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The Soulard Restoration Group
has slated its 18th annual Fall
House Tour for Saturday and Sun-
day, October 2 and 3, from 12:00
noon until 5:00 p.m. each day. The
theme of this year’s tour is “Living
With History” and features two
churches and nine homes (see re-
lated stories inside this issue.

The homes range from simple
Federalist type rowhouses te impos-
ing Second Empire townhouses,
with interiors ranging from restora-
tion to sparkling contemporary, and
all points in between. The variety in
cludes lavish 19th century churches
and a small un-renovated cottage
shell, possibly the oldest extant struc-
ture in the City of Saint Louis.

Almost all of these homes have
never been shown on any tour; one
exception is a S. 9th Street house
which has been featured on four
previous house tours over the years,
at various stages of rehab progress.
This year tour guests can see how it
turned out!

The SRG scheduled this year’s
house tour to coincide with the Na-
tional Trust - for Historic
Preservation’s annual conference,
taking place September 29-October
3 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel at
Union Station. The theme of this
year's conference is “The Challenge
of Livable Communities,” i.e. an ef-
fort to mesh the preservation of his-
toric resources with the social/eco-
nomic needs of today’s society. (I
think Soulard as a community is
doing a pretty good job at this, don’t
you?) About 2,000 people from all
over the U.S. are expected to attend
the conference, its workshops and

related activities. (The SRG is co-

sponsoring with the National Trust
a special evening tour of Soulard on

istony

September 30 for the conferees.)

The main October 2-3 tour is
open to everyone, and the cost is
$8.00 in advance or $10.00 on the
days of the tour. For tickets call
METROTIX at 534-1111. Forinforma-
tion on group tickets call the SRG at
621-6226. The tour begins at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 8th & Soulard.

Not only does the tour theme
“Living With History” parallel the
theme of the National Trust conven-
tion, but well-describes Soulard’s
varied historic fabric. This year’s
tour covers over 100 years of archi-
tectural history, from the early cot-
tage mentioned earlier to a freshly
renovated home originally built as
a two-family flat after World War L.
Several architectural periods and
styles are featured in between; this
year’s Soulard tour is the most ar-
chitecturally varied and interesting
ever held. It promises to be a good
one. See you there! '

This pre-Civil War Federalist Style
home is just one of the homes featured
on this year’s Fall Tour.
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Fall is in the air! After all the rain and hot weather, the smell of
autumn is a welcome relief. For the SRG, it is time for our Fall House
Tour which will take place on the weekend of October 2nd and 3rd.
Our House Tour Committee, led by Gary Siddens and John Durnell,
has been very active. Our house tour poster with a painting of 8th
Street by Marge Biddle is very exciting. In addition, we are having
a small pre-house tour for members of the National Trust, who will
be attending their national convention that week in St. Louis.

We also have an exciting group of houses on the regular tour.
Now the major ingredient that is needed is volunteers. So—if you
haven’t volunteered yet, please call Gary or John.

Our National Night Out block parties on August 3rd led by Bob
Kraiberg were very successful. In fact, we won the award sponsored
by Operation Safestreet for the best effort including a cash prize of
$2,000.

The Soulard Off-Duty Patrol Fund Raiser at Patty Long’s 9th
Street Abbey was also quite successful, raising over $11,000. Again,
thanks to Bob Kraiberg and many others for a great effort. Of
particular note is the Mayor of Soulard contest brought in more
than $6,000. This contest was the brainchild of Carlis Dawson. Many
thanks, Carlis!

The Board of the SRG has been working on what to do with the
Visitor’s Center. The Board has woerked out four options and is
presenting them to the membership to discuss and vote on at a
special meeting on October 20. The details will be presented to each
member in writing prior to the meeting. In order tovote, you must
be a paid member by October 1. This issue is very important for the —
SRG and all interested members are urged to attend.

One final note is that the Nominating Committee has come up
with a slate of officers and directors for the election to take place at
the November meeting. At the October meeting, additional nomi-
nations will be taken from the floor and candidates will have time
to express their positions. Therefore, the Board urges attendance at
both meetings so all members will have a chance to nominate and
vote for the new officers and directors.

As you can see, the fall will be a busy and exciting time for the
SRG!
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by Tonca Yarbrough

Never take someone else’s kids to
a pool hall for breakfast. They’ll rat
on you every time. It was just a bar
that serves a dynamite breakfast
and that happened to have a pool
table in an adjoining room. They
were teenagers who distorted the
entire event with an opportunity to
put an adult in a bad light. I nearly
lost my four-star baby-sitting rat-
ing!

Out of redemption—or despera-
tion—I was given another chance,
when Justin, aged nine, and his
seven year old brother Jordan came
to visit a year later. While stashing
his handy six-pack of root beer in
the fridge, Jordan asked, “What are
you making for dinner, Grandma?”

“Tracks—for the nearest restau-
rant,” I replied. “You can choose the
place.” -

I headed up the walk; they
dashed to the car. Walking. What a
concept! They live in Ballwin; 20
miles and several light years west of
Soulard.

It’s easy to entertain grown-up
guests. You simply ply them with
good food, liquor, and a few hours

OFSOULARD

of jazz and blues in some smoky old
bar. You impress them with your
knowledge of the neighborhood
and its history. But kids....

“I guess these buildings look like
this because of air pollution,” ob-
served Justin.

When I started to explain that
some of them were more than a
hundred years old, his expression
told me he believed me to be about
a hundred years old, and also a vic-
tim of pollution.

I recited our culinary choices at
each restaurant we passed—burgers
as big as your head, hot wings to die
for, cajun pasta—but when the
Golden Arches came into view,
there was no longer a question of

where to eat. There’s a lot to be said -

for familiarity, I guess.

It was dusk when we headed for
home, my pride somewhat dimin-
ished.

“Why do they have fake cats in
the windows?” Jordan wanted to
know. '

“Because they don’t claw the fur-
niture.”

“What are alleys for?” asked Jus-
tin.

“To play stick-ball in?”

“What's slick-ball?” in unison.

“Beats me.”

MAYORAL FORUM IS SUCCESSFUL

by Richard Eaton,
CONO Vice President

Mayor Freeman Bosley pre-
sented his vision for 8t. Louis and
reaffirmed his commitment to im-
proving city neighborhoods at the
recent mayoral forum sponsored
by the Council of Neighborhood Or-
ganizations (CONQ).

Mayor Bosley explained how the
additional monies from proposed
tax issues (which city voters subse-
quently passed) would impact city
neighborhoods, and he answered
questions submitted by representa-
tives of CONO. Mayor Bosley cau-
tioned residents against being too
optimistic regarding future river
boat gaming proceeds, but he did

present plans for distribution of fu-
ture gaming proceeds to neighbor-
hoods. Other topics addressed by
the Mayor included crime preven-
tion, the police department, the
Board of Police Commissioners, pri-
orities in the distribution of federal
block grant monies, and education.
The mayor emphasized the need
for the return to neighborhood
schools in St. Louis, and he called
for an end to the current court-or-
dered busing program.

The forum was sponsored by the
Council of Neighborhood Organiza-
tions representing 24 neighbor-
hood organizations and the St.
Louis Association of Community
Organizations (SLACO).

Bob

Development

One-, two-, & three-bedroom
garden, fownhouses and

2306 Soulh 13Lh Slreel ® L. Louis, Missouri ® 63104
(314) T76-1811

Sk

alley houses

Rents
$325 - $750 /month

Later we played cards, a game I
thought to be at everyone’s level of
ability: War. The boys soon grew
tired of it and wanted to play “real”
cards. It seems their dad had taught
them to play poker, and they were
quite good at it.

I'knew I could shine in the snack
department. Popcorn! It’s my spe-
cialty. I pulled out the Paul New-
man. He looks better in the pantry
than Orville Redenbacher.

“What are those seeds?” Jordan
asked. “And what are you going to
do with that pan?”

“You're going to cook it?”

Microwave popcorn! They had
only had microwave popcorn! Mi-
crowave popcorn remains a secret
until you pour it from the bag.

Alittle oil, a few “seeds,” in a pot,
on the burner; shake it until it stops
making noise. Pour it into a bowl,
add some sea-salt from the mill,
some Molly McButter and voila!
Grandma’s popcorn.

Six root beers and two batches of
popeorn later—when it seemed
cheaper to move than redecorate—it
was time for the boys to go home.
We policed the area. I put the cans
in a plastic bag and hung them on
the dumpster.

THEMAGIC KINGDOM

“Makes it easier for the dumpster
divers,” [ explained.

Again the puzzled looks.

“Guess you'll have to come back
in the daytime.”

As we drove away to meet their
parents, Jordan nearly leaped
through the car window. “What is
THAT?” His eyes were as big as sau-
cers.

Ibraked abruptly, looking in the
direction in which he pointed. It
was the lighted spires of Sts. Peter
and Paul that had caught the atten-
tion of the seven year old with a
genetic penchant for seeing things
just a little differently than others
do.

“That’s a church, Jordan,” I told
him. “That’s Sts. Peter and Paul.
Those are steeples.”

“It looks like Disney World,” he
said. “Like Cinderella’s Castle.” I
guess to a kid who’s accustomed to
church roofs that look like crinkled
potato chips, it would look like Dis-
ney World.

If a child can burst your bubble
with his honesty, he can also give
you a whole new perspective on
things. Soulard—a 100 year old
theme park with air pollution.
Home, sweet trendy home.

borhood?

Gain a wealth of
experience and
help preserve our
historic and archi-
tectural heritage.
Join the National
Trust for Historic
Preservation and
support preservation
efforts in your com-
munity.

PRESERVATION
PLAN ON IT

Planning on restoring a house, saving a
landmark, reviving your neigh-

gl

Write.
National Trust for

Historic Preservation
Department PA
1785 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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The “Federalist” or “Adam” style
buildings in Soulard have not al-
ways received the appreciation they
deserved. These structures (now
called “Federal Style” by local
rehabbers) were built with simple
lines architecturally: form followed
function. They were constructed of
hand-made, relatively soft brick,
with simple ridge or flounder roof
lines, and with stone (or wooden)
lintels or flat “Jack” brick arches
atop their 6-over-6 or 2-over-2 lite
windows. Though the style had
passed from fashion by 1840 on the
east coast, it persisted in Saint Louis
through the Civil War years.

During the subsequent Victorian
era with its flamboyant architec-
tural styles, the Federal houses got
little respect (just as we laugh at the
1950s cookie-cutter ranch houses
today). The Federal style buildings
were either architecturally altered
to appear more ornate, or were
shunned as out-ofstyle junk, often
torn down and replaced.

In the early 20th century, most
Federal houses in Soulard which
had survived the Victorian era were

heavily used as crowded immigrant

tenements, and many more of these
soft-bricked houses simply suc
cumbed to overuse and neglecl.
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912 Emmet Street
From these pressures few of these
houses in Soulard survived long
enough for the historic preserva-
tion to arrive: Of Soulard’s 1100 re-
maining historic buildings, fewer
than 40 are unadulterated Federal
style.

Perhaps Soulard’s most
quintessentially Federal style
house stands at 912 Emmet Street.
It was built by Germans in the
1850s as a two-family flat and (until
recent land resurveying and legal
separation) shared a single “L”-
shaped piece of land with the four-
family rowhouse around the corner
at 1840-42 S. 10th Street. (That
building was renovated as two for-
sale townhouses and was featured
in this column two years ago.)

By 1990, 912 Emmet was show-
ing every bit of its 140 year age. The
leaking roof and bulging walls on
the exterior barely hinted at the
horrendous rot inside. All the floors
sagged, and a huge hole in the first
story floor allowed a peek into the
debris-filled, frequently flooded
basement.

Even in that state, the house had

‘residual dignity and charm, and

Kevin and Mindy purchased the
shell in June 1990. From that month
until now they have spent many
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thousands of hours gutting and re-
building this abused Federal style
house, doing much of the work
themselves. They had to completely
rearrange the interior floor plan,
starting with the installation of the
old house’s first interior staircase.
The structure was so badly deterio-
rated that very little of its fabric
could be reused, save the brick
walls, portions of the roof and some
second story floor joists. Budget
overruns, design constraints of the
small interior, and disappearing
contractors added to their agony.
Most of the time the couple main-
tained their sense of humor, but,
“We've had our moments!” admits
Mindy.

Three-plus years later, 912
Emmet Street is a finished two-bed-
room home with a lovely interior
decor and its charming Federal
style exterior restored. The couple
like to point out that theirs is the
only house in Soulard with an
Emmet Street address. This past
summer Mindy and Kevin have en-
joyed designing and creating their
backyard, a luxury after the years of
intensive and frequently tédious
house renovation work. This cule
little home is featured in Soulard’s
1993 Fall House Tour, October 2-3.
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» Custom Picture Framing
* Needlework
- Shadow Boxes

... also Posters,
Prints, & Post Cards
Monday-Friday—10:00-5:30
Saturday—10:00-4:00

(Appointments made upon request)

1208 Russeli Bivd.

771-1238

@ inHistorie Soufard
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Recycled Wood Furniture
“Retreads” To Be Featurad During House Tour

by Mindy Austin

Nestled among other little store-
fronts near the circle at Shaw and
Castleman is a shop called “Re-
treads.” “Recycled wood furni-
ture,” the sign says. Inside are
things that rehabbers and lovers of
old furniture will drool over. Also,
inside is a concept that intrigues
me: new furniture from recycled
lumber. Apparently, this is a grow-
ing trend in other parts of the coun-
try. It’s an idea that fits well in St.
Louis’ and Soulard’s past and fu-
ture history.

The owners of this establishment
are Peter Gowran and Terry Quinn,
partners with a passion for antiques
and a pocketbook more suited for
second-hand shops. (I can relate to

RETREADS...
recycled wood furniture
By Peter Gowran

968-5429

that, can’t you?) Peter is a master
cabinet maker, trained in Glasgow,
Scotland. Retreads’ furniture, both
antique reproductions and creative
whimsy, are beautiful and well-
crafted. Many people in the neigh-
borhood are concerned about the
environment, the nation’s forests,
and the overflowing landfills. The
material in this furniture is sal-
vaged from industry, residential
rehabs, and even alleyways. I saw
wonderful pieces there that were
made from our own Soulard sal-
vage. Look for some of their work in
one of the homes on the Soulard
Fall House Tour. And for a real treat,
visit their showroom at 4474 Castle-
man, just around the corner from
The Bug Store.
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‘Free Estimates

Bkl DYE i
PLURBIDIG €O, IDIC.

Specializing in:
Renovation and Restoration
Sewer and Water Repairs

/76-1800

St. Louis, Mo.

. .. in Historic Soulard

1819 Lynch

Serving Breakfast, Lunch
& Dinner Mon-Sat

Private Parties are our Specialty

1731.8. 7th St.
In Historic Soulard
241-7956

o

. 421-2131
;vés?‘*!
EDELE & MERTZ
HARDWARE

1822 South Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104

Established 1912
John Edele  Ed (Cork) Woelm

DO YOU SHOP FOR
QUALITY, FRESHNESS,
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

AND FUN?

OR DO YOU
JUST SETTLE FOR
ANOTHER BORING,

EXPENSIVE HOUR AT THE

SUPERMARKET?

LOCATED AT SEVENTH AND
LAFAYETTE STREETS
TEL (314) 622-4180

WE'RE OPEN YEAR 'ROUND AND
EASY TO FIND. SOULARD FARMERS
MARKET IS LOCATED ONE MILE
SOUTH OF BUSCH STADIUM.
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GREAT

PLACE

'FOR
STEAKS!!!

Recommended by SEDG MEAD

Introducing

Tucker’s Place

WEST
14282 Manchester Rd.
227-8062
&
In Historic Soulard
2117 S. 12th St.
772-5977
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NIGHT OUT IN SOULARD
BRINGS OUT NEIGHBORS

by Carlis Dawson
The biggest block party in St.
Louis was right here in Soulard on
the National Night Out. There were
activities and contests on 20 differ-
ent blocks...Fire trucks for the kids
to investigate, fire fighters for some
others (ahem!) to check out, an an-
tique police paddy wagon, clowns,
balloons, face paintings, skateboard
contests, a live band with dancing
in the streets.... Wow, what a party
with a purpose!

%-;:_}.:\'

A live band, courtesy of the 1860 Sa-
loon, performed at this block party at
9th and Geyer Streets, Later on, folks
were literally dancing in the streets!

The purpose was to get people
out of their houses (to fight crime)
and get to know their neigh-
bors...and that they did. We ex-
changed phone numbers and ad-
dresses...over 200 attended our lit-
tle three-block section near 13th
and Lami. We met our two newest
neighbors, our youngest and the
oldest, representing an age span of
76 years. What a fun time—with the
long lasting benefit of knowing my
neighbors care and want to be in-
volved in tackling crime on the
streets of Soulard.

Now, I was just writing up a
crime patrol report at work one sub-
sequent night when at 3:06 a.m. my
pager went off. It was an urgent
message to call home!

I called home and was informed
that the block captain had called
suspecting that someone was steal-

Soulardians accept their prize at the mayor’s office.

ing a car in front of my house. I
called her and she was uncertain,
but I was... There was a theft in
progressless than four blocks from
where [ was sitting!

I held her on the phone while I
called Sergeant Marshall of the An-
heuser Security who joined in the
conversation with the Block Cap-
tain. He gained more information
in 30 seconds than I would have
thought of in half an hour, and he
concluded that he would send out
their mobile force to see what they
could do while the Block Captain
completed her 911 responsibility.

Itold her I would eall her back in
10 minutes...and when I did, she
said Sergeant Marshall had called
her back and they had the suspect
vehicle in sight. Say no more, I told
her, T would be right there at the
scene of the theft, as by now I sus-
pected the car belonged to one of
the guests staying with me for the
weekend.

Real thoughts of anguish were
racing in my head. One of my
neighbor’s daughters had come to
visit Soulard. To do something spe-
cial for her and encourage her to
come back more often, she had
asked me if her daughter could stay
at our B&B. I had been honored and
was now devastated. How in (he
heck do you tell the kids? What do
you say 1o the parents?

As I rounded a corner near my
house the Big Picture Changed! It
was better than Cops on TV! Six
squad cars with bubblegums flash-
ing, a mini-convention of St. Louis
Police and Anheuser Security...with
two “honor guests” wearing shiny
new “bracelets.” Officers Steven
Gari and Kevin Dabney made the
nab, Sergeant Marshall and Lieu-
tenant Benson of Anheuser Secu-
rity had done the play-by-play, and
a Block Captain who did get in-
volved as a direct result of our Night
Out got it all started.

What a story! You can make a
difference! Thanks to each one of
you who played a part in this appre-
hension and arrest.
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The Great
Grizziy
4, Bear &
of
Soulard

1027 Geyer at Menard
231-0444
Serving Lunch
Tue-Fri—11lam-1:30pm
Specializing in Private Parties
BILLY PEEK:
Oct. 1, 2, 15, 186, 29, 30; Nov. 12, 13,26 ,27

SOULARD BLUES BAND

Neighbors ti ighbors,
s nenbors; some Oct. 8, 9, 22, 23; Nov. 5, 6, 19, 20

for the first time, during National
Night Out.

MITHRA
GLASSWORKS

Leaded and Stained Glass Windows
Lamps and Hangings
Original Designs and Reproductions
Now Offering Custom Mirrors,
Tabletops and Mirror Re-Silvering
Complete Line of Hobby Supplies

Classes Forming NOW!
HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.
Sat. 9:30-5:00
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TAKE A LOOK TO THE
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The Soulard Renaissance Staff
welcomes three new advertisers!
The Book Nook
Priority One Screen Printing
Soulard Dry Cleaners
Please welcome them by
patronizing them—

And tell them you saw their ad in

The Soulard Renaissance.




RESTAURANT REVIEW

Arcelia’s Mexicana Restaurant
2501 S. 9th Street (at Victor Street)

by Carla Schild-Gibbs

Authentic Mexican restaurants
in St. Louis are few, but aficionados
of south-of-the-border cuisine know
that they can find great Mexican
cooking at Arcelia’s in Soulard. If
you are among the legions of St.
Louisans who think that Casa
Gallardo and Taco Bell are Mexican
cooking, I invite you to WAKE UP!!
at Arcelia’s. This is the real thing,
home cooked from start to finish,
and the range of flavors is beyond
anything a franchise could dream
of aspiring to.

We chose seating on the patio, a
congenial and unpretentious space
that was surprisingly cool despite
the summer heat. The list of Mexi-

can beers on the menu was quite .

impressive, but in the end, we went
for a round of refreshing margari-
tas which our waitress quickly pro-
vided, along with an unending sup-
ply of homemade corn chips and
hol salsa dip.

The highlight of our appetizer
choices was the stuffed jalapenos.
They had a rich taste and the sauce
served with them was flavorful but
not too spicy. Many diners at our
table assumed the stuffed jalapenos
. would, be too het.for their taste;
however, everyone pronounced
them outstanding and thought

morépebdplé would go for them if
they first got a taste of them in a
sampler of appetizers. For this rea-
son, we would like to see Arcelia’s
add a few of the stuffed jalapenos to
the Botanos appetizer. The Botanos
is a delicious sampler platter of gen-
erously topped nachos, quesidillas,
and guacamole. We also enjoyed
the medium spiced chili and the
queso fundido, a soft corn tortilla
with cheese and sausage filling
served on the side. The queso
fundido was almost too filling for
an appetizer. The selection of appe-
tizers was excellent, but all of us
agreed that the stuffed jalapenos
are not to be missed.

Many of the “staples” of a Mexi-
can menu are available at Arcelia’s,
and we sampled several of them—
the chicken enchilada, soft taco, ta:
male and flauta. Again, if you've
tried these at a chain restaurant,
then you haven’t really tried them.
Arcelia’s cooks its entrees by hand,
not en masse, and the difference
between a fresh cooked tortilla and
a pre-packed, flash-frozen, re-
cooked tortilla is like the difference
between your mother’s best casse-
role and C-rations.

Standouts among our entrees

" were: the pork fajita, declared “ab-

solutely great” by our gourmands;

Repair & Alteration
Service Available

DRY CLEANERS

HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00-4:00 p.m.

2401 S. 11th.
Corner of 11th. and Barton
St. Louis, Mo. 63104
772-1991

Providing The Quality and Service you deserve

Wedding Gowns Cleaned & Preserved

Seasonal Storage

the chili verde with big chunks of
pork in green (verde, get it?) sauce;
and the carne guizada, a beef stew
with a mildly spicy gravy. The
Nopales, our most unusual entree
of the evening, was a stir fried dish
of cactus with tomato and onion.
The cactus had a texture like green
pepper and had perhaps been mar-
inated or pickled prior to cooking,
as it had a distinct tangy flavor. All
of our dinners came with tradi-
tional rice and beans, and all were
heartily enjoyed.

None of the dishes we were
served was overly hot due to spices;
the full flavor of each dish came
through without being doused in
jalapeno juice. Hot salsa was readily
available for those of us who
wanted an extra kick. If diners find
the regular salsa offering too hot,
milder varieties are also available.

Every year, The Riverfront Times
conducts a poll of the best restau-
rants in St. Louis. And every year, St.
Louisans who participate in the poll
dutifully pick lame chain restaurants
as the best in Mexican food. Obvi-
ously this town needs to educate its
palate and Arcelia’s at Ninth and Vic-
tor Streets is highly recommended
for a delicious back-to-school experi-
ence at a reasonable price.

ARCELIA'S

Authentic Mexican Food of Old Mexico

Daily
Specials

Try Our

MARGARITAS

7:00 am - 9:00 pm — DAILY
Friday & Saturday — Open til 10:30 pm
2501 South 9th at Victor
1 Block West of Broadway (7th) in Soulard
Carry Outs — 776-5900

Now Open!

BOOK NOOK
USED AND DISCOUNTED BOOKS

2237 S. Grand (4 blocks south of 144)
772-0606

*bn’ng in this ad for a 10% discount »*

We are proud to announce our relocation to

1310 Ann Ave,
T13-5544

Historic Soulard.

For T-Shirts,
Sweats,
Jackets,
Caps

and MORE...

See Us For All Of Your Screen Printing Needs.

HIGH QUALITY GREAT SERVICE REASONABLE PRICES
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