm in Hidden Soulard Storefront |

else; the client was due to see it the
next day. The client at AB loved it.
In fact they had it printed again the
next year.” Barry can tell you the
story behind each and every job up

on the wall
He seems to be most interested In

the projects where he has more cre-
ative freedom to develop all the com-
ponents a business might need,
such as a complete mailing series,
or a logo, business cards and statlo-
nery for a new company or a com-
pany moving in a new directign. "I
like to get an idea of what a com-
pany is about and then design a
coordinated image for them—from
the logo to the business cards to the
brochures and mailings. It gives a
company a very professional image
when all their printed pleces are
giving the same message.

If you take a-close look at the
doors here in Soulard, you may find
a business like Kermels that you
may have otherwise missed. Al-
though Barry does not rely on walk-
in traffic for his client base, he may
be just the right person for your
small business image or large cor-
porate project. At least now you
know he’s here. 1 hope to make you
aware of more of Soulard's hidden
business treasures in future arti-
cles, and 1 hope you'll look for them

v
QY\Q’%OO?W":;L“S;!:

Ps dining room and
'Q) for dinner every night
Serving Breakfas:
Lunch & Dinner

Monday - Saturday
PRIVATE PARTIES

SOULARD'S
RESTAURANT
and BAR

241-7956

| SOULARD DISTRICT |

RENOVATED
1 or 2 Bedroom Gardm &
Townhome A

- Irish PuB &
restaurant

BEAUTIFUL OUTDOOR BAR &
GARDEN NOW OPEN

The Finest in
Traditional Irish Music

12th & Russell
St. Louis, Missouri 63104
Phone: (314) 776-8309

yourself.

ﬂwur

house bumed tnmmt'}

If you haven'l increased your home

awners insurance in the past 5 years
... probably not. One aspect of buying
a home is its investment value. Con-
struction costs have increased

and your property has probably ap-
preciated even more. Call your Amer-

ican National agent to make sure the
[ investment in your home is your sal-
est investment.

291-3903 (Bus) — 776-2508 (Res.)

‘ MIKE MURPHY

AMERICAN NATIONAL PROPERTY & CASUALTY CO
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TIPS FOR YOUR FORMAL GARDEN

by
Paul Vendrick

Thinking maybe you'd like to
make your yard or garden spaces
more formal? Like to get started
right away? Here are a few tips that
will make your job easier and im-
prove the period look of your land-
scape.

Plan your selected garden space
completely before you begin to shop
for the plants you may want. As with
many things, what you buy is far
less important than how you use it.
The formal garden is always drawn
and redrawn until it pleases you.

Check out the condition of your
existing evergreens (yews, box, juni-
per, etc.). Assess their overall
shapes, then clip them into col-
umns, globes, cubes, or some other
regular form close to their current
natural shape. In the period formal
garden, evergreen shrubs and trees
were never permitted to naturalize
to a random shape. Be careful
shearing evergreens the first time. It
may take several seasons to obtain
the desired shape. Go too fast, and
you may kill the shrub or expose
unsightly holes. They are usually
clipped only once per year, in the
spring or fall.

Use ground cover sparingly to re-

duce maintenance; but do not blan-

ket whole beds or large spaces.

SRG NEEDS
YOUR BULBS!

The SRG Beautification Commit-
tee needs your extra bulbs and
plants, but also your green thumbs.
The plans are to beautify the parks
at 9th & Sidney, 13th & Lami, and
the Soulard Market plaza area.

Mary Sheridan reports that the
City and her committee have been
working closely to decide what to
plant on either side of the market's
plaza.

Are you anxious to see Soulard in
bloom? Call Mary, 771-3432 to have
your donations picked up and to
volunteer your thumbs.

Ground covers should be treated as
other plants. Keep them clipped and
edged into regular shapes. Use
them in larger beds or knots as a
walk or axis. (Most are tough
enough for occaslonal foot traffic.)

Layout garden spaces on the
Golden Mean. Certain proportions
are more pleasing to the human eye
than others. A time honored historic
formula for one such dimension is
1 to 1.618, or the Golden Mean. For
instance, if the workable space is 8
ft. wide, the optimum length would
be 13 ft. The closer a bed, or the
whole garden for that matter, ap-
proximates the Golden Mean, the
more appealing it will be. Hint: Lay-
out your garden on a legal size plece
of paper as it is already in Golden
Mean proportion. You may discover
that your yard spaces currently
conform as they were likely to in the
Victorian era

Make beds no wider than 5 ft. Go
easy on yourself. The comfortable
reach of most people is 2.5 ft. You
must be able to reach plants with-
out walking into the bed. Keep add-
ing axes, if you must, to reduce the
size of your beds. A 5 ft. bed in
Golden Mean would be 8 ft. long. A
border should never be deeper than
2.5 ft. Note: Beds which abut a
building or fence should be reduced
into borders or subdivided for reach
and proportion.

Easy Soulard formal garden layout

‘%‘BIGG

HISTORIC SéULARD .
436-0921

COURTYARD OPENING SOON
POOL TABLE ® DARTS e PINBALL
TWO GREAT HAPPY HOURS DAILY!
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Group plants of like needs. Period
gardens were difficult to care lor
partly because the hmm_-d variety of
plants avallable meant you had to
stretch the rules a lot. Today we
have enormous variety. Group
plants together which require sim-
ilar water (especially), light, growth
habit, feeding, ete. You'll save your-
self a great deal of work.

Substitute perennials where pos-
sible. Again, we have so many long-
blooming low care perennlals avail-
able today that they can substitute
for annuals the period Soulard gar-
dener may have been forced to use.
The work next year is minimal com-
pared to replanting.

Edging beds with clipped box-
wood or some other small shrub
was very, very popular in the formal
garden. It dressed up spaces and
protected young plants from dam-
aging winds. As a bonus, these beds
can be easily covered with plastic
drop cloths for seasonal night-time
protection in spring or fall.

Build the garden the original
owner wished he had; not necessar-
ily the one he ended up with. Gar-
dens were expensive in the late
1800s. Mechanization and new
growing techniques have dramati-
cally dropped the comparative price
of a premium garden.

The period citizen had a passion
for ruins or decorative objects with
classical Greek or Roman nuance.
Keep your eye out for these col-
umns, statues, urns. planters, etc.

They make great additions to the
focal points of the garden, and they
would have made you the envy of
the orig lard city block

_'1]1!.11' back When you
transplant annuals from the nur-
sery pack, remove the blooms The
idea is to make the plant put energy
into developing a stocky well-sup
ported appearance and root system
Blooms require a great deal of the
plant’s resources. Let them form
later after the plant is well estab-
lished

Avoid buying plants already in
fruit or lots of bloom with little fo-
liage and leggy stems. Blooms and
fruits are the reproductive organs of
plants. They are often produced in
panic when the plant is under stress
or if it has reached maturity too
early. Hormones control this pro-
cess. Plants already In frult may not
put on sufficient size, thinking their
life cycle is further along. Look for
plants not yet to this stage.

Above all, start small. Part of the
beauty of formal garden spaces Is
that they are easy to geometrically
expand. Work with a small area or
“room” until you get the practice
and experience you need to make a
larger one. Try augmenting your ex-
isting garden with a small period
space. Or, perhaps (and this Is best
for maximum period appearance],
make_your teeny front yard your
formal garden. It will give you ideas

rinal Sou

plants

for more challenging and demand-

ing restorations.
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THE FURTHER ADVENTURES OF AN AMATEUR REHABBER

ON LOVE, SPRINGTIME,
AND LOW TREE LIMBS

by
Jay Gibbs

It's spring again! Thank you,
God! In spring, a rehabber’s fancy
turns to ... bricklaying, gardening.
trim painting, tuckpointing, base-
ment cleaning, street trec pruning

.. and love.

Every spring, all interior fix-it
projects tend to get chucked as this
amateur rehabber hunts for exte-
rior work, for something, anything,
to use as an excuse to go outdoors.
This year there's a new wrinkle: I'm
getting married in June. I'm gaining
a life-time partner, and the house is
gaining a new resident and more
furnishings. so certain indoor tasks
do need to be dealt with by then. For
instance, | need to finish the rehab
of the parlor, so Carla’s plano will
have a home. Then, there’s all the
disassembled doorknobs through-
out the house and the non-existent
kitchen counter lights ... (It's true
what they say: These old houses are
never finished, you just get used to
it, and pretend. Got that concept.
Carla?)

But the call of the outdoors is
strong. With the warmer weather 1
began taking evening walks around
the neighborhood again, partially to
get out in the air, partially to work
off some upwardly creeping body
welght. During these walks [ not.lcrd
that many of our
trees have never had the 'bu:cﬂt of

proper pruning: [ was doing a lot of
duddng and swerving to avold low
branches.

This problem became personal
one evening when, out of the dark-
ness, a stiff tree branch scratched
my face; it missed stabbing out my
right eye by about an inch. “That’s
itr I thought, angrily snapping off
the offending branch. After thank-
ing God a few times for the fortu-
itousness of keeping my sight, I re-
solved to deal with the dangerous
limb situation myself.

I started by trimming the trees
right around my block; that took
only a couple of evenings. But then
I got on a roll—it felt good to be
outdoors—and on weekends I began
pruning street trees all over the
north end of Soulard. One day I
clipped my way straight down Men-
ard all the way to Lami; it was be-
coming an obsession.

I got some curious looks: dressed
in my ragged torn jeans and old
white teeshirts I looked like an ar-
chetypal hoosier (that's South St.
Louls hoosier—pronounced
whoswah—not Indiana Hoosier).

I encountered many reactions.
“Does the City pay overtime when

you work on Saturday?” asked one

Pa;s:rabypamnmtdweﬂeropmed her
door and thanked me cheerfully.
~That tree was scratching my car.” |
met several new Soulard residents
in that manner.

A few folks, upon dsedns some
stranger clipping and sawing on
their favorite shade, bolted out their

front door exclaiming in alarm,

“What are you doing?!™ All but one
were quickly reassured by my ex-
planation.

One woman on Menard watched
me clipping limbs on her blooming
Bradford Callery Pear, yelled,
“That's gross!™ at me, and called the
cops! The responding officers ascer-
tained what 1 was up to and left
without further incident. All in all,
this tree pruning was an interesting
study of people, as well as of tree
limbs

I've run out of energy and time for
tree pruning now, and it's getting
late in the season. Next winter [
want to organize a group of 5 or so,
pick a weekend. and prune all the
street trees in Soulard.

I hope some of you will prune
your own trees, too. It's a no-
brainer: just cut off all the branches
that are less than eight feet high.
Use your judgment; encourage your
tree to grow upward, and it will! The
young trees look gawky after prun-
ing, but soon they really take off.
Your reward is a taller, more stately
tree, wider-spreading shade, and a
cooler, prettier neighborhood. And
no more face-snags on low
branches.

Oops, I still have that parlor room
to finish. Until next time, happy
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RUSSELL

“Its Barbeque Specialties
Are Real Winners.”
—Joe Pollack /9-16-91

STEAKS, SEAFOOD,
SANDWICHES & SPIRITS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK — NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
LIVE JAZZ, MOTOWN, BLUES 6-10PM

GARDEN PATIO
ENJOY US AFTER THE GAME.

2028 S. 9th
IN HISTORIC SOULARD

773-5565

springtime to you, and don't forget

NEW WASTE DISPOSAL
LAW IN EFFECT

Elena Irwin is not your ordinary solid waste
bundle! She is energetic, educated, a native of
Morgantown, West Virginia, and a contented St.
Louis transplant. A recent guest speaker for the
SRG, she states, "Change is the bottom line.” She
is pictured here {llustrating her point. Shown at
right is a copy of the “door hang" related to the
CHANGE.

[ YARD WASTE ISN'T
TRASH ANYMORE!

Yard Waste = grass, leaves, limbs, brush

The weekly yard waste collection
and recycling program is now
being implemented in your
neighborhood by the City

of St. Louis Refuse

Division.

/S
Ad A

Why?
A state law has banned all yard waste from landfills in Missoun as
of January 1, 1992. This means that yard waste can no longer be
thrown away with the trash. The City of St. Loais is responding to
this law with a separate collection and recycling program for yard
wasie.

What?

The Refuse Divison will collect yard waste separately from regular
trash. Dumpsters for yard waste will be identified in each alley
with stickers stating “Yard Waste Only.”  Yard waste will be
collected once a week and taken to a compost facility for process-
ing. Trash dumpsters will be identified with stickers stating "Trash
Only-No Yard Waste.” Trash will be collected twice a week

When?

Beginning pext week please place all yard waste in the dumpsters
for yard waste only. Place all regular trash in the dumpsters for
irash only.

For More Information....
|’ Guidelines for the yard waste collection and recycling program are

listed on the other side. Picase keep this for your reference. If you
have additional questions, please call the City of St. Louis Refuse
Division, 353-8877.

The Soulard Renaissanee — SOULARD FOR SALE — Page 15






