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Celebrating the Good Life in Soulard — The City

A History of
Soulard Market |

By Jay Gibbs

A busy morning at Soulard Market, circa 1890. The view is looking northwest from

the corner of 8th and Julia Streets (the street are visible on the gaslamp globe).

The streetcar tracks run along Sth Street.
" Swehosky Photo Collection, School Sisters of Notre Dame

The Soulard Farmer’s Market is the last survivor of once numerous public

markets in St. Louis. A combination of good location, grit, and city subsi-
dies kept this market viable long after the others had ceased. But before
discussing the particular history of Soulard Market, it would help to place the
phenomenon of public marketing in the context of human history.
Origin of Public Markets

At one time in human history, each individual was responsible for hunting
and gathering his own food. Later, early efforts at farming developed: purposely
planting crops and raising animals in close by, accessible places, rather than
foraging near and far. Later still, humans developed specialization in their
food-raising tasks, and some areas were better suited for growing certain
grains, or for raising certain animals, than other spots. This specialization cre-
ated the necessity for the owners of various foodstuffs to barter for the foods
they didn't have.

As towns developed, situated near key water and food sources, some people
forsook raising their own food entirely, instead depending on trade for their
daily bread. As towns grew larger, a spot was customarily set aside in the center
of the settlement as the trading and bartering location for everyone. Over the
generations, these trading spots grew more established and structures were

see History, page 8

The Future of
Soulard Market

- By Sandra Zak

2004 Committee and the Pierce Report published in the St. Louis
Post Dispatch, it seems natural to focus attention on one of St. Louis’
oldest traditions and assets, as well as a historic landmark — the neighbor-
hood'’s own Soulard Market.
Yes, the Market has been around for over 150 years, but what can be done
to insure its long-term viability for another 1507
The City of St. Louis took the first step in this process last December with
the consulting group Project for Public Spaces/Public Market Collaborative
(PPS/PMC) along with the local Vandiver Group, to investigate the options and
opportunities available for the continued success of the Market. PPS/PMC has
successfully assisted numerous public markets throughout the United States
and Europe in revitalizing their structure, stabilizing merchandise mix, and
realizing their potential and growth of market share.
Over 60 people braved the elements and attended a public meeting in

. of the

w'-{iN‘lh the reports on the St. Louis metropolitan area from the St. Louis
L

gnize the potential of Soulard Market.
Consulting team members include: Project Director David O'Neil, who has
over ten years of Market Manager experience and was the driving force in the

See _an, page 16

shown here, meeting with vendors representatives.
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by Kathy Siddens

As fall steadily approaches, | would like to welcome you to our
beautiful neighborhood as we prepare for the turning of the leaves,
planting multi-colored mums, and enjoying the final stages of the
ummer’s heat.

We in the Soulard Restoration Group (SRG) were thankful for a wonder-
ful summer which allowed us to focus on beautifying our city neighbor-
hood. In fact, the SRG recently received an Aversity Award from the
Gateway to Greening Program for the gardens at 12th and Gravois and the
Soulard Farmer's Market. Gateway to Greening, Inc. supports community
development through gardening partnerships. In fact, they currently sup-
port 80 community gardens in the city of St. Louis. The purpose of this
well-deserved award is to reward the hard work of making a community
garden thrive, and celebrate urban community gardening.

Richard Eaton and his dedicated committee should be acknowledged for
their continuous efforts to make these and other Soulard gardens beautiful.
These landscaping efforts evoke a sense of pride by all of those who live in
and visit Soulard.

For residents, business people and visitors alike, the SRG crime preven-
tion committee along with the Soulard Business Association, Soulard
Neighborhood Improvement Association, and other neighbors will be host-
ing a fundraising event on September 28, 1997 at Patty Long’s Ninth Street
Abbey. | would encourage you to attend this event and enjoy a taste of the
fine restaurants and entertainment in our neighborhood while raising nec-
essary funds for safety efforts in Soulard. A special thanks to Bob Kraiberg
and the many other volunteers who make this event possible.

We would also like to welcome the efforts of those involved with the
upcoming renovations at Sts. Peter and Paul. A not-for-profit housing cor-
poration has been created to spearhead the renovation and creation of hous-
ing units at the Sts. Peter and Paul complex on Eighth Street. This exciting
project brings together our entire community.

To learn more about these activities in Soulard and those of the SRG,
please attend the next SRG neighborhood meeting, held every first
Wednesday at Trinity Lutheran School, 1809 South Eighth Street, or call
the SRG hotline at 621-6226. Hope to see you soon!
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(SOULARD (SNIPPET

Not By Chance ... It wasn't luck that led Soulard’s own Ana Chance into

way International Raceway

r[,lli 1 l'\.|'

a fab new job as chief of food services for Gate
Rather, the honchos heading up the most popular racetrack in America came
running to Ann because of her expertise in special events management, as she
amply demonstrates each year putting on St. Louis’ largest festival Soulard
Mardi Gras. Ann remembers her friends too: Soulard institutions Patty Long’s
Oth Street Abbey, Restaurant Equipment Exchange, The Framery, Richard
Marion’s 1860s Saloon and Hard Shell Cafe and the Soulard Secial Aid and
Pleasure Club now are regular vendors at the track

Food For The Soul... Apparently there weren't enough my-body-is-a-tem-
ple types to sustain the Soulard Natural Foods Store at Lafayette and South
8th streets. Let's hope there are more worshippers of another sort willing to
give the Marketplace Church a try. The church opened in July in the same
location as the briefly open natural foods store.

Food For The Soul II... On the first Sunday of every month, set the alarm
and get to Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church’s monthly breakfast, served
from 8 to 11:30 a.m. For a mere $4 for adults, $2,50 for kids, you can chow
down on pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, biscuits and gravy, orange juice,
milk and coffee. Funds raised go to pay the bills at P&P. So come on down for
some good vittles and help out a good cause. Ya hear?

Support a Grand Old Lady ... The Chatillon DeMenil (better known as
the DeMenil Mansion) is holding a major bash on Oct. 2nd to fund its main-
tainance and educational outreach programs. Tickets are $100 and up and
include music by Booz Arts, eats by Soulard restaurants and drinks from our
neighborhood brewery. Mayor Harmon will be the featured speaker. For tick-
ets or more info, call 771-5828.

Soulard: The Next Generation ... Congrats to new parents, Dena Conner
and Dave Perry, whose little nipper, Liam, can be seen strolling the streets of
Soulard under the watchful eye of Big Daddy Dave. Backpats likewise to
Heather and Todd Hageman, new parents of Abigail Suzanne.

Welcome also to 6-month-old Jeffrey Parker, whose parents, Tanya and
Ken Parker, just moved to Soulard from the Central West End.

In Memoriam... It is with regret that we note the passing last month of
one of Soulard's legendary figures, Charles Wofford, better known to neigh-
bors as Johnny Rio. Johnny, whose trademark Native American-style hat and
laidback style, made scores of friends in the neighborhood and far beyond. At
the New Orleans style wake held at Molly’s Bar, hundreds of friends celebrat-
ed his life far into the night. Johnny was a Soulard original and he will be
missed. See page 12 for a tribute to Johnny Rio.

Canoe Tripped...Word on the street is that the August bacchanal better
known as the Soulard Restoration Group (SRG) annual float trip was a roar-
ing success. However, everyone on the trip is likely to remember “Soulard’s
Folly,” the low hanging tree that caused the tipping of nearly every canoe in
the group. Was that the cause of the marital discord SRGers are still chuck-
ling over? It's my theory that canoeing together is second only to rehabbing
together as the activity most likely to be cause a breakup. Anyone disagree?




Drive-By Gallery 2y Dave Lewis
= Conveniently located at
for RESldntS the foot of Chouteau, and
continuing south to Russell Blvd. is a permanent exhibit of a
current art form known variously as subway art, underground
art, or by names less complimentary. Readers are encouraged
to drive or cycle east on Chouteau to the floodwall and turn
right, heading south, to examine the images donated to the
City by aerosol artists from all over the country.

Underground Superfest ‘97 was the result of careful plan-
ning by local artists who obtained permits from the City, the
blessing of officials, and mention of the event on the Internet.
Mary Lou Green, of Operation Brightside, is quoted as noting
that “the difference between art and graffiti is permission”.

Artists began their creations on Saturday, August 8th and
on the Wednesday following, many artists were still continu-
ing their work. Several cars and many pedestrians were mov-
ing along in each direction viewing the work as it progressed, some stopping
to retrieve spray cans and place them in containers provided for the
painters. The trash barrels had been used as work platforms instead of
receptacles.

Soulard residents who find any of this sort of work in the neighborhood
are encouraged to report its location to the Citizens Service Bureau at 622-
4800 so it may be promptly removed. The display on the floodwall is excel-
lent where it is, though some of the efforts display a higher degree of perfec-
tion or talent than others. Go see for yourselfl

Code and  What does the Code and Zoning Committee Do?
ZOﬂiﬂg The Soulard Restoration Group (SRG) Code and

Zoning Committee provides historic guidance to
property owners who want to renovate or rehab the outside facades of their
property. This committee also provides recommendations to the Heritage

¢ at City Hall regar
related to properties in the

and Urban Design Committe

ol proposed rehabs or renovations
Soulard neighborhood
We Can Help!

Do you nes on the histornic code for you

t? Do you want more history aboul t
n? The Code and Zoning Committee can pro
vide you with the information. You can contact the committee
by leaving your name and phone number on the SRG phone
line: (314) 621-6226
Rehabbing the Front Facade of Your Property?

Contact the Code and Zoning Committee. We can provide
assistance so your plans meet the historic standards estab-
lished by Soulard’s code and zoning ordinance. You'll want this
guidance before you obtain your permit for vour rehab or reno-
vation project.

Join the Code and Zoning Committee

We need your help. You do not have to be a member of the SRG to join
the Code and Zoning Committee! Please contact us at the SRG phone line,
314-621-6226, and leave your name, phone number and any questions. We'll
contact you with the date and location of the committee meetings.

Oor Treno

property you live

g 3 A M L L Lo ’
To obtain Code and Zoning Committee minutes
We look forward te hearing from you!
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WELCOME THE
CHANGE OF THE
SEASONS WITH
A BOUNTIFUL
HARVEST
FROM OUR
REGION AND
THE COUNTRY'S
FINEST FARMS

A WIDE VARIETY OF APPLES
SQUASHES GALORE

A COLORFUL ARRAY OF
FALL GARDEN PLANTS

PEPPERS , HOT,
SWEET AND CRISP

JELLIES AND JAMS FROM THE
SUMMER'S BEST FRUITS

AROMATIC MULLING SPICES
JUICY, RIPE TOMATOES

FRESH AND FLAVORFUL
HERBS

SPICY HOT SAUCES

ASSORTMENT OF ETHNIC
STYLE SAUSAGES

FLORIDA'S FINEST
CITRUS FRUITS

DELICIOUS BREADS,
COOKIES AND PASTRIES

SOUP STARTERS, PASTAS,
COFFEES AND TEAS

...ALL FRESH
FROM THE FARM
AND PRICED
FAR BELOW AREA
SUPERMARKETS.

LOCATED AT SEVENTH AND
LAFAYETTE STREETS
TEL (314) 622-4180

WE'RE OPEN YEAR 'ROUND
WEDNESDAY THU SATURDAY.
SOULARD FARMER'S MARKET IS
LOCATED ONE MILE SOUTH OF
BUSCH STADIUM.

| Graft and Corruption

Saves Soulard
By Bob Kraiberg

Tired of reading about fundraising
scandals in Washington? So are we!
That's why we've organized one of
our own here in Soulard! Why just
read about graft and corruption when
you can actually participate in it? |

Seasoned Soulardians will know |
we're referring to our annual Soulard
Elections, otherwise known as the
“CRIME DOESN'T PAY (except-in-
this-one-case)" event,

The Mayor of Soulard, Ray “Graft
and Corruption” Soaib, Sheriff Rudy
Piskulick, Dog Catcher Katy
Lashmett, and Sanitation Engineer
Terry Nelson (who is interested in a
promotion) are running for re-elec-
tion against yet unknown and unde-
clared candidates. One dollar equals
one “vote” for the candidate of your
choice. Buy a $25 ticket and “vote”
25 times. Blocks of tickets equals
blocks of “votes”. The only difference
in real elections and Soulard elec-
tions is that we admit that money
will buy you the election. Political
shenanigans are not unheard of.
Graft and corruption at its best!

Elections will be held at the
Annual Crime Committee Fund-
Raiser on Sunday Sept. 28th at the
9th Street Abbey from 4:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. For $25 (tax deductible)
you get four hours of live entertain-
ment, outstanding food donated by
area restaurants, lots of fun and the
satisfaction that comes from support-
ing a program that works.

This spoof election is the brain-
child of Carlis Dawson and is respon-
sible for raising a major portion of
our crime-fighting dollars. What is
the money spent on? Funds collected
by the crime committee are used as
follows:
® Support and maintain the Soulard
Police Sub-Station located at the
Soulard Dry Cleaners at 2401 S. 11th

Street

* Neighborhood Watch
= National Night Out
* Mobile patrol

o Reward funds

enhanced security efforts by Soulard
businesses

» Capital improvements such as the
wrought iron fence at 10th and
Lafayette

How do we know this works?
Because crime in Soulard has plum-
meted by double digits year after
year, while overall city crime has
gone down only slightly. Here are the
facts:

» Crimes against persons dropped by
189% in 1996 compared to 1995

¢ Crimes against persons in the first
seven months of 1997 are down 31%
compared to the same period in 1996
* Burglary is down 50%

The bottom line: Spend your
money where you know it works for
you.

Think of this event as homeown-
ers/renters-insurance-that-happens-
to-be-fun-too. Come dance, eat,
socialize, sing, mingle, whatever.
Most important: throw your money
around and do your part on Sept.
28th to keep Soulard one of the
safest neighborhoods in St. Louis.

Long live the mayor!
Peter & Paul Looking for
Festival Set i tme
For October 5 " * #°°¢
cause on

Sunday, October 5? Then come to the
annual Sts. Peter & Paul Parish
Festival.

The festival will take place from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. in the mid-level hall of
the Franklin Room, 816 Allen Avenue

in Soulard. Entrance to the mid-level

hall is from the parking lot at the I

corner of South 8th and Allen. The
event is handicapped accessible

Highlights of the festival include

| delicious pork steak dinners, burgers,

bratwurst, beer and soda.
There will be games for children

e Supplements and supports the | and adults, including Las Vegas-style
combined neighborhood efforts of | games, a silent auction, raffle and
| off-duty police patrol and the | more. A disc jockey will provide the

tunes.
Try your hand at winning a cre-
ative craft or delicious cake as well.
Tours of the historic Sts. Peter &

Paul Church will be held in the after- |

noon.

All this fun is for a good cause. All
funds raised help maintain the his-
toric Sts. Peter & Paul Parish build-
ings and support the work of the
parish.

So mark your calendar for Sunday,
October 5 and come to the Sts. Peter
& Paul Parish Festival. Better yet,
come to Sunday Mass at 9:30 a.m.
and then head over to the festival
immediately following.

Attention  icn..q
Old House Tretheway, the
Rehabbers! HVAC expert

regularly seen
on PBS’ This
Old House, will

seminars in
conjunction
with the 1997
t Builders Home
. /4 and Remodel-
ing Show set for Sept. 24-28 at the
St. Louis Convention Center.

The seminars are sponsored by
Intagliata Heating and Cooling and
Unico, Inc. The firms manufacture
the Unico System, which is often
used in structures on the National
Historic Register and where utilizing
limited space and maintaining archi-
tectural integrity is crucial. For more
information, call 771-7007.

hold a series of |

Simply Beautiful
Wedding & Party Rentals
24 hour Wedding Parlor

home of
A La King Catering
“Catering With A Kingly Touch"

718 Lafayette Ave.
(314) 436-1614

Wyline Oduyeru, Owner/Chef

2001 Menard
at Allen

664-7869
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SOULARD 1103 Sidney Street

r__
LIVING AND WORKING IN SOULARD

I believe in getting to know you,
your wants and needs.

That's the best way to determine how I can best meet
those needs. The stability of Gundaker Realtors
Better Homes and Gardens, the personalized service of
Julia Mittelstadt, right in your own back yard!

For a free market analysis of
your home, call Julia today!!
(314) 414-3211

el ica
<IMITTELSTADT

GOLD MEDAL SERVICE

GUNDAKER @ A {6ines.

4424 Hampton Avenus * St Louls, Missourl 63108

Office: Pager:
(314) 414-3211

(314) 351-6005

2920 Indiana
Fabulous Benton Park rehab with 3
bedrooms, 2 baths, track lighting,
gleaming wood floors, updated
kitchen with ceramic tile counters.
Parking available. Just $79,888.
Call Julia today!! 414-3211

* replicas now available. Display
under construction at 2200 S.
§ 11th Street. 10 additional lots

* available, variety of plans avail-
=1 able to meet historic code, Call

{, today about this exciting project!!

& $1405—$160s
i Call Julia today!! 414-3211

ADDITIONAL LOTS:
2205S. 10th Street 2211 S. 13th Street 2400 S. 10th Street
2209 8. 10th Street 2215 8. 10th Street 2409 S. 10th Street
2200S. 10th Street rear 2308 S. 10th Street 2421 S. 10th Street .
1218 Lami Street -
SOULARD 1214 Victor
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‘Mayor’ Proposes Glant thter Box to Improve Safety

By Bob Kraiberg

A huge mistake has been made. Some of you |
thought that a community litter box had been set
up in Soulard when 80 tons of sand were deposited |
on Soulard Street between Bth and 9th. You were
wrong. To learn the truth about this mystery, read
on.

The sandbox was actually a beach volleyball
court, On May 3rd and 4th, the Mayor of Soulard,
Ray “Graft and Corruption” Soaib, First Lady
Nadine and Tom Gullickson along with local bars
and restaurants sponsored “A Parrothead Weekend”
in honor of Jimmy Buffett. The event featured a

miniature golf tournament with each hole played at

Cat hero Dave Carter
% unloads and spreeds
B 80 tons of sand for
the vollegball court.

a local watering
hole, a search for
the best cheese-

burger, pursuit of

the best margarita and a volleyball tournament.
But what's a volleyball tournament without a real
beach to play on? Thanks to the monumental

Ist place goes to the
Parrotheads from team Bone
Bl Daddy; Eileen Rakowiecki,
B Charlie Rivers, Lori Rivers,
Mikey Atkin, Kurt Eckhardt,
Kathy McEntee and pint-size
cheerleader Kasey Break.

2nd place in the hard-won

battle goes to |

the 1860's Saloon team; |

Dave Hoadley, Dale Thompson,

Andy Knaup, Laura Fortune, &
Sharon Fortune, Allen Rader,

Brooke Bahr and Jim Powell.

i

efforts ol Dav
not to mention 80 tons ol sand, there
front in Soulard

The 1|'|ltl',“ll's;_'; \':”l_.h.'.i: teams competed lfor
bragging rights: Slapstix Hennessey's
Abbeys, San Patricio’'s, Hammerstone's, Bone
Daddy, Rick Jones and Mike and Min's

The event raised $1,400 for tt

1860 s

e Soulard Cnimy

| Committee

So it's true: Soulard does have a community
garden. We don’t, however, have a community litter
box.

You can do your part to help the Crime
Committee! Attend the September 28 Fund-
Raiser at the 9th Street Abbey. See page 4.

Open

DONUTS

BEST DONUTS
IN THE CITY!

241-33%60
1618 S. Broadway

Midnighr — Noon
Monday — Sarurday

The Printing & Advertising Company
1715 S. Fleventh Street @ St. Louis, Missouri 63104
314.241-8696 @ fax 314.241-8697

We are looking for

PART TIME
WAREHOUSE HELP

o Flexible Hours
e Insurance Available

Please call 314.241.8696
Ask for Richard
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| The Soulard Realtors

4200 CLEVELAND

SHAW NEIGHBORHOOD - 2 Famuly. 1st floor
unit-2bedroom. 2nd floor unit- 3 bedroom. Garage
and fenced yard. Fully remed. Great investment a1
$59,900. Call MONA PARSLEY 424-6056

3251 MISSOURI
BENTON PARK - 3 Family - Needs a litthe work, but the
poice refiects the opportumity. Newer fumaces. $29.900.
Call MONA PARSLEY 424-6056

4048 SHAW

SHAW NEIGHBORHOOD - Large 3 bedroom
home. Formal Dining area with eat in Kitchen,
Newer storm windows. Updated kitchen & bath. A
great home i only $54,000. Call MONA
PARSLEY 4246056

2024 SIDNEY

BENTON PARK - 1+ bedroom rowhouse. 2.5 year
old rehab. Tastefully decorated. Call MONA
PARSLEY 424-6056

| Kin

AND ASSOCIATES. INC.

TIOALLEN

HISTORIC SOULARD - Thus 2 family needs
rehabbing. A wonderful opportonity at $15,000.
Call MONA PARSLEY 424-5056

1306 S. 9th ST

HISTORIC LASALLE - Mark Conner rehab. 2
bedroom with walk-in closet. Finished lower level.
The vard is a show place with built in pond. Newer
carpeting, hardwood floors and upgraded fixtures
make this home a must see. $78,000. Call MONA
PARSLEY 424-6056

2106 VICTOR

BENTON PARK - This 2-family is a wonderful
rehab opportunity. Newer roof. $27,900. Call
MONA PARSLEY 424-6056

725 SHENANDOAH

HISTORIC SOULARD - ANN WATKA REHAB.
Waonderful 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath rowhouse - wood
floors-Super kitchen with appliances, center island
& much more. Third floor could be master suite,
office or family room. Open floor plan. $98,000,
Call MONA PARSLEY 424-6056

Specializing In Your Neighborhood

776-6279

believe our marketing plan is one of the best in the business

promise to our Sellers
If, at anytime, you are not thoroughly satisfied with the promotion and marketing of vour

Your neighborrhood residential sales specialists at MARY KING & ASSOCIATES, INC

Therefore, we make this

property, you may cancel the lising contract, with no further obligation

We are at 2100 S. 9th in Soulard Stop by and see us.

The coffee pot is always on.

3661 McDONALD Spacious 2.5 updated hame m
Tower Grove, one block west of Grand Avee. Frve
bermoms, hardwood fioors, newer Berber carpet oo
secrnd and third level, walk-in butlers pantry with see-
thru plass cabinesry, some shuiers, one o parge plis.
larpe fenced yard Will firance FHA, VAo
Conventional & ST2900. Perfect for first time buver
program’ Call LINDA WILLIAMS 995-2920.

1047 LAFAYETTE

Assume the FHA loan on this trendy New York
style loft condominium in HISTORIC LASALLE
PARK. Fully applianced, freshly painted, cathedral
windows, volume ceilings, gated parking plus pool
All of this for only $59,900. Call LINDA
WILLIAMS 995-2920

1806 RUTGER

New listing in LAFAYETTE SQUARE. this fee
simple, 117 year old, completely updated
townhome is a MUST SEE! Two bedrooms, 1.5
baths, fenced yard and gated parking plus priced
affordably at $69,900. For additional information
call LINDA WILLIAMS 995-2920

246S. 10th ST

4 bedroom, 3 bath home in HISTORIC SOULARD.
The double parkor is charming in its own right.
Updated kitchen & baths. You can't find more for the
money in all of Soulard. Priced at $134.900. Call
MONA PARSLEY 424-6056.

2321C RUTGER
LAFAYETTE SQUARE - Wonderful infill
townhouse in the Square. Open flox
200d use of space. Shows beautifully! Two
bedroom, 1.5 baths and oversized garage for only
$55,900. Call WAYNE HUBER 490-9312

3800 KOSCTUSKO

MARINE VILLA - Unigue small home
overlooking the Mississippi. Balcony and glassed-
in porch over look the niver. Quiet street with Pre-
Civil War Era homes. Two bedroom. one bath
$§39,900. Call WAYNE HUBER 490-9912

1836 VICTOR

BENTON PARK - Three story Victorian
rowhouse. Origional millwork, pocket doors.,
twelve foot ceilings, deck , off-street parking
Four bedroom, 1.5 baths ar $64,900. Call
WAYNE HUBER 490-9912

2622A PARK

LAFAYETTE TOWNE - Saucices swo bedroom
condominium. Freshl ‘e @t newer Berber
carpeting. Basem't) darve with privae laundry and
storage mom - Vilind (iang and wood buming
fireplace in ivingom. $44.900. Call WAYNE
HUBER 490%)
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History,

from page one

even specifically built !m the
trading of goods. The Greeks and the
Romans provided space in their town and |-
city plans for market places, often ina |
central square. This pattern has persisted
through the centuries in human societies
until the very recent phenomenon of sub-
urban-style planning.
Public Markets in Old St. Louis

Soulard Market is today a lone sur- .
1 vivor, but was once only one among many
markets in the city. Space for the city's
first market was set aside by Pierre
LaClede in his 1764 plan for the new vil-
lage. He followed the ancient tradition by
reserving a whole square block just above
the river in the middle of the town. That
block was at first an open field, and later
boasted a succession of marketing struc-
tures. This first market site survived in
various capacities for almost a century;
downtown'’s Market Street is a reminder of
its existence. i

As the original village center became a
business zone and residential areas spread
outward, the citizens called for new mar-
ket sites. The city built two: North Market
in 1832 at Broadway and Lucas, a.k.a.
“Mound Market”; and South Market in 1839, at
Broadway just south of Chouteau, a.k.a. “French
Market",

Others were built by private groups. Included
were Lucas Market (1845) at Twelfth and St.
Charles Sts, Biddle Market (1857) at Broadway and
Biddle Sts, and Union Market (1868) at Broadway
and Sixth Sts. There were a number of others, but
I think you get the idea.

All these markets apparently
thrived for varying lengths of
time, then succumbed as better-
located facilities took advantage
of shifting residential patterns.
Only a few of these survived
even to the 20th century, and
the last, Union Market, closed
in the 1980's.

Soulard Market, Finally

Soulard Farmer's Market
was created when Julia Cerre
Soulard donated two undevel-
oped half-blocks of her real
estate to the city of St. Louis in
the year 1838. Her instructions
dictated that the donated prop-
erty be used as a public mar-
ketplace in perpetuity, lest it be
reclaimed by her heirs.

One can look at this dona-
tion in two ways. Was this land
donation the act of an incredi-
bly generous city benefactor? Or
was it a calculated move by a
shrewd businesswoman to
increase the value of her sur-
rounding, adjacient land, just

conveniently surveyed into building lots? Certainly
a public market was a nice selling point for lots in
her 2nd Addition (1838) and 3rd Addition (1840),
| the land which today forms the north-of-Geyer
Avenue portion of the Soulard Neighborhood.

still filled with buildings at that time.

What About 17797

This ascribed date of our Market's founding is a
fantasy, with no basis in historic fact. In 1779 the
village of St. Louis was a walled fortress nearly a
mile away from this unadorned spot amongst the
town's Common Fields. The villagers led hard,
busy lives, and hardly had time to illogically walk a
mile out into the wilderness to buy or barter food,

' The 1843/65 odgma! Soulard Market building, as drawn in tke 18?5 Compton
and Dry Pictorial of St. Louis. The building was one block long between 7th and
Fulton (8th) Streets. Between Fulton (8th) and Decatur (9th) Streets was the
other half-block, left open for wagon-tailgate selling. The future adjacent park was

Cbuap (circa mas photo by W.EMJM”MMW:HMWM¢MI
florist whose merchandise is on display. The “Sunlight Factory™ in the b

L

Market Square

 when a thriving, well-established

stood just blocks away in the center of town! (This
1779 date is much like the story of a young George
Washington chopping down a « Pu rry tree and

not lying about it when asked. These myths res

onate with us, they sound good, but they
never happened, sorry.) Every historic
account indicates that Soulard Market
was founded in 1838, and did not exst in
any form earlier.

The Early Years

Soulard Market's early days as a
venue were quite humble and lean. The
aforementioned, nearby French Market
provided formidable, and at first, better-
located, competition. At first the new
market remained as two undeveloped
blocks of land, surrounded by a slowly
§  increasing number of new rowhouses,
tenements, and businesses.
ber of nearby customers increased,
Soulard Market's fortunes improved
accordingly.

In 1843 (or 1848, depending on
which historic account you believe)
Soulard Market’s first structure was
built. It was not built by the city, which
you'll recall had just built the French
Market in 1839. Rather, a private corpo-
ration was set up by some of the farm-
ers/vendors, the group sold shares, and
with the proceeds built a one story red
brick building on the eastern of the two half-
blocks. The new building’s handsome east facade
boasted four columns and a pedimented roof in the
fashionable Greek Revival style, the intended effect
to emote permanence and stability.

The new, interior stalls were meant for the ven-
dors of meats and other highly perishable products
in that age before refrigeration. Of course any ven-
dor willing to pay the somewhat higher stall rental
fee was welcome to
come inside. The
majority of the farm-
ers chose to continue
to sell outside, right
off the ends of their
wagons.

The corporation
sold the building to
the city in 1854. In
1865 a second story
was built by the same
corporation over the
midriff of the long
narrow market build-
ing. The upstairs was
a sparkling new meet-
ing hall. The city pur-
chased this improve-
ment in 1867, and the
physical plant
remained relatively

next three decades.
The Whirls and

Swirls of History
Most of Soulard
see History, page 10

d, so called b

of

its many windows, later was the Welch Carriage Faclory. mssoun Hitoncsl Socety, S8 Loui

unchanged for the,

As the num- |
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Where can you go in
and relax in a bistorical
listen to classical music s -

sip Missouri wine cmd
Stuell the roses at the saniedtig

CAROL
FLOW

Anthues ® Coffee
A full service fl

antique coffee?;lfa
Featuring the “Pr
The only Mi

%"

There is noth
We dare to be.

Historic Soulard ® 1700 S. 9th Stre

314.421-

Fall 1997 - THE SOULARD RENAISSANCE - page 9



'FOCUS:
SOULARD
MARKET

History,

from page 8

Market's history was peaceful,
but there were exceptional moments. The 1850’s
were a violent decade by 19th century standards:
many bad feelings were generated by the festering
issues of slavery and states’ rights.

In St. Louis, the burgeoning German immi-
grant population sided fervently with the aboli-
tionist North, while most of the Americans and
French were Southern sympathizers. During may-
oral election day in April 1852, some German men
began preventing, by the threat of bodily harm, the
presumed opposition from voting at the Soulard
Market polling place.

Word quickly spread of this action, which
enraged the American population. A mob of 5,000
Americans moved through the streets that after-
noon toward the market. They were greeted by
fists, rocks, brickbats, and even gunshots, but 200
or so of the Americans broke through and seized
the Soulard Market poll with shouts of “Free suf-
frage!” . The violence lasted into the night; persons
were killed and a nearby tavern was set ablaze.

During the Civil War years, the local military
commander declared martial law throughout the
city. The grounds of Soulard Market were pressed

into duty as a military encampment of pro-Union,
German homeguards, charged with enforcing
martial law. There were no incidents at the Market
during the war.

In 1877 the upstairs hall became the quarters
of the (Presbyterian) Soulard Market Mission. This
was one of several religious missions which locat-
ed themselves on the near south side area, offering
spiritual and sociological services to the German,
Czech, Slovak, Croation, and Lebanese immi-
grants. The mission’s services proved invaluable:
one 19th century Police chief declared, “The
restraining influence of the Soulard Market
Mission is worth one hundred policemen a year to
that part of the city.” The mission remained at
Soulard Market until mid 1896, when storm dam-
age forced the group to build a new facility at
Menard and Julia Street, a building which still

stands today as renovated office space.

During the latter half of the 19th century, most
of the old farmers markets closed, one by one,
replaced by modern stores in the more fashionable
parts of the city. One other market existed in the
Soulard area for a time, Allen Market, located at
the northwestern corner of Twelfth and Russell. A
minor sidestreet called Allen Market Lane formed
the northern side of the site; the 4-story Allen
Market Lane Apartments, in a converted commer-
cial structure nicknamed “the hat factory”, stands

on the long, narrow former market site.
The Winds of Change

In late May 1896 a tornado tore through south |

St. Louis in a west-to-east swath between Park
Avenue and Russell Boulevard. Thousands of

structures were damaged and hundreds were |

killed. The wind heavily damaged the 1840's
Soulard Market building, completely smashing the
two-story section. Contrary to local legend,
though, the whole structure was not destroyed by
the storm. The building was repaired again, but
minus the upstairs hall, and is plainly visible in
several 20th century photos.

In 1899, a hay, coal, and wood market was
established in a new shed just south of the old
building. These commodities had always been
available thereabouts, now it was merely more
organized.

By 1905 just three farmers markets were left in |

the city. The 1904 World's Fair had stirred the
local imagination to a wondrous future of efficien-
cy and invention, and farmers' markets were now
looked upon as reminders of a romanticized past.
One article that year referred to, “The simple life at
Soulard Market, a little square where the customs
of old St. Louis are preserved.” But to the local
population, the market continued to be a vital
source of inexpensive foodstuffs, and fashionable
thought be darned. confinued on next page

Scme Interesting Features in the Daily Life of South St. Louis.

SOULARD MARKET, WEST SIDE SEVENTH STREET, NEAR CARROLL.

It is Said that the Thrifty Housewife Can Save Twenty-Five Per Cent,
by Buying Her Farm Produce Right on this Spot, Direct from First Hands, Time, about 6 A. M.
~ Another view of Soulard Market, circa 1909, from “Picturesque Saint Louis.” View is to the southeast from the corner of 9th and Carroll Streets.
The old market building is now without its second story hall, and the land to the south had just been cleared for the “Cfryﬂnuﬂful'wﬂcmtn*
Note the old photo caption from the book. wissou Historea Society, 51 Louis

OBIE'S

728
In the shadows of Historic Soulard Market
Saint Louis, Missouri 63104 (314) 231-2401

N

a2 The only Decent Brunch in Soulard o)
< every Sat & Sun from 9 to 2 R
== Live Music Fri &5at

New Menu, Including Yegetarian Specialties

brass chandeliers in open living,
dining areas, Custom oak km-h:n
features attached sun room. 4BR,
BIquhnhcmluluiullpmm.

wlthspa &-cmdcoun}ud

2 y Carolyn McAvoy
9 531-1900
d 231-5865

/.
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Area Improvements re than before. the Market

The next stage of the Market
d 1909-11, as the “City Be
nt took hold in Saint |

that the ¢

from previous page lic bath stood across Tth Street from the market; now y 421-2131

r the surround eight

e Park, sev

a City Beautiful creation, but that project 1s a
deotherstony) L wehddtoom | | EDELE & MERTZ
in s ‘ HARDWARE

memorate all th
years, various pro
1822 South Broadway |
| St. Louis, MO 63104

g effect of parks, g

es would influen

ehavior

were hosted to dr

only two

Established 1912

iy | ARCELIA'S

bond issue for ic Mexican Food of Old Mexico
b1i.c
f’m; AR d Now OpEN
e AT OUR NEW
— throughout LAFAYETTE
Eéfm“’:i & the city. A | SQUARE
7 1
customers at the | Christmas | LOCATION
tree of pro- |
jects promised | (2001 PARK ¢ 231-9200
something for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
everyone, and | 7 Days o Week
Monday-Thursday 10:30 a.m.~9:00 p.m
the voters Friday 10:30 o.m~10:30 pm
see History, Saturday 900 a.m. - 10:30 p.m
page 25 | Sunday 7:00 a.m. — 900 p.m.
CARRY OUTS

= | |
The PLACE

2 for Steaks!

S e o 2117 S. 12th St.
172-5977
and

s o : e - Tucker’s Place
GIEEEIRAT e o NREESE : | WEST
T U S i . 14282 Manchester Rd.

TR e | | 227-8062

(314} 647-0001 BUSINESS |
{314) 547-5144 FAX |

|| (314) 4909807 PAGER . ;
| 3 Also in

EULA BECK

SALES ASSOCIATE South County

3939 Union Blvd

. COLDWELL BANKER
PREMIER
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W A Tribute To Johnny Rio

ear |
4 It’s hard to put in writ- Do not judge each other; enjoy |
sou ard ing, or words, in such a brief ’ each other. Maybe we're nol
1027 Geyer ot Menard * 231-0444 space, just how much the most conventional, best

— Johnny meant to us all. He looking, best-dressed, mosl
Serving Lunch
Tue-Fri, 1 1am-1:30pm

Specializing in Private Parties

graced each of our lives with professional people on earth al

his comfort, warmth and times, but we have something

20 ‘&L true companionship. He was that many don’t. We're cre

i g!LI.Y PEEK a haven of a man if anyone ative, supportive, beautiful,

Sept 26 427, Oct. 10, 11, 24,25 needed a personal boost. 1 assuring, spontaneous Individ
Nov. 7, 8, 21, 22 |\ et : f

used to call his and uals and some of the funniest

SOULARD BLUES BAND Rebecca's home my “safe " people I've ever known! I'd like

Oct. 3,4, 17,18, 31

Nov. 1, 14, 15, 28, 29 to think that Johnny had a lot

to do with this.

He taught us that you will
get by — no matter what. |
(“This is Soulard. Yo' with
family now."”) Always smile
when you think of him. Put
something he gave you in a
special place where you can
see him each day. Break up a
piece of furniture you thought
might be worth something and
were going to be better from throw it on a fire to keep your
that moment on. friends warm. I think he'd like

Johnny always 2 that. But, as Johnny

made you feel impor- always said, “They
estaurante an
tant and beautiful — don't pay me to think,

place”, where 1 knew no
wrong could come to me. If
ever 1 had a “bad day”, (is
there really such a thing?)
g o there was no need for my
San Patricio’s | | twical outlandish blabber-
ing. No, all 1 had to do was
walk in that door (“It's
open!), see that smile and
few words were needed. I
Just knew that no matter
| what was wrong, things

2501 So. 9th St St. Louis, MO even if you were just Honay, | know!”
9th & Victor 664-7714 lookin’ for a bookshelf!
I believe a lot of his Peace.
comfort came from — Brett Hogan
the ability to accept
everyone for who they
are. Johnny really
loved people — all
@nrﬁﬂlﬂnet\ ﬂxes, sizdis, colors,
grounds, occupa-
\% and tions — it didn’t mat-
ter. You could make
: him cringe but he
Casering Camp Gt would treat you with :
Deli, Catering and dignity and never pass i ke B 4 -
Specialty Desserts judgment. He left us : Johnny was Mdm
Hours: to pass on that mes-
M;xr '1“""!2_‘ 3:"""1"’ sage, to each other and our children. He represented e 0000000
? ‘;:’"‘: m i Soulard and what we're about — diversity, perseverance
S g and love. We need to press on and continue his wishes, continued on next page
231-5464
THE CHURCHES OF SOULARD | A6 ot
A Colorful Poster Print by John Pils ' 11" x 8-112°h Unframed $15 00
celebrating 14 churches in and around
the Historic Soulard district

of Saint Louis.

“ D - " :

e T O ) Mol
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from previous page

The )
In this world of separation and divide, we do, by chance, meet REAL a ﬁ o o e
people who laugh in the face of unfairness, ugliness and violence. Johnny —

Rio was one of these real people. I think there’s a part of Johnny in our RESTAURANT & BAR

homes and in our hearts. He's still here; a true legacy.

— A Friend and Neighbor

. & & 0 & & & 8 8

So now shall we stand
Turn first to father sun
golden and warmth giver
Turn next to that north wind
mountain fishing stream remembered
Turn then to the southlands
where music fills-us and
where we laughed and danced
Turn again and so soon
darkness hands us night'’s sky

So now shall we stand
Turn into each ourselves
having been touched
felt such spirit
And remember Johnny Rio —

Danny Spell
August 20, 1997

' Elegant dining in
Historic Soulard

Voted #1
“Best Private

S A L E Parties”

Framed Posters & Prints Riverfront Times

Readers Poll 1996
Now Open
in our Private Parties
New Location! & Catering
202:'71 h 731 South 7th
South t St. Louis, Missouri
436-8889
(Appointments made upon request) B : -y
314) 241-7956
in Historic Soulard (314)
since 1985 j AR ER R

o 4} ' _
NSRTONS

808 GEYER*IN SOULARD

314-436-0828

>
*A

Outdoor Dining in our Garden
¢ Private Party Rooms ® Catering Available

FEATURING:
Crab Cakes ® Cajun Pasta ® Jambalaya ® Steak Au Poivre
Chicken Tchopitoulas ® Pecan-encrusted Catfish
Duck & Sausage Etoufee ® BBQ Shrimp

OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11 A.M.
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BNEWHITTEMORE  $144,500,
Restored Victorian in Laf. Sq. Rich
millwk. & oak firs., marble frplc &
brass chandeliersin open living, din
ing areas. Cust oak kit features
attached sun rm. 4BR, 3 full baths
create: .ujlﬁupﬂuh All sys updtd

Lg. deck w /spa, fenced courtyard

H $148,500.

Large h\ bedroom, 2 1/2 bath
Gothic Revival with three New Or
leans style decks, iron fencng and
hardwood floors throughout
kitchen, bath and systems have been
updated and include zoned heating
and cooling,

1200-02 5. 1874 $119,900.
Totally rehabbed Lafayette Square
four family with three townhouse
units and off-street parking. Fully
occupied and shown by appoint-
ment only (24-hour notice required)

4253 MARYLAND $149,%900

s rehab w /fully updid. sys
new kit, & baths & gleaming hdwd
firs Mstr, baw /jet tub. Orig. mllwrk
pocket drs. & hdwre. New fixt., new

carpet on upper Iis. Everyt
one, Immed. poss. 10-yT. tax
m-m $2.500 in closing o

5240 WASHINGTON  $217,500.
Impressive tum-of-the-century buff
brick mansion with imposing
fagade, dynamic windows, fireplace
mantle with built-in bookcase, new
kitchen, T arriage
house apart
ment wi ..

5281 WESTMINSTER PI L3
Fehabbed 44BR, 31/2
West End home
foars, light meticillc |r| ericr, fire
laces, dy kitchen

with dramatic two story bay win-
dow. Large sunny home with five
bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, all new
systems and roof. Period details in-
tact. The hard work is done - just
finish decorating.

1204 MISSOLURI

Delightiul two bedroom  two Story
Victorian replica townhouse with
period brick facade, thermal win-
dows, hardwood lloors and qualnt
setting in Lafayette Square National
Historic District.

1214 MISSOURIE S98,000.
Delightful contemporary rehab of
Victorian townhouse features three
bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, hardwood
floors and woodburning stove. lush
sideyard with deck and pond plus
dramatic three story skylight,

1206 M \l. KAY

Attractive complétely renovated
Lafayette Square Victorian w/
charming fagade & decorative cor-
nice. thermal windows., contempo
rary Interior including kit. & baths,
finished lower level w/BR & bath,

1730 MISS

Renovated nine room, four Dcﬂlwll‘
four bath Lafayette Square home
with newer systems. wood floors,
decorative mantles, antique lght-
ing, bay windows in dining room,
nice side yard and two car garage.

25E RUI $72,900.
Contemporary Victorlan replica ||
townhouse with two bedrooms,
hardwood floors, skylights, green-

kitchen and two car
rage Attractive wel

3622 ARSENAL
Locates a few short
int'l atmosphere of

$79,900.
aces from the
J‘randS Grand

4027 MAGNOLIA $89,900.
Missionstylebrick 4BR w /wood firs.,
WBirplc, leaded glassbhoses , updid

2676 PARK

$53,900. 4607 LOUISIANA

$59,900.

Victorian replica townhouse w/ Well maintained family home near
28R, hdwd. firs., 2-car basement Ted Drewes. 4+ bedrooms, updated

25 BROADWAY  $175,000.
Riverbluff e
tiully Indsc
decks & a hot tub w
of the Mississippi. V
fish from a tower
from your BR window
oak firs., zoned HVAC &

S5571C WATERMA
Beautiful townhouse
with three bedr

sluoou

to Kingsbury Place
in an attractively landscaped com
plex

2652 ACCOMAC
Trad. restoration w/ 2 contemp.
flair in Indmric bidg, l({ul‘]J ated wall
e window coverings create warm, wid-

§119,000.

emvmmt. Siylis. & moon win-
;! adramaticent mnt space
2 working Fi's. Conan counters. in kit

Ctl

5055 TENNESSEE $53,400,
Yours! Over 1,000 daffodils, plenti-

Own a 2-family flat & let your ten-

systems & updid. kit, attractively
landscaped yard, pluslg |

gar a!tramva:'hllchen . thermal win-  kitchen and baths, sw\mmmr pool

lows & del

ant pay the mortgage. The 2nd floor
2-story has a bay in each BR over-

porch w/panoramic view of Tower

First floor family room. Of

porch
ing attractively hndsclpcd yard.  parking

looking historic Tower Grove Park

Grove Park |

ful perennials, a Japanese Maple, fra
grant rose bushes & a myriad of self
seeding annuals. Thereisa bomnus—a
house w /boxed-beam ceil, art glass
windows, wood columns, wood flrs.

-street

AL WEST FN D

-story townhouse condo with first floor
offic itting room, media room, laun-
dry, 1/2 bath and 2-car garage. Sec-
ond floor contains a 20x38 LR, custom
bar, kitchen, DR and 1/2 bath. Top
floor has a master suite w/bath and 2
add’l. bedrooms and Roman-style bath.

and Gar_q_cu-—
Resto{

with
pl;cos

New ma T sulie

Arpuably the most impressive Arts & Crafts
home in the midwest. Massive 3sty. bufl brick
w/stunning facade, t.uyuu:m'lfs 2sty. cam.

000,

condi-

\newer
_Jlall in
_cofetail, up-

4619 PERSHING PL.
Lovely family home——
tion w

kitch

porch.\

car gar
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If You're Hungry as
a Bear, Visit the
Great Grizz

By Jim Hamilton

- BE

Possibly one of Soulard’s
best kept secrets, The Great B
Grizzly Bear serves an expan-
sive and hearty lunch that is
sure to please anyone’s taste.

We ordered our lunch with
the appetite of a hibernating
bear, each ordering a cup of
soup, a main entree and split-
ting one order of Sweet Fries
(we were curious), Our soon-
to-be-married hosts, Linda and
Neal, were waiting attentively.

My wife started off with a
cup of the New Orleans Style
Onion Soup while I enjoyed
the best Turtle Soup that 1
have ever had. After this we
split the order of Sweet Fries.
You may be as intrigued by
sweet fries as we were. A sweet
fry is very similar to a french
fry except they are made from
sweel potatoes. Add a side of
barhcquc sauce 2o m courtyard out back!
iiﬁ & i W N o .

Next we savored our main course which consisted of the Roast Beef
Reuben and the Mayfair Burger. The Roast Beef Reuben is just that . . . . roast
beef instead of the corned beef that is usually served on a reuben. The roast
beef was cut thick and piled high and smothered in all of the traditional
reuben toppings.

The Mayfair Burger is definitely in a class all of its own. This was served as
an open faced sandwich on white toaét with sautéed bacon, onions, mush-
rooms, grated provel cheese and a special Mayfair sauce. This is an appealing
choice for any smothered burger lover, such as myself. Follow this with a fine
Anheuser-Busch product and you will be lifted to a new plateau of mid-after-
noon dining.

The Great Grizzly Bear appetizer, soup and salad menus range from $1.00
to $6.00 while the luncheon menu starts at $3.00 with the highest priced
itern being $4.95 - surely a bargain at any price. Lunch hours at The Great
Grizzly Bear are Tuesday through Friday, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m,

Whether you can make it down for lunch or not, The Great Grizzly Bear
offers much more than just great food! Musical entertainment by Billy Peek
and the Soulard Blues Band-can be enjoyed on alternating weekends while
Thursday night is host to the longest-running alternative night in St. Louis.

So be sure to stop by and say “Hi" to Thibodaux, the courtyard parrot,
enjoy lunch or live music and wish Linda and Neal congratulations on their
August 31st wedding!

o .--—'f"‘!‘- ‘
Visit the Great Grizzly Bear at Menard and
Ceyer Streets. And don’t miss the hidden,

e P R

Large SBR, 2 1/2 bath Gothic Revival with
three New Orleans style decks, iron fencing
and hardwood floors
throughout, The kitchen,
bath and systems have
been updated and include
heating and cooling.

Carlis Dawson

531-1900
664-9738

Snii=i
Completely renovated 1 & 2 bedroom apartments
and townhomes In beautiful historic Soulard!

* New Kitchens * Washer & dryer or
connections available

* No two floor plans alike 4

» Spacious closets
* Wood burning fireplaces

» Pets welcome
+ Off street parking

Call today for a personal tour of your new apartment home at...
HISTORIC SOULARD APARTMENTS
l The
]

m,  664-4301
#, :

Group 2208 South 11th Street * St. Louis, MO 63104

Hiésfin-g paih rélief starts
with a FREE exam.

(A $115 VALUE)

Don't be one of the 80 million Americans who
continue to put up with needless pain. Effective
relief is only a phone call away.

Call Kiernan Chiropractic for your free Pain
Relief Exam. Dr. John E. Kiernan, Jr. will take a
complete medical history, discuss any health
problems you may be having, and give you
recommendations on how to correct them.

*Private, unhurried consultation with Dr. Kieman
*Health history investigation
*Orthopedic and neurological tests
*Range of motion tests
*Posture check
*10-minute Chiro-jet power massage
*Treatment recommendations

Mew\ah Chiropractic
2120A South 1 1th Street

CALL TODAY:
(314) 865-2450
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1800 Lafayette Avenue
314-772-3800
 Award-Winning Stylists

All breeds welcome,
convenient location and hours
for city workers,

Free Estimates

- Blkl PYE
. PLUMABIYIG €O, IPIE.

Specializing in: )
Renovation and Kestoration

Sewer and Water Repairs
/76-1800

1819 Lynch
St. Louis, Mo.

i

... in Historic Soulard

L™ PR ——
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Future, ...~

EXPETIENCE IN
ity relations,
communications and
public outreach.

A variety of public
market projects were
presented to familiar-
iz¢ them with trends
across the country.
The consultants
stressed how fortu-
nate St. Louis is to
have such a viable,
established market.

Many cities are cur- -
rently developing a Presentations have been made to elected officials and

public market con- 1o the interested public.
cept for their communities as important community redevelopment pro-

| jects

During this meeting, those in attendance formed smaller focus groups
to discuss a variety of issues and opportunities pertaining to the Market.
Iterns on the agenda included merchandise mix, parking, general layout
and design of the Market, as well as customer and vendor amenities.

Input from customers, vendors and other retail food sources was gath-
ered to gain a clearer picture of current opinions and trends in the St
Louis market. Four-hundred customer intercept surveys revealed current
shopping habits and customer profiles. Soulard Market vendors also
received surveys, with many questions paralleling those in the customer
survey. These were compared to the customers’ perceptions with some
interesting results,

Summary of Attribute Ratings

Attributes of the Market were rated in comparison to local supermarkets
on a scale of one to seven, where one means Soulard Market is much worse
than “your” supermarket, four means Soulard Market is the Same As
“your"” supermarket and seven means Soulard is Much Better than “your”
supermarket,

Average Average
Attribute Vendor Rating Customer Rating Difference
Quality of products 3.92 5.38 1.46*
Varlety of products 4.24 5.56 1.32*
Geaneral price level 6.14 6.30 A6
Cleanliness 2.69 3.92 1.23+
Friendliness 4.59 5.40 .81+
Avallability of lunch/ 4.37 5.06 69*
refreshments

Parking facilities 1.78 4.09 2.31*
Availability of special foods 459 5.13 544

* Indicates the difference of opinion between vendors and customers is statistically signdicant
(».01), that is, vendors and customers have a real difference of opinion on these atirbutes.

continued on next page
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A survey of surrounding supermarkets was completed to com-
pare market share, products offered, accessibility and promotion,
Historically, specialty food store
sales have declined in market
shares, but currently, this trend has
reversed and is beginning to rise in
St. Louis as well as throughout the
country. (Note: Complete data on
customer, vendor and supermarket [
surveys are available at the Soulard §
Market Office.)

Throughout the winter and
spring menths, the consultants con-
tinued their visits to investigate var-
ious aspects of the Market and in
June 1997, they presented an overall
concept for the revitalization of the
Market to City officials, the Board of
Directors of the Vendor Association
and community leaders. The con-
cept included proposals for the
redesigning and renovation of the
Market; expanding the mix of food
offerings and leasable spaces; the
enhancement of streetscape, park-
ing, and the district around the
Market; and a new non-profit man-
agement structure. Additional feed-
back from the above groups was &
again gathered and a report was
issued.

A Strategic Plan Emerges
Following are excerpts from the

Executive Summary of the Soulard ©

Market Strategic Plan. Copies of the

complefe Summary are available at : b "

the Soulard Market Office. (L Wi ) O

Repair work on the front facade columns proceeded this summer.
The goals of this plan are to

make Soulard Market:

* Financially self-suffi- =5
cient, after an initial
capital investment;

* A centerpiece for local
economic develop-
ment in the neighbor-
hood and the city;

* A more attractive =
shopping destination b= i . B
which can perform ) '
effectively and cre-

s~ * Building condition evalu-

With this strategy in place and by addressing specific problems
one by one (see To-Do List, page 20), Soulard Market will again
provide a positive attraction for neighbors, city residents, subur
banites and visitors. Markets are one of the few places where people

g g of all backgrounds come together
- .‘!.i- and share a common experience
i Properly positioned, the market

experience is one of the great joys of

i urban life. The success of Soulard
'JI Market will naturally lead into
§ increased renewal in the district.

To continue the forward momen-

| tum for Soulard Market, one alter-

native to consider is a Market Task
Force that can create detailed con-
struction and redevelopment budget
and strategy. Cities are getting out
of the market operation business
and are establishing development
and preservation authorities which
operate for the benefit of the public,
but with greater autonomy and
entrepreneurialism. The Task Force
could evolve into a development
entity to carry out the physical
improvements and put new manage-
ment in place. In this way, the Task
Force could assume market opera-
tions and carry Soulard Market com-
petitively and creatively into the

— future.

While comprehensive in scope,

* further development is necessary to

prepare a final strategic plan for the
market. This work, which should be
overseen by the Task Force recom-
mended in the Phase I report,
includes developing a construction
estimate, a financing and phasing

! plan, and a proposed organizational

and management structure.
A proposed Phase Il workplan
includes:

e — Establishment of the

- Task Force

* Additional Market visits

® District development and
enhancement plan

— @ Design and engineering

- studies of the Market

building

ation

! “ * Design options

atively in today’s com- } ; ] ' £ ! — ‘ ® Leasing plan

petitive food-buying 3 - . ® Schematic design

environment; ® Organization and financ-
* A public place that © : ing plan

accommodates the * Final report

diversity of the St.
Louis population and
reflects its unique cul-
tural identity;

* A source of new jobs
for city residents and |
new businesses selling |
locally made products.

Improving the aesthetics of the market is one of many recommendations.

At the conclusion of
this phase, the City should
be able to proceed with
detailed architectural plans
* and with implementing the
project under a new oper-
ating structure. These
activities are anticipated to
be undertaken primarily

see Future, page 20
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