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‘Character’ Has 'Reaching for

Many Facades Halloween’s
By Jay Gibbs ROOtS

ost Soulard buildings share some common characteris- y
Mtics, such as the typically 2-3 story height, the red brick, § alloween is the perennial

close proximity to the sidewalk, and so forth. But beyond F88 % | night of ghosts and goblins, _
these general similarities lies the fact that there exist several | | and, of course, kids and #
identifiable architectural styles in the neighborhood. One of the | candy. But just how and when did [
many benefits of living in a historic neighborhood is its “charac- I}ﬁ | this peculiar custom originate? Is it,
ter.” Character is very often displayed through an area’s architec- f/d_r. some claim, a kind of demon worship? Or is it just a harmless
ture, and to fully appreciate it, we should better understand the | 0> vestige of some ancient pagan ritual?
various architectural styles that surround us. But what are these i \- The word “Halloween” actually has its origins in the Catholic
styles and what are their cues? Church. It comes from a contracted corruption of All Hallows Eve. All

Complicating the answers to these questions Hallows Day, or All Saint’s Day, November 1, is a Catholic day of observance
“ is the concept of “vernacular” architecture. The in honor of saints. But, in the 5th century BC in Celtic Ireland, summer
"'nearly all builders of Soulard's housing designed their officially ended on October 31. The holiday was called Sar i

tl‘lB ho"ses buildings according to what they ]-fnn_\\ and the Celtic New year. One story says that, on t“‘_r_ dayv. the

‘gﬁﬂ om. aﬁe‘%ﬁm ine r ) '"'t's of@;%@;e

uther. and ornamentation from yet anotﬁer. | to be then' ortly hope for the afterlife. The Celts believed al[ laws of space |

mixed This mixing of architectural styles in a building | | and time were suspended during this time, allowing the spirit world to
I:Il'eeding is referred to as “vernacular” architectu_re: near- intermingle with the living.

’ ly all the houses in Soulard display this mixed Naturally, the still-living did not want to be possessed. So on the night
few are breeding, few are purely of one style. of October 31, villagers would extinguish the fires in their homes, to make
plll'e'y of {\Iso. herg's an author‘s di§c1aimer. The fol- them cold and undesirable. They would then dress up in all manner of

lowing architectural designations, particularly ghoulish costumes and noisily parade around the neighborhood, being as
one Style-” the vernacularly mixed, are by nature rather | | destructive as possible in order to frighten away spirits looking for bodies
subjective. Many houses have been altered one | | to possess.

or more times during their history, making identification even more con- Probably a better explanation of why the Celts extinguished their fires
| voluted. What follows, then, is a brief description of the seven most com- was not to discourage spirit possession, but so that all the Celtic tribes
mon architectural styles found in Soulard. The photo captions will further could relight their fires from a common source, the Druidic fire that was

| illustrate specific characteristics. With this primer, we can all understand kept burning in the Middle of Ireland, at Usinach.
the rich diversity of our neighborhood'’s architecture. What's more, we will Some accounts tell of how the Celts would burn someone at the stake

| lump all these disparate styles into the non-sequetur |

be able to more accurately overrule those who erroneously | who was thought to have already been possessed, as sort of a

lesson to the spirits. Other accounts of Celtic history debunk
these stories as myth.

The Romans adopted the Celtic practices as their own. But
in the first century AD, they abandoned any practice of sacri-
ficing humans in favor of burning effigies.

The thrust of the practices also changed over time to
- become more ritualized. As belief in spirit possession waned,

“Victorian Style."

Federal Style

s 1800-1860, the oldest style evident in Soulard

e Unostentatious, symmetrical facades, usually sloping roof
¢ Simple brick or wood cornice

e Windows typically “6 over 6," sometimes “2 over 2"

see Facades, page 5
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Welcome to fall in Soulard! This issue of the Renaissance will highlight several
activities to take you into Autumn's cool days.

In addition to the neighborhood events, the SRG has been tackling several pro
jects to benefit the neighborhood. The SRG i1s a group of about 200 Soulard resi
dents who have been working to improve Soulard for almost 25 years. Initial work
centered on stabilizing the neighborhood and was hugely successful in enticing
homeowners to rehab and beautify Soulard. In recent years, the SRG has focused
on quality of life issues. These have included crime reduction, beautifying public
spaces, promoting Soulard through house tours, and communicating our virtues
by publishing the Renaissance. Several current projects are highlighted below. If
you are interested in joining our efforts, | encourage you to attend the monthly
membership meetings. These meetings are held in the gym of Trinity Lutheran
church (8th and Soulard), at 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month. Due
to large meeting attendance, the SRG meetings will move to St. Peter and Paul’s
Parish Hall at the corner of 8th and Allen starting in January.

Mardi Gras. [t's never oo early to plan for this monstrous event. The SRG
continued it's participation in a committee organized by Alderman Phyllis Young
to recommend changes to future Mardi Gras events. The committee has been
meeting monthly to give neighborhood input to the event organizers and city
planning personnel.

Holiday House Tour. Mark your calendar for the Soulard Holiday House Tour
on December 5-6. This event will showcase several of Soulard’s homes, with differ-
ing architectural styles. Tickets go on sale through MetroTix in early November.
Look for more info in the next issue of the Renaissance. This is one of the SRG's
largest events and is all volunteer driven. If you are interested in helping the tour
committee, call the SRG hotline at 621-6226.

Zoning Effort. The SRG's Code & Zoning team is continuing their work to
classify the zoning of every property in Soulard. The group will then analyze this
database of information to make their recommendations to the city commissioner.
The goal of the project is to correctly classify the Historic District’s properties
based on current use. The original zoning map hasn't had such a thorough review
in many years.

Safety. Bob Kraiberg's crime fundraiser kicked off on October 4 at Patty
Long’s 9th Street Abbey. Proceeds from the event will be used to continue the
committee’s efforts at keeping crime rates in Soulard the current record low level.

Take a look at joining the SRG — We'd love to have your help making Soulard
the best neighborhood it can be!

SOULARD RENAISSANCE

The Soulard Renaissance has a circulation of 7,000

and is published five times a year by the Soulard Mack A Bradlg)r
Restoration Group. Its aim is to inform, educate and
entertain our readers on neighborhood happenings, Bill Cavin

special events, interesting people and important issues
that affect the quality of life in our community.

It is distributed to Soulard residents, to Soulard and
St. Louis area businesses and to our advertisers.

The of the Soulard R tion Group is to
strive Lo promote, preserve and enhance the historic
character of the Soulard neighborhood, as well as
improve the quality of life for all members of the
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Address correspondence to: Melissa Flaherty,

The Soulard Renaissance MADCO Printing

P.0. Box 13312, Soulard Station,
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Deadline for articles and advertising for the next
insue is 10 p.m. November 15th.

Nightclub Proposed
for Old Mercantile Bank
Building

| Editor's note: The followmng article was provided to the Renaissance by
CJA, Inc. at the request of the 7th Ward Alderman. CJA is the proposed
tenant for the former Mercantile Bank building located at 1731 South
Broadway. The following does not necessarily represent the editorial vieu
of this publication. It is provided for informational purposes only
A new 30,000 square foot nightclub has been proposed to occupy the
dusty confines of the former Mercantile Bank building at 1731 S
Broadway. A liguor and extended hours license has been applied for with
the city of St. Louis and the State of Missouri. If these licenses are
approved then the extensive remodeling of the intenor and extenior of the
bank would begin in earnest within thirty days
CJA, Inc. is the proposed tenant for the property. Cory Anderson, CIA's
| president says that he is investigating the use of the names Valentine's or
Taj Mahal as a name for his nightclub. Anderson says the motif inside the
club will be greko-roman. The architect working on plans for the interior
finish has been given instructions to preserve and incorporate as much as
possible of the existing bank interior architecture into the club’s final
look.
r Things such as the marble tellers’ counters, wall murals and interior
support pillars will remain in place. These structures and wall designs will
| be fitted into a scheme that will be partially food service and partially live
entertainment. Bar-restaurant patrons will be able to order cold and fresh-
ly grilled dishes. A sushi bar is expected. The bar-restaurant area will also
broadcast live sporting events. The entertainment part of the club will fea-
ture live, female dance acts, stand-up comedy and live music. The enter-
tainment area will have a discotheque air, and dancing will be allowed if
approved by the city. Anderson says that Valentine's/Taj Mahal will nothea !
topless or pasties mghtclub.

Exterior remodeling of the bank building will leave basic structures
alone, however there will be new exterior architecture and security light-
ing. Trees on Broadway will be pruned and backlit, the north parking lot
will be cleaned up and the former drive-up facility will be camoufiaged.

| place to eat or drink. As such it will not compete with other bars and

attract over 100,000 visitors each year to the downtown area. The club

diate business community, and a participant and supporter of Soulard’s
enhancement efforts.

The new nightclub will be promoted as an event rather than just a |
| restaurants in the area. It is anticipated that this new experience will |
expects to employ 50 to 100 people as managers. bartenders, waitresses, |

door and security staff, entertainers, maintenance and administrative staff. |
Anderson says that he intends to be an involved member of the imme- |

IN THE NEXT
RENAISSANCE:

H‘Ol-_.l DAY HOUSE TOUR
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[ believe in getting to know you,
your wants and needs.
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- 4424 Hampton Avenue + S Louls, Missouri 63109

That's the best way to determine how I can meet those
needs. The stability of Gundaker Realtors
Better Homes and Gardens, the personalized service of
Julia Mittelstadt, right in your own back yard!

For a free market analysis of
your home, call Julia today!!
(314) 414-3211

Office: Pager
(314) 351-6005 (314) 414-3211

9 8

2023 Arsenal 1835 Lafayette
Curb appeal and income! Two houses on Lovingly restored 3 story Victorian.
three lots overlooking Benton Park Lake. e 4 bedrooms, 31/2 baths. Has been used as
Spectacular stained glass and skylights fill 2415 S. 11th Street B&B. Ornate ceiling medallions and mold-
the house with warmth. Huge first floor Soulard two-family beautifully ings, updated kitchen for the serious cook.
studio ideal for artist and/or home office. restored. 2 story owners unit with 2 master suites, offstreet parking. $212,888.
Only $138,888. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, formal dining Call Julia today!! 414-3211
Call Julia loday!! 414-3211 room, living room and den.
Just $149,888.
Call Julia today!! 414-3211 New Construction

in Soulard!

New homes fo be built! 9 Soulard
homesites available. Variety of floor
plans available for these historic replicas
in sought after Soulard.

Priced from $140s—$190s

Call Julia today!! 414-3211

Additional Lots

2205 S. 10th Street
2209 S. 10th Street

3421 Magnolia 1105 Russell Avenue

) ell A ‘ 22118, 13th Street

Charming 2 family in Tower Grove East Commercial and residential property in | 2215, 10th Street
Gleaming hardwood floors, original ceramic Soulard. Income opportunities abound 2308 S. 10th Street
tile in kitchen and bath in first floor. with this location. $94,888 i 2400'S. 10th Street
Gall Julia today!! 414-3211 Rancerrgs may snowossonss 2421 S. 10th Street
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1999 Mardi Gras Plannmg Continues

By Phyllis Young
Mardi Gras happens in February, and although
our temperature is warm outside now, that event
1s just around the corner! Mardi Gras planning has
been occurring since the last one was complete. In
addition, a number of planners have been meeting
at my request to insure that neighborhood resi-
dent’s past concerns about the Mardi Cras season
are addressed before the next event.
| Representatives of the neighborhood-at-large, the
Soulard Business Association, the Soulard
| Restoration Group, the Mardi Gras Association,
the St. Louis Police and Fire Departments, the
Excise Commissioner and | have been discussing
issues and planning for February, 1999. | am pre-
senting information here for your review and com-
ment. | welcome your ideas and your involvement.
I am including a form at the end of this article for
you to return to me at either 905 Lami (top mail-
box) or at 1200 Market—Room 230, St. Louis,
Missouri 63103.

PARADES: The main parade will be held on
Saturday, February 13th at 11:00 AM. It will begin
at Park Avenue and move southward on 7th. It will
disband on both Victor and Sidney Streets. The
number of entries will be limited to keep the
parade to 1'/: hours in length. There will be design
guidelines for entries so that they are appropriate

My idea/ideas for improving Mardi Gras are;

to the theme of the event. Each float will be
| required to post a refundable fee for participation
Rules regarding behavior on the floats will be
strictly enforced, and the deposit will be forfeited
for violation of those rules. Violators will also be
| prohibited from participation in future years
events.

Soulard Market Park will be advertised as the
“Family Viewing Area.” Activities will be planned
| for young children in another area to prevent the
congestion which may occur at the Market.

The Fat Tuesday Parade will run along the old
course of 12th St. to Russell and east on Russell to
Tth St.

The Barkus Parade will commence on Menard
at Allen and run south to Russell Blvd., east on
Russell to 9th, and north on 9th to Lafayette.
TRASH CONTROL: Johnny-On-The-Spot will
provide large construction dumpsters so that
clean-up crews will have enough places to dump
the debris. In the past the limited number of
dumpsters were quickly filled and the clean-up
was delayed. The dumpsters may also be used to
block some of the streets more effectively than the
typical barricades.

The city can run the street sweepers down the
parade route after it is cleaned; however, for the
street sweeping to be effective, residents will have
to refrain from parking along the route.

Julie Stone of the
Mayor's office has
identified

Teamsweep,

Brightside and alter-
native sentencing

folks as possible

I'd like to talk with you and/or the organizers about

sources of additional
clean-up manpower.
ACCESS:

I'd like to volunteer to help with the planning and preparations. ["lyes [Ino g

Discussions are on-
going regarding how
! to provide access for

Name

neighborhood resi-
dents on parade day.

Address

The passes from past

Phone numbers: Work

Home

years are too readily
duplicated.

Suggestions have

been driver's licenses, but the problem of people
who are still using licenses from previous address
es occurs. To resolve that it was suggested that the
person show a current utility hill with the neigh
borhood address but the problem of roommales
who don't pay the bill arose. The possibility of a

sticker for neighborhood residents’ cars was dis
cussed. No solution has been agreed upon at this
lime, and ideas are welcome!
teers will be needed to man the barricades at each
| corner of the perimeler

In any case, volun-

| Some streets will be closed to traffic entirely |

| due to the safety risks. One will likely be 9th Street

from Soulard Market to Russell Blvd. Others are |

| likely to be Allen from 12th to 7th, Geyer from
12th to Tth, and Menard from Russell north.

Emergency access vehicles will use 11th St.
and Russell Blvd. as their staging areas. Parking
will be prohibited for neighborhood residents
along those streets as it has been in past years.
BAR CLOSINGS: The outdoor beer booths will
close at 8:00 PM., and there will be no “in or out”
from the bars after 10 PM. The bars will close at
11:00 PM. on Saturday and at midnight on Fat
Tuesday with no “in and out” after 11:00 PM.

All Mardi Gras expenses in past years have been

bars have paid a flat participation fee to the Mardi
Gras Association for advertising. A proposal to
have bars charge an additional 25 cents per beer to
cover expenses such as trash clean-up, security,
insurance plan for damage to property, and other
benefits for the overall neighborhood was dis
cussed. It was presented to the SBA at a meeting
early this summer and voted down. A second pre-
sentation of the concept will be made at the next
SBA meeting by Bev Hacker.

Mardi Gras is supposed to be a fun event for
both the neighborhood and its visitors. The plan-
ning efforts do attempt to address many of the
concerns | heard after last vear's event. There is no
way to make it satisfy everyone, but I believe that
moving the main crowd to 7th St. and starting the
parade earlier will make a difference. If vou have
other ideas or comments about the planned
changes, please let me know.

covered by corporate sponsors, and neighborhood |

MN

(
M-SAT 11-6

> Sou?ard

1027 Geyer at Menard = 231-0444

e Gr
|zz

VINTAGE CLOTHING
Designer Jewelry » Bakelite

DECO » 50°s
Designer Furniture » Collectables

Tuefri, 1 ]um—l :30pm
Specializing in Private Parties

Serving Lunch

COSTUME RENTAL
Halloween « Period » Mascots
Prom & Formalwear
School Plays = Theater

1021 Russell, St. Louis, MO 63104
314-773-1930

W

October 9, 10, 17, 23, 24
Naovember 6, 14, 20, 21

SOULARD BLUES BAND
October 16, 30, 31
November 7, 13, 27, 28

BILLY PEEK

witle
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ROTH IRA versus REGULAR IRA

eis the ROTH IRA right for you ?
eShould you start a new ROTH 7

eShould you convert to a ROTH ?
oWhen should you save on taxes ?

FREE COMPARISON

Call for your free comparison, it could help you answer your questions.

After gathering some needed information from you, by phone, | will prepare
your comparison, at no cost or obligation, and | will mail it to you .

Michael A J Luck
436 - 5200

Member : Soulard Restoration Group - Soulard Business Association




= *  Tvmcally w-sloping has a turret or turrets
Facades, 1 PAge on * Pron C ice with he racket o Wider and shorter window sizes than other
* Full arc r “segment-head ch styles
* Wind re ofle estong f d do o Wide, massive archways, often supported
or are flat-topped b rches calle lack o Towers and bav windows us v off-centered short, thick columns
Arches
Second Empire Style Queen Anne Style
Greek Revival Style e 1560-1890, second most common Soulard | ¢ 1880-1890, not very common in Soulard
* 1800-1860, concurrent with. and similar to stvle * Emphasis on facade’s surface textures and
Federal style e Defining characteristic 15 the steep “mansard’ shapes

* Style idealiz

Picturesque, asymmetrical facades, which

. h m of | ® Emphasis on vertical lines and balanced; often combine elements of several styles
though frequently not symmetrical, facades * Fancy, “feminine” style
* In pure examples, large triangular pediment | » Often combined with Italianate style in | ® Often referred to as “High Victorian™ style

forms the roofline; in the vernacula

window lintels have pointed tops

| 4 ...l'.l.’ .'.rhl

Soulard

Romanesque Stvle

when combined with Second Empire

American Foursquare Style

Italianate Style | = 1880-1895, not verv common in the neighbor * 1890-1910, not very common in Soulard
* 1850-1890, the most common style in hood * House has squarish facide and “footprint”
Soulard, resent in at least 75% of our 1100 | » Blocky, “masculine,” castle-like style, empha- | ® Pyramidal roof shape

buildings, mostly in vernacular form
* Picturesque style, often asymmetrical facade

sis on horizontal lines
* Features multiple materials and surface tex-
| tures on usually asymmetrical facades, often |

Emphasis on practicality and solidity, as such
often displays Romanesque detailing here in

Soulard i

Federal Style

“Trapper Cottage™ at 811 Allen Avenue is
Soulard’s oldest extant building, and a superb
example of the Federal style as interpreted by
French/German immigrants. Note the simple

The

The “Rock House” at 2212 S. 9th St. is a
recently re-created Federal style cottage.
The pre-Civil War cottage had been altered in
the 1890s. The fieldstone walls are rare in

8 2316 S. 12th St.
boasts an exuberant |
Queen Anne facdde.

B® Note the varying
window shapes, sizes, |
E and pediments, and |
the many decorative
touches of masonry,
wood, metal, and

# stone. The Second
Empire mansard roof,
__J| and partially visible
Italianate bay tower
to the side, show a
pvernacular mix.

Still, the Queen Anne
dominates.

roofline, plain facdde, and “6 over 6" windows. red brick Soulard.
The “Keyhole
. o House"” (note the
;:‘:f :;m shape of the front
1925 S. 11th door opening) at
St isa 2423 S. 13th St. |
wonderfully isa mcnd.tr
Ielinced Italianate/
Federal com- Second Empire/
position. Queen Anne
Most of composiltion.
Soulard’s But the many
Rounders are textures and shapes _ !
These four rowhouses at 1830-36 S. 9th St. vernacular on the facades tip | -
show variation of Federal Styling. Window Italianate, this viewer to the
spacing and rooflines vary, bus simplicity et making this Queen Anne.
reins on each facdde overall. [r . one a rarity.
Greek Revival
Soulard holds one of This cottage at
| St. Louis’ best examples 1019 Shenandoah Ave,
of Greek Revival styling: shows a simplified Greek
the DeMenil Mansion Revival, The door is
at 3352 DeMenil Place. surrounded by columns
The columns and and pediment, and notice
triangular roof the pointed tops fo the
pediment define window fintels.

this style.

see more Facades, page 23
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March before a packed house at

|
| Il all started on Opening Day in
|

home against the Dodgers. Mark
McGwire strode to the plate with the
| bases loaded. With one stroke, he
took the lead for the Cardinals, and
tallied his first home run of the 1998
season. It would end at home against
the Expos. On the final day of the
regular season, McGwire would have
a slightly larger audience around the
world as he muscled a line drive over
the left field wall, his 70th and last
such four-bagger of the year.

I was lucky enough to be present
for #1, and for at least some of the
remaining 69, including #67 and
#68. The record itself—70 home
runs in a single season—is astound-
ing, and that is what history will best
document. But the road to #70 was
nothing short of a revival. History
will have a harder time recording
that journey and it is something
equally notable for those of us fortu-
nate enough to witness it.

Though much has been written
in the past few months about this
year's home run chase, it would be
difficult to let this issue of the
Renaissance pass without paying our
respects. This is necessary for several
reasons. Although always a serious
baseball fan, I, like so many others,
was jaded by the players strike and
the cancellation of the World Series
in 1994. But as for so many others,
the 1998 baseball season has been a
watershed for me. It is not too much
to say that I have been riveted by the
exploits of Mark McGwire, Sammy
Sosa, David Wells, Kerry Wood, and
so many others in this season that
Sports lllustrated has proclaimed the
“greatest ever.” The greatest season
ever in this storied game? I'll buy
that—who am [ to argue with SI?

So we mark McGwire's exploits
through both prose and poetry in
this issue. Kent DeFosset, a relative
newcomer both to our writing staff
and the neighborhood, has provided

70 is a Record —
The Road to it
was a Revival

by Mack A. Bradley

a personal snapshot of key moments
of baseball history at Busch this year.
We also have the poetic contribution
of “Buzzy” Schweiger, a 63-year vet-
eran of Soulard Market, where Buzzy
and wife Norma reign
over stands 77 and 78.
Although the sports
desk staff here at the
Renaissance consists
of, well, no one, we
thought this feat was
too historic, and too
fun to overlook. I'm
not certain whether
this paper covered,
say, the fall of the
Berlin Wall, but we do
not want to miss this
moment in world his-

Perhaps when
we reflect on
1998, maybe,
just maybe,
we’ll think of
Mark McGwire
and Sammy
Sosa instead
of Bill Clinton
and Ken Starr.

no one could have guessed the past
few months. After all, McGwire did-
n't squeak by Maris’ record of 61
home runs set in 1961. He demol-
ished it. Maris had broken Babe
Ruth's seemingly
unbreakable record of
60 home runs set in
1927 on the very last
day of the season,
passing the Babe by
one tally. McGwire has
surpassed Maris’
record by nearly 15
percent. Our home-
town favorite wasn't
alone in this race,
though. Through
August, Ken Griffey,
Jr. and others fell by

t o rvi the side-
Besides, lines in the
we could chase, but
be forgiv- the Cubs’
en. -for Sammy
missing Sosa kept
the col- pace right
lapse of up to the
the Wall, last week
since of the sea-
Berlin son. Like
isn't real- McGwire,
ly in our Sosa did it

distribution area. While McGwire
isn't a Soulard resident, he does
work nearby, and the fireworks that
herald his exploits at Busch can be
heard throughout the neighborhood.

Though some might have sus-
pected on Opening Day that Roger
Maris' hold on baseball’s most
revered record was in some jeopardy,

all in style.

It is hard to overstate the contri-
bution that McGwire and Sosa have
made to baseball. These two ball
players, through their heroics, have
rescued this game. They have also
raised the bar for sportsmanship and
class inside baseball and out.

The season ended with a dramatic

| A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR [

year. At the same time McGwire was

finishing his incredible season with a

| bang, or rather two bangs at Busch,

| Sosa was playing his part in another

| drama unfolding in Houston. The

Cubs and Giants, after 161 games,
had equal records of wins and losses
and were therefore tied for the NL
wildcard slot. While the Cubs fought
for their post-season life in the
Astrodome, the Giants were watch- |
ing their game at Coors Field slip
away. On this last day of the season,
they would both fall short, leaving
them with identical records over the |
entire regular season.

In the end, McGwire's 70 home
runs would win the race with Sosa,
who ended up with a stunning 66.
But McGwire’s season ended with the
regular season. Sosa helped his team
win the wildcard playoff game with
San Francisco, but the Cubs only
won the right to be clobbered by the
Braves in three games straight.
Sosa’s bat, which thundered through
the regular season, fell silent against
Atlanta’s pitching.

No matter. What this year's home
run chase has done for baseball is
outstanding enough, but it could not
have come at a better time for the
country as a whole. The talent, hard
work, and decency of these ball play-
ers has been a tonic for America at a
time when being an American was |
getting just a bit embarrassing. | {
Perhaps when we reflect on 1998,
maybe, just maybe, we'll think of
Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa
instead of Bill Clinton and Ken Starr.

Even in this cynical era, or per-
haps because of it, we need heroes
now more than ever. We need to
have both people and deeds worthy
of emulation. These two remarkable
men have given us both.

THE CHURCHES OF SOULARD

A Colorful Print by John Pils

celebrating 14 churches in and around

the Histonic Soulard district A
of Saint Louis. j

Sumlﬂ:hul‘s Smu.louphl‘SmAsalhl SumkhnNcp«mquhm:iu(God Trinity Su:nqur&Plul JmChnmh'lechmnn Samlhnll-MtnlrdSuutan S:mt\fnmnls Sunter_v Sllmk.lymmd's

Call 727-0706 to order.

17"w x 11"h Unframed $25.00
11w x 8-12"h Unframed $15.00
MO Sales Tax and $4.95
ioping and Handii
© 1957 The Churches of Soulard nc.

POBax 1 Station
S-‘mes:!i!?m
WWW.ChurchesotSoulard ORG
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bor Day Labors
at Busch

by Kent DeFosset

Where were you when Jack Buck told us to “"go
crazy folks” after Ozzie Smith hit his 9th inning
home run off of Tom Niedenfuhr in the 5th game
| of the 1985 National League Championship series?
| Or two days later when Jack Clark hit a three run

homer (off Niedenfuhr) to send the Cardinals to

the World Series? Not since that stretch has there been any

more memorable streak of home runs than during the Labor
| Day weekend of 1998. Unless you're from another planet (even
then you may know - viewed in 212 different countries, with
the television signals spiraling out into space), everyone will
remember where they were when Mark McGwire hit number
60, 61 and that historic number 62.

Like so many of us, | was heading out of town for the last
weekend of summer. I will remember listening to my car radio
as Big Mac hit #60 and #61. [ was crossing the Poplar Street
bridge when he hit #61, and | decided 1 could not take a
chance waiting to use my Tuesday, September 8th tickets to
see number 62. McGwire still had at least 3 more at-bats. So I
rushed home, grabbed $70 (thinking $50 or so for a ticket and

La

the plate in the 3rd inning. Resting my bike on

the fence surrounding the stadium, and using it

| had a perfect view of home
plate and the left field fence. This was not quite
how I wanted to see the game but at least | had
a clear view.

After Mac's second at bat, a single to left, | looked around
at my fellow knot-holers. They were standing on top of trash
cans, sitting on top of phone booths, holding children on
their shoulders, even laying on the ground hoping to see
through the legs of the fans inside. Some young men to the
left of me were tending to their bleeding hands. They had
been climbing the narrow diamond shaped hole fence before
every pitch, anything to catch a glimpse of what we were all
expecting on every pitch.

Between at-bats I met Stephen and Rob, two college stu
dents from Canada, who drove all night to hopefully catch
history, only to be shut out like the rest of us ticketless pris
oners of greed. There were Jim and Joan who where riding
in Forest Park when they heard number 61 on their head-

as a step stool

a little for a beer and dog) hopped on my bicycle and peddled
feverishly to the stadium.

My first duty was to find the kind person who was in need of a charitable
donation who had an extra ticket. Being the 3rd inning, [ wasn't expecting the
donation to be more than my initial thought of $50 for a $6 standing room
only ticket. To my surprise, I wasn't even in the ballpark, either figuratively
or, now, literally.

Having struck out with the lovely people exploiting the good citizens of St.
Louis (Where's Batman when you need him?), I noticed hundreds of people
standing outside the stadium trying to get a glimpse of our hero. So I did the
only thing left to do, I joined the knot-hole gang. You remember, in the days
of wooden outfield fences when the kids would look through the knocked out
knotholes of the outfield fence to see their favorite players.

I located the perfect spot on the right field side just as Big Mac walked to

sets and decided to ride downtown to be part of history. |
They just wanted to feel the electricity that we were all feeling.

Mark came up for his third at bat in the 5th inning, | climbed up to my
pulpit some 4 feet above the crowd that now had gathered around me. I was
constantly asked “what happened” after every pitch. I knew then that I had to
be ready for the big one, I had people counting on me to be their eyes if Big
Mac connected. He hit a fly ball to center that at bat and the next. Every time
he hit the ball and the crowd inside would get loud, and my fellow outsiders
would get all excited only to have the news of a flyout to center rain down
from my lofty perch.

That wouldn’t stop the conversations about where we were during other
Cardinal history making events. We sat around like little children at
Kindergarten story time listening to Bob Fleming, another knot-holer, talk
about how he saw many a Cardinal historic event as a child sitting on his

= OURS Since 1913 YOUR
P 2400 S. 12th - 772-4710 e
9 am.-8 p.m. i STORE
S %I/J%; Groceses
9 am.—5:30 p.m. _ [, Fresh Cut Meats
' Fresh Produce
“VINCENT'S MARKET o S
7 T AT res 7
WE HAVE OVER 50 IMP & MICROBREW BEERS
partial list... Hempen Ale Hard Core Blue Moon Pete’s Honey Brown
Rolling Rock Goat's Breath Guiness Samuel Adams Summer Brew Corona
Railyard Ale Elephant Heineken Flying Dog % Petiv-"h ; Black Tan
Dos Equis Blackened Voodoo Heineken Dark Road Dog Pet"f‘e:oh "Ta Pale Ale
Killian’s Red Beck's Schlafly Leinenliugels Red ‘;: 3 E‘;’: 4 Hefeweizen
Newcastle Beck’s Dark Moosehead Leinenliugels Honey Ptec:; Amberbock
Labatt Blue Bass Boulevard Ale Catalina Blonde R:::I “ﬁf Red Stripe
Warsteinen Samuel Smith Boulevard Wheat Pete's Wicked Ale Carl b:
St. Pauli Girl Tabernash Boulevard Tenpenny sberg
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(B00) 643-3598 Toll Froe = (314) 490-4067 Pager
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. at
Benton Park Square
With Gretchen

New Fall Classes
Are now forming
(beg. & interm.)

East/West Center
772-8848

Dine Under

the Stars!

-
! MCGere, from previous page

father's lap at old Sportsman's Park, describing each
event in brilliant detail, It was like we were ther

We talked about how many of us had tried to buy
tickets the legal way but were unable and how much
the street merchants (for a lack of a better word) wer
now asking. There was discussion over what we would
do if we would catch “The Ball." Like the fan who actu
ally did, we all said we would give it to the rightful
owner, Mark McGwire,

We bought MDA/Cardinal Care "shirts off their |

backs" tickets through the fence hoping that would be
our ticket in. 1 know any one of us would have given
the shirt off our backs to get in that day

As the midday sun started to head west and the
flood of lucky spectators started to pour out of the sta-
dium buying the Post’s “Special Edition,” something us
knot-holers had purchased innings before, we all said
good-bye and went our own ways.

Riding home | realized why The
given the fans of SL Lou
W1 baseball fans in

and the men who play the

the nation
lor the gami
a Cardinal or a vi ting | er, ever L

vhen that persan i I

that man is
It's made even easier
Sammy Sosa would say. Mr, McGwire has done
only one other man in the history of bas
Like George Herman "Babe” Ruth in

McGwire has brought the

fun and the fans back to
baseball
| was not there when Mark actually hit number 61

but after spending the good part of two hours out

looking in with all my fellow knot-holers, you
tell me I didn’t see it

Even though 1 got to see Big Mac
the next night, 1 will always
day afternoon. I just hope some of my knot-hole f

whack number 62
remember that hot Labor
rde

also got in or at least a good look through the k
hole on 9-8-98,

Mighty Mark

By David Lee Schweiger

Editor’s note: *Buzzy" Schweiger has played baseball most of his life, and coached little league for more than 20 years
Schweiger and his wife Norma operate stands 77 and 78 at Soulard Market, where Buzzy has been selling qualily fruits and
vegetables since he was seven years old. Now in his 60s, he continues his passion for sports, as a pitcher in a slow-pitch

softball league.

Mighty Mark it's plain to see
Is bigger than life, you must agree.
His arms, his legs, every body part
Diminished only by the size of his heart.

Let’s face it, he's too good to be true
An “American Hero" has come into view.
Capturing the heart of an entire nation
The most powerful hitter in all creation.

The pitcher quakes as he comes to the plate
And his first pitch to Mark isn’t that great.
The ball is hit and sails out of sight
Cheered on by thousands in the course of its flight.

The fans watching in disbelief
The pitcher's face exposing his grief.
Each Montreal rooter looks on in dismay
At Mighty Mark's second Home Run of the day.

Historic seventy is now in the books
To every fan there, the way that it looks.
As they holler, cheer, dance and sing
Mighty Mark is the new Home Run King.

But his achievements go beyond baseball’s scope
Raising in each of us that feeling of hope.
That if we strive with all our heart and soul
We too can reach that unattainable goal.

So let's raise our cups in a big toast to Mark
But not just for hitting one out of the park.
Not to the ballplayer, but the man that we see
Who is the kind of person we’d all like to be.

His gift to us all far exceeds his feat
Which I'm sure you'll agree cannot be beat.
For baseball fans he's brought back all the fun
He's Superman and Santa Claus rolled into one.

10% Off for Soulard Res

Oam. -2 pm
Saint Louis

SBE

C. Dean Gamez, M.D. .
Internal Medicine .

Healthcare for Patients 16 and older

Convenient Appointment Hours

* Many insurance Plans Accepted in-
cluding Medicaid and Medicare

* Located at: 12th St. and Ann Ave.

For More Information call:

772-8348

2202 8. 12th Street, St. Louis, MO 63104
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By Julia Mittelstadt
As many of our
readers already know,
soon Soulard will have
it's own gourmet cof-

granted.

Over the last few weeks, 1've
stopped by a couple of times to visit
this rehab in progress at 910 Geyer.

It's been a muddy mess but the base- :
| ment has been dug out and poured.
If you are in the vicinity, stop by and

check out the progress. Feel free to
take free fill dirt - they pulled out

50-60 cubic yards of it, which of *

course turned to mud when it

rained. It has dried out fairly well 2
and dirt lovers everywhere are wel- "5

come to take as much as they need.
Now that the basement is a beau-

tiful sight, ready for the cabinets, |

shelves and refrigerators that will be

moved on to the first floor. They are

N®

The Soulard Coffee Garden —
the rehab goes on...& on...

fee house, called the Soulard Coffee Garden. This is
truly a family project, with Ted and Rita West and
their sons James and Paul are owners of the busi-
ness and the building. Paul is also the general con
tractor in charge of the rehab. Upon completion
Soulardians will enjoy the wonderful coffee that
Central West Enders and Claytonians take for

“Feel free to
take free fill dirt —
they pulled out 50-60
cubic yards of it...”

used for storage, the rehab has jts

re-adjusting fireplaces

walls and setting stair

cases etc. It's a bit too

sonally sampled several menu items
including the Tiramisu and the

. flowerless chocolate cake. As a certi-

fied chocoholic, 1 rate the chocolate
cake as heavenly. The Tiramisu is
fabulous as well, sweet and rich
with just the right amount of cocoa

" topping it off.

If you want to check out the
progress yourself, stop by the pro-
ject at 910 Geyer and remember,
feel free to take some dirt with you.

to fit the newly leveled |
floors, studding out

early to estimate the project completion date, but
if all goes well Soulard will get its coffee house by |
Mardi Gras.

As a side note, James West will also be the
head Chef for the coffee house, whipping up
some wonderful treats like Tiramisu, flowerless
chocolate cake and a variety of light lunch items
that go along wonderfully with coffee. I have per-

808 GEYEReIN SOULARD

314-436-0828

Fireside Dining

for all your holiday needs

Private Party Rooms or Catering Available

Show your appreciation to your host on Thanksgiving
with a Norton’s Cafe Gift Certificate.

OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 11 A.M.
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RESTAURANT & BAR
Llegant dining in
Historic Soulard

Voted #1
“Best Private
Parties”

Riverfront Times

Readers Poll 1996

Private Parlies
& Catering

1731 South ~th
St. Louis. Missouri

(314) 241-7956

By Kathy Miller

Soulard residents who enjoy
good food and drink have a new
establishment to check out. On a
recent Saturday afternoon, four of

| us settled ourselves on the patio of
the recently opened Sidney Saloon
for a relaxing lunch. The patio itself
is a developing garden with plenty
of tables, a bar and a small stage for
live entertainment.

We began our meal with two
appetizers - Saloon Pretzels and
Chili Cheese Fries. Both proved to be a
hit (watch out Gus, the pretzels were
delicious). The pretzels were hot from
the oven and served with sweet mustard
and spicy cheese sauces. They were
baked to perfection and plentiful for
four. The Chili Cheese Fries were also a
winner. The fries were golden brown on
the outside and piping hot on the inside.
They were topped with spicy chili and a
mountain of cheddar cheese.

The main dishes are primarily salads
and sandwiches. Prices ranged from
$4.95 - $6.95 and servings were quite
plentiful. We were a meat and potatoes
group and to no one’s surprise ordered

Sidney Saloon

| Ozark Pork. All sandwiches are accompanied with
l The

french fries or an oulstanding spicy peanut siaw
It con

| Cajun Shrimp Loaf stood out as the favorite
sisted of a hoagie roll filled with

sautéed haby shrimp, andouille

ywusage, green peppers, onions and
tomatoes. All were tossed in a spicy
Cajun sauce. We love spicy dishe
and this hit the spot. The steak and
pork sandwiches were also served
on hoagie rolls and were cooked to
perfection. The burger, modified to
our custom specification, was
topped with grilled onions and
spicy pepper cheese sauce.

Although we were quite full by

this time, we did order a couple pieces
of desserl. Once again Lhe portions were

...watch
out Gus,
the
pretzels
were
delicious...

quite generous. The carrot cake was
traditional with cream cheese frosting,
and the cheesecake, topped with straw
berry sauce, was a pure delight. Service
on the patio was quite attentive and
Alicia, our server, was very personable.
The Sidney Saloon is open from
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 a.m. Monday through
Saturday at the corner of Sidney and
10th Street. They often feature live
music (to find out their schedule call
865-4544). The restaurant is operated
by the owners of Llywelyn’s Pub in the

an array of sandwiches. We sampled the Cajun Shrimp | Central West End. We do have one question for the
Loaf, Saloon Burger, Pepper Cheese Steak and the | owners ...Where are the famous Llywelyn's chips?

CONDITION AND COLOR,
TOGETHER AT LAST! |

SHADES EQ™
Conditioning Color Gloss |
It's the haircolor that thinks it's |
a conditioner. Brillianl, super
natural color provides shim-
mernng conditioned shine in a
paletie ol labulous shades. Ask
us about the Shades EQ
Conditioming Color Gloss that's |
nght for you [

| david’s

uth Grand = 77

Il
|

Z)

|
(e Lamps and Hangings |
\\" Original Designs and Reproductions |

(7 F”l

SN

b

\%

[ i

GLASSWORKS |

Leaded and Stained Glass Windows

Complete Line of Hobby Supplies

HOURS: 10:00-5:00 Tues.-Fri. i

865-3877

MITHRA |

Classes Forming NOW!

Sat. 9:30-5:00
1304 SIDNEY

Free ‘Estimates

Blkk DYE
PLUCABIZG €O, IPIC.

Specializing in:
Renovation and Restoration
Sewer and Water Repairs

i
776-1800

1819 Lynch
St. Louis, Mo.

. . . in Historic Soulard |

S
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Not Your Father’s “City Grill”’

If their motto “You are where vou
eat” is any directional guide, then
plop me down at the City Grill, that
new eating establishment at 1836
Box). Once the home of Medich’s, the City [
Grill has traded in the VFW hall decor for something much more cos
mopolitan. The picture of Kramer over the bar is your first clue that some
interesting changes are in store for the patrons of the City Grill.

_ highly recommends the Smoked Chicken Quesadillas. The French Onion
Bisque is also highly recommended. Sandwiches and burgers are similar in
price, and they come with zesty purple cabbage “City Slaw" and hot crispy
fries. The French Onion Burger is the best burger I have ever had, and the

| that this is a chicken sandwich. All meals arrive at the table on heaping
plates, so bring your appetites! The owner fully expects these sandwiches to
be eaten with a fork by the timid and the tidy.

Dinner menu selections range from Rum Painted Salmon to Herb
crew has not yet had the opportunity to sample these creations, but be sure
that we will.

| Besides the raspberry tea, soft drinks, and beer selection, a full bar is

| available for your dining pleasure. The City Grill also specializes in a selec-
types is a selection of fine cigars.

The City Grill is open from 11 AM to 1 AM daily, serving food until 11:30
PM. You can't go wrong at this eating establishment for a leisurely lunch or

a late evening meal. Catering is also available for those special occasions.

By Mark Woerz
C =
| Ilrr | | |
1{' I —
LU\ —71g
Gravois (across from the Jack in the 2 :
A variety of unusual appetizers can be had for under $5. My lunch crowd
Black Jack Chicken sandwich comes with so many extras you might forget
| Crusted Tenderloin Medallions and Jalapeno Cream. Unfortunately, our
tion of martinis and single malt scotches. Also available for those hearty
The City Grill is certainly a welcome addition to the neighborhood!

Looking for quality

service, style &

dependability .
- ™ . s ® ¥
ma I)rl]lt!]']g .aning © letter-

iy _ ) .eports ® catalogs ¢
compamny: arochures ¢ advertising
' .cad © husiness cards  envelopes

araphics © fly-

iing © letter
DISCOVER :eu
sic publishinﬂ

.uead ¢ g © compute
«aphics  fly MADCO nusic publish-
ng © letterhe “eports ® cal

alogs, © type._. lions ® musig
publishing © letterhead ® © resumes © reports © catalogs © typesetting ¢
omputer graphics © © brochures © advertising © invitations ® music pub-
ishing 715 §. ELEVENTH ST. o St. Louis, MO 63104 pRarts: ¢
otalog:  314/241-8696 « 314/241-8697 FAX "

usic p sumes ©
reports We offer Macintosh & Fax services. fising ¢
nvitation ivelopes

resumes © reports © catalogs, ® typesetting © flyers ® brochures ¢
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Seasons Gardening
in St. Louis

& | Gardening and
7l Unique Gift Items

& A Full Line of Nursery Plants/Bulbs/Trees

f -

& Garden Design and Landscaping Services

& Gift and Seasonal Items

& Tools, Fertilizers, and Garden Supplies

& Garden Ornaments, Pottery and Sculpture

& Original Artwork by Local Artists and Artisans
& Helpful and Knowledgeable Staff

It's time for planting bulbs, mums,
asters, trees, shrubs, and many perennials.
Come see our selection!

Terri Khan Raben Andrews
Serving Historic St. Louis
804 Russell
Phone: 776-3500
Open Tuesday-Sunday
Closed Monday

ladvertising © invitations ® music publishing ¢ letterhead ® busines
ards © envelopes ® resumes © reports * catalogs, ® typesettings® etc. 1

Haircuts & Styling
Color
Highlights
Perms
Make-up Applications

Facials :
Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Eyelash and brow tinting
Full day & half day of beauty packages
Gift certificates

1105 Russell ¢ 241-HAIR
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SOULARD
$159.900

2014-16 Sidney
BENTON PARK
$40,000

" 809 Allen

SOULARD
$129,900

LASALLE PARK
$159,900

o
“al
2018 Sidney

BENTON PARK
$88,900

‘\1 \I{‘i

1K

.\'\D ASSOC l\ll . I'\(

2342 So. 9th St.

915 Morrison

‘What Has Your Realtor Done For You Lately®

' IKES Rutger
LAFAYETTE SQUARE
$123,900

2202 Sidney

_ 2220 Wyoming
BENTON PARK BENTON PARK
$76,500

$67.900

2624 S. 12th St. 1800 Rutger
SOULARD LAFAYETTE SQUARE
$98,000 $249,500

~ 2810 Indiana 2346 S. 10th St.
BENTON PARK SOULARD
$31,900 $99.900

3438 Russell
LASALLE PARK COMPTON RESERVOIR
$209,900 $44,900

1204 Missouri
LAFAYETTE SQUARE

$59.900

1824A Rutger 2135 Sidney
LAFAYETTE SQUARE BENTON PARK
$81,900 $75.900

v |

2311A Hickory
LAFAYETTE SQUARE
$55.900

3316 Ilinois
BENTON PARK
$81,000

[R

AEALTOR

1709 S. 8th St. 2320 So. 11th St.
SOULARD SOULARD

$78,000

720 Lami 2216 S. 9th St.
SOULARD SOULARD
$94.500 $99.000

@he City Realtors

Specializing In Your Neighborhood

776-6279

Your neighborhood residential sales specialists at

MARY KING & ASSOCIATES, Inc. believe our marketing plan is
one of the best in the business, Therefore, we make this promise to
our Sellers: If, ar anytime, you are not thoroughly satisfied with the

promotion and marketing of your property, you may cancel the
listing contract, with no further obligation.

We are at 2100 S. 9th in Soulard. Stop by and see us, The coffee pot is always on.
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Safety Tax Extension
Passes by Sweeping
Margin

By Bob Officer
The Special Business
District Commissioners

thank the voters of Soulard
who, on August 4th, voted to
extend the special security
tax for an additional five
| years. This insures that
| Soulard will continue to benefit from the off-duty
| police patrols and other measures the tax has made
possible through the year 2004. The five-cent
| increase in the tax, also approved, will enable us to

| maintain the high quality of service which has been |

established over the past four years and to explore |

possibilities for increased service to the community.
| The tax rate of .35 remains less than half of the
maximum allowable and the rate of other Special
Business Districts. D & D Security, which provides
about 6 hours of extra security patrol a day, on aver-
age, also provides security through the Soulard
Business Association which allows us to coordinate
and leverage the available forces. In addition, the tax
funds provide such things as an off-duty officer who
can spend extra time on the police computers, for
instance to track down a partial license number or
car description. Such an effort assisted in apprehend-
ing a suspect in many ornamemal iron thefts earlier
this year. %
More than two-thirds of Soulard voters approved
the extension and increase in the Special Business
District Tax. The Commissioners hope this indicates
that the residents of Soulard approve the efforts we
have made to use the tax money to advance safety and
security in Soulard. We hope you will let us know
how these efforts can be improved. You can contact
any of the Commissioners, who are Dave Lewis:
664-0284, Judy McDaniel: 664-3497, Tom Easches:
772-1807, Jim Walsh: 231-7283, John Kiernan:
865-2450 and Bob Officer: 772-2849. All of us thank
you for the confidence expressed in your vote of
August 4th.

Group Réports
That For Walkers,
Streets Are Meanest

Washington (Reuters) - Walking is more dangerous
per mile traveled than any other form of transporta-
tion, said a group that advocates making public areas
more friendly for pedestrians. The Surface
Transportation Policy Project said the approximately

5,000 pedestrians killed in 1996 out of 42,000 traffic |

deaths were often not even seen as legitimate road
users.

“Instead of blaming pedestrians for being hit by
cars, planners and engineers must design communi-
ties and roads that are safe for walking,”
said in its “Mean Streets” report.

It also listed the ten most dangerous metropolitan
areas for pedestrians, led by Orlando, Florida, fol-
lowed by the Tampa-St.Petersburg-Clearwater area in
Florida and Miami-Fort Lauderdale, again in Florida.

The Providence-Pawtucket-Fall River area span-
ning Rhode Island and Massachusetts was fourth
placed, followed by Phoenix in Arizona,
Houston-Galveston-Brazoria in Texas, and Atlanta.

The Los Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside area was
eighth ranked for danger to pedestrians, with the
Buffalo-Niagara Falls region in New York and the
Charlotte-Gastonia-Rock Hill area in the Carolinas
making up the top ten.

~The advocacy group calculated the relative danger
between metropolitan areas by looking at 1996 gov-
ernment data on the number of pedestrian incidents
per 100,000 people and adjusting it by the percentage
of people walking to work. The fatality rate per bil-
lion miles traveled is lowest for transit buses (0. 1),
followed by air carriers (0.2), Amtrak (0.5), cars (10.5)
and then walking (147 to 316 depending on different
estimates of miles walked).

The group called for measures that include the
use of “traffic calming” techniques to slow down
neighborhood traffic and flexible design of business
and residential areas that are unhindered by car-ori-
ented requirements of most zoning codes.

The Surface Transportation Policy Project said the
issue was far from trivial. It noted that the 837 child
pedestrians killed by cars in 1996 was far greater than
the 23 young lives taken by air bags that sparked
numerous Congressional hearings and eventual
action by government and manufacturers.

the group |

Simply Beautiful
Wedding & Party Rentals

24 hour Wedding Parlor
I'\.""'!r' :'1
A La King Catering
Catering With A Kingly Touch'
Call now for
Christmas Weddings

718 Lafayette Ave
(314) 436-1614

Wyline Oduyeru, Owner/Chef

ANNIE’S |
House Cleaning
Service '
- OFFICE & HOME 'd
« CONSTRUCTION 7 |

« WINDOW CLEANING
= STEAM CLEAN CARPETS

Bus.752-0669 / i

$5.00 OFF
first time cleaning

ECONOMICAL mrgs,?; i
INSURED & BON |
FREE ESTIMA TES"

Z G tWe’!j"r

We have the Renaissance

ONLINE

Check it out at:
www.soulard.com

£\ PRESERVATION: Plan On It!

Planning on restoring a house, saving a landmark,
reviving your neighborhood?

Gain a wealth of experience and help preserve our historic and architectural heritage.
Join the National Trust for Historic Preservation
and support preservationefforts in your community.
Write: National Trust for Historic Preservation
Department PA, 1785 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20036

BRETT FERRARI
Sales Associate

(314) B47-0001 Business e (314) 647-5144 Fax
(B00) 643-3598 Toll Free = (314) 490-4067 Pager
WWW.COLDWELLBANKERPREMIER COM E-mail

BANKGRO

PREMIER
MOIRRI) IS TIHS MO T
@

cotbwers ILET %
OV (WG IR VDY

Owmned

Fall 1998 - THE SOULARD RENAISSANCE - page 13



(,./ . 421-2131

P

EDELE & MERTZ
HARDWARE

1822 South Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104
Established 1912

John Edele  Ed (Cork) Woelm

2016 Rear, S. 9th
Soulard, MO
(314) 771-0400

MOLDINGS
NOW
AVAILABLE

By Jay Gibbs

| 809 Allen Avenue

This vernacular multi-unit apart-
ment house was constructed circa
1870, An architectural hybrid com-

Italianate and Second Empire styles,
with “segment-head” arched win-
dows, simple brick cornice, and
mansard roof. It housed working-
class immigrants for generations in
its several apartment flats, but like
much of Soulard’s housing stock,
was vacant and deteriorating b the
mid 1970

An article in one of the earliest
issues of this publications (1976) fea-
tured 809 Allen and the excited
urban pioneers who had just bought
it. Unfortunately, their ambitious
plans for the house, including an
expansive third floor library, never
came to fruition. After several more
owners (one, a developer which sub-
sequently went bankrupt!) the build-
ing was purchased by the City's
Operation Impact. Again, as in the

The day after the disastrous fire, the only
question was, can it still be saved?
E; -y demolition was the reply.

Custom Picture
Framing

Prints * Posters
Jewelry

2027
South 11th
436-8889
{Appointments made upon request)

in Historic Soulard
since 1985

> |

mon in Soulard, it combined the |

809 Allen as it appeared in 1990, after

Operation Impact had purchased it.
Though dilapidated, the original charm is
still evident.

1970's, the shell was slated for rehab
as a single-family home, this time by
the Soulard Community Housing
Corporation. But these plans were

The new “infill” house is well wvd’u;ny 5
The upstairs windows appear to be
almost suspended in air: framing and

brick veneer were almost simultaneous.

thwarted by an extensive 1995 fire
that left little but the exterior brick
walls. The remains were deemed |
unsound, and the hard-luck thr_'||;
was soon Fqu-d

Protests over the demolition by

neighborhood historians were ame-

liorated by the housing corporation s

announced new plans: they would
build an “infill" (new construction)
home which would architecturally
mimic the destroyed original
Construction started in 1997, and
involved some tricky concrete foun-
dation work to avoid undermining
the adjacent rowhouse to the east.
Fortunately, the site’s luck had final-
ly turned—nothing failed!

The finished three-bedroom
house was sold for full price on the
first day it was offered—such was the
booming real estate market in
Soulard this past year. While the new
house cannot boast the accumulated
patina of the lost original, it is still a
good architectural approximation. At
last, 809Allen is an attractive asset to
the Soulard neighborhood. Kudos!

The finished single-family home mimics
but does not exactly copy the original.
Its streetscape is whole again.

CLEMENTINES

2001 Menard
at Allen

664-7869

ATTENTION:
SOULARD NEIGHBORS,
BUSINESSES
The Soulard Renaissance
is mailed free to every address in
Soulard. At least, that's the plan.

If you bave an address in Soulard but
are not receiving the Renaissance,
Pplease call 621-6226 and leave your
address and ZIP Code.

We will gladly correct our mailing list
to include you!
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‘Surprises In The Garden

[
By Chris M. Beyer ‘
It was a day like any other St. Louis summer day - hot, hazy and |
humid. But by late afternoon that all changed when Mother Nature decid- |
ed to show Soulard what fireworks she had on hand. In a matter of min- |
utes, trees all over the neighborhood were reduced to really ugly topiaries, |
electrical wires sizzled like cheap sparklers, and rooftops laid on sidewalks !
|

|

|

|

|

i like crumpled paper. While the storm was a show of force, it did not com-
pare with the show of cooperation displaved by Soulardians who turned |
out to help their neighbors. Before Mark and I could fully check for dam
age, John Durnell and Richard Eaton were already out assessing neigh-
borhood damage and seeing who needed help. They told us about all the
damage around the Soulard market area and were heading back to start |
cleaning up. As the sounds of chainsaws and sirens filled the air, it was
time to fully assess what happened.

Surprise! A forty foot silver maple that graced the back section of our |
garden looked like shredded Lincoln logs laying on top our electrical |
wires, we now have a sun garden. With all that sun, the Japanese maple's
leaves began curling like the wicked witch of the west's feet under
Dorothy’s house. Hostas and impatients impersonated wilting vampires at
the first light of morning, while azaleas were cozying up to a big white |
pine. Although topping the silver maple was already on our agenda, we
really hadn’t planned on doing it in the middle of summer.

It’s been two months and the yard has adjusted quite well to its sunny
disposition. The Japanese maple seems to enjoy the extra sun light, the
hosta leaves are huge, the impatients are bending with blooms, and the
azaleas have decided that the big white pine isn't all that friendly. I am
already hitting the bins at Frank’s looking for plants better suited for the
sunny side of life. I don't know why Mark makes sure I don't go plant
shopping by myself

While out surveying the damage to the neighborhood, I discovered
someone had gifted Soulard with a new green space. Through some inves-
tigations, I discovered that Ann McDonnell and her BSB Development
Group are responsible for this simply elegant jewel. What was once 2025 |
Menard, a lost structure, is.now a smartly designed green space with
sweeping lines and graceful plantings. | want to personally thank Ann and
her staff for their contribution to the Soulard Botanical Gardens. Let me
also thank these fine people for continually setting the revitalization stan-
dards in Soulard one notch higher.

Gardening tips for what should be a fine autumn season:

* Mulch azaleas and rhododendron with pine needles as they will really
appreciate it.

¢ Hostas can be divided now and moved to other locations in the yard.

Owners of public parking can revitalize their landscaping now with

fresh plantings.

Hold off on heavy mulching till much later in the year.

Spring bulbs should be planted now.

Remove spent perennials and faded annuals.

Join the SRG Beautification Committee to keep the green spaces green!

« & 8 @

Investors:

Need help understanding the stock or bond markets but you don't
want to pay a lot for a full service broker? We are a local brokerage
firm offering complete portfolio management at a fraction of the
cost of most national firms. Call to discuss how we can make the
difference in your portfolio.

231-5730 |
McBreck @swhbell.net

Steve Dustmann
Vice President / Soulard Resident

McCourtney-Breckenridge & Co.

515 Olive Street « St. Louis, Missouri 63101

Members NASD, SIPC Established 1932

Celebrate Autumn at the Abbey

Try our new lunch and dinmer menu

Live music & -.ompfrmml‘m)r

hors d'oeuvres 4—7 p.m

NINTH BTREET ABBEY
REBTAURANT & CATERING

Fridays on the patio

Clos Du Bois wine dinner
Wednesday, October 2sth

call for details (314) 621-0598
o = ——

1808 South 9th Street
in hntnrm "ulkl|dl£|

BED
Development
€0

One-, two-, & three bedroom
garden, townhouses and
alley houses

Rents $335-5850 / month

2311 South 13th Street o &t Louis, Missour, 63104
(314) Tle-1811

#

PET GROOMING

1800 Lafayette Avenue
314-772-3800

e Award-Winning Stylists ®
All breeds we?come
convenient location and hours
for city workers,

in Lafayette Square
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WE DELIVER

PIZZA e PASTA e SALADS
Dine In ® Carryout @ Delivery

367-1994

Corner of Russell & Menard in Historic Soulard

HALLOWEEN PARTY

“Rocky Horror Style”
(call for derails)

SOULARD

DISTRICT

CONTEMPORARY * RENOVATED * RESTORED

1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

C/A, Fireplaces, Monitored Alarm Systems,
24HR Emergency Maintenance, Courtyards,
And MORE
M-F 8:30 to 5:00 by appointment
SAT 10:00 to 3:00 by appointment

773-6300
VYVYVY

Managed by:
McCormack Baron Management Services, Inc.
2222 Menard in Soulard

McCoRrRMACK BARON
10

Vampires In Literature

Byron - “The Giaour”

But first on earth as vampire sent
Thy corse shall from its tomb be rent.
Then ghastly haunt thy native place,
And suck the blood of all thy race.

Dryden
Lo, in my walks where wicked elves have been,
The learning of the parish now is seen

From fiends and imps he sets the village free,
There haunts not any incubus but he

The maids and women need no danger fear

To walk by night and sanctity so near

Scott - “Rokeby”

For like the bat of Indian brakes,

Her pinions Fan the wound she makes,
And soothing thus the dreamer's pains,
She drinks the life-blood from the veins.

A Letter on Vampires

To Whom It May Concern:

I am sick and tired of vampires constantly harassing us humans. Just
because we are privileged enough to eat a variety of food, from Big Macs
and french fries, to spaghetti and meatballs, doesn’t mean we should be
discriminated against. I eat sushi, but does that make me hate vegetari-
ans?I?NO! Can’t we all just get along? T mean T am only going to be on
this planet for a good (if I am Carnival Cruiseline lucky) 90 years. 1 will
not stand for the unliving constantly harping on us as if we are worthless.

We, as humans, need to stand up for ourselves and get to the front of
the bus. These bloodsuckers need to wakeup(no pun intended), and see
the light (again no pun). They have been terrorizing our kind since Cro-
Magnon first walked upright. The nerve of these audacious creatures
assuming they can say such foul things. It is about time we gather togeth-
er and overpower these tyrants and create peace, a good nights sleep, and
chocolate that is fat free.

Sincerely,
Amy van S.

|
|
|
i_

The Soulard Renaissance
welcomes these new advertisers:

East-West Health Center
Please patronize all our advertisers!

Tell them you read about them in
The Soulard Renaissance.
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Vampires are
perhaps the most
malevolent crea-
tures associated
with Halloween.
We thought it

might be interest-
ing to take a closer look at one of our
darkest nemeses. Who knows who's
really living next door?

Vampire Vignettes

The belief in the vampire and
ghoul was prevalent even in Babylon
and Assyria, where it was maintained
that the dead could appear again
upon the earth and seek sustenance
from the living. The belief is, in all
probability, linked up with the almost
universal theory that transfused
blood is necessary for revivification.
Baths of human blood were anciently
prescribed as a possible remedy for
leprosy.

Greek Christianity has been cred-
ited by many as the origin of the
vampire belief. The belief was
undoubtedly developed greatly under
the influence of the Greek Church,
and utilized by the Greek priests as
an additional power which they pos-
sessed over the people. It did not

| their existence and

In Crete the
belief in vampires
(or katalkanas) and

ill-deeds forms a
general article of
popular belief
throughout the
island, but is partic-
ularly strong in the
mountains. ’
Germany - “Nachzehrer”

In some parts of the Kaiser's for-
mer dominions, food is still buried
with the corpse in order to assuage
any pangs of hunger that may arise
and even where this is not done, a
few grains of corn or rice are scat-
tered upon the grave as a remnant of
the ancient custom. In Diesdorf it is
believed that if money is not placed
in the mouth of a dead person at bur-
ial, or his name not cut from his
shirt, he will, in all probability,
become a Nachzehrer, and his ghost
issues from the grave in the form of a
pig. Another sure way to prevent
such a calamity is to break the neck
of a dead body.

| Vampzres in the Hood

B life become aclive

vampires after
death; that those
whose blood has

been sucked in life
by vampires become
themselves vam-
pires after death. In

belief also prevails
- that the only way to
prevent this tragedy from happening
is for the threatened victim to eat
some earth from the grave of the
attacking vampire, and to smear his
own body with blood from the body
of that vampire.
Bulgaria

The vampire tradition in its origi-
nal loathsomeness, however, is to be
found only in the Bulgarian
provinces, where the knowledge of
the superstition was first imported
from Dalmatia and Albania. In the
former country the vampire is known
by the name of wukodlak. St Clair
and Brophy state that “the vampire is
no longer a dead body possessed by a
demon, but a soul in revolt against

many districts the

grave, in which the hole is filled up

by the medicine man with dirt mixed |

with poisonous herbs,’

Vampirism is claimed to be hered-
itary as well as epidemic and endem
ic, and vampires are also stated to be

capable of exercising considerable |

physical force. Stories are told of men
who have had their jaws broken, as
well as their limbs, as the result of
their striiggles with vampires.

When the Bulgarian vampire has
finished his forty days’ apprenticeship

| to the world of shadows, he rises

from the tomb in bodily form, and is
able to pass himself off as a human
being living in the natural manner.
In Slavic countries the vieszcy is said
to be possessed of only one nostril,
but is credited with possessing a

sharp point at the end of his tongue, |

like the sting of a bee.

Even Plato and Democritus said
that souls lived for a certain time
close to their dead bodies, which they
sometimes preserved from corrup-
tion, and that they could cause the
hair, beard, and nails to grow in their
tombs. The early Christians also
believed that the dead could come
out of their sepulchers to make room
for more exalted personages, when

South Broadway Athletic Club

Presented By
Soulard Progresswe Self-Defense

(Class size is limited, call now to reserve your place)

become prominent in Greece until | Russia— “Vrykolaka” the inevitable principle of corporeal | these were interred close to them.
after the establishment of The Hungarians believe that those | death. He is detected by a hole in the E%’&fﬁgﬁﬂ*ﬂfﬁmm by
Christianity who have been parﬁwc »amp:reﬁ in | tombstone which is placed over his
October 1 5th 7-9pm
LEARN LEARN
SELF-DEFENSE at the SELF-DEFENSE
FREE) FREE!

%rate Basics

-

 Self-Defense
Sensei David Beardsley
SANDAN ~ o T

Clllqﬂe Kenpo/li‘llng Duk Wnn >

| 436-8143

F -

Space generously donated by the South Broadway Athletic Blub
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