A

e of Historic Soulard”

VOL. XIX — ISSUE 1 ebrating the Renaissance of Soulard MARDI GRAS 19

C_\jﬁﬁﬂiﬂ? CAM i ng:f u

SOULARD (’ELE,BRATES

Nednesday, and the

1d repentance. Perhaps we mig

eriod. If we

t fling before

grand feast il T

lebration. Let’s have

Terent. The roots of&:ﬁ?ﬁdafé'
and the Greek Cronia, and to even earlier
set at mid-winter
th and

L. The sictual truth
k 1o the Roman Saturnal
f ils in the :
olstice, these

themes of «

|"|‘In][.t1||l-s<-![] ward jour ind turmed be

-ing would come again. V

e 1o combat these traditions

revamped 1o accord witl

il 1] i Ine indication, even today t celel
1 iFinist n appearance of 13 I]n ii~J.|.Jj,w|:-'.-l--'|
a I [ Carnival celebral :|-u.-..1\|,u:|
v, Carnival is celebrated over s1 of Burope and Latin America,

bul in very fow i in the Us

e Protestant Refoermation
= [ the Catholic Church, and
val does not tend 1o exist in the U.S, in

iewed Carnival as a symptom of the

liscouraged i
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vountry. (The custom never was popular in the British Islands to any great

degree, whetheramong Catholics or Protestants.) You will find it primarily

along the southern Mis sissippi, especinlly Louisiana, in areas setiled by
French Catholics
I'here is also o rich history in the Pennsylvania Dutch country, where the
FEER S-015 1994 immigrants brough! many of the traditions from Bavarin. Most of the
practices there ave of 0 more pastoral varicty, involving special meals and
pastries, and funily-oriented celebrations, There are H-]n cinl sweet rolls for
Shrove Tuesday, and Ash Wednesday is called Pancake Day. A special pastry
1994 Mavdi Gras Poster *La Carnivale Mystique”™ is prepared for the Inst person to rise on those wo days, who is then

subjected 1o some goodnatured ribbing for this dubious honor in an
ecirly-rising, farming culture

LOOKINSIDE FOR OTHER FEAT URES The traditional Carnival season usually begins on Twelfthnight, or

Sc h[‘(lllll_" of Events Fpiphany, January Sixth, the ofTic

“The Further Adventures of an redson, in Cologne and the Rhineland, the Fasching season, as they call it

there, officially starts on November 11 at 11:11 AM (11/11 11:11). Why?

Wha knows? al il would sure make for an excessively long party. In

al end of the Christmas season. For some

Amateur Rehabber” RETURNS!
Soulard’s own amazi ng Fire (.'(JI'I'I[)HII.\' 11 Franee, in order to connter the excesses ol the celebration, the revelry was

finally confined to only Shrove Tuesday itself, which they ealled Fal Tues-
tlay, or, in French, Marvdi Gras. (You were wondering when [ was going to
el 1o that, weren'l you? Sure. | knew you were,)

Tonea’s magic humor in yet another episode
...and much more

(eantinued om page 3)



by Steve McKenna

Welcome to Mardi Gras! To all our visitors, let me welcome
from the you to our neighborhood for our annual celebration. We get
more people visiting Soulard for Mardi Gras than the rest of the

year pul together, or at least it certainly seems that way. [ would
B R I C K like (o encourage all of you to consider coming back here when
things are a little less frenetic. It's still a wonderful place to hang

out, and you don't have 1o stand in line to use an outdoor
restroom facility. Believe me, many of us like not only to eat and

H OUS E drink here, but also to live here. Think about it. Come on back

down and look around.

j NOTES LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

To our residents, let’s enjoy the party, as we do every year. The
Mardi Gras madness is part of the charm of the neighborhood.
We still enjoy the celebration, even though we have wall-to-wall
people. And remember, this will be over in a few days.

by Cindy Harrison

Now that the Christmas decorations are back in storage and
New Year's resolutions have all been made (and some already
: Now thz al's » rle s]lo to our residents

broken), 1994 is well underway and promises to be a busy '\m‘m ,l}' s ”]:” sﬂlfluﬂh! w“""'“_m‘ 'n‘_v hell e Baldents
b and visitors. I'm going to try to guide this publication over the

7Y AT , i 31 . i % 4 P .
year. We have made lots of plans with: resumption of work coming year. | will need help. This is Soulard’s newspaper, and

on the building, neighborhood beautification, welcoming [ have no way of knowing what you want to see unless you tell
new members to the SRG, continued diligence to stay crime me. | have heard from many people, but would like to hear from
in the neighborhood, new fundraising efforts, the VP Fair ... more, What do you like? What do you dislike? Would you be

interested in contributing ideas or articles? Please? You can
contact me at the address or phone number in the box at the
bottom of this page. I would like to hear your opinions.

and of course fun. In order to change these plans into reality,
members, futvre members and friends are all needed. Add to

your 1994 resolutions to be active on a committee and join : = g
the neighborhood mobile patrol. 1 think we have a good issue for you, in addition to all of the
= & Mardi Gras information. Jay Gibbs’ “Confessions of an Amateur
Rehabber™ column returns in this issue, after a year's absence,

Now, on with the fun. Mardi Gras is upon us with activities with a great article, and a blast from the past: the first one he ever

for everyone. As part of the festivities, plan to join in on the did, ten years ago this month. How much time have you spent
decorating of the float and march in the parade. Future on this'paper, [ay! Maybe you could have finished your house

‘ N 3 & years ag We also hav apmfﬂe from Enc Hobsononth marine
membership activities promise entertainment throughout :

the year. ~

of Soulard's own Station 11, which | can see from my window as

5 4 & L write this. Regular columnists such as Tonea Yarbrough, Alan
With reluctance we will be saying goodbye to members Richiasisn shd Mdsemsn DRIt Vil hpurs it femue
arestaurant review from Carla Gibbs. We also welcome our state
Thanks for all of your efforts; you will be missed. Good luck representalive, Dorathea Davis, to these pages.

in your new home. I understand that there is a football team
there, and they win.

Steve and Sue Botts, who have been transferred to Dallas.

When 1 was appomled to echt this paper, I thought [ knew a
“about Sbullmd. z ople, the more [ learn,
the e 1fin now. This is a great place to live,
but we do need active involvement from our residents. The
neighborhood patrol could use help in keeping Soulard safe. We
have people working actively on issues such as beautification,
and code and zoning. The more people who become involved in
these aclivities, the better neighborhood we will have, We need
~all of our residents working together.

" Lamionly an amsteur newspaper editor. You are Soulard.

Ehz%aularﬂ Renaissance

The Soulard Renaissance has a Editor Steve McKenna
i d i b- Advertising Manager Jeanne Weber u_lar d [
e ot hestoraion. | Asssiant Advertising Managers *MaryLipie S0 Restoration Group
Group. R Lynn Scudieri Do you love living in Soulard?
It is distributed to Soulard res- Dirathes Davis
jdents, to Soulard and St. Louts | Wi Carin Gibbs Would you like to meet more of your neighbors?
rea businesses, and to our adver- Jay Gibbs
e CinayiHareison .. . then membership in the
o el s S Erie Hobson SOULARD RESTORATION GROUP
for editorial information. Call
MeK a
Jeanne Weber 771-8428 regard- SteveGch ;:2(1 is for yanl

ing advertising opportunities,

rates and schedules, %;?ﬁ}:{_‘;:g:;ﬁ W 5 _— S
Address correspondence to: Phyllis Young The group consists of homeowners, ters local businesses.
The Soulard Renaissance Photographers Carlis Dawson Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month in the school
PO Box 13312 Jay Gibbs hall at Trinity Lutheran Church, 8th & Soulard, at 7:30 p.m.
Soulard Station Sl;ve Mc;(&::“r::
a

5t. Louis, MO 63157 Proofreader R]M—RE:CI{McMee

Printing Etling Printing Company

©1994 Soulard Restoration Group
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M ardi Gras Scledule of Events

A
z %MQWW@C&«& 7851-7272 '

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 8
Cajun Creole Cookoff
Soulard Market Auditorium
Children's Art & Craft Fair
Trinity Lutheran School
8th & Soulard
Taste of Soulard at
Participating Establishments
Soulard Mardi Gras Masked Ball
Aggie's on Broadway
(1709 S. Broadway)
Featuring “Fernest Arceneux —
Zydeco/Cajun Band"”
Cajun-Creole Buffet

6:00 p.m. Krewe Krawl

10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
I 7:00 p.m. All Star Jam at 1860s

Blues Jam Session at Mike & Min's
Saturday, February 12

11:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
10K Run to benefit Literary
8:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. Council of Greater St, Louis

Soulard Mardi Gras Parade

Art Show
Soulard Market Auditorium

1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 13
Noon to 5:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6

Micro Beer Taste

1:00 p.m. Mystic Krewe of Barkus Parade Clementine's, McGurk's,
Pet Parade through Soulard Ninth & Russell, Norton's,
11:00 a.m. Taste of Soulard 1860s Restaurants, Johnny's

9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Antique Show
Aggie's on Broadway

Monday/Tuesday, February 7-8

7:00 p.m.

(continued from page 1)

In Louisiana, when the celebra-
lion began to develop into what we
know today, they certainly wanted
more than one day, but not
necessarily the whole season from
January sixth. They settled on a rea-
sonable compromise: parades and
massive grand balls are held for
Twelfthnight, to kick off the Carni-
val season. Then not much happens
until two weekends before Ash
Wednesday, when they begin the
Mardi Gras season, with its atten-
dant further festivities. All of the
aclivities are organized by the Mys-
lic Krewes, secret societies of men
who are always masked and whose
identities are allegedly unknown to
the people around them.

In Latin America, the most [a-
mous celebration has to be the Car-
nival of Rio de Janeiro. Months of
preparation go into the balls and
parades. Music is composed for the
celebrations, and the best received
songs often go on to become top
hits, winning fame and fortune for
the composers. Thousands are
often spent for costumes for the
grand ball held for the highest
ranks of sociely at the Municipal
Theater. Cutthroat competitions
are held for the best costumes and
the best parade floats, often with
less than ethical tactics employed.

Mardi Gras Soft-Tip Dart
Tournament (FIDO)
Social Club (9th & Barton)

Accusations of sabotage, or bribery
of the judges, are not uncommon,
and many disputes have even re-
sulted in bloodshed. They take this
festival seriously.

In Germany, the Fasching cele-
bration is very popular in the south,
but tends to disappear the further
north you go as you move from
Catholic fo Lutheran regions. The
grandest festivities are in Cologne,
and for a German to visit Cologne
during Fasching is comparable to
an American’s desire to be in New
Orleans for Mardi Gras. According
to the traditions, each costume
must always include the Fasching
hat, a peculiar piece of fashion only
worn at this time of the year. In a
reversal of the usage elsewhere, the
word Karneval there refers specific-
ally to the last period before Shrove
Tuesday, rather than the entire sea-
son from Epiphany.

When I was a child living in Italy,
Carnevale was a time of grand pa-
rades, bright colorful costumes and
fireworks. It was the biggest cele-
bration of the year, when costumes
were hung even on the statues in
the main piazza at the center of
town. This was actually quite a bit
of work, when you consider that, to
clothe a statue, you have to rip out
all of the seams and re-sew them
onto the statue.

Monday, February 14
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 15

7:00 pm

Wine Taste (12 Missouri Wineries)
Soulard Market Auditorium

“Fat Tuesday” Parade in Soulard

The main elements in most cele-
brations have alot in common. Cos-
lumes are everywhere, including a
long history of men in women's
clothing, and vice versa. This goes
along with an old Carnival tradition
of reversals of roles, both gender
and class, where even a peasant
may be fortunate enough to be (for
# few days) the king of Carnival.
Many of the celebrations involve se-
lecting the king by lot. There are
always parades, and grand masked
balls. Decorations are hung every-

1 ST S —
where in bright colors. And it won't
surprise you to know that there is
usually some amount of food and
drink (often more of the latter).

We have all of these for you, and
more, at this year’s celebration here
in Soulard, the theme of which is Le
Carnivale Mystique, The Mystic Car-
nival. As you watch the parade, or
participate in one of the many other
celebrations and events, remember
that you are sharing an ancient tradi-
tion with people the world over. Have
fun. Be careful; don’t overdo it. Enjoy!

Fasching Hat from Cologne (pin on left reads “Karneval in Kéln*),
The Soulnrd Venaissance — Mardi Gras ‘94 — page 3



Mardi Gras Goes to the Dogs

The Mystic Krewe of Barkus, led
by Her Majesty Scarlett O'Hara But
ler, Queen Barkus I, invites all of
their friends to join them for n pa
rade though the streets of Soulard
on Sunday, February 6th at 1PM
Humans may aceompany them if
they wish

Get a new leash on life!

Cals are welcome to participate
al their own risk. Security will not
be provided

All participants should bring
their masters to Clementine's park
ing lot at Allen & Menard. Humans
should bring $1 for participation.
For further information call Gary
Reed at Clementine's, 664-7869 WHAT IS MARDI GRAS
WITHOUT A PARADE?

The fifteenth annual Soulard
Mardi Gras Parade, complete with
floats, beads, and people dressed in
really silly costumes, will begin at
1PM on Saturday, February 12.

Note the time has changed from
previous years,

The best float in the parade will
win a 81, 000 grand prize.

The parade will begin at 1PM at
the parking lot at the Anheuser
Busch brewery. It will then proceed
north on 12th to Russell, east on
Russell to 9th, north on 9th to Lafay-
ette, and finally east on Lafayette to
Broadway.

The Grand Marshal of the Parade
is Miss America 1990, Debbye
Turner (Miss Missouri, too).

T———

ALAN RICHARDSON

IN SOULARD .., REAL ESTATE
SELLING SOULARD 7721097
1839 S. Bth $148,500

b | Superbly positioned 3 story impeccably restored. Huilt n
Ry 1850-55, the property had the advanrage of a wedge

B chaped lot, giving the original German owners the luxury
of both front and side yards. Gloriously restored historic
features include pine floors, pocket doors, antique
woodbumer, stained glass transoms, master bath, jacuzzi

and zoned heating & cooling.

55 ’
c’%& 421-2131

“Taste of Soulard”

Returns for 1994 F
Onee again, the ever-popular y
“Taste of Soulard” returns for the

opening weekend of Mardi Gras,
February 5-6G, from 11AM to 5PM. A
$10 ticket allows each participant to

EDELE & MERTZ
HARDWARE

1822 South Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104

snmiple the cuisine at five different
restaurants throughout Soulard. As
usual, the theme of the food will be
Cajun or Creole

Established 1912

John Edele  Ed (Cork) Woelm

The Renaissance
is happy
to welcome

and C_QQQQ

This year's Grand Ball begins at
8PM on Saturday, February 5th, at
Aggic's on Broadway. The ball will
beneflit the Washington University
Comprehensive MS Center.

Ticket Price is $20 per person,
and includes two free drinks, fol-
lowed by a cash bar, and a Cajun
buffet.

Zydeco music will be by Fernest
Arceneaux and the Thunders.

new (Idf"l"f’f:f)?‘
David’s
Design
Salon

Please patronize
our loyal
advertisers.

SOULARD

DISTRICT

CONTEMPORARY * RENOVATED * RESTORED

1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

C/A, Fireplaces, Monitared Alarm Systems,
24HR Emergency Maintenance, Courtyards,
And MORE
M-F 8:30 to 5:00 by appointment
SAT 10:00 to 3:00 by appointment

773-6300
VYVVYY

Managed by:
McCormack Baron Management Services, Inc.
2222 Menard in Soulard

McCorMACK BARON
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EULA
BECK

RICHARD
LOHMANN

JENNIFER
BARTLEY

KATHY
GERBER

JOHN
BARTLEY

WAYNE
HUBER

LINDA
WILLIAMS

BOB
BAUER

4248 WEST PINE

Worlds Fair Home, one of
three, beautiful hardwood
floors, original woodwork,
decorative mantles, updated
systems, and Kitchen, deck
and twocar garage. $154.900,
call Kevin or Mary

e |

908 RUTGER Assum-
able loan, 2 bedrooms, 1.5
baths, hardwood floors, con-
temporary design, partially
fimished lower level, nice
patio, off streel parking
$69.900

1907 HICKORY New

listing. near completed three
story Lafayette Square Vic-
tonan, two EI.H'HB.L‘{.".\ and two
alc some hardwood floors,
ceramic floor in kitchen,
master bedroom suite with
Jacuzzi tub, new two car ga-
rage, tall ceilings, just a little
more work and this home will
be complete. This is a real
opportunity. Call Linda.
$117.900

1913 LYNCH Unigue

rehab of this contemporary
three story home. 3 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths, antique
walnut staircase, wel bar,
central vacuum, patio, two
decks, off street parking. Just
$94,900 call Rich or Eula

1116 S. 18TH. ST.
One of Lafayetie Squares fin-
est refurbished victorian
homes, living room, formal
dining, 3 bedrooms, family
room, gourmet kitchen, 2.5
baths, priced at $ 108,000 Call
Eula or Rich

Dpery .

2206 SIDNEY New
listing, 3 story gut rehab, 2
car garage, zoned heatand o/
¢, sun porch of f master suite,
2.5 baths, bright sun filled
kitchen. $89,500 Call John
or Jennifer.

2215 ARSENAL Fan-
tastic townhome facing
Benton Park Lake, formal liv-
ing room & seperate dining
room, family room, master
suite, plus two additional
bedrooms, 2.5 baths,zoned
heat and air. $114,900 call
Richard or Eula

4059 MAGNOLIA
Excellent neighborhood, just
one block long, Spotless
home, newer carpet, built-
ins, breakfast-nook, beauti-
ful hardwood floors upstairs,
walk-in closets, tons of stor-
age, 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths
for SEF,000 call Kathy

Al

2803 TERRACE
VIEW 15 Story upscale
home with two story
greatroom with window
wall overlooking woods
master bedroom |
suite, whirl pool /
tub, cherry wooll= >
cabinets. call 'lr‘ 42
Bob. $218.000 1

2.5 baths, Hardwoo
floors &

1
M,

wllc

[wquc\ %* A

3322 HALLIDAY
Partially rehabbed home
buy as is or have develoj
finmish with your choic =t
of colors. 3 Bedrooms

MABDBI GRAS
1994

King

ANIEASSOHUTATES, I

#40 Columbus Square
$£750 a month.

1050 A. Carroll*
$675 a month

a‘\.

2632 A Park Ave
$600 a month

THREE NEW
TOWNHOMES
IN SOULARD !

Custom total rehab to be done in the coming
months. If youalways wanted a home in Soulard,
Inow is your chance. We are still in the planning
stages so call us today and help with the design of
your dream house. These homes will be in the
800 block of Allen with John Dumnell as the
General Contractor. Each home will have three
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, two car garages and lots of
pizzazz!! Call Mary King or Linda Williams for
further information on these great homes.

724 SHENANDOAH

Historic Soulard, turn this two fam-
ily back into a two family. Needs work, has newer
roof, and tuckpointing. $24.900

726 SHENANDOAH
Looking to rehab in the Soulard area? One fo the
few remaining buildings for rehabbers, lots of
space for the creative individual and amuch sought

h%er four car garage, zoned commercial S%

-

"
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A WORD FROM PHYLLIS YOUNG
ALDERMAN 7th WARD

Nineteen ninety-three was a ban

ner yvear for housing production in
th Ward. Benton Park, Fox
ark. McKinley Fox, and Soulard all
have housing corporations that
have been very active.

Fox Park leads the way! Twenty
two units of rental housing for low
and moderate-income families
have been under construction on
the 2600 blocks of lowa and Califor
nia by DeSales Mutual Housing
Association. Tenants have been se
lected, and soon the units will be
filled with new families. In addi
tion Operation Impact, in conjunc
tion with the housing corporation,
just completed 2640 Armand Place,
which sold immediately after the
*House of the Month®™ promotion
Plans are underway for renovation
of 2634 Armand with 2643 soon to
follow. Renovations are also under-
way for the 2700 and 2800 blocks of
Russell. These for-sale units will be
available in the spring. Everyone is
enjoying the improvements and
looking forward to new neighbors.

McKinley-Fox Housing Corpo

ration has also been active. You can

see the gress underway at 2330

36 Ru These four-family [lats
are being converted into four for
sale townhouses. The spacious

three-bedroam units are a great im
provement over the tiny apart
ments that comprised the previous
units. Be sure to watch for them in
the Post-Dispatch’s “House of the
Month” promotion in the near fu
fure

The housing corporation has
ed an 2027 Allen, which is
being renovated and sald to the terant

Soulard’s
has also been busy planning for ren
ovations to one of the oldest build
ings in the city at 811 Allen. This is
a very challenging renovation due
to the old construction techniques
used in the original building. On
the adjacent lots at B13 and B15
Allen, new housing will be con
structed. There are prequalified
buyers waiting for completion of
these units. We hope construction
will commence in the next month.

Benton Park's corporation has
been busy also. There are represen
tatives of the 7th Ward on the hous
ing corporation. However, since
there are only a few blocks of the
7th Ward in Benton Park, most of
thre activity has occurred in the 9th
Ward on Lemp Avenue

The neighborhood housing cor
porations funded by the city have
been very diligent in planning for
the renovation ol many derelict
buildings in the city. These boards
are to be commended for all the
time and effort involved in bring-
ing these new units on line.

also s

Housing Corporation

Rod Wright Cited
For Dedication to Soulard

Cited for "Outstanding Service
and Dedication to the Soulard
Neighborhood"”, Rod Wright was
honored by Tth Ward Alderman
Phyllis Young and 9th Ward Alder-
man Martie Aboussie. on Tuesday,
December 21sl1.

Wright has a long and distin-
guished record of service to this
community, most notably many
leadership positions, including
presidency of the Soulard Restora-
tion Group.

Wright was honored for service,
in particular, to the Soulard Com-
munity Housing Corporation, a
communily based organization af-
filiated with the city’s Operation
ConServ, Operation Impact, and
the Community Development
Agency. He served as president
from 1990 to 1993,

At the time of his retirement as

president, he has brought the SCHC
to the brink of their most ambitious
project ever undertaken, the Allen
Avenue Partnership. The partner-
ship will produce two ground-up
townhouses and the Trapper cot-
tage as income-eligible owner-occu-
pied homes and three 3-story town-
houses as market-rate homes.

Alderman Phyllis Young presents a
plagque to Wright.

page 6 — Ehe Soulard Rennissance — Mardi Gras ‘94
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ide $100,000 for this

|II|['I1f| £
Fhe legislation will be passed in
the next mmonth so that applications
can be taken and work could begin

in early spring. If you're interested
in participating in the program, let
me know, and 1 will contact you as
soon as the legislation is passed
Housing is the priority in the 7th
This lJ[n]:!"
that it is. I'm quite proud of all the

ward should prove
work being done throughout the
ward. Our neighborhoods will be
better for us as well as for the new
residents!

» Custom Picture Framing =’
* Needlework
+ Shadow Boxes

... also Posters,
Prints, & Post Cards

| ‘Free ‘Estimates

Blkl DYE
PLUMIBIRG €O, IDC.

Specializing in:
Renovation and Restoration
Sewer and ‘Water Repairs

/76-1800

St. Louis, Mo.
. .. in Historic Soulard

1819 Lynch




CELEBRATE THE
MARDI GRAS
SEASON
SOULARD MARKET

STYLE!

COMPLETE
CAJUN & CREOLE
COOKING SUPPLIES:

SHRIMP
SEASONINGS
OKRA
HOT SAUCES
CHICORY COFFEE
CRAWFISH
TOMATOES

SAUSAGE

PEPPERS

CHICKEN

& PACKAGED MIXES FOR:
GUMBO

DURTY RICE
ETOUFFEE

RED BEANS & RICE
JAMBALAYA

BLACKENED SEASONINGS
CAJUN FISH FRY MIX

AND, OF COURSE,
THE FRESHEST PRODUCE

IN TOWN!

LOCATED AT SEVENTH AND
LAFAYETTE STREETS
TEL (314) 622-4180

WE'RE OPEN YEAR 'ROUND
AND EASY TO FIND.
SOULARD FARMERS HMK‘I’ is
LOCATED ONE MILE SOUTH OF
BUSCH STADIUM.

ENGINECOMPANY 11:
SOULARD’S ONE-OF-A-KIND FIREFIGHTERS

by Eric Hobson

In an area as old as Soulard, with
buildings in various levels of repair,
fire protection is important. Faulty
wiring and hundred year old wood
can combine quickly with disas
trous, even deadly, consequences.
Soulard
home or business burning is not to
be relished. Ensuring that such
conflagrations do not happen, or, if
they do, that damage is minimal, is
the job of Engine Company 11, at
7th and Shenandoah, within min
utes of every address in Soulard.

Stafled by
leams of Tirefighters, Company 11
protécts an area extending from
Choutenu to Arsenal, and from the
Mississippi to Jefferson. With
soulard as the heart of ils jurisdic
tion, this is our firechouse, and the
men who make up its three teams
are worlh meeting.

At least four members of one
crew are in or around the firchouse
at all times. Whether sitting in the
“joker stand” (the walch room),
checking and maintaining equip
ment, training, cooking, reading,
sleeping, or watching the
community’s comings and goings,
the members of Company 11 can
have any piece of equipment in ser-
vice within seconds of a call. The
lirehon to twao I'r||l]-\.1 f

The thought of even one

three six-member

s s hurm

; fﬂ'ty fool 1addcr unlt, amd n fonm

truck, used for [ires and spills in-
volving [uel or hazardous chemi
cals.

These trucks are not what makes
our firchouse unique, however.
Within the station are housed the
bulk of Fire Department Marine
units: Marine units 2, 3 and 4. Re-
sponding to over two hundred calls
in the past year, this facet of the
station's responsibilities sets it
aparl from every other slation in
the city or region.

While the ground units respond
most oflen to calls within a two-
mile radius, the marine units re-
spond to calls along approximately
fifty miles of the Mississippi River.
On a recent visit to the station, Cap-
tain Steve Kotraba of C-shift told us
thal he and his colleagues are re-
sponsible for responding to all calls
on the Mississippi [rom Lock and
Dam #26 on the North to
Herculaneum on the South. They
also waork the lower end of the Mis-
souri. When they are needed fur-
ther, they go. “We've been as far
awiy ns Portage De Sioux to help,"
says Kotraba, Frequently they work
closely with the Coast Guard in res-
cue operalions.

Our livefighters rank among the
hest marine unils on the Missis-

sippi River. Kotraba eredils the high

regard the company enjoys to quali-

ty equipment, superb training,
smart crews, and, most impor-
tantly, the full support the teams
receive [rom the upper-level mem-
bers of the St. Louis Fire Depart
ment. He specifically credits the
great degree of support from Battal-
ion Chief Paul Brown and Chief
Milton Svetanics, who recognize
that St. Louis needs a strong ability
to avert disaster on the river.

The three boats stored at the 7th
Street station are designed to [ill
specific, ove |l,|;|p\np‘ service roles
i mall craf

3 are

city's ponds and lakes and in low-
lying flood areas, including the Riv-
er Des Peres and the numerous
creeks and strenms that empty into
the Mississippi River. These craft
specialize as emergency response
craft, not fire fighting units. Fire
fighting is one of the jobs of marine
unit 4, the newest member of the
fleet. This craft is a twenty-one-foot
boat donated to the city by Union
Electric, and is equipped with a 250
gallon-per-minute pump. These
three craft will be joined during the
coming year by a thirty-two-foot
boat, to be equipped with a 500 gal-
lon-perminute pump, recently ac-
quired from the Coast Guard with
help from Representative Richard
Gephardt,

The crews housed in this station
are some of the most highly trained
in the city. To fulfill their roles as
land- and water-based firefighters,
they have to be. As part of their
training, they initially worked on
the water four hours a day, receiv-
ing instruction in water-based [fire
fighting and rescue, including
scuba and hard-hat diving training.
Kolraba considers the training of
Company 11 to be comparable to
that of the paramedics and hazard-
ous malerials teams.

This year's flood put their train-
ing to the test. Among their various

the now famous propane

)
o

activities, they responded to the
washout along the downlown
floodwall, retrieved propane tanks
and other hazardous debris from
the river, rescued people who had
waited too long in their homes be-
fore trying to leave, and helped
catch the Burger King barge when
it broke away from its moorings
and careened down the river on a
ride that stopped only after it lost its
top level in a mismatched tangle
with a bridge. The divers brought in
by Phillips Petroleum to deal with
tanks

All members of these crews vol-
unteered for the ground/marine
assignment. While many 5t. Louis
Fire Department veterans wanted
nothing to do with the river, a few
genuine river rats jumped at the
chance to face the challenges that
Old Man River poses for firefighters
and rescue teams. The boating ex-
perience of some of the crew mem-
bers, combined with the intense
training they continue to receive,
makes for “river-smart” firefight-
ers.

Although the crews are young
(many of the firefighters were
handpicked from the ranks of stu-
dents at the academy) these fire-
fighters are smart and well-sea-
soned. Last year's flood helped
build these characteristics. During
the flood, marine units 2, 3, and 4
were on the walter full-time, ferry-
ing rescue teams, utilities workers,
and stranded families. They corral-
led renegade propane tanks, dis-
lodged caskets, chemical barrels,
and other hazardous and toxic ma-
terials that rode to St. Louis on the
swollen river. Many members of
these crews worked extended
shifts, getting to rest only when col-
leagues from other stations with
boating experience volunteered to
spell them. Even then, Kotraba
points out that many of Company
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11's crew would show up at the
river or al sandbagging sites, com
mitled 1o serving wherever they
could. For most of this period, the
crew of Company 11 had all the
overtime they could handle, and in
addition firefighters from conven
tional fire crews were brought in to
man the station and the trucks to
free the erew for river action

The Nood was a dangerous time
for the marine crews. Oceasionally
members of the community com
plained because from their river
side vantage point it appeared that
the crew were not active enough.
“When we're out there, were it,”
explains Kotraba, “We have to be
prepared for all possibilities, even a
relreal.” Whal appears as inaction
from the shore, however, is careful
assessment of the situations in
which these teams find themselves.
The river currents, especially in
flood stage, are treacherous,and
any diver in the muddy waters of
the Mississippi is working blind.
The last thing they want to do is to
have to rescue a teammale who be
came too reckless. More than any-
thing élse, the crews are guided by
an operational procedure suc-
cinclly stated as “You can’t over
commit yoursell. The river doesn't
forgive mistakes or attempted he-
roes.”

Company 11's future looks to be
busy. With the addition of the new
boat sometime in the spring, the
marine units will moved Lo a site at
the foot of Chouteau where a barge
based permanent station will be
constructed which will reduce their
response lime. At that time, a con-
ventional fire crew will be brought
in to take over Station 11. This relo-
cation is needed because the river is
extremely busy, and will get busier.

There is a lot of barge traffic car-
rying a wide variety of materials,
often hazardous, that must be mon-
itored and assisted when needed.
There is also a lot of pleasure traffic
on the river, especially boats going
from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic
Ocean. Riverboat gambling necessi-
tates an increased presence on the
river. As more gambling boats ply
the Mississippi's waters, Company
11 will be called upon to transport
emergency cases from the boats to
land-based medical units, to pull
inebriated gamblers from the river,
and, possibly, to light fires on board
the casinos.

From the outside, Fire Station 11
is easy o pass without a glance or a
second thought. However, this
place is a hub of activity, much of it
vital 1o Soulard and the city. Given
the diversity of talent and services
these men offer, it seems fitting that
they are located in the heart of
Soulard.

[The author wishes to thank Capt.
Kotraba and the men of C-shift for
their help in compiling this story.]

The White Cloud: A Name from History

Iy Evie Hobson

Silting on its trailer in Station 11,
the twenly-one foot White Cloud
¥leams red with lines that suggest
power andd agility. The newest boat
in the St. Louis Fire Department’s
marine fleet, this is a boat designed
to save lives and fight fires on or
near the water, It is not named for
o hrand of toilet paper. Although
Wiite Clond may seem an odd
nasme for a red [ireboat, it is a
name with a long history for St.
Louis and its Fire Department.
The first owner of that name be-
came the catalyst for the city's
long-standing commitment to fire
prolection

May 5, 1849 dawned typical in St
Lonis. The waterfron! bustled as
Iwenty three packetboats, stern
wheelers rom all along the Missis
sippi, were docked along the St
Louis wharfs loading and unload
ing the goods that helped make the
cily a prosperous center of com-
meree. Al some point a fire broke
oul on the White Cloud, the smallest
and the least loaded of all the pack
els on the river.

Because the riverboats were con
structed of wood, firewas a serious
threat to commerce and lives. Add-
g lo the polenial for disaster was
the pragmatic docking procedure of

?.'.;

The White Cloud driving doum Leonore K. Sullivan Blvd. during last summer's

flood.

tactic was demolition. Barrels of
gunpowder were placed inside
buildings just outside the fire and
detonated to destroy the building,
creating an empty buffer that the
fire could not jump over. Captain
Targee was in charge of this opera-
tion. On one trip into a building on
the edge of the [ire zone, the plug in
the barrel Targee was carrying ap-
parently came out, leaving a trail of
gunpowder following im into the
building.

The power ignited. The barrels in

spwking boats several deep alowg _the building exploded leveling the

tHe limited space on the riverban
Acting quickly, dock crews used the
fire protection procedure of the
day. They cut the White Cloud from
its moorings and pushed it into the
curren! where it could burn to the
walerline, safely isolated from the
olher heavily-laden packets.

The current did not cooperate.
The White Cloud, now burning out
aof conlrol, moved back into the
midst of the other boats, The fire
spread guickly. Then the wind
picked up out of the East and hot
embers were sent raining down on
the city’s waterfront.

The fire moved quickly into the
warehouses along the river. Eventu-
ally, the fire would consume a fil-
teen square block area: five blocks
along the river, and three blocks
wesl. Miraculously, the fire itself
only claimed four or five live, al
though some believe unsanitary
conditions from the fire contribut-
ed to the terrible cholera epidemic
later in the summer. Of the deaths
attributed directly to the fire, how-
sver, none was more sensational
than that of Captain Targee, a vol-
unieer firefighter leading the ef-
forts that day.

The firefighting equipment of
the day was fairly useless fighting
the central fire, with their lack of
prossure and low water oulput.
Against the buildings that were
burning that day, the most effective
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structure with Targee inside. Fire
department mythology maintains
that Targee’s head was later found
on top of a building five block away.

Because of the destruction
wreaked on St. Louis by this fire,
and of Targee's heroic efforts, the
city committed itsell to maintain
ing the absolutely best fire depart
ment possible. Thus, it is fitting that
when the city acquired marine fire
fighting technology, the boat was
christened White Cloud after the cat-
alyst of the Fire Department’s con-
tinued committment to excellence.

CUMBERWORTH'S

The Finest
Flowers

and
Giffs

FINE
FLOWERS
AND

GIFTS

e

HISIOMC LAFAYETTE SQUARE Amedcon
e 1907 Pork Ave. SI. Lous. MO 63104 -
142317407 A VSA|




Soulard's housing stock ranges
Irom stately mansions to humbl

coltages, and 1015 Gever Avenue
qualifies as one of the latter. The
building started as a tiny two-room

homestead built in the French Cre
ole slyle — notice the center-of-the
rool chimney in the before-rehab
photo—in the 1840's or 1850's.

The small building was enlarged
toits full size of five rooms plus attic
prior lo the Civil war; its simple
Federal-style lines and lack of a
basement made it an economical
home for generations of immi

wiis seized for back taxes by the City

== > - by

SOUL

Dilapidated and unwanted, 1015 Geyer Avenue

ARD

grants and renters until fairlv mod
ern limes

Unfortunately, damage from fires,
vandalism, weather and poorly exe
cuted prior remodeling rendered
this building not only uninhabitable,
but in real danger of literally falling
apart. Most people had given up on
this shell, and the city ended up seiz
ing the property for unpaid taxes

Dave and Marge purchased the
shell for a nominal sum at a subse
quent sheriff's tax sale, and
rehab/rebuilding soon began. As
they gutted the building it was so

home was built within the
s e i Y o = e

R T A P T i T =

=

DRY CLEANERS

HOURS

Mon.-Fri. 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sat.

8:30a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

2401 S. 11th.
Corner of 11th. and Barton
St. Louis, Mo. 63104
772-1991

Providing The Quality and Service you deserve

Repair & Alteration
Service Available

Seasonal Storage

Wedding Gowns Cleaned & Preserved

HHHEH Neighborhood Fabric

' Jay Gibbs
unsound that all that remained sal
vageable (or even standing!) were
the
walls — talk about starting over!

After in
stalled, a concrete new floor slab

south and east exterior brick
new systems were

was poured and a new floorplan
took shape inside the antique walls
The new roof structure was built of
scissor trusses (picture the shape of
the blades of a pair of scissors in the
all-the way-open position) allowing
cathedral ceilings throughout the
interior of the 1300 square foot

space.

During rehab by Dave and Marge, the roof, all of the
interior, and the back wall were razed. Then a new
remaining old structure.

i ; e _'..r!_;',:‘,q

A contemporary and charming
floorplan makes the two-bedroom
cottage seem much larger, even
with its slightly altered roofline, is
faithful to the original building's
French Creole/Federalist roots
Here is a fine wedding of antique
architecture and new technology,
of a new home constructed inside
old walls. Yes, even heavily dam
aged shells can be economically
saved when rendered by creative
minds and capable hands

Dave and Marge love their new
home, and like Soulard so much
that they have purchased and
begun rehabbing another ravaged
building, a two-family shell at 1111
Allen Avenue. Welcome lo the
neighborhood, Marge and Dave!

1015 Geyer Avenue Shines again as a finished two
bedroom cottage home.

2001 Menard
at Allen

664-7869 ¥
Happy Mardi Grasl!!

ARCELIA'S

Authentic Mexican Food of Old Mexico

Syncopation
G.J_.u'r IR LS

Sbiileird

Try Our

MARGARITAS

7:00 am - 9:00 pm — DAILY
Friday & Saturday — Open til 10:30 pm
2501 South 9th at Victor
1 Block West of Broadway (7th) in Soulard
Carry Outs — 776-5900

Available from Mr, Soulard
Carlis Dawson 664-9738

*Syncopauon in Soulard” i 3 new neigh orood video—

a video which feaiures where we live and celebrate our

Did you ever wish you could take Soulard home
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Community

Involvement

Needed

by Dorathea Davis

State Representative, 63rd District

No ane will ever be able to think
of the year 1993 without thinking of
the Great Flood and the tragedy it
left in its wake. Thousands became
homeless. Businesses were de
stroyed.

Just as memorable were the thou
to the aid of
friends, neighbors and total strang
ers. [ hope that in 1994 we can gar
ner that spirit of community on a
daily basis as we work to make our

.‘-il”\l.‘i \\'ll[! came

neighborhoods safer places in
which 1o live.

Not nll residents of Soulard real
iz¢ how fortunate we are to have
individuals such as Bob Kraiberg,
Dave Lewis, Clark Rowley and
many others who volunteer their
lime to protect their neighborhood.
They ride with the crime patrol,
educate and inform on salety is
sues, become block caplains. Their
conlinued efforts have led to a more
light-knit communily. They should
be commended for that effort.

Other neighborhoods are nol as
foriunale. Solutions are being
sought on both the city and state
levels. Crime and safety have be-
come Lhe number one issue.

As the 1994 legislative session be
of Rep

resentatives will look at several pro

gins, the Missouri House

posals to attempt to reduce crime.
These include: stricter gun control
legislation, revision of the Juvenile
Code, possible boot ecamp for first
time offenders, preventive mea
sures on drugs and alcohol, and in
crease in the time actually served in
P
are just a few of the issues that we
will address, revise and possibly

n by violent offenders. These

pass this session.

Meanwhile, there is a great need
to reach out to our young people. As
parents, business people and con
cerned citizens, we should expect
nothing but the best for our chil
dren. There is much lacking in edu
cation (Missouri is 49th in the na
tion), counseling and treatment of
substance abuse, recreational facili
ties and, most importantly, jobs.

As a community, we can become
part of the solution, expanding our
efforts, becoming n mentor to one
child or many. Let us pass on the
benefits of the knowledge, creativi-
ty and guidance that we were fortu
nate enough to receive in our
youth, but that many of our young
people may lack today.

MUSICO

1994 MARDI GRAS
February 5-15

HURRICANS UNIQUE BEADS

Watch the Parade Sat. Feb. 12
at the corner of 9th ‘@ Geyer
Call for our complete Mardi Gras

Entertainment Guide 231-1860
Jagermeéisteron TAP

1860 S. 9th Street

HISTORIC SOULARD

231-1860

Strategic Plan for the
Soulard Neighborhood

11's 1994, and with the new year
Ihere are big plans ahead for
Soulard. As partofla neighborhood
wide planning initiative, Aldermen
Aboussie and Young and ConServ
Officer Mary Hart will work with

Soulard residents to develop a stra
legic plan for the neighborhood
The plan will outline goals, objec
lives and specific tasks in six spe

cific areas of emphasis: Education,
Safety, Recreation, Beautification,
Marketing, and Housing.

I'he Strategic Plan for Soulard
will be developed through six com
millees, comprised of neighbor
hood residents, one for each of the
stibject areas above. Beginning this
month, Aldermen Aboussie and
Young will appoint residents to
serve on these committees. The
commnittees will be small, from five
o seven members each. They will
meel with the ConServ Officer be
tween thiree and five times over the
nex! few months to review the de
velopment of the Strategic Plan and
ke nppropriate changes as neces-
sary. The key to this approach is
that it allows neighborhood resi
dents 0o sel priorities for their
neighborhood with the city. The
plan is intended to serve as the blue-

SourARD DELL

print for the future development of
Soulard
()li(|‘.'Il'fJ!]]]i]l‘]i’flrilrI(Jf'l“'.“;!lii
tegic Plan has been assembled it
will be presented to neighborhood
organizations throughout Soulard
for their input and comments, If
you have any questions or com
ments about the Strategic Plan or
the committees being formed
please contact Mary Hart at 622
4628 between B:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m., Monday through Friday.
—submitted by Mary Hart, ConServ

The Great
Grizziy

Bear (¥
of
Soulard E

1027 Geyer at Menard
231-0444
Serving Lunch

Billy Peek Day & Night Sat., Feb.12, Mardi Gras
Fan Appreciation Show —Fat Tue., Feb. 15
BILLY PEEK:
Feb.4,5,1,12, 18,19
SOULARD BLUES BAND
Feb. 26, 27

l“;

elina’s

2100 South Ninth

al Russell in

Historic Soulard

Real Close to Downtown

Hours:

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

Closed Sunday

For prompt take-out call
773-11710or  FAX 773-4333

Mardi Gras Specials: Mafulotos — Red Beans & Rice
No Tickets Needed

MITHRA
GLASSWORKS

Leaded and Stained Glass Windows
Lamps and Hangings
Original Designs and Reproductions
Now Offering Custom Mirrors,
Tabletops and Mirror Re-Silvering
Complete Line of Hobby Supplies
Classes Forming NOW!

HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri.

865-3877

Sat. 9:30-5:00
1304 SIDNEY
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Clementine’s — Prime Rib...and Much More

i 1 a surprising breadth of en

& t es: | 1 Nne oc ¥ stan
A lards 1il hicken [ried steak, meat

f, 1 pi ind sandwiches to

formal lishes including

I 1k broiled secallops, pepper

wil th cog uce and prime rib

o 1iad heard from many

1y dart s that Clementine's prime
n 10w [ i
Id
i n es al ( L1 1l
I 1 1
pot bread w
1l icle
A 1

ind salads

were made up of

a nice variely ol [resh greens and

veggies. The house oil and rasp

berry vinaigrette dressing was ex
ceptionally good. Potato
choices (fries or baked) were
satisfying and done just
right

The herb chicken ($6.75)
was a bit overdone but still
had a distinct light flavor that
was well received. Grilled
smoked pork loin ($6.75) had

flavor to recommend it. Veal

and Mavorful and was served

PLACE
FOR
STEAKS!!!

Recommended by SEDG MEAD

Introducing
Tucker’s Place

WEST
14282 Manchester Rd.
227-8062
&
In Historic Soulard
2117 S. 12th St.
772-5977

a meltin-your-mouth smoke

Parmesan ($6.95) was tender

with a side of pastn Bacon-wrapped

filet mignon ($7.95) was very tender

and done exactly to order, The sp«

Security
Systems

cial of the day was chicken fried

steak ($6.75) served with must

green I-u.ll -\. III._.‘I.” d .‘.'.-l_ Tommy Phi"ips

[nclar Joc ‘-I..'.h : ; 1 Sales Representalive

ter made it delicious and the pep

pery gravy on the mashed potatoes X " i
kick. Mustard B804 Lebanon Drive

St. Louis, MO 63104
Office Telephone: 314 621-8964
Voice Mail: 314 621-4610
Ext. 139
Home: 314 771-7117

r rounding

O eNnlrecs wer

the beel entr

rib ($7.95/8 oz. or $0.95/12 oz.) i

certainly among the best any of u

menl, few
We did

1y pie and key lime pie, b

Alter
[ wom for desserl

1 generou

Kitesin Sovlard

Sunday, March 20th
Pontiac Park
1:00-3:00 PM

h were quite good. The

v pie would have been even

er if it were warmed a bil. Re

markably, our dinner for eight
came in under $90.00 with drinks
For a multi-course meal as generous On the first day of Spring, kids
ns is served at Clementine'’s, it's under age !‘lf[l‘.‘fl‘-'l‘ will Ilf.'l[]'.l'l in
tough to beat the price.
Clementine's has been a popular
Soulard neighborhood fixture since
the 70's. As the first gay bar in the
neighborhood, Clementine's con
tinues to uphold and build on its
tradition as a landmark in the area.

Lest straight patrons have concerns,

Pontiac Park for an old fashioned
Kity Fly. The event is being spon
sored by the local Business and
Neighborhood associations, and co
ordinated by the Soulard Beyond
2000 committee.

There will be Coca-Cola, hot dogs,
contests, fun and festivity. Don’t be
late... Call 664-9738 to volunteer to
help this fine effort for all the kids

be advised that “breeders” are wel
come, too.

in Soulard,

"

Now Open! 15% discount

Book Nook

Used and Discounted Books
2237 South Grand (4 blocks south of |-44)
772-0606

#bring In this ad for a 15% discount #

THE

SIDDENS
GROUP, inc

% Specializing in employee benefit programs:
Managed care, 401(k), life, dental, disability,
individual life and health.

< Foranoobligationreview of your present plan,
call 773-1600.
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Real Estate Values & Sales Up in 1993

by Alan Richard

proved to be the vear

e price of
$101,064, the first time in at least
that the aver:

1ge price has

digits

average house
wnlly again in
St Louis City and County, thisis an

ient. It's the

ssive achieve

rht year the average price

is Soulard has increased

- also saw the highest in
sale for a single-family
in the neighborhood,

100, It was also the year that
lly saw the Day Care Center on
Street sell to buyers who will
. it should be! We wish you
"n very best, Phil and Hilda, on the
ambitious job yvou're undertaking

wilh John Durnell’s assistance
Have house prices as a whole

begun lo increase? We did sell three

properties for more than they had
hased for in 1992, in one

In each case, the

been pure

ns, but did not

IOV

ung, they lirmed up as val

ues hardened much

their asking prices, but

People got

[‘.‘-;' of that may be due to more
realistic asking prices. Many prop
erties sold very quickly, some
within two weeks, while a few were
sold which had been on the market
for over two years

With these excellent resulls, you
should feel comfortable with the
value of your Soulard home. But
resulls are only as good as yesterday
in what is still a volatile economic
climate. So what will we see in
19947

The first is a fairly safe guess

Because so much property has sold,
property inventory is running low,
probably the lowest year's start in at
least three years. | think it will re
main relatively low in 1994, and less
houses will sell in total, but the av
erage price will increase yel again
The average price is already up
for 1994 on the houses already un
der contract, and the relative short

NSRIONS CAFE

age of good quality listings may
force the beginnings of a turn
vround in what has been for almos

five vears o buver

would be interesting! Generally

aking are selling, I think

1wil

nr best price in 1994

better than any in the last thre
VENTs

The houses that sell [astest ai
those that are best presented. In
Soulard, top dollar goes to either
well preserved and restored his
toric interiors or, alternately o
well finished and designed contem
porary gut rehabs.

Things that will hurt your sale
price or slow you down are: “color
dating” kitchens, carpels, or
interior color schemes that date
back to the early 80's or before; do
ityourself shortcuts like suspended
ceilings, plastic plumbing instead
of copper, paper hanging over old
plaster, or stucco effect to cover old
ceilings; lack of light; small rooms;
and outdated kitchens and baths.

Pluses are wood [loors (tear up
those old carpets il you can), open
plan designs, yards, wood burning
stoves or fireplaces, light or pastel
colors, well-restored original trim,
exposed brick, nice kitchens, good
masler baths, and of course garages.

808 GEYER

IN SOULARD

436-0828

Party Room and Catering Now Available
Seating by our two fireplaces
Open during House Tours

FEATURING
Creole Sampler M Seafood Platter M Jambalaya
Raspberry Chicken B Cajun Pasta @ Shrimp Creole
Blackened Catfish

OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11 A.M.
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Soulnrd

continues its
neighbot

ire beginnin Nlow. Are

Vi KINg n N 8W ‘:.' !I’Illlll
I back from tl lo the
It's certalr gl
| ner 1 n «
I 1 I 1 ( I
I l "
| | VO i
ipariments nnd rironi hon
1. Lou i rimous polentia
1 1= 1 \ lo n
n
I 1 Eurog has ne
ped residentially Jut,
m that, there are enough

lopments going on and slated

[or dow

wn to promote some

11 The county is also
further and further west

vay 40 1s becoming more and

of a parking lot, as is I-70, in

rush hours. There are plenty of rea
sons lo live in the city.

We are all aware of the rehabbing
gaing on in Soulard |'i"|']|-'l!|\' the

I

important outstanding ques
lion is; when will we sec new single
family construction come back in
andd aronnd downtown? And, will
Soulard be the pioneer in 19947

In the shorl term, 1 think we will
conlinue lo see a steadily progres
sive revival in strong city neighbor

hoods, with a crossover into the
if there's any

wenker areas. Bul,

move of the pendulum in the y
ahead, it will continue to be gmr]u.al



by Toneca Yarbrough

“Dear Grandma,

Hi, how are you? In English class
we are doing a writing project. Qur
leacher told us to write a letter to an
clder (ouch!) of ours, ashing them to
tell s about a memorable experience
of a holiday that would never be for-
gotien. We are taking our veplies and
trning them into a story. The letter
can be about any holiday such as
Christmas, Easter, Halloween, etc.
Since I am getting a reply from you I
have a great chance of getting an A+.
(Yes, love, you're in the will.)
Michael Kettler
I.5. Please give the reply ol the

Love,

memory of when you were a little
girl."

“Dear Michael,

If Easter meant itchy new clothes
and Christmas sometimes lell shor!
of expectations the one holiday that
was never disappointing as | was
growing up in New Orleans was
Mardi Gras..."

Al, bul that was another time
and another place. Now I've had a
decade of Soulard Mardi Gras Cele-
brations to garner a myriad of
memories, not all of which are ap-
propriate for Michael's paper.

Just when the world seems to
have lost its sense of humor along
comes the mayhem of the carnival
season; a meeting of the minds and
mind a great equalizer,

ATE

s come n to play.
L1IE PARADE. We were perhaps

a little too smug, there in our vin-
lage limo, tossing beads and royal

CAre & CATERING
[

restaurant/catering

1808 s. minth street
in historic soulard
st. louis, mo 63104
314.621-9598
314.621-6329 fax

please call for

reservations

available for
private parties

waves to the crowds along the pa
rade route. On the small float we
towed, Pops Porter offered his in
imitable renditions, he and his key
board among faux blue skies and
cirrus clouds. Yes, we were sure to
win a prize. Then it happened. Just
a block Lo the judges’ stand at Men
ard and Russell, and the car lost
power. We veered to the left, east
onto Russell, momentum carrying
us over the barricade, sending the
crowd scurrying for safety like a
scene from “National Lampoon’s
Animal House".

THE BALL. A brick sitting on my
window sill before me bears a brass
plaque that reads, “1986, Soulard
Mardi Gras Ball, Best Costumed
Couple”. He was Rhetl to my Scai
let. Hoop-skirted and corsetted, 1
gained new respect for antebellum
Southern women. At the end of the
evening there was no mystery
about “what’s under there?"”.

THE WEATHER. One may be
sunburned or frostbitten. We've
had it both ways. Being the re
sourceful people that we are, nei-
ther rain nor sleet nor snow ruin
the party. When one neighbor hired
a Dixieland combo for his patio
party and an ice storm forced the
festivities indoors the group set up
in the dining room. It was an ear-
shattering experience, but the band
played on.

I volunteered to help out at the Chil-
dren's Fair? Picture a school gym, a
hundred children, and enough raw
materials to glue and feather and
glitter every Soulard man, woman
and child. Feel the terror of this
grown-up whose “crafty” days are
long-forgotten. See the joy as boys
and girls created masks, beads,
headbands and treasures ad infini-
tum. Join the volunteers for “de-
briefing™.

HURRICANES. It was another
fine mess I'd gotten mysell into
when [ hawked beverages at a side-
walk stand. Soulard has adopted
this New Orleans concoction of rum
and fruit juices as a traditional Mar-
di Gras drink. Hurricanes were
available in plastic cups, attractive
souvenir glasses, in my hair, down
my blouse and on my shoes. Hurri-
cane mix has the adhesive quality of

the glue at the Children's

Focusing on

customer needs.
MZ=RCANTIL=
BAK

1731 S. Broadway * 421-3200

Fair.

THE PEOPLE. It's pi-
rates and princes, neigh-
bors and strangers, big
kids and little kids that
make the Soulard Mardi
Gras special and unique.

“As every writer knows,
Michael, there is no story
without the characters.

Love,

Grandma"

David's Design Salon

65 Yo stronger,

shinier, healthier looking
HAIR

CAT™ Hair Care System

i CBTR Fystem.

ne technobogy
v up to B5%

ions, treats and styles
Grves hair the strength 1o keep on shining
Ask for it today

92933 South Grand
771-9001

Was it far into a “happy-hour” when

BSH
Development
€O,

One-, two-, & three-bedroom
garden, townhouses and
alley houses
Rents
$325 - $750 /month
2306 South 13th Slreel * SL. Louis, Missouri ® 63104

(314) TT6-1811

1731 5. 7th » St. Louls, MO 63104 « 314.241.7956
Please visit and enjoy one of our specialties:

Fresh Norwegian Peppered Pork Peppered Beel

Salmon Tenderloin Tenderloin Filet
v Tesmon Rulter INH Savee w/Garlic Mayonnaise Savee nyCngnac Sovce

Grilled Chicken Dreast
e/ Inelican Marmalode

SOULARD'S UPSTAIRS

Fresh Sea Scallops
w/lemon Buter Garlic Savce

Thank you for your business

Lunchean Reservations — we appreciate it!
Private Parifes « Business AMeetings : it
Breakfast. ‘Dan & Tim Badock
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The Further Adventures of an Amateur Rehabber

A Glance Ahead and a
Fond Look Back

by Jay Gibbs

I'm baaanack! I put the "Amateur
Rehabber™ column on hiatus whilst
| was editor of this fine publication,
but now that I'm just a writer again,
I have more time for the fun stull.
I1"s good to be back!

For you recent arrivals, this col
wmn has humorously chronicled
the ups, downs and side trips of
turning my hulk of a shell into a
rchabbed home. Along the way 1
discovered the grit of plasterdust,
the horrors of airborne fiberglass,
the highs of being featured on
house tours and the lows of rehab
ber burnout. As the Grateful Dead
sang, “What a long, strange trip it's
heen!™

The last of these columns I'd writ
len before becoming editor was
about “The Wall™, the 6-fool tall 62-
foot long fence 1 was laying brick-
by-brick myself along our south
property line. For those of you wait-
ing with bated breath, I finished up
that wall on November 17, 1992
afller l'wo years of grueling, obses
sive work. Like the rehab of the
house and garage, it was a tough go
at limes, but the result is certainly
worlh all that effort.

By spring, 1993, my brick-
searred, mortar-enaten hands had
healed, and 1 needed a new PRO-
JECT to sink my finger nubs into.
My parents had, coincidentally,
started making snide remarks
about “the boardwalk™, the ply-
wood pieces that have comprised,
since mid-1988, the sidewalk be
tween my back door and the alley.

All true rehabbers know how
sometimes things meant lo be truly
temporary become semi-perma-
nent because of chronic budget con-
sirainls, or because we rehabbers
just GET USED TO these anachro-
nisms, even though they are plainly
and painfully evident to everybody
else. This syndrome seems indige-
nows 1o the rehabber population,
like plasterdust cough. Exnmmples
include chewing gum wads patch
i plumbing leaks, benl nails per
forming as doorknobs, sheet plastic
substituting as interior walls_.and
plywood serap, along with bricks,
rocks and pieces of concrete, fune
tioning as a usable but treacherous
walkway. The only problem was,
alter live years, my sidewalk was
heginning to rol!

So 1 decided to lay a new side
walk in its place, composed of some
of the zillions of bricks I'd scav
enged around the neighborhood
over the years. But, like every rehab
project I've ever tonched, before
project X" could be attempled, pro
Jects "Y", 42" "AT, BT and “C" had

to be done first, in true flow chart
fashion. This threeday brick side
walk project ended up taking
months!

First 1 had to bury a permanent
wire supplying electricity from the
house to the garage; then 1 had to
grade and level the sidewalk sile;
then ! had to dig a trench, build a
foundation, and build the 8inch
high edge (more bricklaying,
AAAGH!) of the future, raised patio.
Then it turned out that I'd graded
down too far, so [ had to wheelbar
row more [ill back inte the construc
tion site, and then carry about 118
5 gallon buckets of sand to form the
“bed” of the brick sidewalk. Finally
I had to haul down, from their tall
stacks in the garage, about 1000
sidewalk bricks, a.k.a. “pavers” in
rehabber dialect. Laying the bricks
themselves was the easy part, and
wow, what a difference! I should've
done it years ago! And oh, don't cry
for the plywood; I cut it up and used
it for kindling in our wood stove.

The other major change made in
1993 was that I finally had to trade
in my old car. You may have seen
me chugging around the neighbor-
hood in my red and white 1981
Ford Mustang ['d nicknamed “Rust-

—bucket”, a title that gradually be-

caine more and more accurate over
the years. Oh, how libused that car!

I hauled in or on top of Rustbuc-
ket: extension ladders; oak porch
posts; old doors; rolls of fiberglass;
bags of masonry cement; lumber
and hardware of every description;
and nearly every other object
known to rehabberdom. The last
thing I tied down to the luggage
racks bolted atop Rustbucket's roof
was a 250-pound east-iron balcony
railing; the car creaked and
squeaked but still faithfully com-
pleted the task.

But, its transmission was slip.
ping, its floor was rusting, the bat-
teries were leaking, and the odome
ter was well onto the far side ol
100,000 miles. So il was with genu-
ine sadness thal | wenl car shop
ping, and finally traded in trusty
old Rustbucket.

I bought a 1992 Ford Ranger pick:
up truck at Don Brown Chevrolet,
made famous by that wildly gestur
ing older gentleman on TV, They
treated me right, and as Glen Camp-
bell sang, “I Love My Truck.” The
denlership said the truck is green,
but my friends-who-know-about-
such-things assure me the color is
“feal”. I suspect colors like “leal” are
a yuppie conspiracy, but hey Lown
it, I'm paying for it, so get used toit!

Ironically, since buying the truck
I've used it relatively little for haul-
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ingg, mveh less so than Rustbucket

Hut that's golng to change, |
think. There's o For Sale sign on Hhe
Aimateur Relinbiben

honse, My wile and Tave not leaving

s fondly loved
Soulord, no, we're purchasing
another unrenovaled house here in
the neighborhood, and it's quite a
building to convinee us to sell aur
beloved home (o k.a. my PROJECT
for the last 10 1/2 years). I'll say no
more about this here, excepl please
someone buy our beautiful 4 bed
room, 2 1/2 bathroom rehabbed/re
stored townhouse s0 we ean go
wade in plaster dust again! T need
material for more Amateur Rehab
ber calumns!

Finally, as of this month 1've
been writing for this publication for

My rotting "Boardwalk” plywood

sidewalk. What a backyard eyesore!

len yenrs, almost ane third of my
1ife. Wheu! My very flost agtlcle bn
the (then) Soulard Restorationdst ap

pesred in February, 1004, how
many of you romember that? In
that article, which was (he bagin
ming ol iy Arnntenr Helhinbber
column (but not yel so narmed) |1

deseribed prospecting lor caves in
my own basement, IF you can b

lieve it. Yep, | was (hyuk yul golly

Hee) more p{u”]l'h' 1o the waord ol
hoosiers (uh oh, where's my polit
cal correciness todny?) back then
I'm feeling so nostalgic, hey, with
Editar Steve's permission Il re-run
that ancient text right here, for your

(and my) bemusement. So read an,
Amateur Rehabiber fans, and antil
next time...see you al Mardi Gras!

My new “paver” sidewalh—-I knew
those old bricks I've been saving all

these years would someday be handy!
y — ey e
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Thar's Caves in them thar Cellars!

by Ji
Storationis

1y Clbbs
t, Feb. 1984)
Did you ever dig a hole as a kir

d to tunnel all the

from
Ihe Sowlard Re

elermine vy 1«

enter of the earth or even 1«
China? Remember that u-ul}!ml].,
‘I'm gonna do it!" feeling? Now,

nagine a grown adult in a dark,
ink Soulard basement digging
hole after hole in damp, lilthy coal

cinders, Ridiculous, right?

Itight, Bt 1 did it folks, no kid
ling. The object of my search was
no less than a cave that allegedls
runs right under my house. The [or
mer owner assured me that part ol

the celebrated Soulard cave
wis aceessible by a manmade verti
enl tunnel whose covered top wi
mtalizing three feet below my
earthen basement floor. He even
poainled oul the exact spol, for my
convenience,

“No problem” thought 1 as I en
lered the work area, fitted out like an
old miner, with shovel, pick, flash
light and delermination. The cellay
should have qualified as a cave itself,
or al least n dungeon. How could any
basement possibly be that musty,
damp, and disgusting without a cave
under it, right? Wrong.

I dug into the cinders with blind
gold rush enthusiasm, oblivious to
the diseomfort of stooping over in
the low room. | unearthed broken
lower pols, pieces of anligue bot
tles, rusty forgotten pipes, a crusty
old spoon, and even some whole,
ornamental bricks. But [ hit clay,

syslem

5 n

E_c.o HAPPY HOURS:%

M-Th S?PM ir
\ F quﬁfq 7 PM

! ’\E =316 GEYER £
7 -0921 X7
///; 436 (UI"‘ :‘! w&%‘x\

honest-to-goodness virgin Missouri
muck, about two feet dowmn, Soon
came a ereeping thought that some
thing might be amiss, Did [ quit?
No! I doggedly dug holes all around
the first one, and then some more,
until the surface resembled a bomb

testing range. There may be a Santa
Clnus, but no, Virginia, there is no
cave entrance under my house. 1
know because | even drove iron
rods into some of the holes as a last
ditch effort to find a hollow spot

My contractor thanked me for
helping him dig up the debris in
preparation for pouring a cement
floor, but my back was not so appre
ciative. Still, my prospecting
yielded a wheelbarrow load of an
tique trim brick, in addition to the
knowledge that one hundred years
of coal cinders spread over a floor
amounts to quite a bit. This trea
sury of tailings is now located in my
[_f.'ll'.'lﬂl'.iTI('il.‘-l‘.’illl\"nllr'r':lf".‘-h’:\‘il‘\'&'
the evidence. Moral of the story: if
rehabbing becomes tedious, try dig
ging lor caves. You never know
what will turn up, and you might
even gel your name in the paper.
Oh, by the way, there is also sup
posed to be a secret, hidden sub-cel
lar room under the kitchen. Anyone
wanna help me find it?

Next issue: What occurs regularly
in this same basement during the
rainy season after the concrete floor
was poored? Stay tuned for details.

(Reprinted by permission. Yes, we
gave ourselves permission toreprintit—ed.)

PRESERVATION
PLAN ON IT

Planning on restoring a house, saving a [
landmark, reviving your neigh-
borhood? @

Gain a wealth of community
experience and B Make new friends

help preserve our
historic and archi-
tectural heritage.
Join the National
Trust for Historic
Preservation and

Join the
SOULARD RESTORATION
GROUP
Be a part of the Neighborhood
Association of Historic Soulard
Have a voice in what happens in YOUR

Sign me up as a member of SRG

$30 Family
— $18 Individual
—_ $12 Non-Volting
[ Senior

support preservation NAME
| efforts in your com- ADDRESS
munity. CITY,STATE, ZIP

Department PA
1785 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

IHI1 II

o .

I--I

.I‘h

the Soulard Historic District)

Write: Return to: Soulard Restoration Group
National Trust for P.O. Box 13312
Historic Preservation Soulard Station

St. Louis, MO 63157
(Voling members must live in or own property/business in
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THANK YOU, SOULARD

For Giving Us

A RECORD BREAKING YEAR!

31 Houses in Soulard sold or under contract by us during 1993!.....ccvveeeneanss
3rd Successive year million dollar and multi-million dollar club in Soulard!......

18 Iouses in Soulard SOLD over $100,000 by us during 1993!.....ccvvnenee...

Pat, Alex, and myself wanted to say a big “Thank You” for the confidence you’ve shown in us since
we've anchored ourselves here in the neighborhood. You made me “Rookie of the Year” in 1991.
Now, in 1993 you’ve made us the brightest new brokerage in the city!

O G A DL
2401 S. 13th 2220 S. 11th 966 Geyer 2624 S. 11thi"

. 810 Ann 902 Soulard
$156,000 $145,000 $139,000 $135,000 ' $89,000 $85,000
1017 Lafayette 1852 S.10th 2726 S. 13th 820Ann . '2637S.12th 2352S.10th
$89,000 $110,000 $78,500 . $92,000 ©\ $139.000 $79.900
1827S.9th  '2115 Menard | 1010 Geyer  12208S.9th' | 2310S.13th 814 Ann
$125,000 - $L gggo 'ﬂst’é&\ $119000 L $110000%  $119,000 $89,000
1230 Sydney 720 Lami '~ 1109 Lami  2406S.13th 2219 S.12th 2620 S 11th
$76,000 s : $69 900 " $85,000 $129.000,  $129,000 $110,000

1833S.8th  2622S.13th  2340S.13th 17288, sm 1831 S.8th 1232 Sidney
$130,000 $89,900 $119,000 ' $255000. ' $125,000 $75,900

2215 Menard
$108,000
1lere’s what you said about us!

“Very professional in every respect... They knew Soulard and the city better than any other realtor we'd
spoken to... He sold it in less than a week... He priced it right... Great help all the way through to
closing...We had listed it with another brokerage. When it expired we placed it with Alan and he sold it in
a week!.. Alan Richardson Realty: Soulard’s Selling Machine!"”

To sell your city property in 1994, call Soulard’s top brokerage!
To find your dream house — city or county — we know them both! Call us!

ALAN RICHARDSON REALTY

2120 S. 11th ® 772-4097

In Soulard...Selling Soulard...In Soulard...Selling Soulard...




