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Great Neighbors Are the KEY
A Friend in Need... is a Neighbor

by Michele Easches

into impossible situations. The kind of things

that people talk about on “Oprah” and

“Rescue 911”. By far, my biggest talent has to do

with keys - locking them in places I'm not or lock-

ing them out of places I am or just plain losing

them at really inconvenient times.

A friend, her son, my three kids and I went to breakfast one morn-

ing. We pt up in front of a dii a

[r= this wonderful talent for getting myself

1g of mine. Nevertheless,
there we rota swith four children under the age of four who were real-
ly hungry. So we went in and had a nice breakfast. First things first.

With the kids all fed the only matter left unattended was how to get

home. Well, we could walk. It was only a few blocks away. But, that

left the question of how to get in my house once we got there. And my

youngest (then a small baby) was going to need a bottle really soon,

which was, of course, in my house. As we pondered our dilemma, a

neighbor drove by and had poor enough timing to slow down and ask,

“Hey, how's it going?” I replied with a minor profanity. All was quickly

put to rights as, without a second thought to his own schedule, he

drove me to my husband's ofÏce for spare keys while my friend walked

the kids home. A happy ending, a good neighbor.

Then there was the time I drove the play group. We had a terrific

time. The kids played at open gym at the YMCA, the Moms gabbed and

played along; everyone built up a good appetite. Being a group of hun-

Sry Moms with a bigger group of hungry kids, the next logical stop

was the St. Louis Bread Company. After herding our group in and set-

tling down to a lovely late morning snack, a thought struck me. “Oh

God! Keys!” Of course, there were no keys anywhere in the Bread
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Company that would open my car. Funny thing was though,

T couldn't see them in the car either. (By now I had AAA.)

This time it was too far to walk. So I called a neighbor.

Without hesitation she gathered up her own two kids,

drove to my husband's ofÏce, got the spare keys, drove to

the Bread Company, and rescued me. A happy ending, a

good neighbor. Never did find those keys.

Tonight we had a different twist on the key story. After

ighbor and her son came over to yi e kidsdinr

i este

day. We stepped out back to pani my husband's atest yard project
and all the kids followed. After touring the yard (which takes all of

three minutes) we headed back in. You guessed it. The back door was

locked. The front door was locked. All of the kids had not followed us

into the yard. My youngest (now a year and a half) was inside, scream-
ing. I spent the next forty minutes trying in vain to have her push my

keys through the mail slot in the front door. They were right there on

the table by the door. About this time a different neighbor had the mis-

fortune of stopping by. She had intended to do a good deed by return-

ing my dog who had escaped out the back gate while I yelled in the

front door, while the baby screamed inside, while my son screamed



Notes
from the

Brick

House:
tt by Cindy Harrison

lhe establishment of Soulard as a Special Business District for

the purpose of enhancing our safety patrol was overwhelm-

ingly supported by a nearly 4 to 1 vote on August 2. Thanks go to

everyone who participated in the effort. Your hard work and dili-

gence will help keep Soulard a great place to live and work.

Our booth at the V.P. Fair was a success. Thanks to all of you
who volunteered. We haven't gotten a final total yet but it looks

like a banner year. There will be a party on September 11 for all of
you who worked. Thanks again!

It’s hard to imagine that summer is coming to a close and that

fall is at hand. And with that, fall cleaning (some people do it in

the spring). We will be participating in the Anheuser Busch flea
market on September 18, so during that cleaning frenzy if you

find any treasures that you would like to donate, please contact

Gerry Dawson, 664-9738, or Carol Mark, 664-7927.

The other thing that goes along with Fall is the annual mem-

bership picnic. The picnic is scheduled for the afternoon of

| [ TER FROM THE EDITOR

by Steve McKenna

Ae weeks ago, I returned home from work one afternoon to

find a message on my answering machine from the St. Louis

Police Department. They had recovered my stolen license plates,

and I could come down to the Area 1 substation and pick them up

any time. Since I hadn't noticed that they were missing, this

came as something of a surprise. My first thought, especially

given the location of the station that had them, was that they had

been stolen from behind my house, and here was another Soulard

crime. I did find that rather odd, since I park with the front of my

truck in a hedge, and someone would have gotten rather

scratched trying to remove the front plate.

When I got to the police station, I discovered that I was dead

wrong. The vehicle the plates were found on was stolen on

Lindbergh Boulevard in Frontenac the previous afternoon, while

my truck was parked at my ofÏce, on Lindbergh in Creve Coeur a

few miles up the street. Maybe we are so accustomed to hearing

people talk about crime in the city that we forget that crimes are

committed every day in the county, too. The only reason that the

plates ended up at the Area 1 station was that they were recovered

in the Carondelet area.

In fact, the crime rate has been steadily dropping in Soulard

the last few years, while it has been rising just about everywhere

else in the city and county. In large part this has been due to the
Sunday, September 18, (it’s going to be a busy day). Activities are

being planned for the whole family so mark you calendar and be

there. If you would like to help with the picnic contact Jeanne

Weber, 771-8428.

If you haven't taken a walk by Market Park lately you should.

The park is looking great. Thanks to all of you who have planted,

spread mulch, weeded and watered. In fact anyone can get in on

the fun. Join some of your neighbors on Thursday evenings for

park watering and partying. If you would like to join the bucket

brigade, contact Richard Eaton, 664-4460.

active involvement of residents and business owners in various

Programs, most notably the Neighborhood Watch and Block

Captain Program, the volunteer, mobile patrol, ens the Soulard

Off-duty Patrol.

As you probably know by now, on August 2nd we passed a spe-

cial taxing district to provide long-term funding for the Off-duty

Patrol. This does not mean that we should relax our efforts in any

of the other areas. It is the combination of all of these efforts that

has led to the increased safety for all of us who live, work or

patronize businesses here. Let’s keep it up.

Another point to be aware of is that we will not actually see any

of the money from the taxing district until late January or

February of 1995. We need to continue the efforts to keep the

program funded until then. Most notable are the Mayor's and

Sheriff's races in Soulard. You can also still buy the “Soulard - the

City” bumper stickers. Every dime raised from these programs

will go to fund the Off-duty patrol. For more information on

either one call Carlis Dawson at 664-9738.
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Letter to the Editor: &

I just wanted to take the time to thank Rich McAfee

for three and a half years of service toward the produc-

tion of the Soulard Renaissance.

I am certain that the readers of the Renaissance

would agree that Rich did a superb job putting the paper

together. Getting the Renaissance ready for print is no

easy task. It requires a significant amount of expertise

and time.

The people submitting articles for the paper are ideal-

ly supposed to get them to the editor thirty days before it

goes to print. That rarely happened. The editor in turn,

would get the ads and articles to him to work his magic

on. The last issue that Rich did produce was a rushed

one to say the least. He finally got all of the ads and arti-

cles a mere 48 hours before the Renaissance was sup-

posed to go to print. But Rich came through despite his

illness because he had a job to do and he did it.

Tam certain that the words “Thank You” were not

mentioned in the last issue of the Renaissance was a

complete oversight. I know many of the paper’s readers

appreciate Rich’s dedication and wish him well.

Linda Hoffman

A Different Kind of

Oktoberfest for Soulard
by Carlis Dawson

Ever been to a yard sale?

Ever been to a big yard sale?

Ever been to a really big yard sale?

Ever been to a neighborhood-wide yard

& sidewalk sale?

WELL, Y'ALL COME!!!

? Saturday, October 8, 1994

What else........22227222?22?

All Businesses and Residents are invited to sell their wares

on their sidewalks in front of their business or home.

Oompah Bands will be strolling.

Beer, brats, and more will be available,

featuring imported beers and micro-brewery beers.

Sponsored by Signature Beers, St. Louis Beer Sales & Griesedieck.

N@RIONS CAFE
8L018IG EY E Re IN SOULARD

314.436.0828

e Party room & catering now available

© Courtyard Open e

FEATURING:

Creole Sampler ¢ Grilled Salmon © Jambalaya

Raspberry Chicken ¢ Cajun Pasta ¢ Shrimp Creole

Blackened Catfish

OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11 A.M.

Fall 1994 - The Soulard Renaissance -page 3



SRG Membership Picnic
September 18, 1994

Free Estimates

Blbk DYE!

PLUMBING GO, Ici.
2 here will be ple

include a water balloon tos:

S! rel races and tug: war. Av

‘ net will be set up for those feeling really energetic! There will be door5 recializi im i Selo[eee prizes and game prizes available for adults and children, but you must

Renovation and Restoration | ve present to win!
.: Please bring your favorite appetizer, salad or dessert to share as well

Sewer and Water Repairs e/a icooles ofiyour favorite beverazes and somelcomfcrtable lawa
chairs. We'll plan to eat after 4:00 pm.

The Membership/Special Events Committee GRATEFULLY

ACKNOWLEDGES the following for donations of prizes:

(/6- 1 500 Arcelia’s Restaurant Lady Bug Pest Control
Cumberworth’s Marion's 1860s Hard Shell Cafe

David's Design Salon Mithra Glassworks

Edele and Mertz Hardware Norton’s

The Framery Soulard Dry Cleaners
1819 Lynch Cindy Harrison Tuckers

St. Louis, Mo.
Those planning to attend this fun-filled event should call Jeanne

Weber at 771-8428 by Wednesday, September 14th to RSVP and to

. . receive a map to the picnic site if you did not ré e one at the last

. . in Historic Soulard rat 4 ae PSSRG meeting. Also, please call if you are interested in helping with

J the games or sharing your talents as a master chef at the grill or for

more information. See you at the picnic on the 18th!!

Looking for qualityEmmons SUE SOE Pe
service, style &

Auto Body, Inc. dependability
2230 Gravois | : cope
St. Louis, MO im a@ printing
772-4604 2 .€ letterhead © business|

c ompany os is ® catalogs © typesetting 4
REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS brochures © advertising © invitations »

25 YEARS SAME LOCATION Re a

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE ON FOREIGN CARS ) | \ ( () \ iy R |Te an
SMALL DENT REPAIR bs © adver:

MAJOR COLLISION WORK ss cards »|

DOOR LOCKS & HANDLES REPAIRED on
thead ©

PLUS esumes © rej ‘aphics ©
HINGES, ELECTRIC WINDOWS AND brochures © clvertisiag ©. invitations © music ic publishing * letterhead

WINDOW REGULATIONS business cards © envelones © resumes © revorts © catalous. © typeset

INSURANCE-FRIENDLY ing) 1715 $. ELEVENTH ST. © ST. LOUIS, MO 63104 {i
(Potential savings on your deductible and letter 314/241-8696 © 314/241-8697 FAX

Faster settlements on claims) jogs, © —
usicp We ee Macintosh & Fax services.

CALL JOHN —772-4604 report tising}
invitations ¢ music publishing © letterhead © business cards ¢

nvelopes ® resumes © Feports ¢ catalogs, © typesettingse etc.= = a 4
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THANK YOU SOULARD
For Giving Us A

BANNEK YEAR!
Last year we sold or placed under contract 31 Houses in Soulard! - Our 3" successive year as members of the million

dollar and multi-million dollar club. 18 of those houses sold for over $100,000!

This year we have 20 houses sold or under contract - it's only August!! The average selling price? ...$109,000!

Pat, Alex, Linda and myself wanted to take another opportunity to say “Thank You” for the confidence you’ ve shown

in us. We are Jn Soulard... and we continue to Sell Soulard!

We sell in the City - We can help you find your dream house: city or county!

LISTING OR BUYING IN SOULARD?

CALL SOULARD’S TOP REALTORS!

Cnws.ue > en racine 1221 Sydney ace
$119,000$135,000 $125,000 $119,900 $104,000

902 Russel 2322S. 9% 1232 Sydney _ Ce 2355S. 11"
$87,000 $78,000 $71,500 $58,500 $149,000

(04 Shenandoal 2624 S. 12" 1728S. 8* 1226 Russel in =A
$79,500 $61,500 $255,000 $50,000 $37,500

2204S. 11" ae 1909S, 8* ie Faure
$120,000 $147,000 $105,000 $170,000 $93,000

ALAN RICHARDSON
Real Estate

2120S. 1lth-St.Louis 772-4097

——eEyyyEEE———————E

In Soulard...Selling Soulard... In Soulard...Selling Soulard
Fall 1994 - The Soulard Renaissance -page 5



ARCELIA'S
Authentic Mexican Food of Old Mexico

Try Our

MARGARITAS

7:00 am - 9:00 pm — DAILY

Friday & Saturday — Open til 10:30 pm

2501 South Sth at Victor

1 Block West of Broadway (7th) in Soulard

Carry Outs — 776-5900

908 Morrison

This tastefully renovated home

has many updates to offer while

preserving it's character with a

blend of antique brick and wood.

3 bedrooms, living & dining

rooms with fireplaces, 2 car

garage, deck, fenced yard,

alarm system. $93,000

‘Sandy Droste

ReMax Metro

894-8775

+ Custom Picture Framing

+ Needlework

+ Shadow Boxes

:-.also Posters,
Prints, & Post Cards

2005 Menard Street, for years a boarded up

shell.

Renovation work underway. The slate roof

was saved.

he two buildings at 2005 Menard Street were most

likely built in the 1870's. the front townhouse (pic

tured here) as a two-family, and the rear building as a

The architecture of the front building

| and narrow, and

four-family

s, talemphasizes its vertical a:

appears to have been designed to mimic the corner

buildings next door. Window height and placement,

the brick cornice, and the dressed stone foundation

closely match those of Clementine’s bar next door;

only the mansarded slate roof gives this townhouse its

separate identity. The alleyhouse building at 2005

Rear Menard Street was built in a typical four-flat con-

figuration, spanning the entire width of the lot.

The rehabilitation of both houses was recently com-

pleted by BSB Development, whose good work has

been featured in this column a number of times. The

front townhouse features one huge luxury apartment,

and the rear structure houses three more units. A

friendly patio/courtyard between the front and rear

structures replaces the weeds formerly gracing that

space. The popularity of BSB’s apartments continues:

these units were spoken for before the rehab was even

finished! Kudos to BSB Development, now in the

throes of renovating three contiguous rowhouses a

few doors south in the same block. ‘

2005 Menard is now an attractive addition to

the streetscape. Looking good!



Soulard Market Offers
Free Saturday Morning

Children’s Art Program
from the Soulard Market

While parents are busy shopping at Soulard

Market, their children, ages 6

through 12, are invited to

join a free Saturday Morning

Art Program from 9 am to 12

noon, sponsored by the St.

| ZtSQULARD-
Louis Renaissance Project. a |
non-profit arts organization.

CAFE & BAR

The program will begin on September 17th and run for four

consecutive Saturdays through October 8th at Soulard Market SA Ue 0 ¢ i TH
Pavilion at the.Lafayette Street entrance. The Soulard Market FEATURING:

Saturday Morning Art Program will provide St. Louis area chil- Live Music w/ Soul Reunion |

dren creative opportunities under the direction of professional

artists and art educators. Parents are encouraged to sign in their
00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.

children any time between 9 am and 12 noon and then conve- Outdoor Booths
niently pick them up after completing their shopping at the German Food Specials |

cathe : a; , ‘ Micro Beer Tasting |
The St. Louis Renaissance Project at Soulard Market will see tive Music w/. |

deliver a community strategy involving area children designing hee

and implementing painted plywood panels to be installed as win- er Pp me ae Bard
dow decor for boarded up buildings. 3 pee :

‘The “Story Board Houses” concept was created by artist Uriel Courtyard Open
Starbuck, founder of the Renaissance Project. “It is a team

approach that involves a storyteller and two or more graphic

| hard, intense effort, sheets of plywood become vivid paintings Ka Sy atdepicting the creative images of the children.” A WZ,
Neighborhood committees will select the order of the houses

a Aein their area that the group would like to see receive the festive “wy,

treatment. Neighborhood children will join Soulard Market chil- |

dren in the fun of storytelling and painting pictures on the ply- We Sees | Testaurant/catering

wood panels. The measuring, cutting, priming and eventual Tear F———F_ 1808 s. ninth street
installation will become part of the inner-city youth training pro- Tuefri, Vom-1:30pm in historic soulard

grams such as YouthBuild-St. Louis, Inc. eee st. louis, mo 63104
The concept for “Story Board Houses” has already been tested SONNY BILLY PEEK 314.621 “9598

in North St. Louis where it successfully combined artists, chil- quonpsons sett ver = b 314.621-6329 fax
dren and neighborhoods working together to enhance the self- une | cae | psoas Bete
esteem and the general enjoyment of all participating children. September 23. BLUES BAND. | reservationsFor more information about the free Saturday Morning <a MUSIC! pores el, available for
Children's Art Program, contact Soulard Market at 622-4180. Die ee private parties

7 5 ero

Tutertons
Painting Contractor EDELE & MERTZ

Lornett M. Gaines HARDWARE

2106 Thelma Drive 1822 South Broadway

Bel-Ridge, MO 63121 St. Louis, MO 63104

314-428-4287 jaaosirdisel
John Edele Ed (Cork) Woelm

Fall 1994 - The Soulard Renaissance -page 7



Soulard Artist Spotlighted at

Shaw’s Garden

“Eleanor II” by Hans Droog

Local Soulard artist Hans Droog will be having a one-man

show of his new paintings from now through October 10 at the

Missouri Botanical Garden (Shaw’s Garden), at 4344 Shaw

Boulevard, between Kingshighway and Vandeventer.

The show is in conjunction with the Garden's “Best of

Missouri Market” festival on Sunday, October 9th.

For more information, call Hans Droog at 436-3626 or the

Garden at 5’ 100.

outside, while my daughte
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continued from page 1

led thinking the whole scene very

humorot eryone who v nted in, everyone who was in

wanted out. Between my two neighbors, who were able to enter their

homes, we came up with a 1g made of cc rangers, duct tape, and

a broom that finally fit through the mail slot and snagged the keys.

Another happy ending, a couple more good neighbors.

All of my predicaments are not limited to keys however. The kids

and I were heading out for an after dinner walk one night while my

husband was working. All was going well until I had to run back in for

my oldest daughter's shoes. The front door stuck so I pushed. Don't

ever push on the glass in your front door. My hand went straight

through. There ensued the scariest combination of broken glass,

blood and children ever seen. Once I determined the blood was all

mine, I was much better. This left me with three very scared children,

a husband at work, no car and a need for some immediate medical

attention. So I called a neighbor. She rushed her own children to my

house and tended to my kids while her husband ambulanced me to

the emergency room. While I waited three hours to find out I had not

sliced a vein open, and only needed cleaning up and a bandage, an

amazing thing happened at my house. A second neighbor came over

to board up my broken window. Somehow all the broken glass disap-

peared. A third neighbor appeared to help put my kids to bed. I was

able to come home in a little bit of pain and go straight to bed.

Another happy ending, a whole bunch of good neighbors.

Keep a few things in mind. In no way is this a complete account of

all my little jams. Nor has any neighbor been mentioned twice in this

little tale of events. Well, one has. I've come to depend on her a little. I

have also not mentioned several of the neighbors who have: saved me

parking tickets on odd dated Mondays, returned toys and household

goods my son throws in the alley, returned wayward children, babysat

ina pinch, and helped drywall two days before the appraisal. | owe a

lot to the people who live around me.

Often, suburbanites will ask, “How can you live there, especially

with children?”

“It’s easy,” I say, “I have great neighbors. Do you know yours?”

We match historic colors.

e NOW OPEN! e

Chiropractic Injury Center
822 Lafayette

rcross from Soulard Market

621-4949



Studio Opened by

Local Artist
Noted St. Louis art educator and award-winning artist, Wayne

Carl Huber, announces the opening of the Studio in the Marine

Villa Neighborhood near the Lemp Brewery at 3815 Kosciusko.

Mr Huber earned his Masters of Fine Arts from the University of

Arizona. Over the past thirty years he has distinguished himself

for his dedication to his students and has been amply rewarded by

their recognition within the arts community. Of Mr. Huber, L. J.

Laskey, Professor Emeritus at Washington University, recently

said, “There are some secrets in teaching, someone to see letting

them make their own mark and helping them learn what it

means. I know Wayne knows this secret.”

Mr. Huber has exhibited his works in numerous one-man,

group and juried shows. He is the recipient of a number of

awards, including the Hostetetter Watercolor Prize, which is pre-

sented annually by the St. Louis Artists’ Guild. Some of his works

have been selected for the permanent collections of the

University of Arizona, the Dow Chemical Corporation, Eastern

Michigan University, the University of Michigan, Mark Twain

Banks, Southern Illinois University, and Seminex.

the Studio is located one block east of the Chippewa and

Marine intersection in a handsome, newly renovated, turn-of-the-

century home overlooking the Mississippi River and is remark-

able for its beautiful groin-vaulted ceilings. At the Studio, Mr.

Huber will offer three-hour day and two-hour evening classes in

drawing; design; color theory; watercolor, oil and acrylic paint-

ing; and print making for adults as well as two-hour Saturday

classes in drawing and painting for children,

For more information call Wayne Huber at the Studio at 664- | [
1966.

Wayne Carl Huber in his newly renovated space at the Studio.

1731S. 7th © St. Louis, MO 63104 * 314.241.7956

Please visit and enjoy one of our specialties:

Fresh Norwegian Peppered Pork

Salmon Tenderloin
we/temon Mutter DAM ance w/Garlic Mayemmatie Sanee

Peppered Beet

Tenderloin Filet

Grilled Chicken Breast

tw/ndian Marmalade

Fresh Sea Scallops

SOULARD'S UPSTAIRS
Luncheon Reservations

Vrivate Parties + Business Meetings

Breakfast

Thank you for your business

—we appreciate it!

Dan & Tim Badock

MITHRA

GLASSWORKS
Leaded and Stained Glass Windows

Lamps and Hangings

Original Designs and Reproductions

Now Offering Custom Mirrors,

Tabletops and Mirror Re-Silvering

Complete Line of Hobby Supplies

Classes Forming NOW!

HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.

Sat. 9:30-5:00

1304 SIDNEY
———————————}

865-3877

The Finest
Flowers

and
Gifts

HISTORIC LAFAYETIE SQUARE Americon Epes}
—— vot et es

& VA)
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by Steve McKenna

juesday, August 2nd was a big day, and night, for Soulard. In the

Te election that day Soulard voters voted overwhelmingly
to establish a special business district to fund the Off-duty

Crime Patrol. The special district establishes a tax of 30¢ per $100 of

assessed valuation. Since assessed valuation is only 19% of market

value, this works out to only $34.20 per year or $2.85 per month for a

$60,000 house.

Clearly a lot of people felt that this was a small price to pay for safe-

ty in the neighborhood. When all the votes had been counted the final

tally was 79% for, 21% against. In other words, of every five voters

who went to the polls, four voted in favor of the special district, an

impressive showing for a measure to increase taxes.

The measure had widespread support, including the endorsements

of the Soulard Business Association, the Soulard Neighborhood

Improvement Association and the Soulard Restoration Group. In

addition, many individuals donated a lot of time and effort to cam-

paigning, canvassing and phoning their neighbors to get the vote out.

A lot of work, but the results were well worth it. To all who helped

out, thank you.

By a happy coincidence, that evening was National Night Out. This

is an event which runs all across the country to encourage people to

get out on the streets with their neighbors. The purpose is two-fold.

First, it sends a message

about who owns the streets.

We do, the people who live

| here. It also gives us the

opportunity to become

more familiar with our

neighbors. The best deter-

rent against crime is a car-

ing neighbor that you

know, and who knows you.

Both this year and last I

witnessed a number of

encounters among neigh-

bors who had vaguely

known each other by sight,

but now had the opportuni-

ty to exchange names and

phone numbers.

Soulard Votes for Itself...and Celebrates
Last year, the fantastic participation in Soulard’s Night Out earned

2,000 grant from Union Electric for beautification, which went

to pay for trees planted in Soulard Market Park during Operation

Brightside on May 7th. I don’t think we're eligible to win again, but

the event was a success anyway.

On National Night Out, en separate block parties were held

across Soulard. On some blocks, local establishments provided food

and/or entertainment. On others, pot luck meals were arranged.

Different areas had face painting or fire trucks or balloons for the

kids. Mary Hart led McGruff the Crime Dog around to visit several

blocks (she had to ... I don’t think he could see anything through the

mask on that costume).

Many neighborhood residents also encountered Soulard Crime

| Committee chairman Bob Kraiberg walking around with his shoes
| several feet off the ground as the election results began coming in

(and no, he hadn't been drinking). When he announced the landslide

voting figures everyone stopped their conversations to cheer and

applaud. He also showed off the latest addition to the Off-duty Patrol,

| a brand-new golf cart that we have all seen since shuttling one of our

security patrol around the neighborhood.

The Block Captains from the Neighborhood Watch program were

once again heavily involved in organizing the events. Based on the

repeat success we owe them our gratitude.

A number of Soulard’s

their gratitude to the vot-

ers. From left are: Arielle

Weber, Max Sommer,

Ryan Mark, Emma

Weber, and B. J.

Kraiberg.

CLEMENTINES

2001 Menard

at Allen

664-7869

THE

SIDDENS
GROUP, INc.

Are you spending too much on your

health insurance?

Specializing in employee benefit programs:

Managed care, 401(k), life, dental disability,

individual life and health

For a no obligation review ot your present plan,

call 773-1600,
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A Bricklayer’s Wager
by Jay Gibbs that, they could sample various |

1 am in the process of writing a histo- in the nearby taverns and “bier,

ry of the Soulard neighborhood, entitled could catch up on the news of the

Soulard Stories, From Immigrants to their sokol, turnverein, or other

Rehabbers, The History of an Urban club, and could play friendly |

Neighborhood. / am seeking interesting with friendly little wagers to

stories, both historic and moder, per. action. Such a game led to the unique

sonal recollections, amusing anecdotes, sidewalk I just mentioned.

particularly the kinds of things that have Apparently a local bricklayer had run up
not been previously published. Contact quite a debt while playing poker, about

me in care of this newspaper. This small $100.00, a small fortune in that day. The

tale was recently brought to my atten- hapless bricklayer was obviously playing

tion by a laborer moving old appliances out of his depth and certainly did not have

out of my house; I'd give him the credit if that sum available, not in those days before

1 knew his name. Look for my book in savings plans and IRA's. The winner of the

1995, if all goes well. game was the owner of the recently built

You can find the most interesting side- house at 2406 Menard Street, and he

walk in Soulard at 2406 Menard Street. demanded his due.

Around the front stoop of this townhouse The sweating bricklayer, knowing he did

is a border of limestone and marble not have that kind of money, proposed that

blocks, but that simple border is just a he pay the debt by plying his craft. The

hint of the imaginative walkway along the creditor's house was already built, so after

side and rear of the house. The sidewalk a discussion, they decided the debt would

is an extravaganza of both materials and be retired by a fanciful bit of sidewalk

shapes: brick, limestone, granite, relaying. The artistic bricklayer

marble, and slate have been artis- worked in his spare hours, tear-

tically combined in a crazy-quilt ing up the old sidewalk and

of geometric designs. Some of replacing it with the quilt-

the sections appear to be religious squares-like masterpiece which

or cultural symbols, while other pre, survived to this day in excellent

sections seem almost like in- 1 hate condition.

ground gameboards for checkers, fale m a We don’t know if this gang-

chess and who knows what. Even 5 way and backyard brickwork

a date, 1891, is “written” in small paid off the debt completely or

pieces of mosaic rock along one whether other work was also

border. What could have pos- required, and we don’t know if

sessed the author of this story in the incident cured the bricklayer

stone... ? of his gambling. What can be

A century ago folks could not wagered with certainty is that
fill their spare hours by endlessly ‘ a] ¢ rt history sometimes appears in
shoving tapes into the VCR. (IS phe bricklayer even dated his work; it was popular in the 1890's to the most unexpected places, and

this why they all seemed to have include the date on new buildings and other project even literally under our feet.

such large families!?) Beyond ‘x a

This fantastical sidewalk extends from the front

of the property all the way into the back yard.

HAPPY HOURS Mon-FRI bs) ick 5-7

816 GEYER ty ee Soulard Manor
4360% Bed & Breakfast
SN, 2346 S. 13th Street
a ir py lah St. Louis, MO 63104
| : It) 314.664.9738

GC a. — |
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by Jay Gibbs

ell, we did the almost

unthinkable: we sold our ,

beloved house and moved!

How could the Amateur Rehabber

suddenly up and sell the project of his

love/hate/devotion? It’s a long story,

but let me give you all the short ver-

sion.

Last November my wife and I were

happily ensconced in our Ninth Street

abode. Fellow rehabber Kathy called

and asked me to come look at a

house-for-sale with her, to be another

pair of roving eyes searching for mate-

rial defects in the unrenovated build-

After seeing the big old place, I

started thinking about it: though

presently a four-family, the house had obviously once been a hand-

some single-family mansion. After several more visits and some soul-

searching, Carla and | entered a purchase contract on the house. It

was jubilation when our offer was accepted over a couple of others.

It was a longer-period contract, giving ourselves four months to

sell our present home and move. But, uh oh, those four months

red during wintertime, and during a ni
Rete mane ae “That Shot winter: oe pes

house held in‘early January by Alan Richardson of Alan Richardson,

Realty (hey, where did that business name come from, I wonder!) A

snow storm ensued just as that open-house, well, opened. It was a

scene of sublime beauty: our beautiful home, still fully decorated

from Christmas, glittering like a jewel in the falling snow. It was a

beautiful scene, a scene that not one potential buyer ventured out to

investigate! Ugh, it was a long winter.

We decided to gamble on Soulard’s marketability despite that slow

winter market. We went ahead and bought the unrenovated building

before selling our home, breaking a common sense rule about not

having two mortgages, two homeowner's insurance policies, two sets

of utility bills, two sets of headaches!

Fortunately our gamble paid off, as we expected. In April a couple

from the suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio

toured our finished home and like its

combination of historic detail and

modern floorplan. They also liked the

home's light and bright interior com-

pared to the other victorian era houses

they'd viewed (all those extra windows

Td added years ago!) The couple made

us an offer, we accepted, and then

began the three month period until

closing during which I needed to finish

what was roughly a year’s worth of

remaining rehabbing and yardwork.

(This seems to be a recurring theme in

my life...)

The largest items on my “punch

list” (that’s the ofÏcial contractor's

term for a things-to-do list) were to

ing. Future patio area as construction zone, March, 1994. The
curved are of concrete is the start of the “water feature”.

The finished “water feature”, or grotto, or whatever

you call it. It certainly sounds nice!

The Further Adventures Of An Amateur Rehabber

Omega, and pepe and Farewell to the “Amateur”
build a “ fishpond/ waterfall/ grotto/

water feature” and then complete the

brick patio around it

The “water feature” I built was not

one of those do-it-in-a-weekend

things; no, naturally I had in mind a

more victorian, all rock, grotto kind of

thing. I started building it in March,

and about four months, two tons of

limestone rocks; four hundred pounds

of masonry cement; one ton of sand;

and three hundred pounds of concrete

later, the thing was done. It is a thing

of beauty, and the sound of the tin

kling waterfall, provided by a small

recirculating pool pump, effectively

masks all the highway trafÏc and other

man-made noises. The brick patio was

built in the last frantic days before the

closing of the sale, in fact, it wasn’t completely finished until the day

after the sale closed - whoops! But it is gorgeous, as you can see, a far

cry from the construction zone look of last spring. I almost hated to

sell the place, suddenly.

The proud new owners of my former “project” on South Ninth

Street love their new home and its surroun
+ faBiland a y! The ho

er ranch house in the ‘b
kids to come and visit. I'm sure you iseeimore chiea anne ane

neighborhood as they settle in their new home.

Meanwhile, the “Amateur Rehabber” and his trusting wife moved

fewer than 500 feet away, but to a whole new world, especially for

Carla. I have now completed the entire rehab experience, but she is a

novice rehabber, as I was eleven years ago. Our first weeks in our

home-sweet-wreck have been spent unpacking, i.e., shoe-horning the

contents of a four-bedroom townhouse into the space of a two-bed-

room apartment: can you say “squished”? The other challenge has

been just getting things in this unrenovated place to work, like elec-

tric sockets, and the hot water heater, and the kitchen sink drain, and

the front porch light, and the gas stove, etc., etc. My article in the

next issue of the Renaissance will detail these (and other) humorous

struggles, stay tuned, next Bat-time,

same Bat-station ...

Before closing I want to address the

question that some of you have asked

us regarding this moving experience.

The more diplomatic of you gently

inquired why we'd leave our beloved

home, a place I've poured my heart,

blood, sweat, and soul into for eleven

years, a comfortable, finished, and

attractive house, to move into a dark,

dusty, non-renovated old house and

face perhaps another decade of plaster

dust, thin budgets, and half-finished

rooms. The less diplomatic of you sim-

ply asked incredulously, “Are you

crazy? |"

continued on next page
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The finished patio; the “water feature” anchors one corner.

Is this inviting or what?

from previous page

To you diplomatic questioners my answer is that we are ready for

a new challenge, and finding a large antique mansion, on a great

street, with great neighbors, in a booming neighborhood, for a rea-

sonable price . . . how could we not answer when opportunity

knocked? I could extol on the virtues and potential of our new home

for many paragraphs, but sufÏce it to say it was a good move, the

right thing for us at this time in our married life. Sure, we miss our

former house a little bit, but trust us, we did not make this decision

flippantly.

To you others, the less diplomatic inquiring minds . . . let me

answer with equal tact to your own... no, we are not crazy, any

more than pioneers, explorers or adventurers are crazy, The immi-

grants who came here from the familiar old country and built the

rowhouses and townhouses we now call Soulard were not crazy. The

early rehabbers in the 1970's who moved from comfortable homes

in West County to rebuild old houses in a city slum were not crazy.

It not for both of these groups, Soulard would not exist today.

To put off immediate comfort and instant gratification to attain a
desired goal is not crazy. For me, the crazy ones are those who do

not challenge themselves by setting and attaining goals; the crazy

ones are those who sit on their laurels year after year, rotting and

stagnating. I'd never want that life. There, I feel better now. Ahhh.

Say goodbye to the “Amateur Rehabber.” My columns will con-

tinue, but under a new title, yet to be announced. I have not consid-

ered myself an “amateur” rehabber for a couple of years now, but

the name has had such a nice cadence and so much personal history

for me. But like the selling of our former home, it's time for some-

thing new; be watching for it in the next issue, Amateur Rehabber

fans. (How about “Amateur Rehabber - The Next Generation”?

Maybe I could sell it into syndication... ) Until then, keep smiling

and thanks for the memories.

| SOULARD |
DRY CLEANERS |

HOL JRS \

Mon.-Fri. 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m

2401 S. 11th. |

Corner of 11th. and Barton

St. Louis, Mo. 63104

772-1991

Providing The Quality and Service you deserve

Seasonal Storage

Wedding Gowns Cleaned & Preserved

Repair & Alteration

Service Available

VINCENT’S
MARKET

— in Historic Soulard since 1903 —

Old Time
h Prod

sea Butcher Shop
Groceries Fresh Cut Meats

2400 S. 12th 772-4710

David's Design Salon

better

STYLING...
as we live and breathe

|

REDKEN “CLEAN AIR" |
Styling Formulas |

i Five versatie pertormers

‘that build better body, show off shine: i}

and eet ne toughest eoeronmert andar

Soyou can loot senator

td rth ever

2233 South Grand

771-9001
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lis Dawson

teve McKenna

ft and corruption run rampant in this South St

Louis neighborhood as it prepares to elect its

second mayor. The twenty-odd, and we use .

the term precisely, Mayoral candidate:

including a dead man, a dead dog, a live dog,

and a stuffed grizzly bear, make no bone:

about the fact that they bought their way onto i)

the ballot. Now they're out buying votes at a dollar a

pop.

It costs $20 to become a candidate. Anyone can put
.

up $20 and your name and you are running, ready or #

not. The winner will have no ofÏcial duties. The mayor |

may or may not get to ride in the Soulard Mardi Gras “*s,

Parade. The present mayor, Ray Soaib, is running for re-elec-

tion under the banner, “You think I

did nothing this year? Wait till you

see what I don't do next year.

Absolutely NO ONE can do LESS!” e

Soulardians call it a “Serious

Political Spoof,” a fun, tongue-in-cheek fund-raiser to benefit the

Soulard Foot Patrol. All the “votes” cast will go toward paying the

salaries of the off-duty police ofÏcers, who patrol the neighborhood

each week to ward off crime in the area.

The mock election is sponsored by the Soulard Business

Association and the SRG's Soulard Beyond 2000 Committee. Carlis

eee eee rr)

“Corrupt Election” to Benefit Crime Patrol
Dawson is chairman of the latter.

This year we are adding a “s

+, candidates. The Sheriff MUST BE A RESIL

* or alive. Dog, person, or otherwise. Same rules apply.

‘Twenty dollars and you are a candidate, one dollar

per vote. Responsibilities - Less than the Mayor's

The election comes to a screeching,

"», screaming halt at 4:00 pm on September

5th. All voters and votees should pro

+‘ceed directly to the Ninth Street Abbey.
% 4° The votes will be counted, re-counted and

°°" — re-counted. Winners will be announced and

+ anointed. Food, drinks and live music are available at

+ $20 per person from 4-8pm. So if ya got a hankerin’

# for political power - better get your campaign in gear

soon.

Among the contestants for these jobs are:

==. For Mayor:

Ray S from Hennessey’s, the per-

fect picture of the incumbent politician. He promises to do exactly

what he did last year — nothing. Actually, he has promised to try to

do even less.

Emma Malone, sponsored by Mike & Min’s. She may not do any

more (or less) than Ray did, but she will be a lot more attractive

while she doesn’t do it.

Laura Daus, from Carson's. We all know her contributions to

continued on next page

BSB

Development

Ce:
One-, two-, & three-bedroom

garden, townhouses and

alley houses

Rents

$325 - $750 /month

2306 South Bh Street © SL. Louis, Missouri * 63104

(I) 76-1811

Ittner & Bowersox, Inc.

es Architects
1730 South Eighth Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63104

(314)-436-0250
fax: (314)-436-0252

William A. Bowersox, FAIA

W. Ashley Bowersox Jr.

Developing architecture in Soulard.
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SOULARD

DISTRICT

CONTEMPORARY * RENOVATED * RESTORED

1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

| C/A, Fireplaces, Monitored Alarm Systems,
24HR Emergency Maintenance, Courtyards,

And MORE.

| M-F 8:30 to 5:00 by appointment
SAT 10:00 to 3:00 by appointment

773-6300

vVvVVVYV
Managed by:

McCormack Baron Management Services, Inc, ]
2222 Menard in Soulard i

| McCormack Baron



from previous page

neighborhood entertainment, and enjoyment by male patrons.

Molly, of Molly's — Long-term residents of the neighborhood A
know this sweet, incredibly friendly, grey-muzzled old dog gu mm

whose likeness stands in front of the bar named after her.

She probably doesn’t have many years left

4 from Johnny's; Mary from Ninth and Russell; Rhonda from
% Marion's 1860's; Bonnie from the Framery; Pam from Tucker's;

Billie from Sweeney's; Rich from Soulard’s; and John from

McGurk's.

Currently we have only three candidates for sheriff:

Rudy Piskulick — Manager at Johnny's and
e¢ =

o . Is
man about town.to’contend'for the crown of Mayor of &TM" TM 7, ERR Coy Fe BT aalbere = His parents ibob

Soulard. (There is no requirement inthis ®. @
race that the candidate be human.) “a

The Grizzly Bear, of the Great Grizzly Bear —

There is no requirement in this race that the candi-

date be alive or not stuffed. (Sorry, the proper taxider-

‘6 Kraiberg and Kathy Duckworth, have had
§ some involvement in making this a better

@ neighborhood for B. J. to grow up in.

Rick the Bartender from Norton's. Since he lives

4 r here he figured his chances were better for sheriff
mic term is “mounted”). s S than for mayor.

Gary Reed from Clementine's — Gary seems to @ Fut \ There is one additional candidate for either ofÏce.
think that he deserves votes because of his effortson gg

behalf of the Soulard Housing Corporation, and his ¢

other activities to support the &
neighborhood.

© & & A vote for Carlis Dawson will almost certainly not
@&q get him elected. It will just be one more dollar for

the Soulard Crime Patrol.

That's the idea of this whole

uae deta ale The present mayor, Ray Soa b, project. Let's get the patrons and

climbing school, once a church, is running for re-election under a ss Aart e
into a first class restaurant is worth | the banner, “You think | did nothing meantime raise money to protect

| this year? Wait till you see what
I don’t do next year. Absolutely

NO ONE can do LESS!”

something.

Our only joint candidacy is from

Kathy & Laura of Tease, who are

running a joint campaign to be co-

mayors of Soulard.

Other Candidates include: Anna

this neighborhood.

PRESERVATION:

® Plan On It! #
Planning on restoring a house, saving a landmark,

reviving your neighborhood?

Gain a wealth of

experience and help

preserve our historic and peat

architectural heritage.

Join the National Trust

for Historic Preservation

and support preservation

Join The

SOULARD

RESTORATION

GROUP
Be a part of the Neighborhood

Association of Historic Soulard

Have a voice in what happens in

YOUR community

Make new friends

Sign me up as a member of SRG

efforts in yourcommunity. 4

Write: E

National Trust for ie

Historic Preservation ala
Department PA,

1785 Massachusetts

Ave., NW

Washington, D.C.

20036

$30 Family $18 Individual

$12 Non-Voting $1 Senior

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Return to: Soulard Restoration Group

P.O. Box 13312, Soulard Station

St. Louis, MO 63157

(Voting members must live in or own property/business

in the Soulard Historic District)
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AND ASSOCIATES. ANC

Kg Spertialying in Selling City

Historic Meighborho m
y

Mary King

2127 Sidney wonder

ful restoration! 4 bedrooms, 2

baths, deck, woodwork and a

double lot! Priced at $69,900,

Call Wayne Huber for more

information.

4367 Laclede new

Listing! Great price! Comfy

condo 3-blocks from Euclid

inCWE. Openairy floor plan,

deck, secure parking. All ap-

pliances included. Mortgage

cheaper than most area rent-

als, $59,900 call Mary or

Kevin.

3450 Connecticut

Great duplex could be single

family, twocar garage, above

ground pool, each unit has 2-

Three N

Soulard

Townhomes

Jdone at 803, 807 & 809

Allen Avenue. Call today

and get involved in plan

ning your own spectacular

home in Soulard, John

Durell, the General Con

tractor, is well known inthe

area for unique desi

Jconstruction. Move to His

toric Soulard and find out

why this is one of the city’s

most popular places tolive!

For more information or a

walk thru, call Mary King,

Linda Williams, or Jennifer!

2322 Hickory s-

sumable loan! 2 bedroom,

1.5 bath Fee Simple

rowhouse with fireplace,

parking & more! $65,900.

Call Kevin Pysz or Linda

‘Williams for more informa-
bedrooms, _$71,000

2607 Virginia
Charming, spacious
townhome in the Tower

[Grove East neighborhood.

Features 2 bedrooms, 1.5

baths, loft family room, ex-

posed brick, beautiful wood

flooring, gourmet kitchen ,

offstreet parking, lots of stor-

age space and all newer sys-

tems. Offered at $67,500.

Call John or Jennifer Bartley

{for more information.

tion.

The Nines on Compton

Just one remaining! Choice

‘of 2.0f 3 bedroom floor plan,

2.5 baths, gourmet kitchen,

‘& more! Starting atgarage

$85,000. Call Rich Lohmann,

1308 Shenandoah

NEW LISTING! A wonder

ful replica Charleston

townhome Historic

Soulard. 2 bedrooms, 1.5

baths, eat-in-kitchen, hard:

wood floorson firstlevel, fully

applianced to include washer

and dryer. Large front porch

with "gingerbread detailing”

and offstreet parking. Low

acquisition FHA assumable

loan, All this for $81,900.

Call Linda Williams.

1316 Mississippicae

fully detailed restoration, 3

levels, crown mouldings,

ceiling medallions, restored

fpl. mantels, hwd & ceramic

flooring, volume ceilings,

entire second floor is master

suite with sitting room, Vil-

Jage courtyard with fountain.

$109,000 Call Linda Will-

iams,

4540 Laclede Fan.

tastic condo in the Central

West End, Features 3 bed-

rooms, 2 baths and fireplace.

Faces rear, close to pool and

patio. Offered at $135,000,

Call Kevin Pysz or Mary King.
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943 Park tis total re

hab in LaSalle Park blends old

and new with class! Features

2bedrooms, 2.5 baths, restored

fireplaces and millwork, fam

ily room, a 2 car garage, and

an extra lot! Priced at

$124,900. Call Bob Bauer for

more information,

2834 Lemp Fantastic
rowhouse with contemporary

decor. 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths,

offstreet parking, deck,

seperate dining, central A/C

and mor $74,900. Call

Kevin Pysz today.

2827 Lemp tems

Anne Wotka rehab. very con.

temporary design, open floor

plan, side lot with lots of trees,

13’ ceiling, fireplace. Close

10 AB. and downtown. Tw

_New Listing
3500 Russell Blvd.

Tudor in Historic District.

thermopane windows, well

insulated, huge rooms, first

floor laundry with original

marble sink. Beautiful entry

foyer with leaded glass.

gourmet kitchen with ofÏce

space. Third floor ballroom

is 26x43. Separate 2 car

brick garage, atc fan, ceil

ing fans, & central air make

this home easy to cool.

Jacuzzi tub in master bath.

Call Shelly Donaho for more

information. $325,000.

3438 Russell

Fabulous 9th floor condo-

minium in Compton

Heights. Thisend unitcondo

features magnificent north,

south, and west views, very

spacious rooms, 12'x26' liv-

ing room, 12'x19 dining

room, entry foyer, beautiful

hardwood floors and crown

3646 Hartford
Magnificent opportunity to

own this 4 bedroom, 1.Sbath

home in Tower Grove

Heights. New kitchen &

baths. Most systems up-

dated. 2 car garage and

fenced yard. $79,900. Call

Rich Lohmann.

1504 Mississippi

NEWLISTING! 2story rep-

lica Victorian townhome

overlooking Lafayette Park.

Lovely hardwood flooringon

firstlevel, woodburning fire-

place, formal dining area plus

large eat-in-kitchen with tile

flooring and an abundance

of cabinetry. 3 full bedrooms

featuring master bedroom

with 2 story volume ceiling

height. Double tiered deck,

courtyard and offstreet park-

ing. A true buy at $101,900.

Call Linda Williams.

moulding, gourmet kitchen,

2 bedrooms, | bath, and a 1

car garage. Bargain priced

at only $42,900. Call Rich

Lohmann for more informa-

tion,

1718-20 S. 10th
| Wonderful 2-family in His-

toric Soulard! Great for

Jowner/occupant. $79,500.

[Call Eula Beck.


