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13th Annual Tour Displays Varied Lifestyles

The diversity of Soulard’s people and the

many different options of housing and living
styles available to them, one of the neigh-

borhood's most attractive features, will be

the focus of the 13th annual Soulard Resto-
ration Group fall house tour. Held on Sep-

tember 24 and 25, the tour will run from
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and

from noon to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday

Starting points of the cour will be Trini

ty Lutheran Church ac 8th and Soular
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been decorated not only with the owner's

belongings but with furniture, artwork and

accessories from several premier home fur-

nishing stores as an example of how the ut-

most in contemporary style can imaginative-

ly co-exist with historic surroundings [see

related article on page 6].

As an alley house, the building irself is

an example of one of the most characteristic

historical aspects of life in Soulard. In the

past, alley houses were just as fashionable as

those fronting on the street. As with many

alley houses, the Decorator Showcase home

is located on a split lot with a shared court-

yard, encouraging the neighborly interaction

that is so much a part of the area's life.

Among the other houses on view will be

the following:

A pre-Civil War house rehabbed eight

yeats before it was purchased by its cur-

rent owner ( who moved to Soulard because
he hated driving and wanted to be five min-

utes from work); he then completely refi-

nished the exterior

‘A new rehab decorated in Victorian fash

‘ion by its owners and their 10-year-old son
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A former storefront, now a cosy home

for two, sharing the courtyard with the

Decorator Showcase

A dramatic contemporary rehab whose

owners did most of the work themselves;

cl irpersons of many prevous SRG house

rs, they now want to show «

home

loved columnist,
Rehabber [see related article on page 10]

4 | A custom rehab done fo the exact speci-
fications of the couple who own it

owners, two ex-New Yorkers, room to

raise their dogs and have outdoor

events—just 10 minutes from downtown

A house with a large yard that allows its

There will also be apartments, businesses

and gardens on display.

A “house tour within a house tour” will

be provided by area realtors, who will hold

open houses of for-sale properties. Local fi-

nancial institutions, rental agencies, and de-

velopers will sponsor information booths on.

financing, renting and restoring a historic

property.

House,tour tickets are $6.00 at the Tri-

nity Lutheran and Pontiac Park starting

points on the day of the tour or $5.00 in ad-

vance. They may be purchased at Ticket-

master locations, including Famous-Barr,

Dillards, and Regal Sports stores; at the Eu-

gene Field House and Toy Museum, 634 S.

Broadway; or by calling the Soulard Restora-

tion Group, 771-5563.



Without question, the Soulard Res-

toration Group year revolves around the
fall house tour. No other single activity

involves the enthusiastic participation

of so many of our members and friends
sl write this, many house tour com-

mittee members are making arrange-
ments for this year’s version of what are
always the most spectacular, well at-
tended, and successful house tours in

the St. Louis metropolitan area.
House tours are important to the

SRG for many reasons. First and fore-
most, they are the primary method for

demonstrating to potential residents the
many attractions of our unique styles of

residential life in Soulard. But perhaps

just as important, house tours have al-

ways been emotionally uplifting to the

many volunteers who work countless

hours on SRG projects. With all the
hard work and camaraderie leading to

A Few Moments
“— TF you consider yourself Only3 tem=
porary resident in Sdulard, you may not

feel the need to register to vote. But as

you probably noticed from the recent

election, Soulard is a hotbed of political
action. And with good reason. All that

is important to our neighborhood—

from police protection to trash pick-

up—is directly affected by our local rep-

resentatives.

“The Soulard Restorationist has a circu

lation of 6,000 and is published every

two months by the Soulard Restoration

Group. It is mailed to SRG members,

advertisers and subscribers, and i dis-

tributed in Soulard and St. Louis-area

businesses,

Call 771-5563 to place ads and sub-

scriptions. Letters co the Editor and arti-

cles are appreciated. Copy deadline is

‘one month prior to the date of iste; ad-

vertising deadline, 15 days prior. Ad-
dress corn to The Soulard Res-

torationist, P.O. Box 13312, Soulard
Station, Se. Louis, MO 63157.

Editor & Designer: Barbara Alice
MacRebie

Editorial Assistants: Edward R. Fliss,

The Soulard Restorationist

NOTES FROM THE
BRICK HOUSE

thousands of new people visiting and

praising our neighborhood, house tours

always leave us with renewed enthu

siasm and pride for our neighborhood

For those of you who have attended

past tours, I can promise you our best

ever with many “first time displayed”

homes on tour. For those of you who
have not attended in the past, I can
promise you a very entertaining and in-

teresting tour of St. Louis's oldest sur-
viving residential neighborhood.

stly, some house tour “thank
you's.” First, to Anheuser Busch for its

most generous contribution to our 1988

house tour program. And second, I want

to thank everyone who has worked s0

hard on organizing our fall tour.

Rod Wright, President

Soulard Restoration Group

nate

it

the Barr Branch at Jefferson and Lafay:
cette across from Aids. The hours are
9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m, Tuesdays,

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays; 9:00
‘a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Mondays and Wed-

nesdays. You will need to take an 1D.

with your Soulard address.

Dave Lester

Besand, Nancy Ray +
Russell Farber, ay Gibbs, Jan Grace,

Fee Grace, Richard Harve,

sain Gary Perkins, Vicki

Fenech, Phil Willman, Red Weight
Contributing Photographers: Nancy

@ Ray Farber, Skip Gatermann, Jay
Gibbs, Richard Hansen, Dave

John Soderberg, Phil Willman

hustrator: Dave Lester

Distribution: Richard Eaton, Kathy
Hurst, SRG House Committee, SRG
Board
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CALENDAR

‘SEPTEMBER IS BE KIND TO WRITERS AND EDITORS MONTH

September 24 Honry Townsend

79th Birthday Blues

Festival, Allon

Avenue Restaurant,

8th & Allen,

2p.m.—Closing

Church, 8th &

Soulard, 7:

SRG General Mom

borship Meeting.

Trinity Lutheran

Church, 8th &

Soulard, 7:30 p.m.

SAG Holiday Parlour

November 2

December 3&4

September 24& 25 Soulard Restoration Tour

Group Fall House December 7 SRG Mem-
Tour & Decorator bership Mesting,

Trinity Lutheran

October 5 Church, 8th &
rship Meeting, Soulard, 7:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran

For Information about any of these events, call 771-5563

G >

The traditional Independence Day

Soulard vs. Lafayette Square softball

game ended in a 15-10 defeat for the

Soulardians, but that didn't impair the
fun at the annual sports extravaganza

‘and SRG membership picnic, held on

July 4 at Lafayette Park. The full conse-

quences will not be felt until next year,

when as losers the Soulard team will be
obligated to supply the beer for the day.

Te Waliant team and enthusiastic groupies. Coach Ed Bushmeyer is center

Despite Defeat, Softball Spirits High
This was the first year that Soulard’s

team has been more than a one-shot

pick-up group. Coached by Ed Bushmey-

cr, the team played throughout the sum-
mer in Tower Grove Park in a city

mixed league. Results were four wins,

eight losses—"kind of like the St. Louis

Cardinals," says fan John Soderberg.
Never mind—they'll be back next year!

Blues Festival Honors Living Legend
Blues master Henry Townsend's

79th birthday will be celebrated in a fes-

tival of art and music in the courtyard

of Allen Avenue Restaurant, 9th Street
and Allen Avenue, on Saturday, Sep-
tember 24.

Beginning to play st 2:00 p.m. and

continuing until the restaurant's clos-

ing, fellow musicians joining Mr. Town-

send will include James Deshay and

Friends, special guests James Crurch-

field, Silvercloud, Tom Hall and Guitar

Frank. There will be an are display and

sale of works by David Classe, Jim

Harned, Dan Hayes and Jeff Lockheed.

Henry Townsend has called St.

Louis home for 70 years, having moved

to the city at the age of 9. He was first
recorded in 1929 and has been an active
recording artist since.

Enjoy a piece of St. Louis Blues his-

tory by attending this gala celebration.

Tickets, which are $10 apiece, may be

obtained from Allen Avenue Restau-

rant (241-2971), West End Wax (389

N. Euclid, 367-0111), Euclid Records (6

N. Euclid, 361-7353), and Vintage Vi-

nyl (6362 Delmar, 721-4096). All pro-
ceeds from ticker and art sales will be

donated to Henry Townsend.
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2043 PARK AVENUE

4410 Westminster Pl $327,500
‘Stunning turn-of century with two story bay wi
dow. stone facade, meredible oak staircase oak

seperate side entry

1731 South 11th $175,000
‘Completely rehabbed upscale multifamily with

four residential apartments and commercial space

3146 Mlinois $155,000
Historic home ta sa Park on quiet cul
sac Totally restore wonderful woods

and mantles 4+»

garage

oms. 24 baths, new atcher

1811 Rutger $147,000

Beautifully restor fayette Squate

townhome wit Jot Three bed.

rooms. two Tbaths, family toom and

large karchen

‘The Rowhouse $136,500

‘One of four exciting new homes focused on the

fenced, landscaped courtyard of Lafayette Court.

the ROWHOUSE contains 1.850 eq ft of dramatic

bw € on two levels. with 3 bedroom

1131 Mackay Place—COMING SOON $93,500

Hickory Court Townhomes — 2+ bedrooms. 2%

baths, deck, 2ear garage: 1400 0q ft with $12.750

cash grant

1312 South ‘$92,500

‘Thive bed ve replica town:

house on chart fn LaSalle Park

2323 Whittemore $86,500

Victonan partial rehab with outstanding facade

fon well-developed intact cul de sac Updated

systems, S+ bedrooms

1215 Mackay PL. ‘$85,000
‘Two bedtoom townhouse in

meticulous.

6624 E Oakland $83,900

‘Two bedroom, two and a half bath luxury town:

hhouse condominium with garage parking

2003 Arsenal $79,900

Thies bedtoom, two bath total git rehab over-

Jookang Benton Park with off steet parking. fixe

place. pato and fenced yard :

3012 Chippewa $79,000
“Two ist loot commercial ofces with lag three

bedioom lining quarters above — well-maintained

ten ecient concen

4462 A McPherson, $75,500

Tani 2 “em: ony aad
eels rine Chota
‘West End

3456-58 Shenandoah $75,000

‘Spacious mult: bedroom Tower Grove East. two-

family, updated and well-maintained, cut glass

‘windows, mantles, pocket doors

3515 Longfellow

mpton Heights ¥

1552 Mississippi

uae Park

The Parkhouse

Aw

$154,950

‘angle family home

with 3 bedrooms. 24 baths with an opuonal third

the d-story PARK HOUSE marks the entran:

both Lafayette Court and the Lafayetze Square

area $1750 cash grant and property tax abate

ment available to property purchaser

‘The Carriage House $134,500

One of three disunctwve single family homes at

Lafayette Court. the twosstary CARRIAGE HOUSE

features two bedrooms, 2 baths and a spacious

‘main-level area opening on both a private deck

and patio $12750 cash grant and tax abatement

available to property purchaser

1715 Hickory $129,900

"Contemporary tehabbed two family n Soulard —
two bedroom. three story units with dynamite
tneriot and attactve decks

4376 Maryland A‘6 $97,000
Lbtury two bedigom two bath townhouse condo

‘wath basemesit patiang pool and view of cathedsal

trom deck

2351 Hickory $89,900
‘Three bedroom. custom rehab

wath $12 750. closing costs

and interest

1834 Lafayette $85,000

Victorian pattal rehab with fantastic facade and

(great intennot — needs tinsshing touches.

1207 Mississippi $85,000
‘Two bedroom. one and 2 hail bath townhouse

with replace, secunty system attic fan and

assumable FHA loan

2122 Ann $79,900

‘Very large home in great condition 4 bedrooms, 2

baths. central ait. newer systems. Great 2 story

‘deck. garage

1200 Mackay ‘$79,900
‘Three bedroom, town:

house in 500 cash grant

for purchaser

2636 Park $74,500
Luxury condominium with treplace, large deck.

‘Garage parking and hot tb in jungle room

3448-60 Texas ‘$65,500
New townhouses with $1000 cash gtant and

“MEDC financing available

2220'S. 12th St. ‘$56,700
Four bedroom, one and a half bath Soulard
townhouse

‘woe sell the city”
ce

The Turret House

grant and property tax abatement

property owners

1228S. 18th

Professional rehab of 2 bedtoom

home with rehabbed alley house 1

setung, beautifully landscaped

1614S. 18th St.

Fantasuc four

Distnct all new:

1300-02 S. 18th

Contemporary Lafayette

2201 Hickory—COMING SOON $129,000

and extiemely attractive contemporary intenot

1916 Mississippi _ $95,000

‘Three bedroom Victonan rehab 1/2 block from

Latayette Park (a manageable s:ze mansion!)

908 Morrison $87,500

Thiee bedioom founder home with great two

car garage, spacious deck and nicely landscaped

yard

1901 Virginia $85,000

‘Attractive two bedroom townhouse with finished

‘basement — natural woodwork throughout and

‘woodburning fteplace Cul-de-sac street in Comp:

ton Hill

1512 Mississippi $85,000

Two bedtoom fk landscaped

‘with view of Lata

1226 Missouri $79,500
‘Three bedroom two bath completely tehabbed

fowhouse with contemporary open mteriot

1202 Mackay $79,900

‘Three bedroom, b ehabbed town

house in 500 cash grant

{or purchase:

2338 Albion ‘$79,000

Lafayette Square tout family on quiet residential

street with $1200 monthly rental income

1300 Shenandoah $69,900
‘Two bedrooms two tary “Charleston” home with

‘wo story gallery porch

2659 St. Vincent $69,500
‘Two bedroom, ‘condo, with

totally Gnhed yard. deck. gar
‘age. security ‘and no monthly condo

fee



Be a Part of St. Louis History

2337 So. 13th Street

Historic Soulard

This spectacular 12-room

Victorian mansion offers a

unique opportunity for the

festorationist who

appreciates original

architectural details and

enjoys being a part of St

Louis’ proud historical past

Situated on five city lots, this home commands a panoramic view of

the downtown skyline as well as the roof tops of the Soulard Historic

District, the oldest surviving residential area in the City of St. Louis.

‘The interior of the mansion contains original millwork and flooring,

fireplaces, two graceful staircases, and north and south galleries

Extensive landscaping creates a park-like setting and offers complete

privacy in the middle of the city.

This bome ts offered by

Coldwell Banker

Residential Real Estate Services

For further information contact:

Nancy Ray Farber

— ——

Ireland’s Most Exclusive Crystal
direct to you from our factory-direct store!

their marriage. It is.

fl ch Paces wal ube eet tees Be
bell, and not the same partner every time.

TRISH CRYSTAL,
{In Historic Lafayene Square

gD Pak aye Laat Mo. 63106, 144017572

‘Mon. dhru Sat 10-a.m-6 p.m

( SECRETARY'S SCROLL }

nominating committee finally

gets some poor soul to say, "OK, if no-

body else will do it, I will.” I can't re

member a year when anybody ran

against the nominating commitree's

choice

But, think of the benefits. How else

utes of the last meeting and

Ssonbory lal icep: Lise dale

members know that we may be chang-

ing the course of the organization's his-

tory by the way we record meeting

events.

Consider, for example, the hypo-

thetical issue of the developer Mark

Twain who requests our support of his

proposed construction of vinyl-sided

homes in our neighborhood. The secre-

tary who wishes to make it look as

though the organization was solidly be-
hind the proposal could write:

“Bill Smith moved that we write a

letter of support for Mr. Twain's propo-

sal. Cindy Hackett seconded the mo-

tion. A raucous free-for-all followed, i

members

remarks 3t ‘arguments of its
Supporters. The president succeeded in

hall

and a real

|. However, the r

have been purposely

enhance the humorous

So go ahead and let the minutes

read, “The secretary's report was accepr

ed as read,” while you snoozed. We'll

get on with the real business of direct-

ing the organizanon.

Now for the more mundane task of

reporting the results of the August 3.

1988, general membership mecting of

the Soulard Restoration Group. Of

course, I will be completely objective,

since anyone who reads this column

surely is not snoocing. Two major issues

were discussed

Ron Kimple presented a proposal 0

‘open a package liquor store and delica-

essen at the comer of 9th and Soulard

He stated that he would specialize in

imported beer and wine. Jeff Tompkins

moved and Jim Taylor seconded a mo-

tion to write a letter of support for the

business. The motion passed by a vote

of 20106.

quieting the noisy opponents on his

thd tempt to doo a ealled che
question. The motion passed easily by a

vote of 20 to 16. The ill-bhaved oppo-

nents stormed out of the meeting threa-
tening to banish the supporters to the

suburbs” issue would be raised for a final defini-
_ ee tive vote at the Scprember meeting.

the propos: Several board of directors’ actions
ora Soli aie set arates aecemectiee
letter of support for Mr. Twain's propo- ‘A contribution of $50 toward 3 po-
sal. Cindy mo- _lice statue to honor those who had died
tony Several excllene arguments were in dhe line of doy was approved

‘opposing the proposal, citing A contribution of $25 toward the
a lack of historic precedent and contin- _ police picnic was approved.
uity of the streetscape on the proposed A letter will be sent to the Heritage
building site. The president, showing and Urban Design Commission express-
his bias, tried to cut off the speakers ing concem over the demolition of sev-

three times, but the eloquent orators in- a
sisted on stating their convictions.Their position sated, the opposition 1ST i sical lows at which

‘agreed to call the question. It passed 1 was not obligated to take notes. How-
anawow margin of 2010 16.Five of che ever, am happy to a off the recor,

‘yes votes were friends of the president that a good time was had by all.

who hadn't attended a meeting all year.

Alll members, tired from the discussion, Fred M. Andres, Secretary
and looking forward to the social fol- Soulard Restoration Group

Live in Soulard? € Love Soulard?

Why not check out

The Soulard Restoration Group

meeting: Wednesday, October 5, 7:30 p.m.
Ty Lathan huey re Sold Sees



Up to $12,750 Mortgage

Assistance Available*
Come enjoy the best of city living in the LaSalle Park neighborhood

Contemporary...new...and affordable condominium homes. Three models

to choose from...each with attached ec, fireplace, deck, security entry and

an extensive standard features package. FHA, VA approved.

LaSalle Place is located at 11th and Carroll. Displays now open.

For sales information call Re/Max Central — 533-7100.

*Up to $12,750 mortgage financing assistance available to qualified buyers from the St. Louis Community PRICED
Development Agency. Morgage financing ansntance reduces mortgage interest rates to below market rates, FROM THE
Pays points and closing costs. LaSalle Place also qualifies for tax abatement i

MID $70's

Tim Meyer

664-4496

e 817 RUTGER (LaSalle Park)
Perfect for first-time buyer. 2 bedroom, 1 bath town-

home. Central air and private parking. Priced in the

low $60's. Tim Meyer
member missouri

4155 LACLEDE (Central West End) milion dollar club

1323 SHENANDOAH (Soulard) Get creative with this 1900 sq. ft. townhouse. Needs
3 Floors of living space on a quiet street. Wood- rehab. Neighboring homes selling at $100,000 plus.

burning stove and all the modern conveniences. Call _ Priced in the $50's.
i he low $90's.to see. Priced int! $ Sra wi a ooo

2320 SOUTH 9th STREET (Soulard) Attractive 3-family with newer systems. New town-

Classic Soulard townhome. 2 bedroom, 1-1/2 baths, homes priced from $170,000 are being built only 1
and fully equipped kitchen. Possible 3rd bedroom and __block away. Great for owner occupant. Priced in the

bath on 3rd floor. Priced in the $70’s. low $100's.

REMI, wens = 33-7100
central inc.
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Decorator

Showcase

AND OUT

ACCESSORIES

FABRIC

FURNITURE

WALLPAPER

GIFTSDecorator
Showcase

Interior Design by Barbara Wienke Allen

2310 S. GRAND

at Shenandoah

771-5588

MONDAY-FRIDAY 10-6 SATURDAY 10-£

Free Parking at Rear of Store!
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Take one gut rchab with soaring

ceilings, wide open spaces and white

washed walls; fill it with matic furni-
ture from premier local designers; deco-

rate it with accessories that make the

house a home; and you've got the cen

terpiece of this year's fall house and gar

den tour

The Decorator Showcase home will

feature furniture from three local firms,
ranginj id pony skin

living room furniture to Japanese

inspired furons and throw pillows in the

bed/sitting room. Accessories from the
three firms will run the gamut from

original artworks to Art Deco cookware

to alligator-shaped floating bath

candles

“People tend to think of Soulard as

primarily Victorian homes with antique

furnishings,” said Cyndi Tompkins,

house tour co-chairperson. “The Deco-

rator Showcase home shows that con-

temporary styles and tastes also fit in

here.”

‘The concept of a Decorator Show-

case home was the product of necessity.

The owner of the home, Hilda Besand,

‘was eager to put the home on display
“gs long as my furniture wasn’t on tour.”

lege style," Hilda said the house would

f “someone's else's furniture

Indeed it does.

The living room and dining room

of the home in the 2200 block of South

9th Street are furnished for the tour by

Mossa Center, a highly contemporary

home furnishings store on Washington
Avenue in downtown. Mossa Center

specializes in Euro-style furniture, much

of it in leather and high style fabrics.
The living and dining areas are free

of that hard-edged, high-tech look, as

Mossa Center strives for a “softened

contemporary look,” according to Anna

McGarrell, import manager.

The store specializes in lighting fix-

tures. Many of the lamps and fixtures

are updated versions of classical styles:
some are completely avant garde.

Mossa Center avoids the cookie

cutter, department store look, and visi-

tors on the House Tour will surely see

some design surprises in their rooms.

Art Deco cooking
The kitchen of the Decorator Show-

case home is set off by a large black stove

of the type sometimes found in restau-

rants, Furnishings in the Art Deco-

inspired kitchen will be presented by

Function Junction, a lifestyle home fur-
nishing store with locations in the Galle-

ria, Union Station and St. Louis Centre.

“We emphasize the ‘function’ part

of our name,” said Manager Michelle

Penn, “We specialize in products that

perform multiple functions at the best

Showcase

Home

value, rather than trendy things that

ave No purpose

Function

wide array of furniture, dinnerware

, lighting, ry

nction stores off

accessories.

action tends roward

white-and-wood

style, Penn said

in the Decorator Showcase home,

ction Junction’s decorative and util-

itarian casseroles on top of cabinets will

upward. Dinnerware and

accessories will pull together the teal

and off-white kitchen with the b

gray palette of the living and dining

rooms

Function Junction also will deco-

rate the second floor deck of the Deco-

rator Showcase home.

Stepping into the master bedroom

of the Decorator Showcase will seem

like a trip to Japan. Good Works, a fur

niture store specializing in Japanese

style beds called furons, will convert the

master bedroom into a guest suite suita

ble for sleeping, reading and entertain-

The key to decorating this multi-

purpose room will be the futon bed]

couch, according to Chris Dougher, co-
~ owner of the store on Shenandoah Ave-

nue near Tower Grove Park. Futons

placed on wooden frames and can serve

for both sleeping or sitting

The room will be furnished with

room divider screens, beautiful paper

light sculptures, wooden storage cables,

and throw pillows.

Good Works designed and patented

the furon bed frames that are specially

built for the store by a maker of church

furniture in rural Missouri. Natural re-

sources, including oak and black walnut

woods found in Missouri, are used to

make the simple, graceful bed frame.

Fun use of space
‘The quirky space on the Decorator

Showcase home's third floor will

present a design challenge to Inside and

Out, a full service design firm located

‘on South Grand Avenue near Tower

Grove Park. Third floor ceilings drop

off sharply under the eaves, leaving

walls just two feet high along one wall

This room will be decorated as a

bedroom with a conversation area under

the eaves, Furnishings in this room and

the bathrooms will reflect designer Bar-

bara Allen's sense of fun. She sells float-

ing bathtub candles shaped like ani

mals, along with serious, classical
furnishings, such as Grecian busts and

crystal bowls and vases.

Inside and Our will blend furniture,

window treatments, and accessories in

with some of the homeowner's furni-

ture. “I believe in working with things

people already own, rather than throw-

ing everything out and starting from

scratch,” Allen said.



Area designers unite

to create contemporary chic

Soulard's own custom

ore on Russell Ave-

artwork for the Deco-

The Framery

picture framing

nue, will provi

rator Showcase

The artwork will be in keeping

with the contemporary style of the
home, although owner Bonnie Bellat’s

heart is given toan earlier era. “I collect
cture frames and the hard:

glass that goes with the:

ry also specializes in

print: of the Soulard area and artwork

with a Se. Louis theme. The store has a

wide selection of frames, from ultra-

modern lacquer and stecl to antique

COME HOME

TO SOULARD

1986 Fall House Tour

by Jay Gibbs

flyers comes from? This sort of work is

created by graphic artists, and Soulard is

Lisa Romas, self-portrait

A freclance graphic designer and il-

lustrator, Lisa moved here from Chicago

‘a year ago. “Soulard reminds me of Chi-
cago in its liberal atmosphere and the

wide mix of people,” she explains. “Sou-

lard has so much character and history,
and it’s much more inspiring to be in a

place where there's good design and
where the residents have a concern for

the arts and culture.”

Lisa originally created the cat-in-

the-window design around the “Coming
Home to Soulard” theme for a neigh-
borhood pamphlet, and then incorpo-

rated this image into the Soulard fall

wooden frames

“The interior of the Dec

Showcase home will show off so

St. Louis’ premier design talent:

Tompkins said

Bur that’s not all. The house

e the neilocation also ill

feel that chara

shares 3 cour

hb

shaw, whose home also will be on

the tour. The three women frequently

gather in the courtyard to visit.

loved the house the minute I saw

it,” Hilda said. “Buc my wonderful

neighbors have made it a home.”*

Artist

Flourishes On

Soulard Soil

house tour poster and literature. She

also donated the accompanying graphic
work to help promote the Soulard area

as a historic yet modem place to work

play and live. Soular
Group and the house cour committee

gratefully acknowledge and thank Lisa's

Lisa feels at home in the city, andl

design studios and several freelance art-

ists in Soulard,” she points out. “It’s 2

popular place for artists.” Her business is

booming; she lists among her accounts a

clothing company in Soulard, a develop-
er in Soulard, a couple of advertising

agencies, a home inspection company,
and a local library, as well as many others.

‘The philosophy of Romas Studio is

simple. Lisa provides small businesses

and entrepreneurships with illustration
and graphic design, marketing tips, and

advertising recommendations, She has

connections with writers, photographers

and printers in order to get the job done
efÏciently. “Advertising agencies pro-

vide many services, such as TV, radio

and billboards, chat small, fledgling

businesses usually don’t need. Yer the

full-service agencies charge for the staff

to do all these things. Why pay for any-

thing you don’t need?” she says.
Judging from the success of Lisa's

first year, many small businesses agree
with her philosophy and like the quality

of her work. And as the small businesses

grow, so does the range of her “Art 4
Advertising” services. Lisa plans some-

day to purchase a house to rchab here;
we in the Soulard community hope

she’s with us a long time.

Support our advertisers

i
¢ Convert from Sofa to Bed

« Includes Futon Mattress, Hardwood Frame. Custom Cover

COME TO GOOD WORKS
for futon matt br

¢ Custom Picture

Framing

e Needlework

2 © Shadow Boxes

E . ..also Posters,
Prints & Post Cards

Mon.-Fri. 0:00-5:00
Sat. 10;00-4,00

k B ‘(Appointments available upon request.)

1206 Russell Bivd.
774-1238

In Historic Soulard

|
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Happy thease Tour

from Ll off as at

Mon.-Sat. 9 A.M.-6:00 P.M.

Evenings by Appt

2020 S. 12th 231-4811

1027 Geyer

231-0444

to sal
The rear view of 2422-24 18th Street, seen = Victor Street, shows the massive reconstruction efforts often need-

baci sell as an example of why i's worchuhiles their idiosyncratic personalities,
of these buildings’ rear

ratic 5

Battling to Save a Significant Corner

The old buildings

we have left

are all

we will ever have.

And with

knowledge,

grit and love,

evena

“hopeless” shell

can be revealed

as an irreplaceable

treasure.
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by Nancy Ray Farber

“But there's nothing left to those

buildings except the four walls.” This is

an often-repeated observation of those
viewing a proposed renovation project,

but in the case of BSB Development

Corporation's latest challenge at the

comer of 18th and Victor Streets, even
this description was optimistic. There

was a time, according to BSB President
Ann McDonnell, that she and her crew
seriously questioned the viability of

even the four walls.

The buildings at 2420-24 South

18th Street were built in the 1880s as

three attached single-family rowhouses
on what was then Second Carondelet

‘Avende, a major thoroughfare which, at

an earlier time, had marked the western.

border of the City of St. Louis. As de-

picted in the 1875 Topographical Sur-

vey of the City by Camille N. Dry, the

homes on the western side of the ave-

nue were gracious mansions elevated
high above the street with large yards,

landscaped with formal gardens.

‘The development of the east side of

the block began about three years after

Dry completed his aerial survey. 2410-16

South 18th Street were four attached

townhomes built as investment property

and a single-family units by a St
Louis physician. Though much smaller
in size, ar 24 followed ' floor plan

similar to the neighboring homes as well

as the same pitched dormer roof on the

front elevation and rear flounder roof

with side gangway and entrance. The en-

tire streetscape must have been quite

seriking

A checkered past
In the 1920s, 2422-24 underwent

drastic changes. Seeking to take advan-

tage of the building’s location on a then
busy avenue, the owner converted much

of the first story to commercial space. In-

terior walls were removed, the floor was

dropped two feet to ground level, and the

front wall was removed below the second

story windows. Projecting forth f

original structure t

gle-story, flat roof storefr

built of a brick of differen pa

tem. “The Victor Marker” first occupied

this space and prominently advertised its

presence by painting its name in bold let-

ters on the south wall of the building
‘Though the many later occupants have

been blurred with time, long-term resi-

dents of Soulard remember when 2422-
24 was a hobby shop with kites and toy

airplanes displayed in the front windows.
Its most recent usage before abandon-

ment was as a storefront Pentacosral

church. The writer recalls going into the
building a decade ago, and the church

pews 2s well as the piano with music

books were still in place.



From the inside—the classic look of the Soulard gutted shell.

Ownership of the structures

changed hands several times before BSB

Development purchased them in the

id-1980s. Since Ann McDonnell

tackles only one rehab project at a time,

the actual renovation did not begin un-

til spring of 1988. According to Ann,

the condition of the buildings had dete-
riorated to such an extent that if the re-

hab was not started immediately, the fu-

uildings was highly

‘egest challen,

caeepan concly sabllgieg he TS

ings. “We always assume the worst in

any project," Ann commented. Eight-

centh Street proved the worst

Endless challenges
Due to several fires, most of the

beams, flooring and floor joists had to

be removed. Weeks were spent tearing

out the charred interior remains. Even

before actual new construction could

begin, basements had to be dug out and

new footings poured. Ann remembers

when the basements were being dug in

the ewo south units and the dirt had co.

be removed from beneath the original

limestone foundations. “It began to rain

right after the excavation and we were

on pins and needles hoping that the

rain wouldn't come pouring in the base-

ment and literally wash away the foun

dation and the houses with it!”

Unique to this project, however,

was the removal of the storefront. BSB’s

plans called for tearing down the store-

front and restoring the original fagade

of the building. In an ironic twist, Ann.

ran into difÏculty getting her plans ap-

proved. “The folks in Jefferson City ac-

tually wanted us to maintain that 1920s

storefront, claiming it was old enough

to be historically significant,” Ann said
laughingly. After much debate, docu-

mentation from old photographs and

strong support from the Urban and Her-

itage Design Commission, permission

was finally granted to recreate the 1880s
farade.

Dealing with rebuilding the origi

nal fronts as well as restoring the floor

level was another ordeal. A stee! I-beam

had to be placed length-wise in order to

support the new floor. The crew spent

an agonizing two days inching the beam

into place. Just as the beam was about

to be in correct position, the weight

shifted and the beam fell. Fearing for

the safety of the crew, Ann had a crane

moved onto the site t uvre the

Wh

position,

ats

cated and extensive masonry rehab, b

dovetailing new brick with the original

facade to erase any evidence of the

storefront seemed a virtual impossibili-

ty. Tuckpointing and was!

bricks has not been successful, and Ann

is researching newer techniques to solve

the problem.

Structural problems were not the

‘only nemesis for this project. The sum-

mer of '88 has proved to be one of the

hottest summers in decades, and the
crew's productive worktime was drasti-

cally limited. “You couldn't expect any.
‘one to work when it’s 105 degrees,”

Ann said, “so much of the exterior work

was put on hold until the weather

changed.”
It is now the fall of '88, and the

weather will hopefully cooperate with

the continued renovation on 18th and

Victor Streets. As an observer of rehab

efforts over that past 10 years, this writ-

er believes this project deserves special

merit. The tedious work to obliterate

the manifestations of an era when it was
acceptable to destroy the architectural

integrity of a proud heritage, and the

synthesis of craftspersons separated by a

century are to be commended and en-

Although there is increased atten-

tion paid to new construction, renova-

tion efforts must continue. Rehab is not

a factory product; it presents unique

challenges, and the constant change re-
quires patience, determination, a little

craziness and lots of dedication.¢

An 18th Street Timeline

fEALEEEGE | 44

Eighteenth Srret north of Victor as seen from 1-55. The font facade of
2422-24 once matched its neighbors to the left. In the 1920s, however, it

twas converted to a storefront by the Victor Market, whose sign was stil visi-

ble on the south wall when this photo was taken in the early 1980s

The restored 1880s facade. The replacement brick does not blend with
the original—a problem stil to be solved.
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COME HOME

TO SOULARD

1988 Fall House Tour

by Jay Gibbs

Once upon a time ... no, that’s not
it. Many moons ago ... that’s not quite
right A long time ago, in a galary far, far
way .., HOLD IT!!!

Five years ago, I began rehabbing

this old house in Soulard, and for nearly
that long I've been writing this column
in The Restorationist. Wow, for a 27-
year-old, that’s good chunk of one’s life!
‘Well, the light at the end of the tunnel
is growing bright, the journey is about
over, the ship is finally entering port,
the two-minute warning has sounded,
the fat lady has packed her tools and is
preparing to sing. You get the idea—

THE HOUSE WILL SOON BE FIN-
ISHED!

That's right, FINISHED. By Fall
house tour time, the house will stand
whole, stand tall, stand proud, and
stand on its own without any temporary
studs, joists, lights, kitchens, bathrooms,
or front doors. All those necessities will
be finally, utterly, irrevocably perma-
nent. Do you think I exaggerate? You
try living in one room with scarcely any
amenities for a few years, all the while
looking at other peopple’s finished, fur-
nished homes, and then1‘ nc sec itfeels
surface into the real world of the liv-

ing again. If you've been a rehabber, you
know I'm not waxing overdramatic.

Oh, there will always be loose ends:
windows that need to be caulked, yard
work that needs to be done, flat roofs
that need to be hot-mopped, and always
housecleaning and house preening—but
the war is won. (I will dispense with any
further cliches for the remainder of this
article.)

Vm painting walls, ceilings and trim

now. By the time you read these words,
there will be carpet on the floors, furni-
ture against the walls, drapes on the

windows, and light fixtures on the ceil-
ings. My houseplants will have a real
home this winter, and when Minnie the
Ex-Rehab Kitty celebrates her 12th
birthday, she'll do it in warmth and
style.

Loose Ends, Finished Spaces, Night Places

It’s almost unnerving, all this new-

found free time beckoning. Like an ado-
lescent, I'll learn to go on dates (or
whatever people are calling them now)

again. I'll read good books again; go ski-

ing, swimming, bicycle-riding again; go

to movies, theatre, baseball and hockey
games; and just waste time lying in the

who braved my unfinished wreck during

the 1984, 1985 and 1986 tours will

come again, marvel at the difference a

couple of years makes, and tell me how

wonderful | am again. The silly signs in

my house will make one last appear-

ance, for old times’ sake and for your
amusement, and I will have to cover my

More Adventures of an

Amateur Rehabber

sun or in front of the tube. It’s a whole
different concept, a brand new lifestyle
«+. (OK, I promised about the cliches').

My house will be on this year’s Fall

house tour September 24 and 25, on a
tour for the fourth time, and this year it
will join the ranks of the “completed”
houses (old houses are never really com-
pleted, that’s where the “loose ends”
come’in). I hope many of the tourgoers

=
)
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Above: Owner Gary Hibdon serves
up drinks, wit and wisdom at Allen
Avenue Restaurant.

Left: “Guitar” Frank Prehal and
James Crutchfield play the blues.

new carpet rather than the holes in
floors and stairs—what a shame! Please
buy tickers for the tour, and come see
all the houses and businesses, the deco-
rator showcase at Hilda’s, and my “Ti-
tanic” as she’s presented to the public
for the last time.

Sometime after the tour, my house
will become private, as my parents, who
were highly dubious about my house

and Soulard when 1 bought the place in

September 1983, will take up residence

Que sera, sera. One can never antici

pate life's changes.

I will probably reside elsewhere—in

Soulard, of course!—and perhaps then
will contemplate renovating another of

Soulard’ (still too many) shells. But I'll

wager I will not live in the thing during

construction next time

Fellow rehabbers and all you fans,

before I say goodbye till next time, let

me introduce you to a place and some

friends that have made life as an Ama-

teur Rehabber a lot more pleasant

Aid to rehabber sanity

Which nightspot in Soulard best

defines the character of the neighbor-

hood? This Amateur Rehabber’s favor-

ite place is Allen Avenue Restaurant at

9th and Allen Streets. Owner Gary

Hibdon recently celebrated the fourth

anniversary of his establishment. The
place just keeps getting better.

The building is gorgeous, with lots

of polished wood, antique li

cal artwork, plus a new brick courtyard

in back. The atmosphere is friendly and
casual, and to borrow a phrase, it’s
“where everyone know your name.” A
menu of sandwiches, soups and salads
features 2 great charbroiled burger,

chicken wings, and Haagen Dass ice
cream for dessert.

Bur the best part of Allen Avenue
is the music—the blues. in this neigh-
borhood of antique brick houses and
eclectic people, the. blues just naturally
fit in. The music, provided by local art-
ists, is great listening, and is not so vo-
luminous as to force conversations into

ting.

This is not a “paid political an-
nouncement,” but my honest, unsolicit-
ed nomination for the best nightspot in
the Soulard neighborhood. If you've
never been to Allen Avenue Restau-
rant, check it out, and see how the Am-
ateur Rehabber has retained his sanity
and recharged his rehabber batteries
during the last few years of old house si-
multaneous renovation/living. See you
there?®

ST. JOHN

[co
m

 
e

e
s
 a

SQUARE
St John Square is a new residential community

neighborhood, The loft condominiums,

listed on the National Register for Historic Places. The newly

of loft condominiums and attached townhouses in the Preservation Area of the LaSalle Park
built in the historic nineteenth cent

facade architecture established by Mark Conner. Builder originally in LaSalle Park.

tury St. John Nepomuk school buildings (circa 1869 and 1884), are
Crafted townhomes continue the seven-year tradition of award-winning replica

From $67,500 MARK CONNER BUILDER 436-1135
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WHITE SALE
FUNCTION JUNCTION STYLE

16 10 42% OFF
WHITE FORMULA FURNITURE
¢ SHELFSYSTEMS + DRAWER UNITS

° CABINETS ° DESKS

° TYPEWRITER RETURNS

é At the oldest bank west
of the Mississippi, we

€ understand what pre-
* serving the proud heri- -

tage of old St. Louis is

all about. Contact The

Boatmen’s National

Bank of St. Louis when

your restoration plans

are ready. We lend mon-

ey to credit worthy per-

Showcase

a *

. =. . m=

function (F junction THE BOATMEN’S EQUAL HOUSING
4 j NATIONAL BANK

Union Station — St. Louis Centre - Galleria OF ST.LOUIS
Member FDIC

100 N. Broadway, St. Louis, Mo. 63102 .

FOREST PARK INVESTMENT CORPORATION 726-2227

De Qviun | slag uh —
for Rent p pee Park || ¢ Ti Mh HistoricLocated in Clayton area Nonuead Apartments ? iyll SOUTH

within walking distance ‘Compton Hill ST. LOUIS
of Wash. U.. Studios
i Ria 2608 LOUISIANA

with eat-in kitchen from ‘Two bedroom apertment with 1 & 2 Bedroom Townhouse =
$325. Large one <lning room avaaie for nnedtele ‘and Garden apts.

i oncupency, Herowose! in Soulard.bedoome Wh ain mainte btm een, in the Heart of Soulard! From Soulard to Benton
$450". Alla eo ‘wonderful blend of charm and | Features include: Park....we offer One and Two1p. al partment Reniagedet ake ponte ‘Spacious, modem floor Bedroom apartments with

include int sry entry nN WW carpet plans. Close to Downtown new interiors and modem
ee aE COMIN, Alarms pate and all major highways. ‘conveniences.

lardwood. floors, sLaundry facilities
Sie ee eS ‘Starting for gaIe 00fmonth eit ; Prices start at $275°° Prices start at $335°°

Baths, Mini Blin seas
Balconies and on 29xx SYDNEY Close to Anheuser-Busch, For Information Call For Information Call
Seis euiny spel ok | I eo 726-2227 726-2227

iti carpeted, stove ond religerato. Dove ‘
ee Storing ot $200 0/mon Starting from $295 to $445

Call For appointment. Call for more information
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Sacred and profane: St. Agatha’s Catholic Church and the Anheuser-Busch brewery.

- More Than Steeples |

Soulard’s many churches are not only beautiful but are

crucial to the community’s spiritual life and social consciousness.

* by Phil Willman

At quarter past nine each Sunday

moming, the bells of Saints Peter and

Paul Catholic Church begin to ring.

They start quietly and slowly, aS
build into a crescendo, echoit

off the brick walls of Soulard. Shea
minutes pass; the ringing tapers off, be-

‘comes more distant, then disappears.

Churchgoers respond, arriving on
foot or by car. The church slowly fills
with casually dressed parishioners, many

with clinging babies in their arms.

Some kneel or sit silently in prayer; oth-

ers affably chat with friends or neigh-

bors. A cluster of priests, deacons and

servers waits goodnaturedly for the

crowd to settle in. At half past nine

voices are cleared, a guitar chord is

strummed, and music fills the air. Mass

has begun.

Variations on this scene are repeat-
ed at churches throughout Soulard eve-
ry Sunday moming. In fact, it isa scene
that has recurred for hundreds of years.
Worship has always been a measure of
life in Soulard.

There is no question thar the role
‘of churches in Soulard has changed pro-

ly over the years. One hundred

years ago, these institutions permeated

every aspect of the immigrants’ lives.

Today, that role has diminished. But

Soulard’s churches still fulfill social, ed-

ucational and spiritual needs.

Many of us are familiar with the

striking exteriors of Soulard’s churches.

We may understand their histories oc

have caught a glimpse of their rich in-

teriors. Few of us, however, know much

about the communities they serve and
the aspects of faith that identify one
community from another.

There are approximately a dozen

active church communities in Soulard,
all under the broad umbrella of Chris- -

tianity. Yer each has its own identity, its
own purpose in searching for meaning.

Ina two-part series beginning with

this issue of The Soulard Restorationist

we will explore those unique identities.

‘Through interviews with church leaders
and visits to the churches themselves,
we will seck to illuminate this crucial
aspect of life in the Soulard neighbor-
hood.

Refuge of tradition:

St. Agatha Catholic Church
Many believe that the Anheuser-

Busch brewery, the world’s largest brew-

ing compléx, defines the southern edge

of the Soulard Historic District. But this.

12 Soulard Restorationist Fall House Tour 1988

ignores a trim splinter of Soulard,

lodged agaist the southerly side of the
brewery, called St. Agatha. The neigh-
borhood name is freely borrowed from
the St. Agatha Catholic Church at 9th
and Utah Streets, a wonderful example
of German church architecture that has
remained untouched for over 100 years.

Not only the architectural heritage
of St. Agatha is unrufÒed by time. The

VO
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HUN

TER

parish is the only one in the archdiocese

still authorised to say the Latin Mass,

notes Reverend Monsignor Bernard E

Granich, pastor at St. Agatha for five

years. Father Granich still uses the com

munion rail for serving the sacrament,

and the altar has not been turned

around to face the congregation. Catho-

lics who are searching for vestiges of

worship the way it was before Vatican Il

would appreciate a visit to St. Agatha

The approximately 100 people who

attend Mass at St. Agatha maintain an

energetic spiritual life. Father Granich

says that St. Agatha is blessed with an

active Legion of Mary, whose members

sect weekly for prayer to grow in God's

grace. Legion members also visit people

in the parish to let them know about

their concern for spiritual growth

St. Agatha is also the site of a num.

ber of community services administered

by the Precious Blood Sisters. At one

time, St. Agatha served as the head-

quarters for this German order of nuns,
and the sisters started St. Agatha's

school in 1872. Now, the first floor of
the school houses the St. Elizabeth Day

Care Center. The sisters.take care of

senior citizens during the day only, an

innovative approach to serving the eld-

erly. The center has been growing in

size since it was founded last November.

The sisters also operate a food pantry
out of the convent.

Anyone interested in church archi-

tecture should pay a visit to St. Agatha
Built in two sections, in 1885 and then
1899, the church is adored with 14

windows
comibleaiehtis CE alae,

exquisitely detailed confessionals. The

interior has recently been painted in

subdued beige colors which serve to ac-
cent the church's rich details.

Mass at St. Agatha is said on Satur-

day at 430 p.m., Sunday at 8:00 and
10:00 a.m., and Monday through Friday

<2 8:00 a.m. The Latin Mass is said on

the first Saturday of each month at
10.00 p.m.

United Church of Christ
One of Soulard’s most reliable

friends and neighbors over the years has
been Jesus Church. Since 1894, the

The simple facade of Jesus Church isadorned with stained glass windows.



The German Gothic spire of Sts.
Peter and Paul soars over Soulard.

church has made its presence at 12th

and Victor Streets known by providing

spiritual and social leadership for the

raditi

On November 2, 1894, the Jesus

Evangelical Church was organized ar a
meeting held in Soulard Market Hall.

In April 1895, the growing congrega-

tion voted to build a church and par-

sonage, and on March 8, 1896, the

church building was dedicated. The

church catered to the rapidly growing

German population of Soulard; until
the 1930s, services were conducted in

both English and German.

In 1957, Jesus Church was pro-

foundly affected by events occurring

‘outside of Soulard. At that time, the

United Church of Christ was formed by

the union of the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church and the Congregational

Christian Churches. As a result of the

merger, the United Church of Christ

grew to 2,000,000 members and over

6,500 congregations. The new church

recognized two sacraments: Baptism and

Holy Communion. Another significant

result was the renewed emphasis on the
importance of the individual parish

rch,

The Reverend Joan Mehler Dippel,
who has been the popular pastor of Jesus
Church for almost five years, says that

the community has grown during those
five years by the addition of 20 new

srs, reaching a current total of 70.
About one quarter of the members live
in Soulard, another quarter live in other
neighborhoods on the South Side, and

the rest are scattered throughout the

metropolitan area. Members typically

PH
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‘gin at 10:15 a.m

have strong family ties to the church
because of the emphasis on inter
generational worship,

Reverend Dippel

Church offers Soulardians ar
to other churches for several rea

is a small community tha

ees that Jesus

cial and religious activities to all age lev
cls. Fellowship dinners often involve
several generations who have passed

down membership in the church. Theo:

logically, the church and its denomina:

tion stress the relationship between

faith and justice. Thus, Jesus Church

supports area efforts to collect food for

the hungry and homeless, Reverend

Dippel also points out the importa

Jesus Church members of being “good

neighbors” in Soulard by participating
in such community events as Soulard

Restoration Group house tours,
The community involvement at Je-

sus Church also reaches beyond Sou-

lard’s boundaries. The church partici-
pates in a five-church cluster on the

South Side, sharing fellowship, mission
and educational endeavors every year.

Architecturally, the church is not-
ed for its turn-of-the-century windows,
which have been recently cleaned and
repaired. Each bears a message in the

small circle at its top. The windows de-
pict the Sea of Life, the Chalice of
Communion, the All-Seeing Eye of
God, the Clasped Hands of Brother-
hood, and the Cross and Crown symbol
of the Christian faith. The front facade

holds a beautiful rose window that is

well lit at night.

Jesus Church once again show

. followed by a commu-

nity fellowship hour. ‘This is an ecu-

menical service, and all Soulardians are
invited to attend.

Every week, Jesus Church offers

Sunday church school at 9:00 a.m., fol-

lowed by worship service at 10:15 a.m.
During the summer, worship is at 9:00

a.m., with no church school.

Community activist:

Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic

Dominating the Soulard skyline as

seen from Broadway traveling south is
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church at

1919 S. 7th Street, once the home of
perhaps the largest Catholic parish west

of the Mississippi River. The church's
imposing granite silhouette and double

spires pointing heavenward are a tangi-

ble reminder of how dedicated the Ger-
man Catholics who settled Soulard were
to their God. Today, a smaller but ac-
tive Catholic community has renewed

that dedication by building a Christian

response to some of the problems of ,
modern urban life.

‘The central figure of this renewal at
Sts. Peter and Paul is Father Frank
Krebs, a young, athletic priest who has
served as pastor for four years. Father
Krebs emphasizes that the desire at Sts.

Peter and Paul is to create “an atmos-

phere of people choosing to be here.”

(CHURCHES, page 14

Trinity Lutheran Church
1805 South Eighth Street

Samuel I. Goltermann

Pastor

231-4082

“The Historic

Church

for

Contemporary

People”

Regular

Services

Sundays
10:15 a.m.

EASTERN
AUTO MECHANIC & BODY REPAIR

USED CAR SALES

2016 S. NINTH ST. (REAR)

PICKUP & DELIVERY

TOWING

WE WORK WITH DEDUCTIBLES

“1
S 

HL
NIN

AS
W

RUSSELL

8

SEE

BRYAN MAGUIRE

OR CALL

771-7402

OR

m
o

é “

= 644-4015
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NONSTOP FROM ST.LOUIS

CANCUN

JAMAICA

nou $299

ba ‘

Original Design

or Reproduction

644-7122

for

FREE

CONSULTATION

‘Sunday Church School

Sunday Worship

You are welcome!

Rev. Joan Mehler Dippel, Pastor

JESUS CHURCH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

1115 Victor at Twelfth

St. Louis, MO 63104

77\-0078/832-2278

9:00 A.M.

10:15 A.M.

Serving “the Heart of Soulard

for over 90 years. 4

:

its key role in providi

cial services to the community. Along
with Trinity Lutheran Church in Sou

lard and St. Vincent de Paul Catholic

Church in LaSalle Park, the church has
created a separate corporation, called

Sts. Peter and Paul Community Servic-

es, which runs a shelter for homeless

men. Housed in the church basement,

the shelter provides food and lodging
during winter in a clean, safe environ-

ment for up to 50 men. The program

Continues in summer, concentrating on

those, as Father Krebs terms ir, “most

likely to succeed” in making the transi-

tion to the mainstream of life. The ef-

fort is to find permanent employment

and housing for those who for varied

reasons have become temporarily dis-

A recent adjunct to the service pro-
vided to the homeless is a legal clinic.
Volunteer lawyers meet with those us-

ing the shelter to address any legal prob-

its meals program. Eight days out of the
month, a well-balanced meal is served

to the hungry at St. Vincent de Paul

Father Krebs stresses the impor-

tance of education as a service to the

community. Unbeknownst to many

Soulardians, Sts. Peter and Paul, along

with five other South Side parishes, op-
erates Notre Dame elementary School
at St. Francis de Sales Church on Gra-
vois. The school offers instruction from
pre-school through eighth grade. It is
fully accredited by the diocese. Father
Krebs notes that it is an excellent
school, which places emphasisis on a
child’s potential and not necessarily on
external goals. =

A variety of programs in spiritual
education is also available. A Bible
study class mects periodically at the
church to discuss specific readings. The
Catholic Enrichment Group meets to

discuss more eel issues affecting
contemporary spirituality. Sts. Peter and

Paul is in the midst of a “12 Step” pro-
gram to spiritual growth, adapted from

the Alcoholics Anonymous program of

the same title. Currently 50 church

personal

like the parish to develop a program en-
couraging church members to own
homes in Soulard, since many of them

now live outside the neighborhood. The
goal is to increase care about the neigh-
borhood, to foster parishioners’ becom-
ing “invested” in the area's stability. Fa-
ther Krebs stresses the significance of

teepdoec
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Assisting Father Krebs at Sts. Peter

and Paul is Father Bruce Forman, whose

full-time job is to lead the Young Cath-

olic Musicians, a 140-member chorus
which participates in worship services

in churches all over the area

Masses at Sts. Peter and Paul are

said at 7:30 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 a.m.
Sunday

Haven of immigrants:

St. Joseph's Croatian

Catholic Church
Soulard in the past served as the

gatway to America for thousands of Eu-

ropean immigrants. From the 1890s un-

til the 1940s, Soulard absorbed an in-
flux of newcomers from Germany and
other Eastern European countries. Sou-
lard's churches often undertook the re-

sponsibility of providing jobs, housing

and education for these i

wu

life—with one notable exception: St

Joseph's Croatian Church at 12th and
Russell Streets. This church perseveres
as the protector of what is now a trickle
of Croatian immigrants to this country.

The earliest Croatian settlers in St.
Louis were, for the most part, merchant
marines who worked ships which
docked at the port of New Orleans.
Many travelled up the Mississippi River
to St. Louis because of its reputation as

4 great trade center. The first Croatian
settlements in the city were along the
Mississippi on 2nd Street and Market
Street, and then later on Chouteau,
Franklin and Jefferson Streets. Most of
this first wave had no intention of stay?
ing in St. Louis. They made their mon-
ey and then returned to their homeland.

. Te was not until the early 1900s that
Croatian families began to settle here

iy.

At the turn of the cencury, the
Croatian immigrants decided to have
their own church where they could wor-
ship in their own language. In July
1904, a group bought a Jewish syna-
gogue at Ith and Chouteau and began

the first Croatian church in St. Louis.
‘The parish outgrew the buildings at

this site. In 1925, the Croatians were
able to take advantage of a decision by
the Ursuline Sisters to move their
school, the Ursuline Academy, to Kirk-
wood. Two buildings at 11th and Rus-
sell were | the school



St. Joseph's serves the Croatian community with masses in the Slavic lan-

guage.

Father Aloysius Bambir, pastor at
St. Joseph's for 10 years, believes that
the church still serves the spiritual and
cultural needs of Croatian immigrants.
Today's typical immigrant is well-
educated and adaptable, moving to the
United States because of the supression
of religion and culture by the Commu-
nist rulers of Yugoslavia, of which Croa-

tia is now a part. The church helps
newcomers with immigration forms, job
applications, and language classes.

All St. Joseph’s parishioners are

Croatian-Americans. None live in Sou-
lard. About 250 families attend church
there regalarly, and another 250 partici-
pate in occasional events held at the
church.

Until 1983, the church operated a
school on the premises. By that time,

the church had lost most of its students

to resettlement. caused by the suburban

percent of the children of St. Joseph's
parishioners now attend their own
neighborhood schools. St. Joseph's does
provide religious instruction on Sundays

to children who attend public schools.

Father Bambir has announced sig-
nificant plans to rehabilitate and beau-

tify the St. Joseph's complex. The City

of St. Louis Heritage and Design Com-

mission has approvide these plans, with

the support of the Soulard Restoration

Group code committee. Phase One, to

be completed by this October, involves

the demolition of the old convent

building, which is sandwiched in be-

tween the school building on 12th and

Ann and the rectory. A driveway will

be built where there is currently a side-
walk, and the wrought iron double gates
will be retained. A brick wall, set back
from the street, will be constructed to
hide the church parking lot from street
view. Extensive landscaping and a gar-

den in front of the wall are also
planned

Phase Two involves the old parish
building at the corner of 12th and Rus-
sell. The top floor will be removed and
the original comice rebuilt. An attempt
will be made to tear off the stucco and
restore the brick veneer. The glass block
windows on the first and second floors
will be replaced by windows that match
those currently in the rectory building
There is no current timetable for com-
pletion of Phase Two.

Three Masses are said over each

weekend at Joseph's Croatian
: se

The Germans who settled Soulard

reflected the religious diversity of their

homeland. Lutherans, not just Catho-

lics, flocked to Soulard to build homes,
schools and churches that were physi-

cally evocative of the life they had left

behind. In these buildings, the Luthe-

ran immigrants were able to foster ful-

fillment of the community's spiritual

and educational needs.

Trinity Lutheran Church and

School, at the corner of 8th and Sou-

lard Streets, to this day stresses this edu-
cational and spiritual fulfillment. It has

adapted to ges experienced by

Soulard as an urban neighborhood. Tri
nity Lutheran's goal is to provide wor-
ship in the historic heritage of the

church while addressing issues of con-

temporary life

Founded in 1839, Trinity is the
oldest Lutheran congregation in the St
Louis area. It is a charter member of the

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, a

major worldwide church body with

headquarters in Kirkwood

Trinity's active membership of 340

is typical of many of Soulard’s main.

stream churches. Some members used to
live in Soulard or are children of former
Soulardians who wish to maintain fa-

milial ties to the church. Others live in

Soulard and have chosen Trinity as

their place of worship. Some simply pre-

fer Trinity over churches closer to

them.

The Reverend Samuel I. Golter-

man has been the congenial pastor of

Trinity for 13 years. He believes that

the church has been successful in reach-

ing out to young professional singles

who are looking for a place both to so-

cialize and to worship. In addition, the

Trinity congregation has maintained

the heterogenous mix of lifestyles found

in Soulard.

Trinity Lutheran School, located

next to the church, was also founded in
1839. Ir is the oldest elementary school

in St. Louis in continuous service. In-

struction is offered to students from kin-

|, in that religion is used to
students values, but religion is not
taught all day long. The current enroll-
ment at the school is 100 pupils. Five
professional teachers are on staff. Rever-

end Golterman says with pride that stu-

dents typically progress to private and
public high schools. Clyde Miller, a for-
mer superintendent of the City of St.
Louis school district, is the principal,
and maintains an active teaching role
in addition to his administrative duties.
The school is governed by a board
drawn from Trinity's congregation,
though separate from the church,

Trinity is engaged in an extensive
Program of social ministry, particularly
to the poor and homeless. It operates a

The dedication on November 1,
1986 of the Soulard Restoration

Group's Historic plaque at Trinity

Church. Left to right: Clyde Miller,

Rev. Samuel Goltermann, and SRG

members Tema Farber, Nancy Far-

ber, and John Soderberg.

resale shop and food pantry. It is active

in the Good Samaritan Center for

Homeless Persons, a program that goes

beyond crisis intervention to find tran-

sitional and permanent housing. Trinity

is also a partner in the Near Southside
Employment Coalition, a jobs training
program centered in the Kingdom

House. The church is also active in the

‘This fall, Trinity will celebrate the
‘Sesquicentennial of both the church and
school. Extensive restoration of the
church is already underway and should
be completed by December 1988. Spe-
cial events are planned, such as ser-
vice commemorating the arrival of

Lutheran immigrants in St. Louis.
Worship services are held on Sun-

days at 10:15 a.m. and on Saturdays at
5:00 p.m. Sunday school for children is
conducted every Sunday moming at
9.00 except during the summer months.
An adult discussion group also meets
every Sunday morning at 9:00.
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The borders of the Kosciusko Project—
urban renewal for Soulard in the 1960s

life today. Here are two looks at this bustli

The

Other

Side

of Seventh

The ofÏcial Soulard Historic District may end at Seventh

ing section of Soulard.

Kosciusko: Neighborhood Risen From Rubble
by Russell Farber

The first area in the City of St.

Louis to legally bear the Soulard name

is not a part of today’s Soulard Historic

District. It is, instead, an area of mixed
commercial and industrial usage which

bears no resemblance, either in appcar-

ance or temperament, to the historic
residential neighborhood from which it
is separated by the broad scar of 7th
Boulevard.

The story of how it got that way is
emblematic of the changes thar have
swept through American cities during

the past 40 years, transforming both in-
dividual lives and the fabric of our soci-

ety.

Bucolic beginnings
The land rises gently from the west

shore of the Mississippi below the mouth

of Mill Creek. The first European to
‘own it was Jean Gabriel Cerre. A native

of Montreal, Cerre had made his forrune
in the fur trade at Kaskaskia before mov-

ing to St. Louis in 1779, becoming one
of the town’s leading citizens.

Upon his wife Catherine's death in

1800, Cerre’s 65-acre country retreat
was inherited by their daughter Julie

and her husband Antoine Soulard, who
already owned the land immediately

west. It was there, amidst his orchards,

that Soulard lived the life of a gentle-
man farmer. Pethaps he offered his pro-

duce for sale along the road which bi-

sected his estate on its way south to the
village of Carondelet. The imagination

wanders to that primitive fruit stand

hard by the rutted country road from

which the Soulard Marker could trace

its roots.

Long after her husband's death, the

first portion of the property which Julie

Soulard subdivided, Soulard's First Addi-

tion, consisted of the acreage she had in-

herited from her father. Thus the Sou-
Jard name first became attached to a St.

Louis neighborhood.
The area was originally residential.

Due to its proximity to the River, the
Iron Mountain & Southern Railway

and major thoroughfares, however, it

wasn't long before the area began to at-
‘tract manufacturing. Its main street, Ca-
rondelet Avenue, became one of the

City's most vibrant commercial strips.

On streets with names recalling heroes,
like Jackson, Columbus and Kosciusko,
or remembering the area's Creole
founding, like Picott, Lesperance, Du-

16 Soulard Restorationist Fall House Tour 1988

chouquette and Trudeau, a St. Louisan
of the late 19th century could find flour
mills, lumber yards, foundries, and fac-
tories for the making of carriages, hinges
and tobacco products. Along Caronde-
let itself there were haberdashers, phar-
macies, tobacconists, grocers, furniture
stores and banks. The street was also a
mecca for small breweries with names
like Star, Pittsburgh and Iron Moun-
tain.

With time, the breweries disap-
peared, and the nature of the other in-
dustries changed as well, but South
Broadway continued to be where much

‘of South St. Louis shopped well into the
20th century.

— and new hope
By World War Il, however, the

neighborhood had fallen on hard times.
Decades of heavy use followed by the
Depression had served to deteriorate the
old shopping district and its environs. A
1940 city survey described greater than
‘one half of the neighborhood's residen-
tial structures as of poor quality, Five
more years of war continued to rob the
area of necessary investment, and by the
time it was over, more people wanted to
leave the overcrowded and dirty city

i

with more than 850,000 inhabitants

and 9,000 outhouses than wanted to

improve it

“The Federal government offered no

incentives for residents to stay in urban

areas. Quite to the contrary, the nation-

al imperative seemed to be to resettle

the middle class in suburbia and leave

the inner city for industrial uses and

low-income housing. It was in this cli

mate that the Board of Alderman in the

mid 1950s blighted some of the oldest,

most dilapidated sections of the city

with an eye towards securing Federal

funding for their redevelopment.

Much of the area was vacant by

1959 when funding was secured from

the House and Home Finance Agency

(the predecessor of Housing and Urban

Development), and urban renewal came

5 Following on

the heels of the Mill Creek Redevelop

ment, west of downtown, the new pro-

ject was known as the Kosciusko Rede-

velopment Project. Prior to land

clearance, which began the following

r, the assessed valuation of the area

was $4.87 million, and taxes amounted

to $166,000. A survey showed that 97
per cent of the 2,941 residential struc-

tures were rated substandard.

The Kosciusko Project encompassed

221 acres between the Ozark Expressway

(1-55) on the north and Dorcas Street on
the south, 2nd Street on the east and 7th

Street on the west. Ironically, Kosciusko

Street, from which the project took its

name, fell outside its boundaries and to-

day is nothing more than a potholed
parking lot adjacent to the railroad right-

Small tenacious businesses
Preliminary plans by the City’s Land

Clearance for Redevelopment Authority
(LCRA) designated the area mainly for
residential reuse, bur it wasn't long be-
fore the project shifted in a very different
direction, Once again, it was the busi-
nesspeople on Broadway who sought to

influence their neighborhood's identity.
While, in retrospect, it is surprising

thata merchant would choose to locate
in this area, considering the period of
decline that the nearby residential
neighborhoods were then suffering, the
many small businesspersons who had

been there for many years wanted to re-
main because they had a sense of be-
longing to a traditional neighborhood
market. By organizing themselves into
the South Broadway Merchants Associ-
ation and taking charge of the rehabili-
tation and reorganization of their own
area, they succeeded in redirecting the
entire scope of the project.

Rather than a residential neighbor-
hood, Kosciusko was now planned to be
one of the first industrial ofÏce parks in
the nation. Since the area was adjacent
to much of the City's industrial base
(Nooter, Monsanto, Anheuser-Busch)
with access to. major transportation ar-
teries and facilities, it was considered
{deal for industrial expansion. The resi-
dential population of approximately 585
families and 189 individuals, 2,200 peo-
ple in all, most living in aged and dete-
tiorated structures, were forced to reset-
tle in other blighted areas, including
Soulard.



The Kosciusko Redevelopment was
then divided into two project areas. The
area for which the Merchants Assc

tion assumed responsibility, amounting
to approximately 40 acres, was designat-

ed asa Rehabilitation Section. When we

think of rehabilitation now, we think of

the renovation or restoration of existing

stretures. But in 1960, the LCRA seems
to have applied the term as much to con-

tinuity of land use than to individual

structures, for the Urban Re:

anticipated th:

tion Section, “

of the properties will be wholly acquired

and cleared by the Land Clearance Au

ind much of the remaining 35

percent will be partially acquired to per-

mit the clearance of accessory build-

ings." It would certainly be a challenge

now to identify which buildings on

South Broadway are more than 30 years

old and were tated.

Land acquisition began in 1960 by

the LCRA which, after demolition, then

sold the land back, under a trust agree-
ment, to businessmen for the develop-

ment of new modern quarters. Among

the many businesses which chose to re-

main in the area were Fish Furniture,
Manufacturer's (now American) Bank,

Globe Drugs, and Lampert’s Auto Parts
(which is no longer in business).

The second area within the project

was designated as the Slum Clearance

and Redevelopment Section, consisting

of about 180 acres, mainly to the south
of the Rel tion Section. In this

section, the Plan anticipated the acqui-

sition and clearance of 97 perc

Pan Bt

The Merchants’ Rehabilitation Sec-
tion is within the large dotted lines

Bordering on the Project and signif-
icant in its exclusion from this section,
is one of the area's treasures, the Hager
Hinge Company at 139 Victor Street. |
More than a century old, the firm was

originally located at the busy intersec-

tion of Park, Jackson and Rutger Streets,

and the current site clearly demonstrates
the company's sense of heritage and

concern for its appearance. The com-
fia three restored Federal row-

representative of the area's build-
ings prior to redevelopment. They

bracket a beautifully ta court-

yard hidden behind a high brick wall,
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Riches Found Shopping South Broadway
by Jan Grace

Just a few blocks east of Soulard,

between 7th Street and the heavy in-

dustry on the Mississippi, there’s a
teeming retail and commercial district

where you can find everything from cus-

tom guitars to vintage clothing to Chi-

nese food. 1 took a walk down South

Broadway one weekend, pecking in

windows, strolling through stores, chat-

ting with owners. Here's the wonderful

variety. of businesses and services 1

found there,

Retail:

Vital services, fun shops
If you thought Soulard had no eth-

nic restaurants, you will probably be sur-
prised to hear about NORTH HUNAN
RESTAURANT at 1728 S. Broadway.

Anice place ... it’s open for lunch daily

11:00 a.m, to 3:00 p.m. and dinner 4:00

t0 9:00 p.m. Monday ‘Thursday,

and Friday and Saturday till 10:00 p.m.

JOSEPPE’S ITALIAN CAFE at 1722 S.
Broadway has reasonable prices, is open
10:30 a.m. through 12:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday and Saturday 5:30 p.m.

0 12:30 a.m,

BILLIE’S FINE FOODS at 1802

| Broadway reminds me of the old “Alic

‘the best aes
od (according to the bar-

friendly at ere.

youlcan go to,
vurs-

ights. Call

NUTS

largest and most complete music stores

in the St. Louis area.

Drugs, houschold items, dry goods,

liquor and everything in between can

be purchased at GLOBE DRUG at 1900

S. Broadway (at Geyer). This is a really

fun store—a neighborhood institution.

You never know what treasures will be

on special markdown there.

The retired and handicapped are
‘employed by CARROLL DISTRIBUT-

ING at 1920 S. Broadway. They tele-

market light bulbs and household items

to people like you!

If you need glasses and contact

lenses they can be purchased from DR

S.E, MAZUR ar 1800 S, Broadway.
Printing services are available to

the neighborhood at MADCO at 1724

S. Broadway, They have been in busi-

ness for 35 years and are family owned
by two generations of the Burtons. They

are printing posters and programs for

the upcoming Soulard house and garden

tour. Phone number is 249-2696.

Appliances and furniture, including
televisions and VCR's, are available at
HUB FURNITURE. Financing is avai
able (and not jobbed out to a savi

and loan). Hub has been in b

enya cealepartment. Very friendly people!
In addition to household furniture,

FISH FURNITURE has hospital beds,
wheel chairs, walkers, and lift chairs

available at 1717 S. Broadway. Flooring
is available at ROXY'S LINOLEUM
COMPANY at 1534 S. Broadway and
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thriving commercial establishments.
JAUDE'S BAKERS SUPPLY

COMPANY at 1440 S. Broadway has

been in business since 1915. Since the

number of bakery shops has dwindled

from about 250 co 50, most of their

business is with restaurants and hotels.

We have unions galore down here.

Roofer’s Local #2, Boilermakers Local

27, and Shipbuilders are all in one

building. Then there is Amalgamated

Transit Union; Sprinkler, Fitter & Ap-

prentice Local 268; and United Shoe

Workers of America,

‘Most of the business at EDELE AND

MERTZ ACE HARDWARE is commer-

cial. A typical customer is a property

management company that maintains a

renovated apartment building. Many
supplies for the home handyperson are
also available. Mr. Edele is the third gen-

eration of his family, and his partner, Mr,
Woelm, is the second generation. Mr.

Mertz sold out in the 1950s. The firm has

been in business since 1912.
Did you know there really is a Mr.

Marvel? MARVEL PRINTING CO.
(since 1922) at 1928 S. Broadway prints
ofÏce supplies and special jobs.

FLAGG, STEEL COMPANY at

1972.

‘Do you need a blueprint for a build-
ing project? CUSTOM BLUEPRINT &

SUPPLY at 1622-30 S. Broadway can
probably handle the job. They have

grown very fast in their five years in
business here. They hai

isticated |
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