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Though it's not on the Tour, you won't be able to miss it!

The Story Of Soulard’s Largest House:

THE BROWN/FORSTER/
SCHAEFFER MANSION

by

Jay Gibbs

fAuthor's note: I am writing (more

slowly than I'd like) a book covering

the history of the Sowlard neighbor-

hood, entitled Soulard Stories: From

Immigrants to Rehabbers, The His-
tory of An Urban Neighborhood.
This article will appear in shqm'u Te

written form as a chaprerin
(77 H fcht showid be availalle

The largest and most opulent of
the mansions, the piéce de resistance
of Soulard architecture, has to be
the big emply house on the north
wesl corner of South 13th and Lami
Streets. Vacant for 20 years, its regal
yet brooding appearance fires the
imagination. Known colloquinlly as
“The Schaeffer Mansion,” this 1o
mantic and mysterious house is a
fantasy of many Soulard rehabbers:
“When | win the lottery, I'm going

to fix up and live in that place!” So
far, this mansion awails its savior.
The house was not always so
emply. In 1874, a James Taussig
sold four hillside lots near the out-
skirts of the city of St. Louis, which
he had recently purchased from the
Thomas Allen family, to William
Brown fnrl $£3200. Brown, owner of
i r Steam Keg

» Pionee

erecling an
for himself and his family.

He sited his house on the north-
ern edge of his 100" by 142’ plot and
built it inan “L" shape (as seen from
above) with a hipped ridge roof and
wilh a door and five large windows
defining its front facade facing
Summer (later S. 13th) Street. The
facade also featured an ornate
porch running the length of the fa-
eade. The interior featured 12-foot

The hage brooding house at 2317 8. 13th Street still awaits its saviowr. Oh, the
stovies its walls could tell!

(The fascinating story of the Schaeffer Mansion continues on page 6)
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On Saturday, December 4 and Sunday, December 5, the
Soulard Re -11r1r mrm ("rnu;) will huh] its :mnual ‘Holiday
I.; Tour." | ou ‘ '
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through the tour route, discussing th ‘history of the homes
and the Soulard neighborhood in general.
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Each home on tour will be decorated for the holidays.
Moreover, there will be seasonal goodies, such as hot apple
cider, roasted chestnuts, candy canes, gingerbread men,
and cookies at each home free of charge. Homeowners will
be available to answer questions regarding the history of
each home and the area.

Additional tour highlights include a heated motor coach
ride through the world famous Anheuser-Busch holiday
light display, and Santa Claus will be on hand for compli-
mentary picture-taking in his Soulard workshop. Partici-
pants may purchase Soulard souvenirs on tour day. Tour
guests are encouraged to dress for the weather and to wear
comfortable shoes, as this is primarily a walking tour.

Tickets are $8.00 in advance or $10.00 at the door. Ad-
vance tickets may be ordered through Metrotix at 534-1111
with no service charges added. For additional information
call the Soulard Restoration Group at 621-6226. The tour
begins at Jesus Church at the corner of 12th and Victor
Streets. Tour proceeds will help the beautification projects
of the Soulard community.

The Soulard Restoration Group wishes to thank the
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc., for its continued sup-
port of our house tour program.
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It is a beautiful Indian summer, November day in Soulard.
I am writing my last “Notes from the Brick House" as Cindy
Harrison has been elected the new President. Tommy Phillips
has been elected Vice President; Sue Varner, Secretary; Nancy
Adams, Treasurer, and Richard Eaton, Bob Kraiberg, and
Kathy Siddens to the Board. I believe they will do an excellent
job leading the SRG over the next year.

On October 20, the SRG held a special meeting to decide on
an option for the Visitor Center. Option #4 was chosen, which
provides that the building will be retained, but not fully
rehabbed at the present time. The outside will be fixed up,
and the grounds will be landscaped into a park. In this way,
the site will be an attractive entrance into Soulard, and the
building will be preserved, if funds can be raised at a later
date for a complete rehab.

I want to thank those members of the Board who have
retired: Kathy Duckworth, Elaine Wright, Charles Ryburn,
Gary Siddens, and Jay Gibbs. They all have done an outstand-
ing job. I want to give a particular thanks to Jay Gibbs and his
staff for a tremendous year editing and publishing The
Soulard Renaissance. Thanks also to Gary Siddens and John
Durnell for an excellent House Tour. And who were the
tremendously overworked leaders at the VP Fair? Charles
Ryburn and Cindy Harrison. Finally, thanks to Bob Kraiberg
and Kathy Duckworth on the Crime Prevention front.

I want to say to everyone how much I have enjoyed being
President of the SRG for the last year. While maybe we
weren't flashy, I think it was a solid year of accomplishment.
The SRG remains strong both in terms of membership and
finances. My wife and I continue to love to live in Soulard,
where we have so many new and old friends!
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“The Soulard Renaissance.

The Soulard Renaissance hasa
circulation of 8,000 and is pub-
lished by the Soulard Restoration
Group.

It is distributed to Soulard res-
idents, to Soulard and St. Louis
area businesses, and to our adver-
tisers.

Call Jay Gibbs 241-3894 for ed-
itorial information. Call Jeanne
Weber 771-8428 regarding adver-
tising opportunities, rates and
schedules.

Address correspondence to:

The Soulard Renaissance
PO Box 13312

Soulard Station

St. Louis, MO 63157
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* whole city (RJM does charge, but at less than 50% of the going rate.). So,

cinteand pfmm Soulard's physical hisrory.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

It must be something in the air. In these waning days of autumn, as
winter pokes its first cold fingertips into my everyday routine, 1
experience an overwhelming mood of nostalgia; does this happen to
you? Is it something in the chilly wind which mixes falling leaves and
snow furries in the same gust? [ always get this way at this time of
year, so bear with me as I look back over this year nearly ended.

It's been a good year for Soulard. Soulard Mardi Gras and Bastille
Days went well, and the SRG’s House Tours (the lwo so far) have been
great. Soulard unfortunately lost three historic buildings to demolition
this year, bul at least ten times that many have been in the throes of
rechab at any given time, and that's not a bad ratio. Our street trees
grew like crazy this year, thanks to the soggy spring and summer, and
our neighborhood parks and greenspaces have honestly never looked
better. A variety of interesting people have moved 1o Soulard this year,
and the SRG’s Holiday House Tour December 45 is looking to be
another winner, rounding out the main events of Soulard’s journey
through 1993,

Speaking of the tour, it is the “feature presentation™ of this issue of
The Soulard Renaissance, but in addition we have history articles,
humor, serious issues, and various nods 1o the diversity of Soulard. It's
the same mix I've striven to combine in each issue of this publication
all year; hope you enjoy it.

This is my last issue as Renaissance editor. [ have come to think of
this editorship as a little like the role of an orchestral conductor,
directing the efforts of many to merge melodiously as a single yet
complex chord.

1 have appreciated your compliments and suggestions, but as | take
my bow, I must in turn acknowledge and thank those, the orchesira,
if you will, who have helped me put it together this year.

Thanks first to all the writers and photographers for The Renaissance.
Without these primary contributors, there would be no newspaper.
Thank you to copy-proofreader Nancy and 1o rough-layout man Rich-
ard, Many thanks to our adverlising sales {orce of jeanne, Mary, and
Lynn, whose smooth-running efforts allowed me to concentrate on

might say so, is the best allvalunteer newspaper/magazine in the

1 saluie you all. Thank you so much for making the editing so much

door to me for four: years without my knowlng that he is experienced
and knowledgeable in publication editing... Gosh, the subject just
never came up. You'll get to know him a lot more in the next issue of
‘The Ren issance, for now you can read of their transition from renting

~ to home-ownership in Soulard elsewhere in this issue.

‘Well, that's about it..here's where I say a fond farewell as editor o
you all. Almysvmmembnr that Seulmd or any neighborhood, is by
( 4 corpo or rigid hierarchy, but is rather more of an

luid, egalitarian, mnstnnllyon the move. Axyou appre-
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Soulard Restoration Group
Do you love living in Soulard?
Would you like to meet more of your neighbors?
. then membership in the

SOULARD RESTORATION GROUP
is for you!

The group consists of homeowners, renters and local businesses.
Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month in the school
hall at Trinity Lutheran Church, 8th & Soulard, at 7:30 p.m.




RENTERS PUT
DOWN ROOTS

by Steve McKenna

I suppose it happens to most
people sooner or later. After liv
ing our whole adult lives as rent
ers, my wife and | decided it was
time to find something more
permanent.

For four years we lived in a
two-story flat on Ninth Street,
into which we'd moved about
the time of our marriage. We
liked living in Soulard. We were
close to the market, the stadium,
and all the restaurants and
clubs. Lisa works downtown
and has a five-minute commute.
I work in the county, so that as I
drive to work and home at rush
hour, I can laugh at the people
driving on the other side of
Highway 40 at 15 miles per hour
(at best).

So, we began looking around
Soulard, going on house tours,
visiting open houses, and gener-
ally trying to get a feel for what
was available. We learned about
interest rates, closing costs,
taxes, and mortgage lender
terms like “escrow accounts.”

(I'm still not totally clear on
those, but I have a strong feeling

et . < = z
Finally came the time to start
looking for real. The landlord
was sending letters, asking if we
wanted to renew for another
year, and we didn’t. So, we called
a realtor and told him what price
range to show us and went
around to various listed houses.

We looked at rehabs and
newer construction. Many of the
rehabs we say included the
words, “With a little work this
will be really nice.” We didn't
really want that much work. We
were also living next door to a
guy who has been rehabbing his
house for ten years and expects
to be done “very soon.”

We landed in a nice nine-year
old house, an “infill house” built
in the 1980s, with insulation and
thermal windows that give us
utility bills less than we were
paying in our rather drafty flat.
We figured with a newer house
we wouldn’t need to do much
after we moved in. Wrong!!

The process of actually buying
the house was very smooth,
compared to the horror stories
I've heard from so many people.
On closing day they had only
lost one document and we had
copies of everything.

" back o,

Once we had moved in, and
most of the boxes were un-
packed (we still have several un-
opened in the basement), we
began to notice the little things
that needed doing.

I had grown up in a rehab
house in the Central West End,
built in 1905. I spent my child-
hood scraping paint or helping
my folks remove old tile, carpet
or wallpaper. Among the most
important things I ever learned
from Dad is how you can jury-rig
any job if the straightforward ap-
proach won't work. Once 1
moved into my own house, I
began to learn the value of that
education.

Several of the fence slats were
warped or broken. I replaced
them. The gate was falling apart,
and the hinges were falling off. 1
rebuilt and rehung it. The
hedges hadn’'t been trimmed
since spring. We cut them back
and ripped out one that was par-
ticularly ugly.

As I was working on the fence,
I found a buried walkway. I dug
up 200 bricks and, not wanting
to waste them, dug out and laid

out that no land in Soulard is
really cleared. Under a half-inch
of topsoil you will find every
rock, broken bottle, brick chunk
or other piece of debris from
every building that ever stood
on that site.

Inside the house, the projects
were smaller. There was no
phone jack in the living room, so
I installed one. I hung a ceiling
fan and lamp in the spare bed-
room. Wires needed to be re-
strung. Pictures needed to be
hung. The best gift I've ever got-
ten is a cordless drill and screw-
driver my parents gave me for
my birthday before we moved
in. They said I'd need it. A day
doesn’t go by that I don’t use it
for something.

As I write this, we've been in
the house for seven weeks. We
still are working on various pro-
jects, and I often rely on the ex-
perience I got as a child.

There's plenty left to do, but
we find that when you own the
house, it's worth the effort. You
can look at something you've
done and know that five years
down the road, you'll still have
the results of your work. That
makes all the difference.

Please visit and enjoy one of our speciallies:
Peppered Beef
Tenderloin Filet

i/ Cogriad Service

Peppered Pork
lenderloin

v/ Coearffe Alenyvinneaise Savece

Fresh Norwegians
Salmon
wy T evmvons Huatter THIT Sartn e

Fresh Sea Scallops

vyl emiens Rutter Garlic Savee

Grilled Chicken Breast

v/ Tenddiveer Marvvarlods

SOULARD'S UPSTAIRS
Luncheon Reservations
P'rivate Parties = Business Meetings

lreakfast

Thank you for your business
— we appreciate it!

Dan & Tim Badock

Alen's Garden hop

3201 Cherokee Street
St. Louis, MO 63118
(314) 773-4146

% CHRISTMAS TREES #
% FRESH GARLAND #
% FLORIST POINSETTIAS #

@ Serving our friends in Soulard for 40 years € \
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SOULARD
DISTRICT

CONTEMPORARY * RENOVATED * RESTORED

1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

C/A, Fireplaces, Monitored Alarm Systems,
24HR Emergency Maintenance, Courtyards,
And MORE
M-F 8:30 to 5:00 by appointment
SAT 10:00 to 3:00 by appointment

773-6300
VYVYVY

Managed by:
McCormack Baron Management Services, Inc.
2222 Menard in Soulard

McCoORrRMACK BARON
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MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS

Coarba aud Enic

Two recent additions to the
Soulard neighborhood, Eric Haob
son and Carla McDonough, live in
the 2300 block of S. 10th St. Al
though they did not plan to live in
Soulard when they moved to St.
Louis at the end of the summer
from Knoxville, Tennessee, via a
brief, 11 month layover in Spring
field, Missouri, they are pleased
with their choice. “After living in
apartments for years while working
on our doctoral degrees, we wanted

to shake off some of their frustra
lions. “We also made an appoint
ment to look at some apartments in
the area while we were down this
way."”

“Our initial attempts to find the
Soulard area itself weren’t a great
success, We ended up driving
around the area near the old City
Hospital,” says Eric. Eric and Carla
weren't overly impressed with
whal they saw. “We checked more
than once to see if the car doors

lo live in a place that wasn't parl of
the anonymous suburban sprawl.
We wanted something that could
fecl like n home,” says Carla.

Finding that place, however, did
not come easily. Having no connec-
tions in St. Louis, and knowingliltle
aboul the city in general, Carla and
Eric found apartment hunting "a
hellacious experience.”

“Essentially,” says Carla, “we had
lwo days in which to locate and se-
cure a suitable place to live thal met
our needs for space and location.
Whnt we saw were the type of mo-
notonous options to which an
apartment agency—an utterly use-
less service, I might add—directed
us: tract complexes, student aparl-
ments, lour-plexes,”

Toward the end of their second
day of searching, Carla and Eric,
acting on the advice of one of his
collengues at the St. Louis College
of Pharmacy, came to Soulard
looking [or Norton’s Cafe. They
needed a quiet meal and a chance

were locked." When they finally
crossed over into Soulard, however,
things began to look up.

“l suppose we were getting a bit
desperate by the time we ended up
looking at apartments in the neigh-
borhood,” says Eric, “but we
jumped at the second place we saw.
It had space, character, and, mosl
important, easy access to (he inter-
state system.” Since their arrival,
Carla adds they have discovered
many of the other items Soulard
ollers.

“We quickly discovered Soulard
Market—it's become part of our Sat-
urday routine—nnd the restaurants
in the area. We highly recommend
Arcelin's and the Saturday after-
noon jam session at the 9th and
Russell bar."

“An additional surprise,” says
Erie, “is the openness of the Soulard
residents. This is the first place
we'velived where we've really been
able to meet people in the neighbor-
hood fairly quickly.
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It’s nice to walk over to the Mar
ket and stop and chat with folk
going and coming. I'm beginning to
think that Jay Gibbs' claim to be
actively working on his house's fa
cade is his excuse to stand out on
the weekends and talk to everyone
who goes by on the sidewalk.”

“Because of my schedule,” says
Eric, “I've had more of a chance
than Carla to participate in activi
ties like the SRG monthly meetings
We both enjoyed helping out at the
Fall House Tour, though, and look
forward someday in the not-too-dis
tant future, lo possibly having a
house on the tour.” In the mean

time, Carla and Eric continue to ac
climate themselves to Soulard

As Carla points out, “I'm be
ginning to know the patterns of
people in the neighborhood. It
feels right to hear the children
start to make noise in the lot
across the alley when they get
home from school, and a few
hours later to see people and
their dogs emerge for late after
noon walks.” Carla and Eric are
still trying to [igure out one pat
tern, however: “Is the smell of
hops from the brewery really
s[l'nhgvl‘ on the \\'1'l'kl'llli$, or
are we just imaging that it is?”

Announcing...

RGER

e e, "v:,‘ 2100 South Ninth
GUMRD DELI &Bhﬁ’ .- J| [-RL]I-I\.l-il 3
in Historic Soulard
Fiours (314) 773-1171

Satham-2 pm
Closed Sunday

7 am-8 pm
Now serving Espresso &
Cappucino, Breads & Muffins

and Deli Sandwiches.

FAX ORDERS ARE WELCOME! — 7734333

LISTORIC SOUTARD
Louts

664-5352

Authentic, freshly prepared
Mexican food & atmosphere

Lunch Mon-Fri 11 am-3 pm
Dinner Mon-Sat 5 pm-10 pm

Christmas Party Room Available
Book Your Parties (Up to 60 People)!

2101 Menard at Russell * Historic Soulard
Finest Margaritas in St. Louis




SELLING SOULARD...
Qur office is in Soulard. We're open in Soulard EVERY week! 772.4097

In Soulard: We're a specialist neighborhood Realtor.
Selling Soulard: NO ONE HAS SOLD MORE HOMES IN SOULARD SINCE 1991!

IN SOULARD... REAL ISTATE
Soulard is our specialty! We live in Soulard.
Look at the Record:

1991 — 19 homes sold in Soulard by Alan Richardson
1992 — 26 homes sold in Soulard by Alan Richardson.
Probably the most ever sold in the neighborhood in any year by one Realtor.
1993 — SHOULD BE A NEW RECORD!
We've already sold or put under contract 26 houses in Soulard - As of the end of October!

LISTING OR BUYING IN SOULARD?
CALL THE TOP REALTORS!!

1926 Compton
4 pedroore, 2.5 baths. A cly
home wiih lots of festuesl Ifs
pense of the orginal character

2220 5.11th

cludes cusiom slate floor

and updated
calion by the

sysiema. Super io-
park. §125,900

period
cabinetry, relinshed pine lioom,
Caliomnia clossts. $110.900

in sacly 19808, two

sal-in kEchen. A three car garage
was srecled |usi monihs ago.
Outside is a good-size praale
yard. §145,000

1221 Sidney
3 sory home rEhabied BRI,

wel bar and access lo
deck Wonderful home for enter-
laining. $123.500

2322 5. 9th
Nea! as & pin 2 bedroom
Tgwnhouse an wye for his

nal trim and doors, wood buming
wiowe, galery kichen with walk in
pantry. Plenty of closets and pretty
yard. Off strent parking. 679,800

tonc detal. Exposed brick, ongh |

1417 S. 10th

Four plus bedrooms, 15 baths,
ol superbly procented. Add a lin-
Ished pasament and you have 4
full foors of superbly rehabbed
IvingIS 117,500

1232 Sidney

Great vakse on @ irendy rehab in
& nice block! Lots of lght and
surprising spacel Closala galore
and of sysiems updaled
75,900

2215 Menard

Best 4 bedroom value in Soulatdl
Tolaly rehabbed by prassnt own-
lemlhﬂlmwllﬂ Liv-
ing room with fireplace, orginal
rim, superbly equipped kichen
with mud room off 1o yard, Cov-
ered porch on 2nd foor, ON street
parking $109,800

1216 Victor
Unigue 4 bedroam home in very
prefty selting All systems updated
In the TOs wah 2 batha. Central
i inciuded. Perfect for the ciy
dwallar who loves a large yard
and wants garage space. 3-tal
garage &l rear, with additonal
parng for 4 carsl §114,000

soal
Pariing st rear off strest §125,000 |

L by od]

2318 5. 9th

1205 Sidney
Fanturas 121001 cailings, siripped
oak and walnut floors. Maiching Including ool ceck, pretty yard
and off g Inmida this
ing and dining rooma. Two sde fros sianding 3 siory there are

porches, wine cella) and thiee
bedroome with 25 batheYoull
iove e original historic detal.

§138,000

Two new
investment listings!

1035 Geyer:

5 units, partially
rehabhed. Total rents
$1,525 per month
$110,000

2020/22 Menard:
4 units partially
habbed. R:I'Il.ing

1,5 baths, I's & great
vaiua ol §104,000.

and 2 bedrooms with fufl bath on
wacond floor §104,000

51,140 per month
$94,000

In Soulard... Selling Soulard
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continued from page 1 — T HE SCHAEFFER MANSION
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radically altered in 1892,

ceilings, [ront and rear staircases at
opposite ends of a center hall, sev
eral beautiful marble fireplaces,
and other heavy Victorian era trim
and fixtures. Before the house was
even completed, Mr. Brown pur
chased two more adjacent lots in

early 1875 from the Allen family for,

$1.075.

Thus, the estate assumed its pres-
ent size, with the new house now
situated with commodious
grounds all around it. Brown soon
constructed a carriage house at the
northwest corner of his land, and
not many years after that, built the
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The house as it appeared in Compton and Dry's Pictoral History drawing in
5. The house, marked by a number “1" was brand new. Its architecture was

first of what would be many addi
tions to the house by “filling in" the
open corner of the “L", making the
house a square shape (as seen from
above). Interestingly, the address of
this house in its early years was
1401 Lami St., before the streets and
the addresses aleng them were
renumbered. i

~ The Browns lived in the house
togetheruntil Willinm died in 1890,
His widow, Mary, transferred own
ership of the house to his estate, of
which she was executor; in Febru-
ary ‘1892, she sold the entire prop-
erty to Christian Marquard Forster

and his wife, Catherine, for $15,000

C.M. Forster, manager of the Brit
ish syndicate-owned Hyde Park
Brewery, was a wealthy man, and
he quickly set about altering the
house to suit his taste and social
station. He hired an
whose plans completely trans
formed the 18-year-old house inside
and out.

architect

The whole original third story of
the house was torn off, replaced by
a tall pyramidal slate rool topped
wilth copper spires. The roof peak

was so high that a one-room {ourth

story, with its own tiny dormer win
dow, resulted. The two strect [a

“¥he manilé dates from 1874, and the
Sapedding PARE 1S oo Tto0d crm-
fention’ on'top datds fronl' 1HH
Through the doorway on the left is a

huge buflt-in mirror in the main hall,

cades of the house were artfully al
lered, using several architectural
styles.

On the front [acade, the lacy
porch was pulled down and re-
placed with a smaller but much
more massive Romanesque porch.
A whole section of front wall was
dismantled and a round turret was
grafted over the hole. The other
front windows were also recast as
Romanesque. On the south facade,
Iwo columns of bay windows were
added to bring more light inside, a
nod back to the hybrid Victorian era
styles. The wide, bracketed over-
hang of the roof was an [talianate
touch, and the triangular gable on
the south elevation is the only sig-
nificant Eastlake style architecture
in Soulard.

Inside, the transformation con-
tinued. The floors were overlaid
with parquet except the main hall-
way, which received mosaic tile.
Both of the Victorian staircases
were ripped out and replaced by
onewide, massive extravaganza, re-
plete with paneling, fretwork,

walls, beautifully hand painted.
Combination gas/electric light fix
tures were installed in the rooms,
taking advantage of the new fad of
electricity
'['I\--1{|'un|n|~;wn~|l-.'nlmnn'\.\'url-'.l-al
I'he land was raised and leveled,
held by a limestone retaining wall
topped by an ornate wrought iron
fence, imported al greal expense
from Europe. Finally, a new, much
larger carriage house was con
structed next to the original—the
carringe house was larger than
some of the nearby homes! The ar
chitect very capably combined all
these alterations into a coherent
and massive Romanesque-style cas
tle; the Forsters
impressive as any in the Compton

owned a home as

Heights subdivision or in the new
private places of the West End.
C.M. Forster's name lives on in
the initials carved into the carriage
stone located near the corner curb
of the Lami Street sidewalk. Car
riage stones were necessary for
heavily-dressed Victorian ladies to
step up into horse-drawn carriages
with dignity, aplomb, and without
publicly exposing any skin.
Sixteen years later, in March
1908, the Forsters sold the mansion
they'd created, which by then was
architecturally passé, to Frank and
Della Lind. Lind made his fortune
in the retail grocery business; it was
apparently he who buill a one-story
flat-roofed addition on the rear of
the house, completing the major al
terations to. this day.. The Linds

lived in the he

$311 1097 \
unial l:l‘\‘ Wilie i

“fhe Schaeffer Mansion™ as it appeared in 1945, when the Schaeffer family
resided there. The house looks pretty much the same today. Note the old-style street
light, the worioman apparentlyj unloading a trucl on the lower left, and the mansard
third story (since removed) of the toumhouse next door at 2311 S. 13th St.

lincrusta walls, and crystal light fix-
tures. The first floor rooms also
gained fretwork, ornamental plas-
ter ceilings, and canvas-covered

Massive oak double front doors, pro-
tected by another set of oah storm
doors. All the glass is intact!
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they moved elsewhere and began
renting out the property. For the
next 20 years the house endured as
rental apartments; one of those ten
ants in the mid-1920s was St. Louis"
City Jailer, a man by the unlikely
name of William Troll.

In 1924, Frank and Della Lind
sold (and financed) the house to
Stanley and Bella Wania, who lived
in part of the house and sublet the

remainder. During the depths of

1t Depression, h ever, the
Wanias® financial setbacks forced
m to deed the rooming b in

foreground,

ne ca 1tly see the

"0.” The 1875 car

uSse, with the

Schaelfers: First, Carl installed his
growing electrical contracting busi-
ness in the 3,000 square feet of con-
veniently located carriage houses
out back, and second, the 14-room
mansion offered adequate living
space for the burgeoning family.
Eulalia bore 17 children, one of
whom died in infancy; the other 16
kids were raised in what became
known as the “Schaeffer Mansion.”
The name has stuck to this day.

To handle such a large family,
the Schaelfers had to adopl some

1935 back 1o ils previous owners,
Frank and Della Lind. The Linds
weathered the Depression, but
Frank died in 1939 and ownership
was hence inherited via probate
ourt by Della and several nieces

and nephews. This clan finally got
together and sold the property lo
Carl and Eulalia Schaelfer for
$7,000 in June 1942,

The Schaeffer family actually
had occupied the house since 1935
as tenants of the Linds. The prop
offered two advantages to the

“cheaper by the dozen” strategies.
According to a 1949 St. Louis Post-
Dispatch article, Carl installed a
public address system inside the
house, with a different bell signal to
summon each child. He installed
industrial-size household appli
ances, and built for the kids a veri-
table playground in the yard, in-
cluding a wading pool, playhouse,
swing sets, and a walk-in doll house
for the girls.

Imagine their large grocery and
clothing bills, and imagine the po
tential chaos as nine girls and seven

Gilded fretwork and canvas-covered walls (unfortunately painted over) in the

parlor.

school a
Eulalia

Fortunate was

work! Y.
schedule

mansion and park-like yar
and tall trees. No doubt the grour
were popular with children in the
neighborhood: a green respite from
the crowded tenements and brick
courtyards nearby.

The Schaeffer family moved to
suburban Oakville in the early
1950s. Because of the number of

s going in and

the grounds daily, Carl feared
that his kids or their playmates
from the neighborhood would be
njured.

The Schaeffers subsequently

»d the

house to one of their

oan, and her new hus
Nigh. The Nighs redi
» mansion into small apart

ments, which they rented to interns

hospi

e high
tion plowed through
wl

moved his ever-grow

ing electrical

business to nearby
Sidney Street, until highway con
the site. He
moved the business again, to its

struction doomed
present site on Jefferson Avenue
just south of Gravois.

As the Soulard area’s condition
spiraled downward, good tenants
became progressively more diffi
cult for the Schaeffers to find; some
renters even began looting the
house of its ornate fixtures. After

e heavy Romanesque porch dates from 1892, as does the turret. Note the
different styles of foundation: The smooth foundation dates from 1875; the
“rounh” sections were overlaid in 1892,
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The last remaining old light fixture in the house hangs in the second parlor, or

INNSIC Yoom.

Carl died in 1969, the famity put the
old mansion up for sale, but could
find no takers for what had become
a white elephant in a seedy slum.
They finally dropped the price low
cnough, and Craig and Helen

Phagley purchased the whole estate
for $5,000 in 1971,

The Phegleys put a new slate roof
on the house and began the ardu-
ous process of rehabbing 9,000
square feet of house and outbuild-
ings. Craig bought out Helen's in-
terest in 1975 and continued the
slow rehab. He rebuilt parts of the
stone retaining wall along 13th
Street, had the entire wrought iron
fence sandblasted, repaired, and
painted—one section at a time—and
started installing modern wiring
and HVAC systems inside. Out
back, he rehabbed the old electric
business offices as an apartment,
where he lived, and converted the
larger 1890s carriage house into a
recording studio. Apparently Craig
had contacts in the music business:

Neighborhood legend has it that the
Charlie Daniels Band and other big
name musicians “jammed” in the
large, semi-soundproofed garage
space during those years.

After 12 years of renovating the
behemoth property, Mr. Phegley
had had enough, and he sold it to
Edward and Stephanie Bydalek [or
$165,000 in 1983. Ed bought the
property planning to renovate it for
commercial office space, renting to
architectural and design firms. He
got plans and rezoning approved,
but his prospective tenants balked
and walked, putting the whole proj-
ect on hold.

Since then the Bydaleks have of-
fered the property for sale, and a
steady stream of buyers have taken
a look. Some of the other proposals
of hopeful buyers for the large old
house have included: various Bed
and Breakfast ideas; conversion
back to a single-family residence (it
has only been such for about one-
half its years); a banquet/reception

Close-up of the mosaic tile floor in the main hall.
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facility; and a couple of private so
cial or professional club ideas. The
Bydaleks are also willing to con
sider joint ventures, using their ex
isting commercial space plans.

As of this writing none of these
proposed ventures has worked out
linancially, due both to the high
purchase price and to the estimated
costs of purchase and renovation.
Total costs of purchase and renova
tion of the mansion and carriage
houses would run $350,000-
$550,000, depending on how much
sweat-equity do-it-yoursell work is
included in the equation.

A walk through this grand old
mansion leaves one’s mind spin
ning with the possibilities, its po-

tential; you'd have to have a heart
of stone not to fall under the roman
tie structure’s spell. Although the
majority of Soulard’s historic
houses have already been brought
back, this grand dame of Soulard
architecture still awaits its reclama
tion. Hopefully, someone with
deep pockets—or with that lucky
lottery ticket—will arrive on the
scene and remove the “faded”
from the big house's faded gran-
deur. Until then, the dusty rooms
and darkened hallways can in
their muffled silence remember
only the long past murmurs of
business titans and the laughter of
children, the echoes of a more ele-
gant time.

T ~——aS——

A Thank You Note to the Editor

[The following thanlk you note was received from Liz Human, Executive Divector

af PAWS/STL) As you may remember,

a story appearved last issue about the

organization and its work with persons living with AIDS and HIV+ status.]

PAWS & STL

Pets Are Wonderful Support

October 26, 1993

Dear Mr. Gibbs,

For People Living With AIDS « St. Louis

Thank youvery muchsfor printing the article on PAWS/STL in your
Fall 1993 edition. The article was obviously written with a great deal
of sincerity and clearly demonstrates our mission.

Again, many thanks for your support of our work in the community.

Focusing on
customer needs.

1731 S. Broadway « 421-3200

MZRCANTIL=S
BRNK

Mambet FDIC

A GRATEFUL
WELCOME TO OUR
TWO NEW
ADVERTISERS IN THIS ISSUE:

PATTY LONG’S
NINTH ST. ABBEY
&

SOUTH BROADWAY
ATHLETIC CLUB

Please patronize them!

The Great
Grizziy
4, Bear ¥

Soulard

1027 Geyer at Menard
231-0444
Serving Lunch
Tue-Fri—11lam-1:30pm
Speclalizing in Private Partles
November 24 —THE BIG BAND
BILLY PEEK:
Nov. 26, 27; Dec. 3, 4, 17, 18
SOULARD BLUES BAND:
Dec. 10, 11




WHY DO YOUR

HOLIDAY SHOPPING

ANYWHERE ELSE?

FRUIT BASKETS, NUTS,
CLOTHING, STOCKINGS STUFFERS,
VARIETIES OF COFFEES AND TEAS,

SWEATSHIRTS, FLOWERS, HATS,
CHEESES, ANTIQUES, PURSES,
MEATS, JEWELRY, SPICES, BOOKS,
SEAFOOD, DECORATIONS, CANDY,
SEASONINGS, COOKIES, TOoYSs,
GOURMET BASKETS,
COLLECTIBLES, CAKES, KITCHEN
GADGETS, CASES OF FRUIT,
SAUSAGES, BELTS, POPCORN,
COSMETICS, TEE SHIRTS, PARTY
TRAYS, PRESERVES, FLOWERS,
HoLIDAY WREATHE, PASTA,
BREADS, PLANTS, ACCESSORIES,

PETS, GIFT CERTIFICATES
| s AND
EVERYTHING FOR
YOUR HOLIDAY
MEALS AND

ENTERTAINING!

VISIT SANTA CLAUS
FROM 10 TO 2 ON
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 & 18
AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19
PHOTOS ONLY $2.00,

LOCATED AT SEVENTH AND
LAFAYETTE STREETS
TEL (314) 622-41B0

WE'RE OPEN YEAR 'ROUND AND
EASY TO FIND. SOULARD FARMER'S
MARKET I8 LOCATED ONE MILE
SOUTH OF BUSCH STADIUM.

7 - G
spring! Well, I ki

it's not really, but it's time to start

It's almost

planning o1 ]::',1]-; Improvementls
Therefore, I'm calling a meeting of
parties interested in both Pontiac
and Soulard Parks. The meeting
will take place on Wednesday eve-
ning, December 15. It will be held
at Trinity Lutheran school, 8th and
Soulard at 7:30 p.m.

As I've mentioned before, with

the passage of the sales tax for capi
tal improvements, each ward will
be allocated a percentage of the
sales tax revenues for use in his/her

wird, The allocation for 1994 will

]

o

BRI

N

Recommended by SEDG

) FROM PHYLLIS

pasy

\ \CDMAAN \A /A
\LDERMAN 7th WARD

BALRREERY

be for only one-half a year, because
collection starts in January and the
fiscal year ends in June. Therefore,
it is estimated that the 7th Ward will
receive $88,000. That's not a lot of
money when prices for capital im
provement are being tallied

GREAT
PLACE
FOR
STEAKS!!!

AEAD

Introducing

Tucker’s Place

WEST
14282 Manchester Rd.
227-8062

&
In Historic Soulard
2117 S. 12th St.

772-5977

YOUNG

I've made an executive decision
to use the first funds for improve-
ments in Pontiae, Fox, and Soulard
Market Parks, ['ve asked the Parks
Department and the Board of Pub-
lic Service to come up with some
initial designs for improvements
and preliminary cost estimates for
those parks. These preliminary de-
signs and costs are as follow: Pon-
tiac Park, $75,180; Fox Park,
$91,000; and Soulard Market Park,
£87,000. As you can see, the funds
available are short. The only possi
ble good news is that there is a pos-
sibility of some matching funds
from the state, but there is intense
competition for those funds.

I would like to get people to-
gether to review the proposals for
Pontiac Park’'s playground and the
possibilities for Soulard Market
Park. If we can get a consensus, we
can submit an application for fund-
ing. However, we need to get as
much as possible done by the end
of January. I'm also interested in
any information or ideas that you
may have regarding other funding
sources. As you can tell from the
costs, this will not be an easily ac-
complished goal, so all creative
thoughts are needed.

I leok forward to your input.
Please tell your neighbors who may
have an interest in the parks to join
us on Wednesday, December 15. If
you are unable to attend but want
to be contacted for future meetings,
please call me at 664-5159, If you get
the machine, just leave me a mes-
sage telling me that you are inter
ested in the Soulard parks. Be sure
to include your name and address
so that I ean add you to the mailing
list.
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MITHRA
GLASSWORKS

Leaded and Stained Class Windows
Lamps and Hangings
Original Designs and Reproductions
Now Offering Custom Mirrors,
Tabletops and Mirror Re-Silvering
Complete Line of Hobby Supplies
Classes Forming NOW!

HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.
Sat. 9:30-5:00
1304 SIDNEY

865-3877

CLEMENTINES

2001 Menard
at Allen

664-7869

DRY CLEANERS

HOURS

Mon.-Fri. 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

2401 S. 11th.
Corner of 11th. and Barton
St. Louis, Mo. 63104
772-1991

Providing The Qualiry and Service you deserve

Repair & Alteration
Service Available

Seasonal Storage
Wedding Gowns Cleaned & Preserved
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

Breakfast At
Seudard’s Reslanrant

1731 S. 7th St. (at Soulard

——

Carla Gibbs
Soulard’s Restaurant is back
with a new decor and its famous

hearty breakfast. Some months
ago, Soulard’'s suffered a fire,
which seriously damaged the
rear of the building and caused
smoke damage throughout. Re-
opened in early September,
Soulard’s interior has taken on
a more contemporary feel. Its
former dark pub feeling has
been replaced with a bright
open space featuring white
walls, beveled mirrors, and for-
est green carpet. Some of the our
group missed the old wooden
booths, but all of us welcomed
the return of what is widely re-
garded as the best breakfast on
the near south side.

Soulard’s Restaurant offers
breakfast six days a week with
most entree specials at $5.00 or
under. On our early Saturday
visit, the egg casserole was fea-
tured: eggs baked fluifily with
bacon and onion, and topped
with cheddar cheese. Served
with biscuits and spicy gravy, the
special was delicious and filling.

Other featured platters in-
cluded various presentations of
poached eggs. It takes a prac-
ticed hand to poach eggs just
right, and ours were all perfect.

Street)

One variation was similar to
Eggs Benedict, served on an En-

glish muffin with cheese and
sour cream and with crisp bacon
on the side.

If you're familiar with the
Slinger, Soulard’s offers its ex-
cellent rendition of this souths-
ide favorite: poached eggs on an
English muffin with chili and
cheese on top—a real eye opener!
All of the platters with eggs are
accompanied by potatoes to
round out the meal.

Whole wheat waffles were
crisp and delicious, and pan-
cakes with strawberry compote
were also great. The compote
was a fresh and lightly sweet ac-
companiment to the pancakes.
Eggs toorder and é la carte items
are also available; a bottomless
cup of coffee is provided free
with any breakfast.

For a morning breakfast meet-
ing or a delicious way to fuel up
for a busy day, Soulard’s has a
cheerful atmosphere, prompt
service, and reasonable
prices...not to mention great
food! ¢
~ Hours for breakfast are 6:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Monday
through Friday, and 8:00-10:30
a.m. on Saturday. Lunch and
dinner are also served Monday
through Saturday.



REFLECTIONS OF 1993:
SOULARD BEYOND 2000 SOULARD INFORMATION CENTER

by Carlis Dawson
Another board term has ended

and the new board is seated in the
Soulard Restoration Group...New
appointments will be made and an
other year of progress begins. Time
has a way of slithering by...and it is
perhaps a good time to reflect on
what has been going on.

v Early in the year we set our
dreams into action and were able
to share in the opening of Amer-
ica center

v The published Soulard bicycle
path was distributed to several
loeal bicyele groups...and it will
be expanded in 1994 to go to the
south leg of the Arch and back to
Soulard.

v We negotiated to rent an infor-
mation booth at Soulard Market,
which we share with two other
neighborhood groups.

¥ We participated in the develop-
ment of a Soulard Trolley, which
ran in the month of June, making
eight stops in Soulard and down-
town.

v During the summer we had a
horse-drawn carriage service,
which will return next spring.

v We parlicipated in the formation
of a sanctioned garden club.

¥ We began negotiation of the de
velopment of a distinctive recog-
nition monument at a point on
the north entry to Soulard.

v We have an approved design for
the New Soulard Walk Tour and
the scripting is being updated at
this time.

v We participated in the first ever
“Mayor of Soulard” program and
raised $6,081.00 for the Crime Pa
trol.

v We participated in the produc
tion of the Soulard Neighbor
hood Video...the only neighbor
hood to have anything like it.
Syncopation in Soulard is spon
sored by Coca-Cola and features
many families in Soulard, as well
as the neighborhood activities
like the house tours, Bastille Day
and Mardi Gras.

v We produced the 1994 Soulard
Neighborhood Calendar—now
on sale.

Soulard Stars Program is in the
works and ready to launch in 1994
..cdetails in 1994,

We always need new talent and
help with our many diverse activi-
ties. Why not join us for the next
meeting, December 7 at 2346 S.
13th St., 6:00 p.m.

“Hard work—No pay—Great Reward!

IRish PuB &
restaurart

Book Your Holiday Party Now!

The Finest in
Traditional Iri_sh Music
12th & Russell
St. Louis, Missouri 63104
‘Phone: (314) 776-8309

R e =

WORK TO PROCEED ON

Following the October 20 vote
concerning the fate of the proposed
Soulard Information Center, some
work will be done at the site in 1994,
Work on the project had been
sinlled while the Soulard Restora
lion Group decided whether or not
lo proceed wilh the convers [
the old gas station structure i

and

neighborhood information

at 12th Street

visitors' centes nnd
Ciravois Avenue.

A clear
members could not be marshalled

majority vole of SRG
either to raze the building and cre-

ate a greenspace park, or to under-
take a capital fund drive and com

—

plete the project as it was conceived
three years ago, The SRG in the end
voted to complete various exterior
repairs on the Spanish Mission Re
vival-style structure, to secure the
siructure, and to create a green
space park around it: This was con
sidered a compromise option

Proponents of the Information
Center hope to revive the full rehab
of the building at a later date. The
SRG voted overwhelmingly against
selling the site, wishing to maintain
control of this highly visible corner
of the Soulard neighborhood. Land-
scaping should proceed in the
spring,

Avecent view of the Spanish-Mission-Revival-style former gas station, subject of
te October 20 special SRG meeting. After a two hour debate, the Group voted to
stabilize the structure and create greenspace around it.

- Ve

Awview looking southwest at 12th and Gravois. Soulard-based Landscape Archi-
tect=Paul Kjorlie—of Historic Gardens, designed in 1991 a setting that reflects
the Information Center’s historic past as a service station. Next year’s landscap-
ing will likely be simpler—just grass and trees—until further capital JSunding is

accumulated,

BSH

Development

One-, two-, & three-bedroom
garden, townhouses and

2306 Soulh 13lh Slrecl © 8L Louis, Missoun * 63104
(314) TT6-1811

O

alley houses

Rents
$325 - $750 /month
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A MONSTER OF A GOOD TIME!
Soulard Babysitting Co-op
Halloween Party News

h_‘;
Linda Hoffman

The 1993 Soulard Co-op Hal
loween party was a great suc
cess. Kathy Duckworth, Bob
Kraiberg and B.]. did a great job
planning and hosting the party.
There were many “new” fami-
lies that were discovered in our
neighborhood since the last get
together; that made it even more
enjoyable. Food and drink were
overflowing at the Duckworth/
Kraiberg mansion.

The little goblins as well as
their parents all had their fill.
Just when no one could eat an-
other bite, it was announced it
was tirne to trick-or-treat. I think
some of the parents were dread-
ing it because it was so cold, but
we couldn’t let the little spooks
down. So it was decided that
dragging along a wagon filled
with adult beverages would
make the cold trek down the
creepy streets a little more toler-

able. And 1 think it really did.

The kids didn’t notice the
cold, because they each had a
one track mind...CANDY! A
ghastly good time was had by all.

We're planning on having a
Christmas get together, so if you
are interested in finding out
more about the co-op and meet-
ing new families, give Kathy
Duckworth a call at 621-3811.

Four partiy-goers contemplating what to do next.

WHAT'S A SOCIALZ

The Missouri State Bingo Col
has numerous rules rel -

eﬁ' o

vertising. One restriction is tha

hall cannot advertise in publications. To

abide by the law but still notify the public

of a bingo;, the term “socia

to representbingo. .

o .__.,—.\.L
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has evolved

gie

I14E54-67I8

2345 5. 13h Suesi
51 Lowss MO E3104

ARCELIA'S

Try Our

MARGARITAS
7:00 am - 9:00 pm — DAILY

2501 South Sth at Victor

Carry Outs —776-5900

Authentic Mexican Food of Old Mexico

Friday & Saturday — Open til 10:30 pm

1 Block West of Broadway (71h) in Soulard

CAEE & BAR
STOP BY AFTER THE HOUSE TOUR

Open Thanksgiving &
Christmas

Featuring: Holiday Specials &
Live Entertainment

Call for details

Live Rhythm & Blues
Wednesday through Sunday

Fireplace
Missouri Wines
Jagermeéisteron TAP

1860 S. 9th Street  231-1860
HISTORIC SOULARD




South Broadway Athletic Club
2301 S. 7th at Shenandoah
776-4833

e — el . Co——

SUNDAY - 5:45 PM
Sponsor - South Broadway
Athletic Club

WEDNESDAY - 6:45 PM
Sponsor - St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church

THURSDAY - 6:30PM
Sponsor - St. Louis Amateur Boxing Association

The Soulard Rennigsance — WINTER ‘93 — page 13



¥ From One’s Man's Queer Perspective

We'’re “Dlverse” == AND

by
Rich McAfee
["FProm One Man's Queer Perspective”
may become an occasional feature in
The Soulard Renaissance. The column
will be open in terms of subject matter.
Views underscoring and celebrating
plurality in Sowlard will take priority,
Sodard is such a work of art because of
its different hues and textures. There
are many perspectives. What you read
below is one example. Assuredly, the
views expressed will not always reflect
those of The Soulard Renaissance
staff nor of The Soulard Restoration
Group.]

In 1976, the words gay and chic
were rarely used in the same sen-
tence. Had I not been “outted”
against my will that year, there is a
chance I would not have written
this column. Suffice it to say that
progress—though not enough, 1
would contend—has occurred be-
tween 1976 and 1993 regarding
civil rights for lesbians and gay
men.

In that earlier—less tolerant—era
I was one of the few gay men who
would permit media interviews
and public appearances as an
openly gay person. | had nothing to
lose. At thattime, the only local sup-
port group available was ealled
Midcontinent Life Services Corpo
ration and | was at the very top of
the list of its Speakers’ Bureau sac-
rificial lnambs. Usually my duties in-
cluded explaining “what made me
gay,” “when [ realized it," and
“wouldn’t 1 admit that the right
woman could change my sexual ori-
entation?” These masochistic exer-
cises most often oceurred in college
classes, invariably named Abmoi-
mal Psychology 201 (a real confi-
dence-booster). Got the picture?

The groups were rarely hostile,
sometimes inscensitive, but always
curious. Since I had experience in
public speaking, “working the

And here’s Harry—hindly opening the gate, so I can get in the way ﬂjﬂfuul’ ball.

At least they weren’t playing “dodge ball"—I hated that in junior high gym!

room"” was extremely important. I
found that if I could capture eye
contact and, at least, engage each
individual, people were more will-
ing to open up during Q & A.
Generally, I had a semi-canned
speech of nbout 30 minutes, after
which I would subject myself to the
class members' questions. So often
I wanted to ask one of the male
“breeders” at the back of the room
if he didn't think finding the right
man would “cure” him and “when
did he first realize he was heterosex-
ual?” But these were public rela-
tions missions, not therapeutic ven-
tures for Rich to vent his anger.
One speaking assignment I will
never forget. | was sent to a commu-
nity college in Illinois. When I ar-
rived, all class members were
seated. I began engaging them. One
woman older than median age sat
on the front row. I noticed her tape
recorder was running. This woman

A motley afternoon crew at The Front Page. Can you pick out Miss Greater St.
Louis and Brenda Leigh? Different stroles for different cowpokes in Soulard.
! i 2 : !
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was not about to be engaged. As
hard as [ tried, short of grabbing her
face and physically making her look

plause

In this class, there was no preg
nant pause of silence. Instantly, out
of nowhere, the cry was heard,
“Right on, brother!” And of all peo
ple, it was blurted from my un
engageable anathema with the tape
recorder. The phrase caught me off
guard. After all, “Right on!”
fresh in the sixties, but not heard
much in the mid to late seventies. |
regrouped and responded, “Uh, did
you wanl to say anything more

was

aboul that?”

“Yes!™ was her strong reply. “1
have been sitting here listening to
you, and you've struck a chord. I
haven't known exactly how to say it,
but you've given me the words.”

“And...?"  waited.

She took a deep breath, opened
her eyes, looked me straight in the
eye (I fantasized) and with a gut
tural coming-forth, her voice filled
the room with a phrase I'll never
forget: “I'm blind, and I'm proud!”

If nothing else good had ever
come from any of those speaking
engagements, her liberation decla-
r.:tlnnjmnl‘md ALL of them

And the kickball winners shaw the “ecstasy of victory.”

al me, I could not engage her, She
was the only exception; as a matter
of fact, I was gelting some positive
strokes from virtually everyone
else. The reception was, well, warm.

My canned conclusion included
likening the statements of pride
heard in the African-American com-
munity, i.e. *I'm Black and I'm
proud,” with those in the gay com-
munily—"1'm gay, and I'm proud.”
I'm proud not because I'm gay
(that's a given over which I had no
control). The dramatic end to my
speech was, then, “I can join my
black brothers and sisters in their
chants, except 1 can say, ‘I'm gay,

~and I'm proud!”™ I had enough

“suthen preachah” lelt in me that
my histrionics were usually good
for a nice, long pregnant pause, be-
forc polite—il not enthusiaslic—ap-

Now then—why does this story ap-
pear here, and what does it have todo
with living in Soulard? My friends, it
has everything to do with Soulard.

Diversity breeds tolerance, and
tolerance is a good trait for a com-
munity to have, I've heard it said
from our county brothers and sis-
ters, “You all are so different...so
well-rounded...so je ne sais qua...
well, so inreresting.”

We are a diverse community.
What an understatement! Our
Soulard neighbors run the gamut
in lifestyles, orientations, priorities,
interests, racial and ethnic back-
grounds, political affiliations, and
yes, even levels of tolerance. We
have yuppies. We have dumpster
divers. As SNL's Stuart Smalley
pleads, *And that's O0O000—
KAAAAY." At least it seems to be O.K.



Jim and his trusty steed rake the alleys
for “someone else's treasure, ™

in Soulard. Lesbians and gay men
can sense welcome here. More are
moving here. I was so proud to see
Mary King's ads in a recent gay-ori-
ented publication. Actually, we
make pretty good neighbors! Per
haps Queer Nation's chant, “We're

here; we're queer; get used to it,”
may never need to be chanted here!

Lest I be called “Pollyanna™—as
detestable to me as being called
“Mary” by my gay brothers—there
has been some disturbing in-fight
ing in the past. Who can forget that
horrible Valentines Day massacre
and the ensuing strife redefining
historic standards?

I'tn thankful that Soulard has sur
vived the schisms that have threat
ened it as a social community, much
the same as il survived indiscrimi-
nate development that threatened it
as a physical community in the six
ties. Cases in point: The Soulard Re-
naissance published by the SRG is
now distributed in a bastion of the
SNIA—The Hi-Way Bar; Jay Gibbs—
among many others—has done
much to bridge the social chasms,
because he knows diversity and het
erogencity are positive attributes
not to be hidden but flaunted. Orga
nizations that were rivals and acted
in nasty ways to one another have
joined in non-controversial cormmu
nity-benefiting projects. Someone
who never thought his name would
be printed in these pages (at least

NSRION'S GAFE

5

Carolyn and her “pickup” full of good-
ies. Her grandson, Justin (the world's
youngest pool pro from an earlier
issue) and her mother Eva will find
something in there to their liking.

808 GE ¥ER

I NSO WEARD

436-0828

No-not in Ballwin...Jt's hunky
Soulardian, Laryry.

positively) saw his newly renovated
house deservedly pralsed; and
amid many other examples, this
column is allowed to wriggle ils
way into The Soulard Renaissance.

Look at the pictures on these
pages

(continued on next page 16)

Party Room and Catering Now Available
Seating by our two fireplaces
Open during House Tours

FEATURING

Creole Sampler B Seafood Platter M Jambalaya

Raspberry Chicken B Cajun Pasta B Shrimp Creole
Blackened Catfish

OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11 A.M.
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completely unrelated
are visual ex
sity. Virtually e
examples

ture-taking spree took all of 20 min
utes. I didn’t have to renew my pass
port and voyage to Ballwin to pho

Diversity=SOULARD+

Look al them again! They are

except

tograph someone
didn't have to

raking leaves, |
search at all 1o find
Harry who happily opened the gate
so that | could pholograph him and
his friends in their kickball game. I
didn't venture to the Central West
End to find a gay bar and its happy
afternoon devotees. Elin and Julia

they

nples of our diver-
verywhere [ turn the
are there! The entire pic

Julia and Eliv Gonzalez inside Glez Auto Repair. You should see some of his worl!

@ PAWS/STL

Pets Are Wonderful Support
For People Living With AIDS/ARC ¢ St. Louis

Liz Human
Execulive Director
3952 S. Grand - St. Louis, MO 63118 - (314) B65-0188

% VINCENTS
. Market

In Historic Soulard Since 1903

R Oid Time
o“":&’ e

¢® ButcherShop
6‘0& Fresh Cut Meats
2400S. 12th

772-4710
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Tony and Lady on one of at least three

of their daily jaunis. I ashed Tony
they were fjoing

is his veply.

uiliere
Lady wants to go,"”

Gonzalez were happy to take a
break from their auto repair busi-
GLEZ, just back of the

ness

“Wherever

Soulard Information Center (o1
whatever it's going to be). And Lo
think, Eliu Gonzalez was nearly de
nied a business license because hi
auto repair shop might become an
eyesore

We are DIVERSE, AND we are

PROUD I'his uniqueness ol
Soulard is envied by other more ho
mogeneotl We live
in a neighborhood in which homo-
geneily does not precede commu
nality, “Sameness”™ does not precede
fellowship. We are helerogeneous,
AND we feel good about it. What a
borough we arel

May the rising tide of openness,
cultural relativism, pluralism, and
just feeling good about our differ

i communities

ences be our holiday gilt to our
selves, So—Happy Holidays! And, if
your ealendar doesn’t show Decemn
ber with any holidays in il, that's
O000-KAAAY, too.

If you have a queer perspective to
share, lel me know. Call me at 773
5651; we'll collaborate and make ew
eryone nervous. They're [rom
Soulard! They'll get over it! v

|

desklop publishing
dalabase management
mail merges

laser printing

prepress layouls
ghostwriling

Rich McAfee
773-5651

~ HAPPY HooRs MO~ 9-14M P 5-Fm

816 GEYER




Usually this column features be
fore- and after-rehab pictures of
buildings composing Soulard’s dra-
matic streetscapes. But this month,
we're doing something a little dif-
ferent by going around the corner
to take a peak at alleyhouses, those

LT PR R TR -

Ale'alleyhouses at 910 Rear and 912 Rear Hussell

Blvd., as work was beginning.

e T 8

MIITTTITII I

buildings with their main facades
facing alleys

Historically speaking, the raison
d’etre for alleyhouses was eco
nomic. After the typical European
immigrant had finally purchased
an empty lot in 19th century St.

The same pair with rehab work well underway. 910
Rear Russell needed a brand new roaf system.

T

CUMBERWORTH S

# Come visit our Christrnas
showrooms

# Mouthblown Christopher
Radko ornaments

# Mouthblown Old World
Christrnas ornaments

FINE
FLOWERS
AND

GIFTS

L

ORIC LAFAYETTE SQUARE Amaricon Express)
Mostercord|
WM tmm? mmam tevcord

cost al

(the land frequently
the buildings to be
not exactly
Mush with cash, and thereflore was
not in a position to build much of a

Louis
most as much as

built upon it), he was

tructure right away. He would
want both to live on his new prop

nd stop paying rent to some

'aﬁeelse)nnd to collect rent on lus

new property (by renting rooms to
the hoards of new immigrants ar-
riving daily). On the other hand, he
would not want to waste his precious
small slice of street frontage on a
cheap, quickly-put-up tenement (all
he could afford in the short run).

The answer to these limitations
was to build a relatively inexpen-
sive, staid structure, facing the
alley, first. Later, after collecting
rents and saving his dimes, the im-
migrant could build a larger, sec
ond structure facing the street,
embellished with fancier brick,
woodwork, windows, cornices,
rooflines, and other trendy features
to display his good taste. An open
courtyard separated the front and
rear buildings.

The homely alleyhouses were
usually kept therealter as income
property, but in general were con-
sidered less desirable places to live
than streethouses. There were once
so many alley houses that alleys
were considered secondary streets,
bul as their soft brick and other
inexpensive materials aged over
the decades, many alleyhouses
were unceremoniously removed,
while others were used and abused
until they were on the verge of col-
lapse. For these reasons today’s
Soulard boasts only about one-fourth
of the alleyhouses it once had.

A glance at the 1875 Compton and
Iy drawing of St Louis shows a
Soulard neighborhood thick with

buildings, with two or even three

residential structures jammed onto
each lot. Old census records tell us
that Soulard once housed 60,000
people, 15 times as many warm bod-
ies as today!!! Soulard’s remaining
alleyhouses are a physical re
of that density, a density
today’s living stan

minder
incredible by

dards, but a reality less than a cen
tury ago.

The buildings at 910 Rear and
912 Rear Russell Blvd. are good ex
amples of the alleyhouse phenome-

The finished alley rowhouses (as well as their street-
Jronting counterparts) are fully occupied again.

on. These two alley rowhouses
were  built umuluneous.ly {and
thereby more cheaply) and share a
firewall and chimneys. They are
mirror images of each other except
that 910R is about six inches lower
than 912R, reflecting the sloping
land. The two buildings on the
fronts of these lots, at 910912 Rus-
sell, were built slightly later and are
much fancier, twin freestanding
townhouses, featuring mansard
roofs and other Second Empire
style embellishment. All four build-
ings on this doublelot were occu-
pied rental properties until just a
few years ago, and hence were not
in too-bad shape.

All four buildings were rehabbed
in the spring and summer of this
year by BSB Development. The two
front townhouses were completely
sound, but the two alley rowhouses,
especially 910 Rear Russell Blvd.,
required some structural work. The
four buildings originally housed a
total of eight apartment flats. After
rehab, the complex holds just four
units: one luxury townhouse apart-
ment in each building, here again
reflecting the lower-density living
standard expectations of
Soulardians today.

This alleyhouse story ends hap-
pily. All four buildings on this dou-
ble lot were saved: four less shells,
four more rehabbed, occupied
structures with historically accu-
rate exteriors. Kudos to BSB Devel-
opment for yet another successful
Soulard transformation.
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