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“SOULARD FOR SALE”

SET FOR Mae 23
Are you tired of spending hours of your valu

able time stuck in Highway 40 trafÏc?

tired of paying rent and getting eaten alive at tax

Are you tired of living in a vanilla subur-

ban subdivision with no character of semblance

of neighborhood feel?

Ifyou answered yes to a

why not check out the excit

tunities in the ci

hood—Soulard.

re you

f those questions,

g housing oppor.

al neighbor

le" will be held

from 12:00 noon to

4:00 p.m. Admission is
Soulard offer

ues in St.Louis,

¢ to the public

Says, fete tdesar eoprslinxy Jebel
you combine ie ambiance of buildings co
structed by early settlers of St. Louis with the

meticulous craftsmanship of 20th century

rehabbers and restorationists.”

or

This 1840s French Creole style house ts one of

many renovated homes which will be featured at

“Soulard For Sale.”

See Victorian splendor in “Ripple Row.”
Soulard’s century-old streetscapes are evocative of urban Europe.

OTHER ITEMS INSIDE...
TALENT IN SOULARD

SOULARD GARDENING

NEW SOULARD BUSINESSES

NEIGHBORHOOD FABRIC

RESTAURANT REVIEW

RECYCLING IN SOULARD

THE STARS OF SOULARD.

SOULARD BEYOND 2000

“BORN TO LEASE”

THE “BUFFALO BILL” HOUSE

AARP HELP FOR SENIORS

THE 1896 TORNADO & MORE

Pant Erntiot Streets, fiat two Ulecls south oF

Soulard Market. The map will contain a list of

each home’s amenities and the asking price.

This is not a guided tour, so participants may

choose which homes they wish to visit

. are well-positioned

to profit from the current housing market. “In

terest rates on 30 ortgages are at their

lowest mark in 20 yea ys Alan Richardson

of Richardson Realty. “This makes Soulard even

more affodable for the first-time home buy:

Over 15 homes will be open for your inspec

tion on the tour date. Neighborhood residents

will be available to answer questions regarding

the area.



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Soulard reawakens each

spring as if from a dream, her

pulse quickening as tempera-

tures rise. The pear trees

bloom like fluffy white clouds,

and soon come the flowers in

succession: crocus, daffodils,

tulips, iris, and roses. Neigh-

bors emerge from their houses

as if from cocoons; I've seen

more of my fellow Soulardians

in the last few weeks than dur-

ing the entire winter season.

The sidewalks are full of resi-

dents, visitors, and even real

estate agents. Thank God for

spring; it’s my favorite time of

the year.

Here in Soulard, spring her-

alds the “Soulard For Sale”

open house tour and Opera-

tion Brightside’s “Blitz” Day

(ah, spring cleaning!) and gar-

deners galore, and rehabbers

armed with their saws, lad-

ders, hammers, and paint

brushes. In this issue of The

Renaissance, we've tried to cap-

ture some of this spring en-

ergy.

T enjoy hearing various per-

i hood

fresh eyes. Recently, my 13-

year-old second cousin, Sarah,

stayed with Carla and me for

the weekend while her parents

were out of town. Sarah hails

from the quintessential sub-

urb, Ballwin, and while she

spoke little in direct terms of

Soulard, she did allow that it

was quite different from her

-home, using the quintessen-

tial teen phrase, “It's weird.”

As we drove Sarah back to

the "burbs, Carla and I both

were startled to feel like we

were driving through a movie

~ Noyance:

set; it was—well—weird. When

we got out of the car at Sarah's

house, we encountered her fa-

ther, lawnmower in hand (I

swear I'm not making this

up!), discussing with a couple

of his neighbors the best ways

to accomplish the greenest

possible lawn and the easiest

eradication of crabgrass. God

bless them—It was beyond sur-

real.

On our way to the highway

out of the "burbs, Carla and I

passed bland streets of vinyl-

clad sub-divisioris, then sev-

eral areas of freshly destroyed

forest: old growth trees up-

ended, earth-moving equip-

ment parked for the weekend

in the mud. No doubt a new

crop of “Hunter's Glens” and

“Whispering Creeks” is about

to rise from this rubble. I got

more depressed when I then

remarked to Carla, “Just think,

over half of all Americans now

live in the suburbs.”

My spirits finally lifted as we

exited Interstate 44 and ar-

tived back home in Soulard.

For all its arts

estly offers something that my

cousins and their friends just

don’t know: a sense of perma-

nence, of diversity, of history,

a sense of soul. City living in

areas like Soulard is ideal for

some of the other 50% of Ameri-

cans—the ones who long for a

sense of “place” and of real

community. Perhaps this life

is right for you, too. For our

part, my wife and I had had

our fill of suburban sprawl; we

were happy to be back home.

Jay
Gibbs

We are now well into 1993. Several events have occurred

that have an impact on the Soulard Restoration Group (SRG):

1. Phyllis Young was reelected the 7th Ward Alderman.

2. Freeman Bosley was elected mayor

We are looking forward to working with them and plan to

invite them to meetings of the SRG in the near future

5. Richard Eaton has led the new committee that is dealing

NOTES
from the

BRICK

HOUSE

by Sedg Mead

with the Information Center and a proposal will be presented

to the Board and the Membership in the near future. He has

an objective of completing whatever is decided on by this fall,

when the National Trust for Historical Preservation will be in

town.

4. A proposal was submitted to the Southwestern Bell/City

of St. Louis Neighborhood Growth Grant by Steve Botts, Rod

Wright, Bob Kraiberg, and Hilda Willman. We are requesting

a grant to buy a golf cart and provide operating funds for our

crime prevention watch program where off-duty City police

ofÏcers patrol the neighborhood. Many thanks to Steve, Rod,

Bob, and Hilda for putting together a proposal in a very short

period of time!

Our new editor of The Renaissance, Jay Gibbs, and his staff

1993. Anyone interested in submitting articles for future

editions should contact Jay.

6. While the weather was cold, Mardi Gras was again suc-

cessful. Mary Lipic did a great job at getting the SRG float

organized.

year!

Allin all, it appears that the SRG is off to a successful new

Soulard Restoration Group
Do you love living in Soulard?

‘Would you like to meet more of your neighbors?

... then membership in the

SOULARD RESTORATION GROUP
is for you!

The group consists of homeowners, renters and local businesses.
Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month in the school

hall at Trinity Lutheran Church, 8th & Soulard, at 7:30 p.m.
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SOULARD LOSES A FRIEND

BILL KING — 1942-1993
On February 8, 1993,

Soulard lost a friend when

Bill King died suddenly of

a dissected aorta

Bill was an owner and

principal in Mary King and

sociates, Inc., one of the

leading real estate brokers

in the city, and specializes

in Soulard in addition to

other city neighborhoods.

Mary King, Bill's wife,

started their firm in 1989,

and Bill joined her in 1990.

Bill and Mary met in Wichita,

Kansas in 1972, where they worked

together ina hospital. They married

in 1975 and moved to St. Louis in

1982 when Bill became Director of

Data Processing at Jewish Hospital

in the Central West End.

In St. Louis, Mary be

volved in selling resident es.

tate, working for both Coldwell

Banker and ReMax Realtors. Bill be

car sted in the bu:

je while

ecame an assistant

manager and found she liked run

sales ope He

t he liked the operations and

computer end of the business

foundation.
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=) When they started their

Hf own business, they chose

Soulard as the place for

their ofÏce, and they

moved toa home in Benton

Park on Illinois Street. In

March 1992

their new and expanded of

above the Sidney Street

they moved to

fice

Cafe

Bill once said about their

Mary is the boss,

ype oo

C Bill King ) busine
but Ihave a lot of input.” It

SS
says a lot about Bill, who

was unassuming but quietly com.

petent. Bill will be particularly re

membered for his creative ads in

various publications, including The

Soulard Renaissance.

Bill had many friends in Soulard

and enjoyed the neighborhood very

much. Like many of us, he just liked

old buildings. He particularly en

joyed eating at local resta

cluding Soulara’s

Mike and Min's

For anyone wishing to remem

Bill, contributions.may be made

charity, Disabled

1 Veterans, National Ser

vice OfÏce, 1520 Market, St. Louis,

MO 6310:

rants, in

Tucker's, and

be:

to his favorite

Americ!

GREAT

PLACE

FOR

STEAKS!!!
recommended by Joanne Weber

Introducing

Tucker’s Place

WEST

14282 Manchester Rd.

227-8062

&

In Historic Soulard

2117S. 12th St.

772-5977

A WORD FROM PHYLLIS YOUNG

ALDERMAN, 7th WARD
nticed that tree

oval of the dead

You may have

trimming and rer

trees has occurred in Pontiac Park

Plans are to plant 24 new trees in

the park. Most will be along the pe

rimeter of the walkway through the

park. Three new trees will be on the

playground itself with two addi

tional trees on the ledge between

the playground and the baskball

court, The payment for the new

trees will come out of money allo

cated to our ward from the 1993 St

Louis Works program

VY. EY: ¥, Vv

The AIDS FOUNDATION OF ST.

LOUIS recently announced that

Clementine's raised more money

for the Foundation in the 1992

FROM ALL WALKS

OF LIFE-than any other bar in the

region. I w: mely pleased to

be a part of the effort

Ihave walked with Clementine's

support for the past four years,

I plan to do so this year, How

this year there is a challenge!

Denny, the bartender, and I

competing to see who raises the

most. Denny won last year. You can

help the Foundation and cither

made out. to. KROMALL WALKS Ok

LIFE) toy Denny McKonkey,

Clementine’s, 2001 Menard, St.

Louis, Missouri 65104 or to Phylli

Young, 905 Lami St, St. Louis, Mis.

souri 65104. (I'm playing fair,

Denny. I included your address!)

The WALK takes place on June 15

Forest Park. It's six miles long,

1 it’s for a good cause. Please be

generous and help us show St

Louis that Soulard supports the

Foundation.

pledge walk

ending your check

Eau a OY

In 1988, | was personally in-

volved in developing a new pro

gram for designated neighbor

hoods, Operation C rv. This

program was created to make City

Government responsive to the spe

cial needs of its diverse neighbor

hoods through a single contact per

son, the ConServ OfÏcer. Soulard

was fortunate to be one of only 21

neighborhoods throughout the

that was designated as a Con:

area and has benefitted greatly

from this program's services.

The ConServ OfÏcer for the

ard neighborhood is Mary

t. Mary works closely with

dents and orga

H

neighborhood r

nizations to coordinate concen

trated services in the form of code

and. removal of derelict ve

hicles. She is also the contact person

for implementing special activities

related to beautification, education,

housing, marketing, ation and

safety in our neighborhood

In the area of housing, the Con

Sery OfÏcer works closely with the

neighborhood based non-profit

housing corpor ‘The Soulard

Community Housing Corporation

may acquire property for redevel

opment and acquire and hold prob

lem properties that have become

nuisances inthe neighborhood.

Currently, the Housing Corpora

tion owns the property located at

through 815 Allen Avenue

1s are underway to develop this

in two phases. Phase One

(%, 421-2131

eo
EDELE & MERTZ

HARDWARE

1822 South Broadway

St. Louis, MO 63104

Established 1912

John Edele Ed (Cork) Woelm

will be the development of three

single-family townhomes at 803,

807, and 809 Allen and Phase Two

will be the development of three

“creole” cottages at 811 through 815

Allen Avenue. ‘The remaining par

cel, 805 Allen, had already been

rehabbed as th e rental units.

‘The goal of the ConServ program

is to make residents confident

about the future of their neighbor

hoods. Our ConServ OfÏcer can co

ordinate the various city services

needed in our neighborhood and 1

encourage you to call her with your

service requests. Mary can “be

reached at 622-4628 between 8:00

a.m. and 5:00 pan. Monday through

Friday,

The Soulard Renaissance — Spring "93 — p.3



Talent in Soulard

KATHY BARKEY

Graphic Artist & Soulard Rehabber

What do you get when you cross

a graphic artist with a rehabber? A

Soulard star named Kathy Barkey.

Itis apparent in her work and in the

preservation of her home on South

11th Street that rehabber- Kathy and

artist-Kathy both possess the capac

ity to visualize possibilities as well

as revel in the process of creation.

plete with directions,

and penalties.

challenges

A January 17 cover

promoting an article on women

and AIDS won praise from the high

est Post echelon

In addition to the assignment with

the paper, Kathy is in demand as a

freelance artist. She has designed

promotional material for courses of

Kathy enjoys working tn her at-home studio.

To understand what graphic art

is, you only need to look around at

the magazines on the coffee table,

the books on your shelves or posters

on the walls. The coloring, typeface,

ads and illustrations are chosen and

placed by design to have a desired

effect on the viewer. If you believe,

as I did, that this was just a matter

of being handed a few photos, some

copy and a role of scotch tape, think

again. An inspired Kathy has her

own unique ideas.

Currently on assignment with

the St. Louis Post Dispatch, Kathy is

responsible for a new look to the

Sunday Magazine. She does the lay-

out and artwork for the cover story

and other feature articles. For a

piece on St. Louis street names she

took a board-game approach, com

fered by the American Red Cross

and the manuals for the courses. In

a series of six books for the organi-

zation. Kathy chose pictures: las”

trations and sometimes copy for a

fresh and lively approach to what

were formerly sterile text books.

A native of St. Louis, Kathy has

lived in Soulard for 13 years. Her

talent was evident early. When she

was seven, one of her paintings was

chosen as an entry ina children’s art

fair in Japan. Beyond the pleasure of

home projects and gardening, she

enjoys city neighborhoods with their

unique shops andethnicrestav

being with friends, and float t

When I asked Kathy wh:

like to do in the future, she r

without hesitation, “Rehab another

house!”

Soulard
Garden Cub

is Growing
In the last couple of months the

Soulard Garden Club has formed

Co-founder Carol Brayton is bu’

chartering the organization: “This

is a real garden club; there are only

r such clubs in the St

Their mission is to “help beautify

Soulard,” specifically to plant flow

ers around street trees and to plant

a flower garden along 9th Street

near Soulard Market, for starters.

The group also takes advantage of

quantity discounts on orders for

home gardens of its members.

‘The Soulard Garden Club meets

on the second and fourth Saturdays

of each month at 2:00 p.m., at the

beautiful courtyard/garden of | * Custom Picture Framing
Molly’s Bar, 816 Geyer Ave. + Needlework
(weather permitting), or in Molly's | « Shadow Boxes

Bar second floor.

Call Carol Brayton at 436-0595 or a--ae0 hosters,
3 Prints, & Post Cards

Ann Chance at 351-1771 for more pe cost carcs

information. The club has over 15 Lap eeet
members already and is seeking a ma one

more. Give it look, gardeners! ussel
771-1238

EOSIN eect mee asst

706 South 3th Street

BSB

Development

One-, two-, & three-bedroom

garden, townhouses and

© SL. Louis, Missoun * 63104

(314) 776-1811

CQ),

alley houses

Rents

$325 - $750 /month
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HISTORIC SOULARD
436-0921

Courtyard Open

Come & Enjoy
GARDEN MUSIC

Every Thursday — Tim Scott 5-7

Every Friday—Tom Hall & Alice Spencer s7
Saturday, May 8—3-7 Hot Club Canary

Saturday, May 16—3-7 City Park String Band

Saturday, May 22 — 3-7 Hot Club Canary

v



ALAN RICHARDSON
REAL ESTATE

SELLING SaULARD... (42-4097
In Soulard...because we are the only brokerage in Soulard selling
ONLY Soulard! We specialize in the neighborhood and know it intimately. Neo

Selling Soulard...because our track record is consistently the best in Soulard! So
19 Soulard homes sold in 1991. 26 homes sold in 1992, from fixer uppers to Mansions!

To 1st time buyers, relocaters, empty nesters, local renters, and more... And, in 1993

we top the deck again! As of the end of March, 8 properties sold or under contract so far...

806 Soulard — $82,500 2624 S. 11th — $139,000 820 Ann — $88,900

1852 S. 10th — $110,000 27265. 13th — $78,000 1829 S. 10th — $110,000

1017 Lafayette — $89,900 2637 S. 12th — $139,900

Listing,

Buying or

Selling in

Soulard, call

Soulard’s own

Top Realty...

ALAN

RICHARDSON

REAL ESTATE

172-4097
The Soulard Renaissance — Spring 93 — pS
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Cherokee Ca
by Robert Mazrin

Many of those residing on the south sicke

of St Louis are welkacquainted with the por

lion of the Gity’s history which Bes beneath

{heir feet The fmestone bedrock on wich the

GY was constructed & riddled with naturally

ocaumting fissures, sinkholes and caves. Most

of the accessible passages were utiized during

the nineteenth century by early brewing oper-

28ons. The yearround cool temperatures

‘were ideal for keeping beer chilled during the

lagering process.
Most of these subterranean chambers wer

abandoned during prohibition and have sub-

‘sequently been sealed or collapsed. The most

en sweets.

Cherokee is one of the larger cave systems

beneath the city. lis unique in thatithas seen

2 strange variety of occupations during its

history, as well as its prehistory. The cave was

utlized by three different breweries during the

middie and late nineteenth century, notably

the infamous Lemp family operation. Prior to

its occupation by brewers, however, most of

its passageways were filled with flood-depos-

ited mad. This mud contained the skeletal

remains of several speces of extinct mam-

mals, including the peccary, that roamed the

‘bluffs on which St. Louis now rests—that was

20,000 years ago. The bones were discovered

in the ate 1940s as a portion of the cave was

reopened as a Meramec Cavernsinspired

show cave.

During the summer of 1991, a small expe

dion visited Cherokee Cave in order to seal

ve Revisited

as the stories

> be. A short videotaped documen-

tary has been produced from footage re

corded on the visit.

passages were found to be littered with debris

left behind by recent explorers. Several known

bone fragments preserved in the mud deposits

had been stolen. Rumors of development of

the Lemp Brewery complex circulate almost

bimonthly. If any such plans do materialize,

cave (About one-fourth of its passages were

destroyed during the construction of interstate

SS}

Cherokee Cave is now completely off lim-

ts to visitors. Unfortunately, the only way to

curtail further damage to the cave and its

contents (and to avoid injury-elated litigation

that could permanently seal the passages) bas

been to deny all access requests made to

current owners of cave entrances. Hopefully,

the contents of the cave, which include an-

Gent bones, brewery architecture, and the

remains of the Lemps’ private subterranean

theater, will be preserved by recent measures.

In the meantime, if you would like to see

what the cave looks like, you may order a copy

of the 25-minute documentary by mail. The

‘cost is $20.00 plus $2.00 shipping and han-

dling Send a check to Mnemonic images, PO

Box 457, Louisiana, MO 63353.

2346 S. 13th Street

St. Louis, MO 63104

314-664-9738

The Great

Grizzly

Bear

of

Soulard

1027 Geyer at Menard

231-0444

Serving Lunch

Tue-Fri— 1lam-1:30pm

‘Specializing in Private Parties

Billy Peek: 5/1.14.15.28.29._
Soulard Blues Band 5/7.21.22..

(a) OP) ws (F)@

S
s PLANT SALE TO BENEFIT SOULARD

COMMUNITY GARDEN

The Soulard Community Garden is conducting a plant

sale on May 23 during the Soulard For Sale event. This sale

of perennials and annual bedding plants will fund projects

planned for the garden on Sth Street between Lami and

Barton

Local gardeners are invited to donate any surplus plants

from their spring divisions or seed starts. Also available will

be nursery quality plants ready for your garden.

Last year, Soulard Community Garden was awarded the

Biue Ribbon for best overall garden in the 1992 Urban

Gardening competition sponsored by Gateway To Garden-

ing Association, the Missouri Botanical Garden, and Univer-

sity Extension; and the 2nd place Operation Brightside

regional award.

Now in its second year, the garden is planting a variety

of ornamental, fruit and evergreen trees and shrubs and

installing a butterfly garden, in addition to doubling the

number of household garden beds. Plans also include brick

walks and a gazebo.

Visitors to Soulard during the Soulard For Sale event,

neighbors, gardeners, and anyone interested in seeing how

Soulard neighbors work together are invited to drop by the

garden on May 23. S
h

 )

CUMBERWORTH’S

FINE

FLOWERS:
AND

\SFTS,

© 18th & 19th century
handpainted original

Audubons

* Exotic & European designs

© — Giff fruit gourmet baskets

a
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Two New Bakeries Are Delicious Additions

to the Soulard Area
Two new bakeries have opened in the last few months in Soulard’s vicinity. They are both Ic

Boulevard, one at 9th St. and Russell in the heart of Soul

block west of the Soulard neighborhood. These two es:
both are worth mouth-watering visits.

PAN DORA BAKERY
‘Where can you find fresh fruit tarts, Irish whiskey

pound cake, maple walnut mufÏns and chocolate mur

der cookies? Near Soulard, of course —at new Pan Dora

Bakery. Newly situated on the south side of Russell

Avenue, between Mississippi and Gravois, the bakery

is named after Dora Kemoll, the grandmother of sisters

Julie Hale and Kate Berger

Kate, a former magazine editor (Golden Bread) in

Austin, Texas, joined sister Julie to start Pan Dora. Julie

initiated the business after having dreamed one day

opening her own bakery.

‘As a young mother, Julie began baking out of her

kitchen, using organic grains, which she milled fresh

with the stone mill given to her by her husband

For years she sought commercial baking equipment

at garage sales and auctions, preparing for the time she

would have her own bakery. The building in which Pan

Dora operates was rehabbed by Kate and Julie's father.

The business began by supplying caterers and res:

taurants with baked goods such as rolls, mufÏns,

ads and cakes. Julie's very first customer was the old

Tivoli Movie Theater in University City. Today's

customers include Patty Long Cafe, Brandts in Univer

sity City, and the St. Louis Art Museum Cafe.

‘One of the specialties of Pan Dora is focaccia—tradi-

tional Italian flatbread. At Pan Dora the focaccia (pro-

nounced “fo-ké-chi-a”) comes in a variety of toppings:

herb, cheese and tomato or eggplant

‘The small Italian cookies called biscotti are also a

treat worth tasting. And, the chocolate murder cookies

get their name from the three different types of choco-

late used in their preparation. 3

But the rare treat offered by the Pan Dora Bakery is

the Bakers Bread. This prize for the palate takes 36

hours to make and was developed by Julie herself. If

you enjoy the smell of fresh baked bread; if you must

have your toast with coffee in the morning; you will

lose your heart to the Bakers Bread of Pan Dora.

‘And when you stop by to sample these Soulard deli

cacies, say “hello” to Julie and Kate’s mom, Joann

Kemoll Berger—who now joins her daughters as their

biggest booster and sometimes counterperson.

Mis.

ergent c

d, and the othe’

ents have

SOULARD DELI

by Tonca Yarbrough

‘The Soulard Deli and Bakery opened Mardi Gras

weekend at 2100 S. Ninth Street. Kudos to owners Jerry

Rice and Donna Graham for their creative transforma

tion of this corner storefront to a bright and cheerful

enhancement to the neighborhood. Look for the

striped awning at the southeast corner of 9th Streetand

Russell Blvd.

The Deli offers a variety of sandwiches, salads, soft

drinks, teas and flavored coffees. Bakery items include

pastries, doughnuts and homemade bread. To the great

pleasure of this ice cream junkie, sundaes, floats and

custom-mixed ice cream treats are also on tap. Meats

and cheeses may be purchased by the ounce or the

pound, and as their menu boasts, “No sandwich too big,

no party too small.”

Jerry and Donna are not newcomers to the area. Jerry

has been a business owner and resident of Soulard

jewelry and Jerry

Breads... mufÏns...
focaccia...and

much more.

Daked fresh
daily from

scratch!

open Mon-Sat 7-6

1858 Russell

at Mississippi

715-e\e)
ie ae

since 1979. Donna moved out-of

state for a time, returned often for

a “Soulard fix,” and now lives a few

blocks from the Deli. Donna makes

a talented

woodworker. Donna bakes and

Jerry is a freelance philosopher.

lave coffee and doughnuts over

the morning paper. Pick up treats

for the ofÏce or a summer patio

supper. Stop in for lunch. Don't

miss the Soulard Deli and Bakery.

<C

“OCraRD DELL BAR
No Sandwich Too Big, No Party Too Small.

2100 South Ninth at Russell

in Historic Soulard

Real Close te Downtown

Saint Louis, MO 63104

G14) 773-1171 for

prompt take-out.

HOURS: Mon - Fri 7 am-6 pm

Sat & Sun 8 am-2 pm
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THE 67. LOUIS WASHINGTON

BLUES REORGANIZED
by Doug Harding

The St. Louis Washington Blues

was a Missouri Militia company in

St. Louis very much like the

tional Guard today. Organized in

1857, they were made up mostly of

Irish citizens of St. Louis, several

being residents of the Soulard

neighborhood. They soon became

one of the finest companies in St

Louis, but when the Civil War broke

out, they disbanded. Some went

south and joined the Confederate

Army and others joined the Union

Very few survived to return to St

Louis when the war ended.

In 1990, at John D. McGurks, a

group of Civil War living history

buffs met and reorganized the old

company. Our purpose is to edu

te ourselves and the public on

what it was like to live in St. Louis

in the 1850s and be in the militia.

We

cial spec

the military and so.

of the original company,

even using their original constitu.

tion and by-laws -d is well

represented today with several

members of the Washington Blues

living in the neighborhood

The St. Louis Washington meets

month in the St. Louis area.

drill at Foust County Park in

hesterfield, vette and Tower

Grove P: were the honor

guard in the Soulard Mardi Gras

Parade and marched in the 24th

Annual St. Patrick's Day Pi

They were awarded first place for

adult marching unit in this parade.

The next meeting of the Wash

ington Blues will be on Sunday,

May 16, from 12:00 noon to 4:00

p.m. Visitors are welcome and

membership is open to all who are

interested in the goals of the group.

cr

Sou

once

The St. Louls Washington Blues Reorganized drill team serving as honor

guard in the Soulard Mardt Gras Parade.

2001 Menard

at Allen

664-7869
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There is some debate over the

exact age of 2350 Menard Street

The “6 over 6” windows, its sim:

ple roof line, and the mortice

and tendon carpentry framing

on the interior place it in the

Federalist-style era, probably the

{Soe Ue SESS SESS ISLES!

Neighborhood Fabric; PT
by Jay Gibbs

of the brick walls had to be di

mantled and relaid, and a new

roof system built. Inside,

tique 24" wide

placed by a wider

the an.

stairs were re

“floating”

staircase, and the chopped-up

floorplan was reconfigured for

2350 Menard as rehab was beginning. Tarps form a temporary roof.

1850s. But the arch-topped win

dows and simple wood cornice

are early Victorian-era features,

more common to a slightly later

time. It seems this house is tran

sitional architecture, hence its

date of construction is difÏcult

to estimate.

What wasn’t debatable was

the unusable condition of the

shell before rehab. The

building's owners, Jack and Judy

Dyer, hired John Durnell Design

and Construction to gut rehab

the old structure into their new

home. On the exterior, over 50%

modern use. Several new win

allow in mo ht, and a new

two-car garage backs to the alley.

‘The facade has been restored

with energy-efÏcient reproduc

tion windows and the cornice

has been refurbished and

painted. This old shell has been

rendered a beautiful 2-plus bed

room, 22 bath townhouse ready

for its new residents. Kudos to

John Durnell’Design and Con

struction for this attractive

transformation.

The finishing touches being added to this new/old home.



RESTAURANT REVIEW

HARD SHELL CAFE — 9th St. & Geyer Ave.
by Carla Schild-Gibbs

During Mardi Gras season in
Soulard, just about every restaurant
and bar in the neighborhood dusts

off its cajun-style menu and starts

dishing up crawfish and jamba

‘This service is well-appreciated by

the seasonal reveling boards, but

where can St. Louisans turn year

round when a hankering for cajun

hits? Fortunately, the answer is in

our neighborhood at The Hard

Shell Cafe, adjacent to the 1860 Sa

loon at the corner of 9th and Geyer.

Our intrepid group of expert din-

ers met for a Friday dinner and en-

deavored to sample a bit of every-

Ui

{od HARD SHEL

thing on The Hard Shell Cafe menu.
Appetizers included a range of St

Louis favorites (wings, toasted ravi

oli, potato skins) and in our search

for something a bit different, we

tried the seafood nachos. Presented

with generous toppings, including

big chunks of crab and shrimp, this

prelude to dinner adds a terrific

twist to a traditional favorite.

Salads mixed a variety of crisp

vegetables, and the house pop

pyseed dressing was a favorite. The

Hard Shell Cafe purchases all of its

vegetables at Soulard Market, and

the steamed medley of vegetables

served with the dinner entrées are

testament to just how terrific really

fresh vegetables can be

We relished every bite of the

cajun dishes samples. Highest

praise came in for the shrimp

etouffe as part of the cajun

sampler, which includes red beans

nd rice (spicy!) as well as a bow] of

servec

gumbo-an excellent choice for the

cajun lover who can't quite decide

to order. Cajun-style softshell

vfish chowder

appreciative palates.

1 commendation must go

to Mindy, who ordered the All-You

can-Eat Crawfish special. This deli

cacy requires a bit of work using a

echnique best described as “bite

e tail, suck the head.” The result

ing extra spicy bite of crawfish is

lassie cajun and worth the effort

crab and a he:

we sampled included a meltn

your-mouth smoked salmon steak

special, a crispy chicken b:

andwich deemed no less th:

cellent” anda generous plate of sea

food pasta ina very tasty sauce. The

fried shrimp, featured in the

shrimp platter, could have been

cooked a bit longer, but were none

theless enjoyed.

Ofcourse, we finished off dinner

with coffee and the richest desserts

lect from the menu. The

Cream, a cheesecake

with Bailey's and chocolate crust,

disappeared almost as soon as it hit

the table. And French Chambord

cake was a dream selection for choc

olate lovers

Our waitress, Mary, handled our

large group e

seemed that way

a hint of distress when it took us

about 20 minutes to divide up the

bill. Gee, I hope the tip came out

right... If re a frequent visitor

to the Soulard neighborhood, you

may be very iar with the 1860

Saloon: rk establish
ment, afterall, But if you haven't

yet wandered into the cozy charm

of The Hard Shell, it's time you

took a few steps past the Saloon to

the Geyer Street entrance. An imag-

inative menu, relaxed atmosphere

and blazing fireplace make it a

worthwhile destination for lunch

or dinner

we could

Irish B

nd did not show

[Editor’s notes: Watch this spring and

summer as the establishment con-

structs a beer garden addition at the

rear of the Cafe. Also, KUDOS to 1860

Saloon and The Hard Shell Cafe, who

recycle all of the literally tons of glass

bottles they use monthly.]

OSI GEbSy Ob Rive IN SOULARD

436-0828

COURTYARD NOW OPEN!!!

—Additional inside seating and party room now available—

Creole Sampler M@ Seafood Platter M Jambalaya

Raspberry Chicken @ Cajun Pasta @ Shrimp Creole

Blackened Catfish M Beef Burgundy

OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11 A.M.

The Soulard Renaissance — Spring ‘93 — p.9
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SOULARD
IS

SELLING!
by Alan Richardson

The Soulard For Sale House Tour

gives the general public an opportu

nity to see why Soulard is such a

successful comeback story. Twenty-

five years ago, the area was an

urban slum, slated to be razed to

make way for industrial develop

ment—despite the fact that it was

and still is—the oldest continually

inhabited area west of the Missis

sippi.

Today, the Soulard neighbor

hood stands on its own two feet, a

federally-protected historic district

largely restored with a fascinating

range of properties. You'll see glori

ously restored Victorian mansions,

preCivil War rowhouses, Second

Empire architecture mixing in with

New Orleans-style cottages. You'll

catch glimpses of wonderful hi-tech

contemporary gut rehabs—apart

ments and homes—all framed by

pretty sidewalks. Plus, of course, the

Farmers Market and the bars, res.

taurants and corner coffee shops for

ures that give evidence of the

neighborhood's success and under

line the strength of its housing mar

ket. Let me highlight some of them

for you. For the second successive

year, Soulard was one of the—if not

‘THE-top selling city neighbor

hoods with over 30 properties sold.

Through the recession, Soulard

held its own among the best, drop.

ping on average only 10-15% in

value. This compared to parts of the

County, which saw as much as a 30%

drop before the recession leveled

out.

Results to date this year suggest

Soulard will do equally well in 1993.

As of the end of March, we had at

least 12 properties sold or under

contract. Perhaps the only thing

that will slow the numbers down

this year is the fact that the available

housing stock is decreasing! Put an

other way, there are fewer houses

for sale than there were a year ago.

Of course, if that trend continues,

demand will begin to exceed sup-

ply, and we will begin to see an

upward curve taking over in prop-

erty values.

What sort of houses have been

selling this year? Prices range from

around $70,000 to at least $140,000.

But here's an interesting note.

Agreed contracts have been close to.

listing pricing—in most cases

within 5%. I have had two full price

contracts so far! This is 50 much

better than 1992, when it was really

a most aggressive market!

What sort of people buy? I have

had contracts this year from young

Pp. 10 —Ehe Soulard Renaissance — Spring “93

which the neighborhood is re

professional first-time buyers,

newly-marrieds moving into their

first homes, relocatees from out of

state and relocatees from the

County looking for a relief from

suburban insulation and rush hour

trafÏc! People find the neighbor

hood very easy to settle into, as folk

are generally out-going, friendly

and hospitabl

most i

. The SRG, one of the

tive neighborhood groups

is a good meeting point

at its monthly socials. And on a nice

day, you only have to step out onto

idewalk to meet your neigh

What about financing? I have

sold over 50 homes in the neighbor-

hood during the last two years or so,

and we've never failed to find a

lender happy to work with us. Prop

erties under $100,000 can qualify

for the low down payment FHA pro

gram, which is approximately a 97%

loan. VA loans are also welcome in

the area, and outside of that, con

ventional loans with 5% down pay.

ments would be available on most

your credit history is relatively

good. A rough factor to figure how

much you can borrow in total credit

(including any longterm debt you

might presently have) is to multiply
your annual income by 3.

So, check out this village within a

city! You, too, can become part of a

federally designated historic dis-

trict within minutes of the Arch and

downtown—and catch the wave of

urban living on its way up! A good

place to start is the Soulard For Sale

House Tour, which takes place on

Sunday, May 25.

[Alan runs Soulard’s own realty

company, Alan Richardson Real Es-

tate and sells the neighborhood exclu-

sively.)

CURBSIDE RECYCLING

SERVICE AVAILABLE

IN SOULARD
by Jay Gibbs

There is som

spring season—the sense of reb'

and new growth, we suppose—that

reminds us of environmental con.

cerns, with Earth Day and all. Here

in Soulard you can do your part to

isfy these nobler impulses.

A volunteer group, calling itself

Soulard Valet Recycling Program

will pick up your recyclable mate

rial (a list follows) once a month at

no charge—Hey, out in the County

they have to pay for their recycling

services! Here's how it works:

On the second Saturday of each

month at 8:00 a.m., participants

have their recyclables curbside in

front of their homes, and shortly

thereafter, a motley convoy of your

ighbors driving pick-up trucks

stops, loads up your donations, and

moves on to the next stop. What

could be easier than that?

‘The pickup schedule for the re

mainder of 1993 is:

thing about the

May 8

June 12

Pi a ee
mber 11

October 9

November 13

December 11

‘The following materials are

taken and should be separated and

prepared in the following manner:

Aluminum cans... flattened

Corrugated cardboard ... flat-

tened. Only material that resembes

WWV is accepted. No fiberboard (e.g.,

cereal boxes, 12-pack cartons, etc.)

Container glass ... separated by

color (clear, brown, green)

Newsprint ... packed in paper or

plastic bags

Plastic bottles flat ed with

aps removed (soda and milk con

tainers only). It helps if soda and

milk containers are separated as

well-and BE SURE TO REMOVE

THE LIDS.

Phone books .., October and No

vember pick-ups only

‘The only “charge” for this service

is that participants are asked to as

sist at least twice a year in the

monthly pick-ups. It takes about 2

hours and you don't get dirty, and

by alternating workers this way, no

one gets burned out.

Terry Hoffman, the service's

founder, reports that only about 5%

of the SRG’s membership is now

participating in this free service.

Com’on SRG, let’s get that number

UP! Terry also reports that the haul

of materials exceeds 2,500 pounds

per month. Since its inception, this

totally volunteer group has kept

over 35,000 pounds of trash out of

landfills.

All materials are taken to the

Smurfit Recycling Company on the

near north side, where the sight of

all those bins of glass and bales of

bottles will warm the heart of every

environmentally-aware person.

‘The Smurfit Corporation pays our

intrepid group by the pound forthe

aluminum cans and the cardboard;

the money has been accumulating

for a year, and now the volunteers

plan soon to purchase and plant

either street trees or shrubs and

trees in Soulard's three “pocket”

parks.

‘The Soulard Valet Recycling Pro-

gram is always looking for more

participants. Call 664-2803 for a

brochure and to join this effective

and friendly group. Start recycling

the easy way-it helps the environ-

ment, and it helps SOULARD!

ARCELIA'S
Authentic Mexican Food of Old Mexico

Daily
Specials

3

Try Our

MARGARITAS

7:00 am - 9:00 pm — DAILY

Friday & Saturday — Open til 10:30 pm

2501 South 9th at Victor

1 Block West of Broadway (7th) in Soulard

Carry Outs — 776-5900

ose
2400 S. 12th

VINcENTS
Market

In Historic Soulard Since 1903

PO aye?

Os ve? Butcher Shop
Old Time

Fresh Cut Meats
ee a

772-4710



oo ARE bese Soe IN SOULARD? [ie aS
; = photos by Carlis Dawson & Jay Gibbs

ASPARAGUS

CHEESECAKE

PERENNIALS

BBQ Ries

Mary Lou and neighbors catch up on the local news while in that

revered Soulard tradition—stoop-sitting.

CROISSANTS

STRAWGEERRIES

Catrrisnu

CuicKkeENS

aoa
Ann and Pat check out a house for sale.

sti me santa

a =

PorTratroces

Dipierel AND Roses aT

CONTEMPORARY * RENOVATED * RESTORED

REAL MarRKetr .

1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

C/A, Fireplaces, Monitored Alarm Systems,

24HR Emergency Maintenance, Courtyards,

And MORE

M-F 8:30 to 5:00 by appointment

SAT 10:00 to 3:00 by appointment

773-6300

vVvVVY

Managed by: :
McCormack Baron Management Services, Inc.

2222 Menard in Soulard

McCormack Baron
LOCATED AT SEVENTH AND

LAFAYETTE STREETS

Tex (314) 622-4180

J Tcee
Neighbors enjoy a block party on 8th

Street. =
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THE x STARS x

OF SOULARD

by Jay Gibbs

[Editor's note: This article was writ-

ten as one chapter of the forthcoming

book Soulard Stories, which will

cover the history, architecture, and

today’s state of affairs of Soulard.

This chapter will appear in the archi-

tecture section.]

One of the most frequent ques

tions from visitors of Soulard is,

“What are those stars on the walls

for?” Though many people assume

that the stars one sees on the exteri

ors of most of Soulard’s historic

buildings are merely decorative,

this is not the case.

This wall under reconstruction

shows a familiar 5-point star and the

strap which connects tt to the roof

Joist at left.

‘The cast iron stars perform an

important structural function. Basi-

cally, they are the visible part of a

bracing system which holds the ver-

tical brick walls solidly to the hori-

zontal floors within. Each star is

French fleur-de-lis,

down. Was this a political statement?!

connected to a two-to-three foot

long iron strap, which runs through

and past the thickness of the wall;

the inner end of this strap is, in

turn, bolted to a floor joist (beam)

inside. Across the building, at the

other end of the same joist, is an-

other star and strap. Occasionally,

10-point “sunburst” star, seldom seen.

instead of straps, a long iron rod

runs clear across the building, and a

star is connected at each end of the

rod.

‘As noted previously, these old

houses were purposely constructed

to remain somewhat flexible. As the

exterior walls settled over the years,

these stars kept the walls from bulg-

ing outward and, hence, from even

tually dropping the floors they sup.

port. Far from mere ornamenta

tion, the stars were and remain a

key element in the stability and lon

eed

One of many late 19th century art

nouveau shapes.

gevity of Soulard’s old buildings.

On the other hand, the builders

of the 19th century did not overlook

any chance to add alittle form to the

function of their homes, these brac

ing systems included. The familiar

stars sported by the majority of

Soulard’s houses were the most

common braces, but even the stars

varied in size, number of points,

and style. Other very different

shapes were also manufactured.

‘The braces found on Federalist

and antebellum buildings were

usually hand wrought in the small

blacksmith shops of early St. Louis,
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NEW NEIGHBORHOOD

ORGANIZATION FORMED

by Richard Eaton

The Soulard Restoration Group

has joined the Council of Neighbor.

hood Organizations, a new organi

zation representing some 20 St

Louis neighborhoods. This new co-

alition of neighborhood asso:

tions will be registered with the

State of Missouri as a not-for-profit

corporation. The purpose of the

newly-formed council will be to fur

ther those activities which add to

the quality of life in St. Louis neigh-

borhoods by working collectively

and presenting a unified position

on those issues that affect one or

more neighborhoods. The council

will work to improve lifestyles and

living conditions, and assist elected

ofÏcials in preparing, proposing,

and passing laws or statutes benefi

cial to a community or member as

sociation

One recent example of neighbor

hoods pooling their efforts oc

curred when the Soulard Restora

tion Group, the Lafayette

Restoration Committee, th

Park Neighborhood Association,

and the Clinton Peabody Neighbor-

hood worked with city and state of.

ficials to successfully block the con

version of the old Malcolm Bliss site

into an open prison.

‘The first function sponsored by

the Council of Neighborhood Orga

nizations was successful when ap

proximately 400 people attended the

Open Mayoral Candidates Forum in

LaSalle Park last February.

wkeakn
and appear as various “S” and “X”

shapes. These shapes and their

small-scale makers were pretty

much supplanted by mass produc

tion iron foundries by the 1870s.

The same foundries which manu

factured the iron fencing, balco-

nies, and storefronts churned out

millions of the cast iron braces. The

‘shaped, followed soon by
rs, which proved most pop-mon st

ular.

*S* shape, found on Federalist

butldings.

m e

ie com

7 *

Diamond shaped cast tron brace.

Other shapes, more expensive

and therefore less common, in

cluded French fleurdedis, and vari

ous art nouveau confections near

the end of the 19th century. Pic

tured here are just a few of the vari

ety of iron braces found in the

neighborhood, and looking for

these artistic variations is an inter.

esting diversion while walking

around Soulard.

Mlen’s Garden Shop
3201 Cherokee Street

St. Louis, MO 63118

(314) 773-4146

HERBS & PERENNIALS & BEDDING PLANTS &

TREES & SHRUBS OF ALL KINDS

EVERYTHING AVAILABLE

FOR YOUR GARDENING NEEDS

® Serving our friends in Soulard for 40 years &
a



FRIVOUTY IN SOULARD

NOW OPEN
The Garden at McGurk ’s

Irish Pus &
Restaurant

12th & Russell © in Historic Soulard © 776-8309 i

Laura Daus of the SBA presents Shelter the Children’s Jim Gleason with tts

$3500 donation, raised during Soulard Mardi Gras.

* advertising © invitations + music publishing ©

jerhead © business cards * envelopes * resumes © reports © cat

computer graphics * flyers * brochures * advertisis

Lookine for music publishing « letterhead * business cards ©

OOKINS 1Or pes © resumes * reports ji

quality,

dependability
invitations ©

ing © letterhead business cards * envelopes © r

in a printing

1715 S. ELEVENTH ST.

company ST. LOUIS, MO 63104

‘ 314/241-8696

? FAX 314/241-8697

We offer Macintosh envelope
; resumes

vices.& Fax ser ane

Don’t buy any cookies from THESE “Girl Scouts"!
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Soulard Beyond 2000 Report
by Carlis Dawson

Soulard Beyond 2000 began as a

dream committee of people dedi

cated to the neighborhood and will

ing to work. These people are action

oriented and have continually

amazed me at their ability to get

things done without prodding.

Here, I will share with you some

examples of the progress which has

quickly moved us from dream to

reality:

One thousand pounds of lights

for 1993 Christmas Contest have

been received and are free for the

asking...(FREE IN 93!). They are

being separated and sorted in

basements and garages all over

Soulard,

ports progress on Soulard loop to

the Arch. Copies of the current

bicycle tour are printed and avail

able for the asking.

v Walk Tour Progress—Written

script has already been prepared

for the 12th Street Walk. It has

been refined at this time and is in

the design and layout pro

cess...more soon.

v Marketmaster Update—Sandra

Zak says, “Plans are in the works

for the Spring Cleaning and

Spruce Up, fix up and paint cam:

paign. Colors are being selected

and we may look forward to im

provements in the not too distant

future.

May Company Tour—Commu-

nity Fair Success...recently the

May Company brought approxi

mately 400 employees to St. Louis

for the purpose of relocating. 71

employees express strong inter

est in accepting the transfer and

more than 10 of these have be

come serious hunters of a

Soulard residence. Mary Hart

and Clark Rowley assisted me in

being the only St. Louis neighbor

hood represented at four of the

eight Community Fairs spon.

sored by the May Company.

—

Soulard Trolley for the May 7-8

opening of the St. Louis Con

vention Center is about to be-

come a reality, thanks to the

Soulard Business Association,

active in securing the service of

a trolley that will tie Soulard to

aR é
come!

VHorse and Buggy Rides in

Soulard—Gerry Warren is fulfill

ing a lifelong dream to have

horses and provide carriage

rides for the residents of

Soulard. He is in the process of

obtaining City clearances to li

cense the service, and I hope

you will welcome him and the

service to Soulard by taking a

ride soon. By this printing, he

should be in operation!

Ifyou would like to participate in

the Soulard Beyond 2000 commit

tee, join us by calling 664-9738 and

we will invite you to the next meet.

ing. Hard work...No pay...Great re

wards!

GLASSWORKS
Leaded and Stained Glass Windows

Original Designs and Reproductions

MITHRA

Lamps and Hangings

865-3877

Now Offering Custom Mirrors,

Tabletops and Mirror Re-Silvering

Complete Line of Hobby Supplies .

Classes Forming NOW!

HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.

Sat. 9:30-'

1304 SIDNEY
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Bown Te Lease:

Portrait of
by BF. D’Urban

Twefthstreet doesn't know

how to replace a faucet or install a

toilet; she n't tell sashes from raf.

ters or pine trees from pansies. She

replaces the furnace filter twice a

year, makes a day of it, and sha

the experience with everyone with

whom she comes into contact. An

extinguished light bulb attached to

a twelve-foot ceiling or a broken

handle on the fridge requires a sim.

ple call, and acome-hither message

of helplessness and frailty that

would make Steinem wince and

Rodham Clinton form a task force.

‘The call brings desired results, and

order is restored

She is surrounded by her favorite

things—books, cable-TV, stereo, PC,

answering machine, microwave,

and the phone numbers of every

restaurant that delivers or has take

out. Tracy is on a first-name basis

with Domino's and can exist for

three days on one order from North

Hunan. It’s a fairly self-sustained

environment.

More a product of movie mati-

nees than of television, she'd rather

be Holly Golightly than June

nae ee Maine arn
want the penthouss

Tracy aims to simplify her life.

There are no pets, for they require

care. One plant in a state of trauma

will soon die and be carried to the

dumpster under cover of darkness

lest her neighbor with the hanging

plants and window boxes discovers

her failure.

In the summer the patio is alush

rainforest, thanks to Greg Green.

thumb who lives next door; he’s the

e with the window boxes. It

also the nocturnal habitat of

Soulard’s most love-sick felines.

When it snows, Tracy doesn't deal

with it, but hops on either of the two

buses that stop at the corner and

deposit her at the door of her down-

town ofÏce building. Anyone who

has not ridden the Tower Grove or

Carondelet buses between Soulard

and downtown has not truly expe

rienced city living. But that’s an-

other story. z
Tracy likes rehabbers. After all,

some of her best friends are.

They're the ones with varnish

under their fingernails. She enjoys

their stories of floorsanders gone

berserk, putting the kid to bed in a

beer cooler, and ladders used for

stairways. There's a special place in

heaven for these people who have

preserved this bit of time and space,

she thinks—where God has gutted

and dismantled all of the buildings

and stored the pieces in hardware

stores, old-wood warehouses and

little out-of-the-way antique shops.

so that rehabbers can put them

back together.

‘or Tracy Twelfthstreet, the

a of hops is natural. Breathingaron

plaster dust is not. ATV remote can

be an extension of one’s hand but

not a pi

down th nd she prefers

hanging out to hanging wallpaper.

king pride in possession and un

ification, her plea

the finished product, not

in the doing: a book read, a paper

written, the news digested

While cocooning is comfortable,

so is the knowledge that the neigh

borhood establishments offer fa

miliarity and warmth; old friends

and new acquaintances

In the chaos of the corporate

world she does not scream at the

ringing phone, the latest chastising

memo, or the impossible deadline.

No need to retreat to the freight

elevator with padded walls, and

there’s no time for a therapeutic

walk to the Arch. She simply closes

her eyes and finds herself 12 stories

down and 18 blocks south at the

APARTMENT.

- are hundreds of renters in
joulard. Tracy Twelfthstreet is just

one of them.

CAFE & BAR

Cajun Cuisine,
Seafood, Soups and

Salads

OPEN 7 DAYS _
Live Rhythm & Blues |

‘Wednesday through Sunday

NEWBEERGARDEN |

OPENING THIS SUMMER |

231-1860
HISTORIC SOULARD

OPEN 7 DAYS



OPERATION
BRIGHTSIDE

BLITZ
Don't forget, Blitz is coming to

your neighborhood on May 8. Get

ghbors together to clean

t and alley. If you need

more information please call Oper

ation Brightside’s Blitz Hotline at

781-4556. ‘
Please remember:

* don't overload dumpsters.

* don't block dumpsters, alleys,

streets or sidewalks with large

items.

* place all large items at your

regular bulk pickup site.

* large items must be at least

four feet from your trash

dumpster or it cannot be emp.

tied.

* separate yard waste—place

grass, leaves and twigs in

“yard waste only” dumpsters

and bundle all branches

greater than two inches in di

ameter and place bundles

with bulk items.

© put car batteries, motor oil,

large appliances, and tires

next to regular bulk items at

your bulk pick-up site.

‘Trash, yard waste and bulk item

pickup will begin at 10:00 a.m.

"Please have all bulk items at your

regular bulk pick-up site by 1:00

p.m. on your Blitz Saturday.

BUFFALO BILL HOUSE

by Robert Scudieri

“In the community this house is

known as the ‘Buffalo Bill house.

‘That was one of the comments we

heard as our real e:

ked us through the nin

y house in Soulard.

n we saw the three-story

fe salesperson

th

brick home at 1826 South 8th

Street, wi ely fell in love

with it. A“ pefore its rec

lamation, the roof literally was fall

ing in. But after reconstruction, the

house's mansard roof and its hand.

some brick facade complemented

bs

vin

a bright, modern interior con

dus this would be our next

home. We would have bought the

house anyway; the connection with

the famous Buffalo Bill was just

ng on the cake

Wanting to know more about the

history of our house, my wife,

Lynn, and I went to the downtown

library and consulted the coordina

tor in the library's section on neigh-

borhoods. A very helpful man, the

coordinator pulled out books and

file folders on old St. Louis and our

new neighborhood, Soulard. We

HOME PROTECTION

$95
Protection from the leader in home sect

in METROST. LOUIS

Electro

Inte

Terrific Value!
And here’s what you get:

2 door contacts
Most entries occur through front or back doors

motion detector
Helps detect motion inside your home

r sounder
Helps alert you to intrusion

Electronic control unit with keypad
As simple to operate as your telephone

Window Stickers
‘Warns intruders before they attempt a break-in

Central Station Monitoring
24-hour Monitoring at $19.95/mo.

(Phone Connection Required)

314-621-8964

Security

Systems

discovered that early on our com.

munity was known as “French.

se of the settlers, such

oulard, who made their

homes here after fleeing the ex.

cesses of the 18th century French

Revolution. It was Antoine's wife,

Julia Soulard who, in 1838, deeded

property for a farmers’ market to

the C of St. Louis, But we found

first expedition to the library.

Fortunately, the library saves is.

sues of neighborhood newspapers.

In one of the files we found the

December 1980 issue of The Soulard

Restorationist. On the front page

was an interview by Judy Cunio-

Marquis with members of the fam:

ily whose ancestors had built our

house—Clarence and Joan Moehle

(the Moehles still own the other half

of the building—1828 South 8th).

There we learned that the building

was constructed in 1860 by Joan's

great grandfather, Michael

Frederici. We also read with delight

that Frederici’s niece, Louisa

Frederici “married Buffalo Bill

Cody, and he is believed to have

visited the home.” Well, that was a

tantalizing start—but we wanted to

know more.

As our interest in our home's

connection to Buffalo Bill grew,

we looked for books on the famous

cavalry scout, decorated 19th cen.

tury soldier and originator of THE

WILD WEST SHOW. One of the

resources we consulted was Nellie

Snyder Yost's book, Buffalo Bill

(published in 1979 by Ohio Uni-

versity Press). There we found an

account given by Louisa of how

she first met Cody:

“On May 1, 1865, Louisa

Frederici sat curled up in a big chair

in old French town, St. Louis. She

was reading a book when the chair

was violently pulled from under

her. She scrambled to her feet,

whirled, and slapped a man. Her

cousin, Will McDonald, was the

jokester, but the man she slapped in

the face was his companion, Will

Cody, whom she had never met be:

fore. Embarrassed and apologetic,

| she stammered and blushed when
they were introduced. Their court-

ship began that evening.”

Yost wrote that next spring, on

March 6, 1866, Louisa and Bill Cody

were married—in her house, in the

room with the grate fireplace!

Was this the house at 1826.26

South 8th? According to the

Restorationist article, the home orig.

inally was a four-family flat. Itis not

inconceivable that the families

lived in the same building. Who

knows? Maybe along with Bastille

Day, Mardi Gras and St. Patrick's

Day, Soulard might begin to cele-

brate a “Buffalo Bill” Day, com-

mencing with the removal of a

chair from an “unsuspecting”

young woman in 19th century garb,

who then jumps up to slap a “prank

ster” dressed in buckskin.

Wanting to know more, I called

Clarence Moehle. “Well,” he said,

“Itis known that Buffalo Bill visited

the house—but it was not Louisa’s

home, and they were not married

there.”

Certainly from the evidence the

Codys were married in a house in

Soulard. Maybe one of the readers of

the Soulard Renaissance knows

which one. The present owners of

1826 S. 8th would love to know!

[Bob and Lynn Scudieri moved to

Soulard from the suburbs of Detroit in

December of 1991.]804 Lebanon, St. Louis, MO 63104 in front of a grate fire in her home

‘The Soulard Renaissance — Spring ‘93 — p.15,

POS hie era Dy



AARP HELPS LOW-INCOME SENIORS
by Judy very

Are you a low-income senior hav.

ing trouble making ends meet? The

American Association of Retired

Persons (AARP) is here to help.

Adults 55 or older whose income

falls within certain guidelines may

be eligible for assistance from the

Senior Community Service Em

ployment Program (SCSEP). The

SCSEP was created by the Depart

ment of Labor to help those over 55

find permanent employment, ei

ther full or part-time.

Eligible clients are placed in a

non-profit of public service agency

for a limited initial assignment to

receive on-the-job training 20 hours

per week. Assignments may be of-

fered in positions ranging from ac

countant to security guard to radio

station news director. Many differ.

ent organizations are represented.

SCSEP has received requests from

Benton Pride, Catholic Education

OfÏce, various city government of-

fices, Double Helis Corp. (commu.

nity radio and TV), Shelter the Chil

dren and YEHS. Many non-profit

organizations and public service

agencies work with SCSEP, so the

range of opportunities available

can be very diverse.

training, the client is

their initial assignment, they can

Jearn new skills, update their work

history and receive help in locating

a permanent job.

Many of you recognize the red

and blue logo of the AARP. Founded

in 1958, the AARP is a non-profit

organization pledged “to better the

lives of older Americans through

service, advocacy, education and

volunteer efforts.” The group has

over 32 million members with

350,000 volunteers applying their

time and talents to community ser-

vice in the areas of voter awareness

and education, health care and

older workers’ rights.

‘The AARP also has a strong voice

in Congress. Membership in the or-

ganization offers financial plan-

ning for people 50 and over, supple-

mental group health insurance, a

prescription drug service and a

travel program. Membership also

includes a bi-monthly magazine

published by AARP, which includes

articles on impending legislation,

health care issues, and profiles of

active seniors.

‘The SCSEP’s Soulard ofÏce staff

is composed of seven permanent

employees who service up to 80 cli

ents at any one time. Jon Ford is

director of the Soulard SCSEP ofÏce

and says that all of his staff have

come to him through the program.

“Several on my staff had worked in

factories all their lives. Now one is

my secretary, one is the ofÏce pay-

roll clerk and another is a job devel

oper—all management-type jobs. So

you can see, you can teach an old

dog new tricks!” With life experi

ence can also come a wealth of edu

cation. Jon has had clients with al

most no education to those with

PhD and Master's degrees.

Talking with the staff at the

‘SEP ofÏce gives one an overview

hat our changin,

palson (can ‘tbe Tike the especially

years with Globe Drug, three in the

garment industry, stints with the

Post-Dispatch , KSD and Fabik Trac

tors. She used to walk to work «

Globe Drug, but had to quit to t

care of her ailing mother. When her

and found work in two weeks. Now

her work in employment counsel.

ing with SCSEP is “entirely differ.

ent from what I've done in the past,

difÏcult for seniors to find work in

tough economic times. But these

folks have shown that older people

can find their places in the work-

force. The staff is just a small frac-

tion of the seniors who have been

through SCSEP’s program, and

they are now working to help other

seniors find interesting, satisfying

Nannie Mitchell is proof that,
“We can change, we can grow, we

can't stay put.” She worked 23 years

in a garment factory as a machine

operator, then the factory closed.

Then she spent two years in

childcare. When she turned 55, she

was eligible for the AARP program;

now, she is an employment speci

ist, helping fit people with assign-

ments.

Even after raising four children

herself (her husband died at age 57)

and working as a secretary for 16

years, Eva Gress found that she still

couldn't afford to retire. After her

brother’s company—Ideal Fabrica-

tors—closed, she found it hard to

replace the job. Now, at 72, Eva is

the secretary for SCSEP, handling

transfers, terminations, and

paperwork with grace. She is “grate

ful for my job; it’s not easy to get

work when you're 72.”

If you wanted a definition for

versatility you could say Mercedes.

Mercedes Dickerson. She has spent

40 years in ofÏce work, from 15
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but I think it’s good to learn new

things.” She wants to go back to

school for math, English and com

puter classes.

“When I was in the

thought I was in trouble,” said Jean

Woods. Now she is payroll clerk for

SCSEP. She, too, worked ir

most of her working life. afte:

years at the Talon Zipper facto:

all phases of production, she lost

her job when the company moved

out of town, taking over 40 jobs. She

found it difÏcult to find another

production job. So she has had a

variety of jobs from “rental prop-

erty to horses.” She calls the SCSEP

“a good program.”

Betty Sides retired after 30 years

in wholesale optical and wanted to

“try something more interesting.”

A home care nurse taking care of

her sick husband told her about

AARP, and she is looking forward to

her first assignment.

Although the staff itself is com.

posed of SCSEP “graduates,” they

are just a few of the hundreds of the

seniors placed by the SCSEP in full:

time jobs that can make life more

interesting, fulfilling and easier for

someone over 55 that is/having a

difÏcult time getting by.

‘The SCSEP is located at the cor

ofÏce, 1

is 775-3315.

®
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together.

Soulard Community

Garden

PLANT SALE

Saturday, May 23
9th St. between Lami and Barton

Drop by the garden to see how
neighbors

Plant sale to fund garden

projects features perennials

and annual bedding plants.

Donate your surplus plants from

spring divisions and seed starts

to this good cause.

For more information, call

Candace Ulrich — 773-1593
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CHURCH CONCERT SLATED @ @

odist Church at 2300 Lafayette Ave

nue announces its “Kick Off The

Summer" concert to be performed photos by Carlis Dawson

June 6, 6:00 p.m. at the church. The .

concert is held yearly to showcase

the musical talents of the church's

members. Admission is free; a free

will donation helps support musi

cal activities at the church. Light

refreshments will be served begin:

5:30 p.m. For more inform

‘coleman at 664-7865

SUPPORT

OUR

LOYAL

ADVERTISERS

RECYCLE YOUR USED

FURNITURE AND APPLIANCES

The Homeless Resource Bank

needs good used furniture and ap-

plinnces. These items are distrib

uted free-of-charge to local homeless

shelters.

Donate your good reusable

items and help the homeless. Call

the Homeless Resource Bank at

2418803 to schedule a pickup or

get more information. The Home

less Resouce Bank is a program of

the Christinn Service Center inco- {Pontiac Park.
operation with the City of St. Louis.

Free Estimates

PLUMBIAGE GO, Ie. |

Specializing in: ‘ |

_ Renovation and Restoration

Sewer and Water Repairs

Selous Mo. T ||. eee Stoo WO soe
| business. Call us to arrange for a free Telephone: 314 621-8964

: ; ee acs Mek ez so
... in Historic Soulard |) eee ee ee wean :

U PJ Seregsiloiscyacuny
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TORNADOES... NOT APRETTY PAST
by Carlis Dawson

If you have ever stood as I have

and watched a funnel cloud dance

dip across the horizon, you know it

is a scary sight. Soulard suffered

from just such an event in 1896, and

by revisiting the historic event, per

haps we can prepare for this sort of

an emergency taking lessons from

the survivors of that calamity. All of

the quotations which follow were

found in souvenir books printed

soon after the storm. Now is tor

nado season. What happened 97

years ago this month can recur!

was nothing either on land or afloat

strong enough to resist the pitiless

fury of the awful wind, which at

tained a velocity of eighty miles an

hour and brought havoc, ruin and

death along with it.”

“It was shortly before five o'clock

. The highest and lowest por

tions of the city felt the force of the

tornado the most. Entering from

the Southwest it attacked first the

Compton Heights district, a thickly

populated section, with large num.

bers of very costly mansions. Then

‘Seconds before plowing through Soulard, the tornado devastated Lafayette
Looking

cyclone [tornado] which struck St

Louis and its suburb, East St. Louis,

on the afternoon of Wednesday,

May 27th. During the same fateful

half hour or less, thousands of fam

ilies were rendered homeless and

property was destroyed to the ex

tent of fifty millions, or nearly so. It

was the most disastrous storm of

modern times, and the destruction

it worked was far more appalling

than that of the Charleston earth-

quake, quoted as the most terrible

disaster in a generation. Block after

block of residence property for

miles in succession was blown to

the ground. Houses were demol

ished down to the foundations; oth-

ers were left with but fragments of

hallway, or fractions of the first-

story floor remaining. Hundreds of

miles of electric, telephone and tele-

graph wires were dashed to the

ground, adding to the damage and

wreckage, and increasing to an

alarming extent the danger to life.

‘Trees of half a century's growth

were uprooted and hurled a dis.

tance of several blocks. Heavy iron

fences were twisted as though they

were composed of a sheet of tin.

Masonry at the approach of one of

the most substantial bridges ever

constructed (Eads Bridge 1874) was

blown away, steamboats were

dashed across the river, broken in

half and the fragments hurled high

up onto the opposite banks. There

p. 18 —The @oulard Renaissance — Spring

east along Lafayette Ave. from Jefferson Ave.

fey to

; tearing down in its course

whole rows of smaller dwelling

houses, many of them occupied by

more than one family, and running

down thousands as it went. When it

struck the Mississippi River it

cleared’ the harbor of the steam-
boats and other craft, dashing them

wildly across to the Illinois shore,

breaking them into pieces and

drowning several unfortunates

who were aboard.”

“It was all over in a few minutes

and then came the blinding rain,

adding to the discomfort and suffer-

ing of the injured, and increasing

ten fold the difÏculties in the way

of the thousands of rescuers who

were speedily at work trying to re-

move wreckage and save the lives of

those who were imprisoned. The

evening and the night which fol-

lowed will be remembered as the

most wretched a large city has ever

known. For a time every street rail

in the city was tied up. Two power

houses were completely wrecked.

Scarcely twenty miles of the three

hundred in the cities’ electric road

were operable. Thousands of clerks

of both sexes were unable to reach

home. The electric light plants were

rendered unserviceable, and dark.

ness added to the horror of the situ

ation.”

“In the absence of authentic in-

formation, the wildest rumors nat

urally prevailed. Special editions of

os)

AT or huIs

G6KEAL CYCLNE

MAY 27" WIE

General path of the tornado. (The age of the reproduction affects quality.)

newspapers came out, but could

not be circulated, as many streets

were impassable and few street cars

were running.”

“In the section of the city where,

Perhaps, the relative destruction of

nd east of Tenth street, a

scene of desolation and disorder,

horrible to even contemplate, was

revealed by the daylight of Thurs

day. This district was right in the

path of the storm, and its inhabi

tants, most of them belonging to the

laboring class, rank among the

worst sufferers. Their property, in

Guang of Bretstinea) GT ner eirec! baking west ‘St. Vincent's Chureh in

most cases, did not extend beyond

scanty household furniture. Thou-

sands were rendered homeless and

practically destitute; many families

being without food until rélféved.

le. The destruction

nd children, Being essen:

oring district, this feature

of the calamity was the more'obviy

‘ous and appalling.” -

“A passenger train on the Eads

bridge had a narrow escape from

being blown into the river, and it

was only the tact of the engineer

that this calamity was averted.”

left background survived relatively intact.



When a tornado approaches, your immediate ac-

tion may mean life or death

Seek inside shelter, preferably in a tornado cellar,

underground excavation, or steel-framed or reinforced

concrete building of substantial construction. Stay away

from windows!

@ IN OFFICE BUILDINGS-—stand in an interior hallway on

a lower flower, preferably in the basement

@ INFACTORIES—when a tornado warning is received, post

a lookout. Workers should move quickly to the section of

the plant offering the greatest protection, in accordance

with advance plans

@ IN HOMES, SMALL BUILDINGS, AND VEHICLES— go to

the basement or to an interior part of the lowest level (a

closet, bathroom, or interior hall). Get under something

sturdy. Leave mobile homes or vehicles and go to a sub-

stantial structure. If there is no shelter nearby, lie flat in

the nearest ditch, ravine, or culvert and shield your head

with your hands. Do not try to outrun a tornado with your

vehicle—leave your vehicle immediately!

TM@ IN SCHOOLS—whenever possible, go to an interior hal

way on the lowest floor. Avoid auditoriums and gymnasi-

ums or other structures with wide, free-span roofs. If a

building is not of reinforced construction, go quickly to a

nearby reinforcd building or to a ravine or open ditch, and

lie flat.

@ KEEP‘LISTENING—NOAA weather radio and your radio

and television stations will broadcast the latest tornado

advisory information. Call the Weather Service only to

report a tornado. Remember: A tornado watch means

tornadoes are expected to develop. A tornado warning

means a tornado has actually been sighted.

“Broadway at Soulard Street. Soulard Market, one block west of this scene,
was similarly wrecked

PRESERVATION Join the
SOULARD RESTORATION

PLAN ON IT GROUP
Planning on restoring a house, saving a @ Bea part of the Neighborhood

landmark, reviving your neigh- Association of Historic Soulard
borhood? @ Have a voice in what happens in YOUR

Gain a wealth of : community

Be a @ Make new friendsexperience and apse

help preserve our

historic and archi-
tectural heritage Sign me up as a member of SRG

‘4 . 4 0 : & = $30 F;
Join the National 8 PL a
Trust for Historic — $12 Non Voting

Preservation and —— Si Sener
support preservation aN Ae g NAME

efforts in your com- ADDRESS

munity. alee CITY STATEZIP

Write: - Return to: Soulard Restoration Group

National Trust for P.O. Box 13312
Historic Preservation Soulard Station

Department PA St. Louis, MO 63157

1785 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. (Voting members must live in or own ness in
Washington, D.C, 20036 es i i the Soulard Historic District) fpr insioes ie
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Mary King & Associates
Specializing in Selling City Historic Peighborhoods

Soulard' Ss your house is for sale. The havea better underst

fo Y
Thanks Soulard. Gur mar

Sexvice. This allows buye
ce helps lefrom all P ittone ae 716- 6279

UNDER UNDER

CONTRACT CONTRACT

peopletr

1317 SHENANDOAH
Wonderful Victorian with be
updated systems 4 Br. 3.5 12333 S. 12TH-Hardwood
Baths $102,000 [[Floors, great Kitchen, $89,900]

Alley house in the heart of 2504 S. 12TH. 4-Family

Soulard, $74,900 Large rooms, part rehab. $69,500 | ¢

——— eS

. P UNDER

The Nines , CONTRACTt

On Compton Mijtt. Aad)

being developed in the

{4 fat ui
Sidney Compton area. 2-3 Bed:

=

rooms, hardwood floors Gaff} 2867 & 2869 Missouri

rage, Fenced yard, skylights] New gutrehab by Trout design.

gourmet kitchen, 2.5 baths, call] Victorian townhouse, with an- 3128 Illinois. Looks like miniture [f1036 Julia poo!, intimate patio,

soon and make your selections] tique iron fance. 2 bedrooms 2] = vagy | German Castle. wonderful family [free Simple townhome looks

‘on the finishing touches. baths, fenced yard. Income re: 2624S, 11TH. Great 3. | "me overlooking park. 3- Bed- Hlikeadisplay. Hardwood floors,
strictions. call for information story contemporary rehab, J £3 Baths. Newerkitchen,hard- shutters, fireplace in LaSalle

Call Richard Lohmann Call Kevin Pysz Hanging Stairs. $139,900 | “90d floors. $127,900 Park. $88,300 Call Linda

Two Se dt!

Nine homes in process of rehal

“i 3627 Utah Place $145,000
on a

1232 Sidney : Skylight over

floor high open vaulted areal

exposed brick. wood stove

large bedrooms, galley kitchen}

1204 Allen : Elegant 3 story

Soulard restoration with 4 bed-

three family Victorian rehab. rooms and 3 bathrooms. Victo-
JOne detwo bedroom units. close H sian charm & character with orig
to the market and transporta- Hy qodwork, marble F/P, wrought
tion, Call Mary King.ll °° tencing, Call Kevin Pysz,

$125,000. $115,000.

‘ow! kitchentoath. Impressiveentry

jf formal stairway. Full size thir

[ao Stun]
+: Fascinating Victorian restoration on Ripple Ri

Twelve foot ceilings and elegant bays! Three bedrooms, one ani

half baths, garage, great roof top deck potential, claw foot tub and]

beautiful stairway. This home has lots of possi

‘of the arch from the roof top deck. Located on the quiet end of small yard and off street park}
Soulard, Call Wayne Huber - $79,900. ing. One of the best Anne Wot

rehabs. Call Mary $86.5

thing 716-6279 IM 776-6279 pLGaateg 776-6279 BLN tte y 776-6279

1709 So. 8th : Heart of Soulard,


